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liquid plant food 


A Ra-Pid-Gro fed lawn will be the envy of the town 
New lawns grow faster and better when you soak 
the seeding with Ra-Pid-Gro. 


Everything in your garden will 
produce better foliage and more 
flowers or more fruit when fed 
with Ra-Pid-Gro. 

Ra-Pid-Gro fed gardens produce 
more and larger flowers of all 
kinds and increased crops of fruits 
and vegetables. 


First and Foremost in Liquid Plant Food 


l HE plant food which amazed the home gardeners of the world 
23 years ago. They are still amazed at the results. Once you use 


RA-PID-GRO, you will never use any other. 


The Plant Food of Worldwide Fame! 


Orders are coming in from literally all over the world for 
RA-PID-GRO. Today 50 ton—100,000 Ib, orders from one country, 
27,000 Ibs. from another. 


For Every Plant in Every Season, Indoor and Outdoor 


Be good to your trees, shrubs and plants—give them RA-PID- 
GRO. They will repay you one thousand-fold. Watch your roses 
smile when you feed them RA-PID-GRO. It has been proved that 
healthy roses are not as susceptible to disease as weak and poorly 
fed roses. RA-PID-GRO is the correct formula for roses and other 
plants as well. 

Better, healthier plants; more perfect buds and blooms that last 
longer; much healthier plants with beautiful foliage; thick leaves 
of beautiful emerald color. 

To be sure of getting your supply for 1955, order now! We arc 
pw heeds re i Mii the dassen not trying to hurry you, but we do want to be sure that our old 
oliage eedin wi a-Pia-Oro ays ' ividends. e chrysan- 
ane at = left were woutin “wth tetinben once a cae’ customers have RA-PID-GRO. 
for 5 weeks. The row at the right was not fed Ra-Pid-Gro ==— _ 

ROTIPERO 


with one ab. of maose of Ra- Planting and Feeding Guide 
Pid-Gro, this Planting and | _ for the home gardener | 
Feeding Chart. oo leeaie) 
Buy RA-Pip-Gro from your 
favorite store or nurseryman. 


Ra Peo | 


i 
Dept. FG, Dansville, N. Y. 


ANALYSIS: 23% NITROGEN, 21% PHOSPHORIC ACID, 17% POTASH. 


- ° Use Ra-Pid-Gro to eliminate t lanti los U 
(Compare the nitrogen content, the element that produces luscious ; iminate transplanting loss. Use 

. ~ it healthier, more luxuriant growth and bloom 
green fcliage, with that of any competitive product.) 


on all trees, shrubs, bushes and other plants. 
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ALL ABOUT 
HOUSE PLANTS 
Montague Free. The most 
authoritative and lavishly 
illustrated book on indoor 
gardening. All about selec- 
tion, care and cultivation of 





over 1,000 species! 400 
pages. 160 pictures. 27 in 4 
full color. Pub. ed. $3.95 











A TREASURY OF AMERICAN GAR- 
DENING. By the editors of Flower 
Grower. Big new 74%” by 10%” 
book packed with ideas, practical 
helps, pictorial delights for all gar- 
deners! Includes Gardens of America 
in stunning photos by Samuel Gottscho, 
informative features by Robert Lem- 
mon, F. F. Rockwell, Montague Free, 
many other experts. 173 pictures—67 
in full color! Pub. ed. $7.50 


THE COMPLETE BOOK OF 
BULBS — F. F. Rockwell & 
Esther Grayson. Newest and 
most comprehensive guide 
ever published. Two leading 
experts tell you everything about uses, 
cultivation and propagation of over 
100 species. 334 pages, 118 photos, 
31 color. Pub. ed. $5.95 











COMPLETE BOOK OF FLOWER ARRANGEMENT 
F. F. Rockwell & Esther Grayson. The most beau- 
tiful and useful guide ever published. 89 arrange- 
ments in full color—232 pictures in all! Step-by- 
step directions show how to create every type of 
arrangement for home decoration or flower show 
exhibit. Pub. ed. $4.95 


—_ TO BEAUTIFY AND IMPROVE YOUR 

HOME GROUND. Henry Awl. 72 chap- 
ters, 155 plans and pictures for small 
plots and budgets. Garden arrangements, 
terraces, play and dining areas, out-of- 
the ordinary ideas for gardens to look at 
and live in! Pub. ed. $3.50 
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when you join the American Garden Guild Book Club and 
agree to buy as few as 4 selections in the next 24 months 


IMAGINE! UP TO $134 VALUE (IN PUB. EDITIONS) FOR ONLY $289 





















































































































HE American Garden Guild 

Book Club offers you the best 
newly published books in all fields 
of gardening — selected by an edi- 
torial panel of famous experts in- 
cluding Montague Free, former 
Horticulturist for the Brooklyn Bo- 
tanical Garden, and Fred F. Rock- 
well, well-known gardening au- 
thority. 

Club selections are beautifully printed 
and bound, profusely illustrated, often 
with full-color photos and paintings by 
famous horticultural artists. Yet they 
come to you at an average saving of 
20% from the price of publishers’ edi- 
tions! Selections cover the entire range of 
gardeners’ interests—flowers, fruits, trees, 
vegetables, shrubs, house plants, birds, 
wild flowers, landscaping, garden plan- 
ning, building and care. But you buy 
only the books you want! 


Membership requires no dues of any 
kind. You do not even have to take a 
book every month. As few as 4 books in 
24 months—yes, only 4 books during your 
first 2 years as a member — are all you 
agree to purchase! 


FREE BONUS BOOKS 


With every fourth book you select, the 
Club sends you — absolutely FREE — a 
brand-new, full-size garden book of spe- 
cial value and interest. Usually worth 
$3.00 each or more, these Free Bonus 
Books represent big extra savings. 


SEND NO MONEY 
Just mail the coupon. We will send you 
any two books you choose from this page 
—value up to $13.45 in publishers’ edi- 
tions—and you will be billed only $2.89. 
(We pay postage.) Thereafter, you will 
receive regularly the Club's illustrated 
“Garden Bulletin,’’ which describes the 
forthcoming book selections. Take only 
the books you want, when you want 
them. Mail coupon now. American Gar- 
den Guild Book Club, Garden City, N.Y. 
























































































































ROSES FOR EVERY GARDEN 10,000 GARDEN QUESTIONS 


R. C. Allen. How to grow every variety Ed. by F. PF. Rockwell. Whole field of gar- 
of bush and climbing rose. All about dening—flowers, fruits, lawns, soils, ferti- 
soils, planting, transplanting, care, prun- lizers, pests, etc.—covered by experts in 


ing, propagation, etc. Covers every local- 
ity and climate. 16 color plates, many 
drawings. Pub. ed. $3.95 


questions and answers. Nearly 1,500 pages, 
400 pictures. Pub. ed. $4.95 



















MAIL THIS COUPON 


AMERICAN GARDEN GUILD BOOK CLUB, 

Dept. 4FG, Garden City, New York 

Enroll me as a member. Send me at once, postpaid, the two 

books checked below—and bill me ONLY $2.89 FOR BOTH. 

[} All About House Plants 

|] Audubon Guides 

L) Complete Book of Bulbs 
[_] Complete Book of Flower 

Arrangement 





[] How to Beautify and Improve 
_ Your Home Ground 
(} Roses for Every Garden 
|} 10,000 Garden Questions 
() Treasury of American Gardening 
GUIDES Also send me my first issue of Garden Bulletin, velling me 
The most complete about the new forthcoming selections. I may notify you in ad- 


guide to land and | vance if I do not wish the following month's selection. The pur- 


~~? 
AUDUBON 


water birds of East- chase of books is entirely voluntary on my part. I am not obli- 

ern and Central N. gated to accept more than 4 books in 24 months of membership. 

America. Two books I pay nothing except the price of each selection I accept (club 
Audubon Bird pays postage )—and, with every fourth selection, I am to receive 

Guide and Audubon FREE your current Bonus Book 

Water Bird Guide NO RISK GUARANTEE: If not delighted, return both 

in one massive 732 books in 7 days and membership will be cancelled 

page volume. 1,000 

pictures of 533s 

cies by Don Ec kle- 

berry, 885 in beauti- 

ful full colors. Pub. 

ed. $5.95 


Mr. Please 
Mrs. Print 
Miss 

Address 

City & 

Zone State 


Selection price slightly higher in Canada dress American Garden Guild 
(Canada), 105 Bond St., Toronto 2, Ont. O good in U. S. & Canada only 





Lawn Beauly 
SPREADER 


Takes The 
Out 


Guesswork 
Of Lawn Care 


RATE CHART 


t Patented. Other 
furnished with each spreader 


patents pending 


\ 





“| thought spreaders 
were all alike until | really 
investigated. Never did | 
realize there could be such 
a difference until | com- 
pared them all." 








_ 

“For construction and exclusive patented 
features, I found LAWN BEAUTY gave me 
the most for my money. It has just what I’ve 
always wanted in a spreader—a rate control 
dial and chart which shows the exact rate 
setting of 55 brand name fertilizers as well as 
seed mixtures and other materials, as recom- 
mended by the manufacturer. 

“For shut-off at the end of the row I merely 
turn the handle—the shut-off is instant—no 
spreading at the turn around, no burned out 
spots and the distribution is even and uniform. 

“Best of all LAWN BEAUTY has an 
agitator which automatically levels and force 
feeds any fertilizer or seed the full length of 
the spreader—and the rate of flow is always 
the same regardless of the speed with which 
I push the spreader.” 


Tested For Accuracy 


LAWN BEAUTY has been tested with the 
materials listed on the chart. You can spread 1] lb. 
ver 1,000 square feet if necessary or required. There 
has mover been anything like LAWN BEAUTY 
for accurate spreading. No waste—you'll save 
enough in seed alone to pay for this outstanding 
spreader. 

LAWN BEAUTY is easy to clean. The bottom 
shutter plate is easy to take off, easy to put on— 
no bolts are required. 

eels have oilite bearings and the agitator is 
hot dipped galvanized. The shutter plate is also 
galvanized. LAWN BEAUTY is ruggedly built like 
farm machinery—guarantees you years of satis- 
factory service. 

Spreads all types of chemical and organic ferti- 
lizer, lime, top dressing, bone meal, etc. 

Before you make your spring purchases, compare 
LAWN BEAUTY and its exclusive patented fea- 


tures with all other spreaders. Prove to yourself | 


that LAWN BEAUT 
your money. E 

Ask your garden supply dealer for literature or 
write to us direct. 


gives you the most for 


ME TO REMEMBE 
TTER LAWN CARE 


A Product of 
SCHNEIDER METAL MANUFACTURING CO. 
1805-FG South 55th Ave., Chicago 50, Ill. 
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NOW! — NEW MIDGET GARDEN DUSTER 


Throws 8 Ft. Dust Stream 


WITH JUST ONE 


TURN of the HANDLE! 


GUARANTEES Reaching 
Your Topmost Branches 
of Climbers, Ornamen- 
tals, Dwarf Fruit Trees! 


ERE’S the duster gardeners have long been 

clamoring for! Tiny in size—giant in per- 

formance. A duster so small it can be held in 
the palm of your hand—so efficient it treats over 
200 rose bushes without a single refilling! And yet 
for all its compactness, so sturdily and meticulously 
constructed of metal alloy throughout, that it will 
last a lifetime, even with ordinary rough-and-tumble 
garden use! And that’s not all! With just one turn of 
its comfortable handle this mighty midget will shoot 
: a thick stream of dust 8 feet or more! Think what 
° Weighs Only 1% Ib.! Al Ib. can of the this blanket protection can mean to your most inac- 
famous Jackson & cessible plants . .. to all your precious shrubbery! 
e Treats Over 200 Rose Perkins Rese Dust How many times have you been able to control the 


° ones ravages of Black Spot and Powdery Mildew at 
Bushes... With One Filling! given free of ground level, only to have the topmost branches and 
tra cost h ex- canes sicken and die, because of other weak, inef- 

wit fective dusters? No longer need you worry about 

. Rustproof Metal Alloy duster! D each ineffective control because of short-range and clog- 
Construction Throughout! ouble pro. ging dusters or sprayers. With the J-P Midget 
tection for © Rotary Duster, sold only by Jackson & Perkins, you 

your are guaranteed effective and convenient control for 


| Precious roses! all your plants, or your money back! 
FOR YOUR ROSE PLANTS Among its many astonishing features is the genuine 


rotary power bellows, found only in the finest of pro- 

fessional equipment ... and its completely effortless 

and ah our GARDEN DUSTI NG ease of operation, no more pumping, no more tired 
and aching muscles. So easy even a child can use it. 

Just a flick of the floating handle, and poof!—a pro- 

tective film of dust settles over your plants! And its 

swivel nozzle enable you to top-dust or under-dust 


SS —— i your entire plant with a minimum of effort. Remem- 
TEED? ber how difficult it was to fill the old-fashioned slide 
GUARA % dusters? Not with the J-P Midget Rotary Duster! 
ER } You simply flip back the lid, dump your dust into its 
The J&P MIDGET pre “7 Mt in this generous hopper, snap down the lid and you're 

ed tor | ready to dust over 200 bushes! 

ll that is claim Ee ) 
we nf al urchase price will be im Entirely constructed of gleaming metal alloy throughout, it 
ad, or ful ded No questions, you can’t rust, can’t clog. And it stands on its own two solid feet 
. n ~ 
mediately retu 
and you alone, ar 














; when not in use. No more spilled dust, no more mess. This 
e the sole judge! | trouble-free jewel of a duster comes to you with a FREE 
1 Ib. can of J&P’s own miraculous Rose Dust—for the low, 
low price of only $9.95 plus postage! See for yourself its 
sturdy, precision construction . . . experience its effortless 
and flawless operation. Complete satisfaction guaranteed 
- or your money back! Mail coupon now! 


MAIL COUPON NOW 


JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 

140 Rose Lane, Newark, New York 

Yes, I want trouble-free and complete protection for my 

garden! Rush me J-P Midget Rotary 

Dusters at $9.95 plus 35¢ postage each. Include FREE 

with each duster, a 1 lb. can of J&P’s Rose Dust. I under- 

stand I may return duster within 10 days for full pur- 

chase price refund if not completely satisfied. No 
Sor Bwart tron ? 1 questions asked. I am to be sole judge. 


Jackson & Perkins Co. 
VLE Lrige Al kee Crowetd é Address.... 


y Cit SS 
NEWARK, NEW YORK + i ROSE CAPITAL OF AMERICA | seeeeenees tate 
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Imported DUTCH 


AMARYLLIS 


GUARANTEED TO BLOOM THE FIRST YEAR! 
A selection of the finest strains in Holland 


NEVER BEFORE AVAILABLE 
AT SUCH LOW PRICES! 


There is no secret to these low prices! Where some importers 
bring in a few dozen, or a few hundred, we actually purchased 
10,000 bulbs from four of Holland’s best growers. Such purchas- 
ing power not only brings the price down, but greatly reduces 
the cost of importing. All of these savings we pass on to you. 


SELECTED GIANT-FLOWERED 
NAMED VARIETIES 
Selected strains noted for size and shape, as well as height of bloom and free- 
flowering qualities. Most varieties will produce two stems, each bearing up to 4 
flowers. The blooms are mammoth — up to 12 inches in diameter — opening 
to a round, symmetrical, outward-facing flower that defies description. Available 


in the following named varieties; guaranteed true to name and 


DAZZLER. Brilliant orange-red. 
FIRE KING. Bright, clear red. 
L’INNOCENCE. Pure white. 
ORANGE KING. Clear bright orange. 
PINK PERFECTION. Carmine-pink. 


color. 


RED ROVER. Brilliant red. Large. 
SALMON QUEEN. Fine salmon-orange. 
SCARLET ADMIRAL. Glossy scarlet. 
STRIPED BEAUTY. Peppermint stripes 


of red and white. Large flower. 


Guaranteed Genuine Imported Dutch Bulbs — perfectly dormant — will bloom 
in garden or indoors yet this Spring. Attach list of varieties desired. 


CLIVIA MINIATA 


(Imported from Belgium) 
Interesting, easy-to-flower member of 
the Amaryllis family. The evergreen folli- 
age in itself is most attractive, making a 
fine house plant. The flowers are borne 
in gigantic umbels, bright orange-red in 
.color, and lasting over a long period. 


Large plants, $3.00 each, 2 for $5.00. 


$3.50 each, 4 for $12.50 


Giant-Flowered 
DUTCH AMARYLLIS 
(1 of each variety listed) 


7 


for only 





HAEMANTHUS 


The South African “Blood Lilies” 
are very rare members of the Amaryllis 
family and are true aristocrats of the 
bulb kingdom. Easy to grow, they bear 
hundreds of flowers on a thick stalk. 
Florets open successively over a long 
period, and the flower head is the size 
of a softball. Colors run from salmon- 
red to deep blood-red. A proud posses- 
sion. Regular $5.00 to $10.00 values, 
$3.00 each, 2 for $5.00. 


GLOXINIAS 


The “all-time” favorite pot plant! 
Our mammoth tubers will amaze you 


with their size, and in no other tuber 


is size more important if you want 


§ lush foliage and a mass of blooms. Size 


my tubers are 


AMARYLLIS 
FORMOSISSIMA 
(Sprekelia or Aztec Lily) 
A flower of unexcelled beauty. 


Glistening, deep red, orchid shaped 
flowers on tall slender stems. Foliage 
is of a glossy, deep green. Excellent for 
corsages. Top-quality bulbs only 79c 
each, 2 for $1.50. 


GROWERS EXCHANGE, Inc. 


FARMINGTON, MICHIGAN : 


vary with varieties, but most 

2’ to 3 in. in diameter. 

BLANCHE DE MERU. Rose, white 
throat. 

EMPEROR FREDERICK. Red 
bordered white. 

EMPEROR WILLIAM. Purple 
bordered white. 

ETOILE DE FEU. Bright red. 

MOUNT BLANC. Pure white. 

PRINCE ALBERT. Deep blue-violet. 

PRINCESS ELIZABETH. Blue, white 
throat. 

QUEEN WILHELMINA. Dark rose. 

ROI DES ROUGES. Deep scarlet. 

TIGERINA. Spotted hybrids in 
shades of purple, blue, red, pink. 

VIOLANCEA. Soft violet-blue. 


59c each, 6 for $3.00 (Attach list 
of varieties desired.) 


All 11 (1 of each) for only $5.00. 


may 
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TREE PEONIES 


(Paeonia Moutan) Truly the “King of Flowers”, both in size 
and stately beauty. A Tree Peony in full bloom is a breath-tak- 
ing sight, one that dwarfs by comparison most others flowers. 
Regal in bearing —up to 6 feet tall when mature — and 
loaded with hundreds of blooms. Nothing can compare with 
this venerable monarch of the plant kingdom. 

Venerable — because the Tree Peony flourished in the moun- 
tains of Tibet and China 1000 years ago. Introduced into 
Europe only 150 years ago, its development and propagation 
has been slow and expensive, placing them beyond the means 
of most. One still sees roots offered at $7.50 to $20.00 each. 

Three years ago we contacted the largest producer of ‘Iree 
Peonies, and arranged to take his entire crop. This year the 
quantity is sufficient to offer them at a price never before 
dreamed possible. The colors available are Pink, White, Red, 
and Purple. Large Size $3.00 each, 4 for $9.50 (Save $2.50). 


v 


GLORIOSA 
ROTHSCHILDIANA 


Exotic “Climbing Spider Lily.” Sensa- 
tion of flower shows everywhere, and 
widely used by florists. The blooms are 
gracefully reflexed, deep red with golden 
yellow edge. Discovered in South Africa, 
and named in honor of the Rothschilds, 
Gloriosa is very easy to grow and flower, 
and the unusual cigar-shaped tuber, as 
well as the fascinating blooms, will create 
more interest than anything else in your 
garden. King-size, top quality tubers, 
$1.50 each, 4 for $5.00. 


GROWERS EXCHANGE, Inc., Box 24500, Farmington, Michigan 


Enclosed is $ stock marked below. Please add 
25c for postage and handling on orders under $5.00. Sorry no COD’s. 


TREE PEONTES DUTCH AMARYLLIS 
$3.00 each ] 4 for $9.50 O $3.50 each 4 for $12.50 


tt FI RE K ] N G 9 O Pink (— White Red O Purple (Attach ist an aaeel sired) 
LI LY “FIRE KING” LILY BULBS All 9 (one of each) for $19.5¢ 
Perhaps the most popular, and unques- ] $1.00 each | 6 for $5.00 
tionably the most colorful and spectacular GLORIOSA TUBERS 
of the European introductions. Flowers 0 $1.50 each ] 4 for $5.00 
are recurved, intense vermilion-scarlet GLOXINIA TUBERS 
with purple-brown spots. Bears massive 1.59¢ each 1 6 for $3.00 we 
flower heads of 20 to 30 blooms for over _ (Attach list of varieties desired) ’ HAEMANTHUS 
three weeks during June and July. Grow 0 All 11 (one of each) for $5.00 J $3.00 each © 2 for $5.00 
3 to 4 ft. tall on strong erect stems. Order ADDRESS 
now and be the first in your community 
to own this striking new Lily. Top size 
bulbs enly $1.00 each, 6 for $5.00. 


CLIVIA MINIATA 
) $3.00 each O 2 for $5.00 
AMARYLLIS FORMOSISSIMA 
] 79¢ each (1 2 for $1.50 


ee ee ee ee ee 





Aren’t you longing for your trees 


to unfold the beauty and joy 
of your outdoor living room? 


Can you see them budding—the leaves, the swaying, whisper- 
ing leaves that are the shade and the privacy of your outdoor 
living? 

How much you would miss those lovely trees! 


Spring spraying will protect them from damage caused by 
insects and disease. Early fertilizing will produce stronger, 
lusher growth, too. Dead and broken branches can be pruned 
off at the same time. 

Such care is a small investmeni to preserve the big value you 
have in fine trees. The care should be expert, because expert 
care is both economical and satisfying. Davey tree experts are 
schooled at the Davey Institute in Kent, Ohio. No tree men are 
more thoroughly trained. And Davey crews use the most modern 
mechanical equipment for efficiency and economy. You’re sure 
to be satisfied, if you use Davey. 

Let a Davey Expert give your trees an annual spring inspec- 
tion. It’s economical to catch troubles before they become too 
serious. If you can’t find “Davey” in your phone book, write 
direct to Kent, Ohio for details... 


DAVEY 


hee L-ypeel Company 


fot, 
THE OLDEST AND LARGEST TREE 2 SAVING SERVICE IN THE WORLD 
@ 
fx 


MARTIN L. DAVEY Jr., PRESIDENT 








Report of 


*“‘How I Started 


a Friend in Gardening” 


Ist AWARD: M. Hauber, 
Bound Brook, N. J. 


IT ALL BEGAN with my transfer from 
an office with southern exposure and 
yards of sills to a reconverted attic office 
with two postage-stamp north windows 
without sills. By the end of September, 
when I would have had each window sill 
banked with green, Marge, whose office 
had lovely windows, showed no _ signs 
of using them. I asked her if she would 
mind if I put my window box there. 
Her answer was, “Sure, go ahead, but 
don’t expect me to take care of them. 
I've never successfully grown anything, 
and I don’t intend to start now!” 

Thereafter, I wandered into her office 
several times a week, watered, plucked, 
fed, and dusted the plants as they flour- 
ished in the light and sun. Toward the 
end of May, Marge thrust a large piece 
of coleus at me. “Look.” she said, “I 
hope you don’t mind. This broke off as 
I opened the window.” 

“That’s all right,” I answered quickly. 
“Let’s put it in water and we'll soon have 
another plant.” 

I think that struck a spark. First Marge 
was concerned; then her concern became 
interest, even to the point of taking 
several plants home for her tiny living 
room. As she cared for them and they 
flourished, she found it necessary to re- 
locate them in larger quarters. That re- 
sulted in her first outdoor garden venture 

a window box. 

The blooms and color must have 
pleased her, for the following September 
as I talked about clearing out my gar- 
den, Marge inquired, “When do _ the 
window boxes come back?” She didn’t 
want to part with hers. Following some 
magazine suggestions, she put small 
evergreens in the boxes after she had 
taken her cutting and was going to leave 
them in place during the winter. Her 
attitude toward plants continued to im- 
prove. I still had to snip, dust, and feed, 
but Marge took care of the watering. 

She had gradually become aware that 
down below her second story apartment 
window was a small unused plot of land 
—not very promising, but big enough 
to hold some experimental blooms. In 
the spring Marge, with the approval of 
her landlord, began to remove the piles 
of tins, rocks and wires. Her husband 
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Uses BLOSSOM-SET Hormone on Tomatoes — WINS PRIZE! 


3 ONE GIANT CLUSTER OF 





Mr. Sinnae C. Kling of Tyrone, Pa., 
exhibits his prize winning cluster of 
nine giant tomatoes which weighed 
11% Ibs . .. an average of 1% 
Ibs. each . . . and won a prize at a 
garden show! 








PLANTS GROW LIKE MAGIC! 


Transplants and Nursery Stock 
Take Root MUCH FASTER 
when fed with 


GARDEN -LIFE 
Soluble PLANT FOOD 


The High-Powered liquid 
fertilizer with the 
Greatest Plant Food Content! 


You'll grow bigger and bet- nes BM 

ter plants of all kinds... K@AV}i0) @ 
you'll have larger, more LIFE 
colorful blooms . . . bigger, 

tastier fruits and vegetables AWN Shs rece 
which ripen earlier ...a 
more luxurious lawn .. . 

healthier, more vigorous 

shrubs and trees when you 

use GARDEN-LIFE, the 

high-powered soluble ferti- 

lizer with the greatest plant 

food content plus the root 

developing hormone. 


Marvelous for Transplanting 


Nothing . . absolutely nothing . . . surpasses 
GARDEN-LIFE as a transplant starter. Your trans- 
plants suffer hardly no shock, resume growth 
almost at once with practically no wilting, no re- 
placing of delicate flowers, tender tomatoes, 
shrubs or trees. 


New Growth Vigor for All Plants! 


GARDEN-LIFE’s very high analysis (10-52-17) plus 
its root-developing hormone and its instant and 
complete solubility in water makes new growth 
vigor more quickly available = everything _ that 
grows, from tender to 
= plants, lawns and , any Use for foliar 
eding too! Wonderful for African Violets! 





GET GARDEN-LIFE TODAY! 


pen Much EARLIER 
mor BLOSSOM-SET! 
16 Plants Yield Over 400 Ibs! 


Just spray BLOSSOM-SET Hormone on to- 
mato flowers. Stops dropping of blossoms. 
Practically every blossom sets fruit. Toma- 
toes ripen up to three weeks earlier. 
Fruits are larger, meatier, better-tasting. 
Yields are much bigger. Many Tomatoes 
are SEEDLESS! 


Hormone sprayed tomato (right) is larger, 
meatier, firmer, seedless. Unsprayed tomato 
(left) is watery, with flabby, jelly-like pulp. 


EXPERIMENT STATION PROOF! 


Experiment Stations all over the country 
have proved the effectiveness of BLOS- 
SOM-SET. Here are some of the test re- 
sults: Massachusetts first picking 
yielded 276 ripe tomatoes from 88 plants 
sprayed with BLOSSOM-SET; not a single 
one was ripe on 88 unsprayed plants. 
Georgia . . . BLOSSOM-SET sprayed plot 
yields 30 Ibs. compared with 1/2 Ibs. from 
unsprayed plot in first 3% weeks of pick- 
ing. Minnesota . . . Plants sprayed with 
BLOSSOM-SET yield ripe tomatoes two 
weeks earlier than unsprayed plants. 


9 TOMATOES WEIGHS 11% Ibs! 





UNSOLICITED LETTER FROM 
PRIZEWINNER HARRY C. KLING 


about BLOSSOM-SET 
“This last Spring | purchased a bottle of 
BLOSSOM-SET which | used on tomatoes 
with wonderful results. | had one bed of 
16 plants and up until this date (Sept. 14th) 
1 have picked 279 Ibs. from the 16 plants, 
and if we have no frost for another two 
weeks ! estimate there will be another 150 
Ibs. 
The fruits came in clusters of 4 to 8 fully 
developed tomatoes and you will mote by 
enclosed picture, one cluster weighed 1114 
ibs. All the blossoms of each cluster de- 
velop nice, smooth tomatoes and ripen 
much earlier with treatment of BLOSSOM. 
SET 
Yours, 
Harry C. Kling 
Tyrone, Pa. 


(signed) 











YOU CAN DO IT TOO! 

Just spray BLOSSOM-SET on your tomato 
plants. Be sure to use genuine BLOSSOM-SET, 
the hormone made specifically for tometoes, 
not for apples or fruits! 





Use NEW 
Aerosol 
BLOSSOM-SET! 


The convenient, 
easy way to use 
BLOSSOM - SET. 
Just push the 
button and . 
WHOOSH .. 
the job is done! 
Treats 100 plants. 
Or use _ regular 
BLOSSOM-SET in 
ordinary sprayer. 











Aerosol BLOSSOM-SET 
12 oz. can (treats 100 plants) 
Regular BLOSSOM-SET 
4 oz. (makes gal. spray) 
1 pt. (makes 4 gals. spray) 
8 oz. Ag. Conc. (makes 50 gals. Ee sie 





Stop Mowing Lawn Edges! 


Just Spray With Amazing STOP-GRASS— 
Grass Stays Short for Months! No Mowing! 


No more  back-breaking 
work on your hands and 
knees, cutting and trim- 
ming lawn edges in the hot Bs 
summer sun! This won- 
derful chemical discovery, 
STOP-GRASS, containing 
MH-40, makes grass grow 
so slowly that it stays short 
and doesn’t have to be 
trimmed for up to 3 or 4 
months. Just spray STOP- 
GRASS on lawn edges or 
other hard-to-mow grass 





edges (around trees, flower 
beds, along fences, etc.) 


cut and trim it just once, then forget it! The grass ing. It’s BERRY- 
actually continues to grow, but so very slowly that SE that makes 


For 50% to 100% Bigger 


STRAWBERRIES 


Blackberries and Raspberries 


Spray with BERRY-SET 


The original berry hormone that has 
been throroughly tested and proved by 
Experiment Stations, State Colleges and 
the U. S. Dept. of Agriculture. 


You'll get berries that are 50% to 
100% bigger; berries that are meatier, 
more luscious, and 
have fewer seeds. 
You'll start pick- 

these BERRY- 
SET sprayed fruits 
earlier and keep 
on picking them 
long after plants 
usually stop bear- 





it won‘t need to be trimmed for months! And it 
remains beautifully green. 


SO EASY TO USE! 


plants ripen over 
a longer period 
Just mix BERRY- 





SET with water, 


syRawosngies 





When you use GARDEN-LIFE, you'll agree with 
thousands of others, it is the best soluble plant 
food you've ever us 


Just mix with water and spray or sprinkle on grass. 
Drift will not harm a. shrubs or trees. 
SAVE WEAR AND TEAR ON YOURSELF WITH 
STOP-GRASS! USED BY PROFESSIONAL LAND- 
5 oz. (makes 5-10 gals.)........... $0.50 SCAPERS: 
14 oz. (makes 14-28 gals.) 1.00 Just Spray ——. with —* SET! 

‘ a ee 7 1% oz. ag as 8 Ry 4 ‘ 1 oz. (makes 4 s.) : $0.50 
2 Ibs. (makes 32-64 gals.)............ 2.25 fe ee. ORO errr rrr 2.25 3 oz. (makes 1 ee ¥ oi 1.00 
5 ibs. (makes 80-160 gals.).......... 4.50 se fF fe 8 ee rrr eer 6.95 12 oz. (makes 48 gals.) 3.00 


SCIENCE PRODUCTS COMPANY, INC. 


1230 E. 63rd Street Dept. F 45 Chicago 37, Illinois 


and spray. RE- 
SULT: Berries like 
you've never had 
before! 











Available at all good garden supply stores. 

unavailable at your dealer, order direct from us. 

RESULTS GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 
No Stamps, No C.0.D’s . . . please 





DEALERS: Write for catalog and full information on this popular line. 
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X helped. They worked in an _ unhurried 


Wael | atmosphere of leisure and fun. 
; I began to get daily reports and re- 
bad quests—"“What do we do now? What do 
3 @ we plant in the shade? What will climb 
ao up those ugly walls? What shall we plant 
“ge ‘ in the One spot that gets the sun? Prog- 
BEGI WITH ress was slow. They pulled weeds, turned 
. the soil, read garden magazines and books, 


talked plants—all of which stimulated a 
- : < > new, more animated conversation and 
interest which Marge brought into the 
office. 
Her first garden was an overwhelming 
success. From it came bunches of flowers 
sometimes just one choice blossom to 
decorate our desks. The realization, 
though, that I had introduced one more 
friend to gardening came with a report 
from Marge: “My husband’s hands are 
gathering callouses.” When I asked why, 
she replied with a tiny air of superiority, 
“Well, don’t you know how deep you 
have to dig and how well you have to 
prepare the soil for rose bushes?” She 
had arrived. She was the planner and the 
builder of a permanent garden. 


2nd AWARD: Frances B. Mason 


Richmond, Virginia 


MY FRIEND was morally allergic to 
$$, earth. It was, he believed, a site to be 
A a : covered with cement and bricks. Garden- 
Enjoy the beauty of your garden all summer! os / ing meant vanity. Seed catalogs — were 

Start now to spray regularly with Black Lea Black fakes. I armers nev er made a living. 
~ 40® to protect your flowers, shrubs, vegetables, f 9% When he retired from a very pressing 
fruit and shade trees. Highly effective against iif business, he found nameett painfully atte. 
destructive insects. Spares bees and friendly is On a strictly temporary basis I lured 


predatory insects. One teaspoonful toa gallon BLACK ‘ 4 him to a spot of earth beside a green and 


. : lovely cove. gave him a _ comfortable 
1 Aaa wie gy tebe _ ag — LEAF ‘i chair on the porch, and in full view went 
oe with oil to kill rod t po fons 40 i ? to work with trowel and watering pot. | 
fungicides for combined bug and blight con- | ‘"*" “sum | SO: + ae SNNNNS a SEURS Ne 
trol. ¥ ts never develop resistarce to Black Active womee i the picture to the front. All I got from 
A Vy the rocking chair was advice. I would 

Leaf 40. It provides dependable control. get the backache bending over so much; 
Black Leaf 40 is the famous nicotine insecti- | was wasting water; it looked like rain 
° dees anyway. Desperately I thought of his 
ees a es ell gumn fo bene. Ounce porn a fondness for bricks. So I began to plant 
ears. nsects mes. n cents. Ye rate ow 4 . » 
Never clogs spray nozzles. Never stains Oe ‘iiakadet es a in a serrated row along one 
F< eae ma ay Bot Ba mage re see $1.19. Down from the porch came my friend, 

° Fu rections 


' . with a string and a yard stick to show 
from plants. Buy Black Leaf 40 today! in every package. me how to be mathematical. In_ short 


time he laid the bricks neatly around one 
border, then started a second. Two were 


Ask the man with the best garden! not geometrical enough, so he made a 


third. He smoothly raked over all my 


tender seedlings, and reset all the staked 

For oe santana envelopes in orderly lines in nice tidy 

Black Leaf 40 Slug nail Pellets ; stwee ‘ce tidy r F serrate 

25% Phygon Fungicide Arsenate of Lead soil between nice tidy rows of serrated 
50% Mejathion Spray 10% Lindane Spray bricks. 

Lime Sulphur Spray 5% Dieldrin Granular Thi ‘der 296e : ~ P 

Garden Dust 45% Chlordane Spray This order pleased him so much that 


1% Rotenone Dust 50% DDT Wettable Powder he purchased some shears to tidy up 
White Oil Spray 5% Chlordane Dust the shrubs. Snip. Down went every grace- 
PC Crabgrass Killer OP tie 
ful green branch. He was, he said, raising 
For Weeds and Brush a view, not bushes. 


2,4-D Weed Killer 2,4,5-T Brush Killer —s _ aaa : 
Arsenical Weed Killer In the early morning, I crept out and 


slipped new zinnia and marigold plants 

i aaa Use into the neat borders. From open fields 
yrenone InsectKillerAerosol Fly Spray Ea ; , hints iad gids 
11-36 Insect Killer Aerosol 45% Chlordane Spray I brought saffron and bouncing Bet ready 
C-P-R Plant Spray Aerosol to bloom, mullein and spadefuls of 
Michaelmas-daisy shoots. Surreptitiously 

For Rodent cnet ; 1 soaked all of these with forcing fer- 

Warfarin Mouse Killer Bait Warfarin Rat Killer Bait tilizers, both foliar and root. When he 

Sg —— saw the watering can used so much, he 

x ror tHe Black Leaf® on tne rep an Wuite PACKAGE bought a hose and played rain man so 
avidly that by August the bricks guarded 
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lush green splotches of bright bloom and 
a multitude of interesting buds. 

The following winter, I caught my 
friend frequently reading up on fertilizers. 
By the time the jonquils bloomed, he was 
a complete gardener. And I took over the 
rocking chair on the porch. 


3rd AWARD: Muriel K. Durgin, 
Floral Park, L. I. 


| OFTEN WONDER if I should have started 
my neighbor in gardening. At least that 
was one area where she didn’t outshine 
me. She dressed better, shopped better, 
kept house better, even cooked better. 

One day, as she watched me pry out 
crabgrass between violas and _ sweet- 
alyssum, she said, derisively, “All I'll 
ever try to grow are irises. I have little 
space and less time. Irises I can plant 
between the fence and the driveway. Just 
let them alone and they'll take care of 
themselves!” 

I was never niggardly in sharing flowers 
with my neighbor. Little by little as she 
came to know my clove pinks, Oriental 
poppies, columbines, Fashion, Climbing 
Talisman, Mirandy and Blanche Mallerin 
roses, my friend began to waver in her 
dedication to irises. “Climbing roses might 
do very well along the fence,” she mused. 

This was my opportunity to lend her 
my rose catalogs and McFarland-Pyle’s 
How To Grow Roses. She discovered 
there were roses for even her limited 
space and started a floribunda collection, 
which didn’t include the roses she espe- 
cially admired in my garden. When Christ- 
mas came, I had my favorite rose grower 
send her a gift announcement that one 
Fashion, one Floradora and one Climbing 
Talisman would reach her at proper plant- 
ing time. 

Meanwhile, because of her continued 
devotion to iris, | was on the look-out for 
iris articles for her. To my amazement, 
I found the iris field unexpectedly rich, 
with dwarfs, pastels and even fragrant va- 
rieties instead of the common “purple 
flag” I had known. I wound up ordering 
a beginner's collection while my friend 
went on to bigger and better irises such 
as Cherie, Peach Meringue, Burmese 
Ruby and Velvet Dusk. When the orders 
arrived, we swapped several items. She 
gave me Pink Perfection, Snow Velvet, 
Marquita and Matterhorn for the Ballet 
Girl and Goldbeater I offered her. I 
tried to even the score later by giving 
her Caesar’s Brother, Eric the Red and 
Helen Astor of the Siberians. 

When she mentioned extending her gar- 
den activities even further, I gave her 
plants of violets and pinks, lily-of-the- 
valley pips and jonquil bulbs. She re- 
ciprocated with divisions of her dwarf 
iris. My next move was a subscription to 
a garden magazine for her birthday. She 
countered with /0,000 Garden Questions 
for my Christmas. 

Now she fertilizes, sprays, dusts, digs 
and mulches. Her roses and gladioli are 
bigger and better than mine. She is de- 
bating whether to uproot her trees in the 
front and back of the house to make room 
for carnations, lilies and chrysanthemums 
or to naturalize spring-flowering bulbs 
under the trees instead. This year, it’s 
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You can head for the nearest ham- 


mock when you water your lawn 


with Melnor's oscillating 

Swingin’ Spray! Just set it 

.and forget it! You don't 

have to watch it or move it 

.it does your whole lawn while 

you relax And best of all, it's made to last a lifetime! 


Melnor's Swingin’ Spray covers most 
lawns with a single setting. Its deep 
penetrating oscillating spray 
develops healthier, more 

luxurious, lawns. Even 

the weatherman says: 

“It's better than rain!’ 


Available in 3 models, 
covering areas up to 


2400 sq. ft. 8-95 


priced from 


ORDINARY SPRINKLER MELNOR’S SWINGIN’ SPRAY 
waters lawns un-uniformly e large rectangular area spray 
spotty small area coverage gets into corners 
leaves lawn corners dry adjustable for small areas 
wets sidewalk and passersby gentle deep-penetrating spray 
must be moved frequently ‘‘Perma-Sealed” lifetime lubri- 
forms run-offs & puddles cated motor keeps out dirt 





NEED.-- 


Free! Write for Melnor's booklet: 
“Water Your Lawn From an Easy Chair” 


MELNOR METAL PRODUCTS CO., INC. 
Dept. F4, 10-40 45th Ave., Long Island City 1, N. Y. 


roe 





NEW LIFETIME 


FAMOUS STERN’S NURSERIES PRESENTS THE 


EVERBLOOMING 


WINTER HARDY at 35° below! 


Blooms 90 Days After Planting 


A NEW RACE OF ROSES 


THE ROSE OF THE FUTURE. These magnificent species were developed 
by famous Rosarian Walter D. Brownell after a lifetime of ex- 
periments and thousands of field trials. Hailed by the entire flower 
world. Be among the first in your area to grow these beauties. 
Have a riot of reds, pinks, yellows and oranges in your garden 
long after other gardens have quit for the winter. 


STRONGER, DEEPER ROOTS MEAN 
SUPER-HARDY, LONGER-LASTING BLOOMS! 


AS ULE The secret of the Sub-Zero Rose lies 
\//al in development of this entirely new 


race resulting from the cross breeding of the 





w “ 


Walter D. Brownell (pictured in 
hybridizing field) awarded medal 
for Distinguished Service by 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden with 
the following citation—‘‘From 
the wild Rose (Rosa Wichurai- 
ana) of the Orient, you have lit- 
erally picked out inherited char- 
acteristics of sub-zero hardiness 
and resistance to disease.”’ 


‘ 


SUB-ZERO ROSE BREEDERS ACCLAIMED BY 
BROOKLYN BOTANIC GARDEN AND 
GARDEN CLUB OF AMERICA 


Awarded the Jane Righter Rose 
Medal of the Garden Club of 
America—with the following ci- 
tation—‘‘Walter Brownell van- 
quished that enemy of the rose 
—Blackspot . . . He has given 
America a new race of roses 
of exceptional value. Thousands 
who never before could grow 
them are now successful.”’ 


vigorous Rosa Wichuraiana with the modern 

hybrid Tea Rose. Not only is it stronger, more 

vigorous, hardier above the ground—but the 
roots themselves are stronger—en- 
able plants to get more food—ab- 
sorb more nourishment for extra 
strength during cold winter months. 
Insure longer-lasting beauty in your 
garden. 


WHY SUB-ZERO ROSES ARE LIFETIME ROSES 


Unlike other roses which are 
usually at their peak the first 
year, Stern’s Sub-Zero Roses, 
being bred back to the hardy, 
vigorous Rosa Wichuraiana, 
increase in size and beauty with 
each year, reaching their peak 
during the fourth or fifth sea- 


10 


son and will continue their 
spectacular display for a life- 
time. 

Since Sub-Zero Roses do in- 
crease in size year after year, 
it is advisable to plant them 
further apart than regular hy- 
brid teas. 2 to 3 feet is best. 











ONLY STERN'S DARES MAKE THIS 
MOST SENSATIONAL NO-RISK GUARANTEE 


FIVE YEAR 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEE 


Money back or plants replaced if not 100% delighted! 

We're so sure you'll enjoy trouble-free lifetime beauty that we 
make this amazing guarantee . . . 

“FAMOUS STERN’S NURSERIES unconditionally guarantees 
your complete satisfaction with these super hardy SUB-ZERO 
ROSES for 5 FULL YEARS from date of planting.” 

No “ifs”—no “ands”—no “buts”. If for amy reason you are not 
delighted with their vigor, their beauty, or their blooms, your 
money refunded or plants replaced immediately upon request. 
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SUPER-ROSE 


Guaranteed For 5 Years 


MOST IMPORTANT ROSE DEVELOPMENT SINCE THE HYBRID TEA 


UB-ZERO ROSE 


DISEASE RESISTANT! Needs Almost No Spraying! 
BLOOMS, BLOOMS, BLOOMS— SPRING, SUMMER, FALL 


Exceptional in spectacular long-lasting, ever-blooming performance. Need no pro- 
tection—even in coldest, severest winter as low as 15° below. Just leave them alone! 
Hardy in temperatures as low as 35° below with light protection. Year after year, 
enjoy giant flowers of richest color produced in abundance on big, vigorous bushes 
covered with lush green foliage. Most have exquisite old-fashioned rose FRAGRANCE 
—sweet delightful perfume not found in other modern roses. 


EVERY PLANT FAMOUS STERN'S NO. 1 QUALITY 


re ee ee a ne 


SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER-ACT NOW! 


We have listed in this handy order form the 6 best SUB-ZERO varieties in the 
6 most popular colors. Plant them all for a lifetime of rose enjoyment for just 


A Lifetime Of Beauty And Color 


So absolutely hardy and vigorous, they bloom con- 
tinuously Spring, Summer and Fall starting this 
Spring! Astounding in size and beauty, their lovely 
flowers hold magnificent coloring even during hot 
spells. Big, healthy plants, they laugh at conditions 
that would kill their weaker cousins. Hailed the 
ROSE OF THE FUTURE, they are bred for beauty 
of flower plus beauty and vigor of bush. Now any- 
one can have—and keep a beautiful rose garden with- 
out troublesome and expensive yearly replacements. 


LONGER LIFE! Just like plants that grow in the wild, 
they live for a lifetime through cold winters and hot 
summers. Drought resistant, they seem to thrive on 
adversity. 


MORE BLOOMS! Immense flowers—often more than 
100 on a single four-year bush. Produce many more 
blooms than ordinary hybrid roses. Plants start bloom- 
ing early—bloom all season long, right through hot- 
test Summer—often until early snow has fallen! 
They'll start blooming this Spring. 


FREEDOM FROM BLACKSPOT: Over $100,000 spent on 
research! Many of these Sub-Zero Super-Roses are 
totally immune to common Blackspot and most other 
rose troubles. They need less spraying than delicate 
ordinary types—many require no spraying at all! 





STERN'S LIFETIME EVERBLOOMING 


SUB-ZERO ROSE 


GARDEN COLLECTION 
(Group 24-S$27) 


TWO OF EACH VARIETY. Enjoy the most beautiful 
rose garden without backache or heartache! Plant 
two of each variety listed in coupon at right. 

12 plants $24 postpaid 


P 





ONE OF EACH. 6 different Sub-Zero varieties. One- 
of-each listed in coupon. 
6 plants. 





$12.50 postpaid 


If you only have room for three plants—pick any 
three from list in coupon at right. 


3 plants..... $6.50 postpaid 














USE THIS ORDER FORM 
STERN’S NURSERIES 


GENEVA, NEW YORK 
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pennies a year. 


QUEEN O’ THE LAKES—dork red 
No rose ever had more fullness of 
grace, brilliance, and elegance of 
8380 form, or color more beautiful than 
this velvety crimson Queen. Fully double 
flowers up to 5 inthes wide. Very vigorous. 


[| CURLY PINK—two-tone pink 


Matchless in the combination of size 

and form of bloom, beauty of cluster, 
8364 bloom quantity, constancy, vigor and 
foliage, hardiness and performance. Many 
large, two-toned pink blossoms, in several 
stages, often form a gorgeous bouquet on a 
single stem, 2 or more feet long; over 50 


gracefully recurled petals. Immune to Black- 
spot. 


VICTORY—lemon yellow 


Most beautiful of all the yellows. 

Large and very double with rich fra- 
8390 grance—it is a constant bloomer even 
in adverse conditions. Victory is famous for 
its long-lasting loveliness and ability to hold 
its color. 


PINK PRINCESS—deep pink 

Perfect shape. Very double—up to 5 
inches wide. A real beauty. Bud-red, 
8377 flowers deep pink, very popular, fa- 
mous as the first Hybrid Tea free from pre- 
mature defoliation. lemune to Blackspot. 


SHADES OF AUTUMN— multicolor 

Combination of red, yellow and blush, 

double flowers in great abundance. A 
8384 riot of color—with various shadings 
changing from bud to flower. Constantly in 
bloom—very hardy and vigorous. 

RED DUCHESS—light red 

This flower required over 30 years of 

hybridizing to produce this perfection. 
8382 Such captivating fragrance. Such a 
shade of rose-red. Such colorful foliage. Such 
a robust and sturdy sub-zero plant. While 
nearly all Sub-Zero Roses are pleasingly fra- 
grant, the magic of sunshine on these petals 
issues a new fragrance incomparably alluring 
in spicy sweetness and charm. One whiff is an 


experience to be remembered. Immune to 
Blackspot. 


IF YOU WISH TO ORDER GARDEN COLLECTION, (Group 24-S$27), CHECK HERE 


“2 of Each” Variety 
12 plants . . . $24. 


LI 


“One-of-Each” Variety 
6 plants . . . $12.50 


LI 


STERN'S SUPER-GRADE SELECTED NO. 1 PLANTS—GUARANTEED FOR 5 FULL YEARS 


EACH 


$2.50 


POSTPAID 


3 for 


$6.50 


POSTPAID 


6 for 


$12.50 


POSTPAID 


$24.00 





12 for Enclosed 


POSTPAID 











TO STERN’S NURSERIES - DEPT. G - GENEVA, NEW YORK 
Sirs: Send your guaranteed SUB-ZERO Roses. My selection is checked above. 


NAME 





ADDRESS 





TOWN 


STATE 
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FROST 


AN’T HARM 
PLANTS 


Flowers and 
, Vegetables 


3 WEEKS 
EARLIER! 


Give your favorite flowers and vegeta- 
bles an earlier SAFE start! HOTKAPS 
provide individual HOTHOUSES for 
seedlings and young plants, give posi- 
tive protection against frost, storms, 
sun, insects. 


Hotkaps 


BIG GARDEN PKG. of 25 only 95c-Setter Free 


ATTENTION COMMERCIAL GROWERS! 
Larger Pkgs. of 100, 250, 1000 


* * 
. 
‘ 


Strong, dark green ‘“‘in- 
visible’ tapes with wire 
\ reinforcing — protect 
stems, speedily and 
permanently support 
annuals, perennials, 


vines, shrubs, and veg- 
etables. 


TWIST-EMS” 


Box of 100, 
8-inch size, 25¢ 
Pkg. of 50, 
8-inch gins, BOY 
250 ft. contin- 
uous roll, $1 


‘inch size, 29¢ 
16-inch size, DO 
8- riech sie, 10¢ 











Ideal ae for 
SWEET PEAS, 
GARDEN PEAS, 
POLE BEANS, Ccu- 
CUMBERS, TO- 
MATOES. Hung in 














5 minutes. Doesn't 
rot like string, nor 
burn tendrils like 


d wire. * 
TRAIN: ETTS 
“Sariach, ODS “Serinch, SO6 Saorinch, 975 

iW?) 


4 q * 0 




















Amazing protection for newly 
planted seeds, berries, tender 
seedlings, fruit trees, etc. Made 
of shining aluminum, FLYING 
DISKS spin and whirl madly 
in all directions—give blinding 
reflections and weird jingling, 
crackling sounds —to scare 
birds and animals away. Easily 
strung across area to be pro- 
tected —or from branches of 
fruit trees and vines. 


10 FLYING DISKS with complete instrections, only 2¢ 


LVING DISK 


BUY by Mail from your 


*t.M. REG. DEALER or AT HIS STORE 














“en garde” 
petitive 


for our bigger and better com- 
gardening! 
4th AWARD: Mrs. Calvin L. Collins, 


Green Bay, Wisconsin 


MY DEAREST FRIEND, Jeannie, was ill 
and depressed because she couldn’t have 
a family of her own. Remembering a 
school girl trick, I decided to use it to get 
Jeannie interested in flowers. The follow- 
ing day, Jeannie received her first sur- 
prise package with instructions—a bulb 
planted in a flower pot. She remained 
disinterested, and her husband, Dick, 
watered the bulb. 

But when Jeannie saw leaves appear, 
she ran to the instruction sheet and read 


~ that she should put the pot in the light 


of a north window. After that, Dick 
never once had to care for the plant. 

Seeing her interest, | gave her another 
surprise package. This time she immedi- 
ately started taking care of it herself. Soon 
Jeannie learned by the foliage that the 
first plant was a gloxinia. When buds 
appeared, she spent several anxious days 
until she saw with joy that they had 
opened into beautiful velvet red_ bells. 
Not long after, her second plant, a tuber- 
ous begonia, blossomed. By this time, I 
had given her other surprise packages 
containing amaryllis, geraniums and sev- 
eral African-violets. 

In the spring, I discovered Jeannie pre- 
paring the ground for a flower bed. I 
gave her my scrapbook of articles from 
FLOWER GROWER and some of my gladi- 
olus bulbs. 

By watching beautiful flowers grow from 
tiny seeds, Jennie had something else 
to think about instead of her troubles.¢ 








Next Report Subject: 


“MY 5 FAVORITE 
DAY-LILY VARIETIES” 


e There are now many, many 
named day-lily varieties as both ad- 
vanced and beginning day-lily en- 
thusiasts know. We're conducting 
our own popularity poll. Tell us— 
and help other readers—about your 
five favorite named varieties. 

A typed manuscript isn’t 
sary; legible 
Make the 
500 words, 
manuscript 


neces- 
handwriting will do. 
report between 200 and 
and if you want your 
returned, be swre to 
enclose a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope. Payment will be made 
upon publication. 
AWARDS: For the BEST 
$25.00 plus a copy of 
standing new book, A 
American Gardening, reviewed in 
the December issue. Additional 
copies will be awarded to the five 
“next-best” reports. 


report, 
the out- 
Treasury of 


Reports due by April 20 
for publication in July 


Address: 
Report Desk, 
2049 Grand 
New York 


Grower, 
Terminal, 


Flower 
Central 
i. = 
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GERANIUMS 


by Derek Clifford 


This little book, a new English import. 
tells in a short space all you need to 
know to grow and appreciate this well- 
known but little understood plant. 


Contents 
Name and History 
Types of Geranium 
( cultt iral Requirements 
Propagation 
Geraniums for the Garden 
Geraniums for the Collector 
Pests and Diseases 
Geraniums Throughout the World 


With full color cover illustration 
handsome black-and-white photos of 


‘The price $2.00 


At bookstores or direct from 


John de Graff, Inc. 


64 W. 23rd Street New York 10, N. Y. 


and 12 
geran- 











MAKE MONEY IN 


‘LANDSCAPING 


Thorough training by internationally known 
Landscape Architect to start your own busi- 
ness, get a well paid position or improve 


| value of your home. Earn while learn- 


ing. Send for FREE Book. Dept. F-45 
NATIONAL LANDSCAPE = _ 
310 S$. Robertson Bivd. 

Los Angeles 48 Cal, 


First Petunia with 
Hybrid Vigor .at 
a Popular Packet Price! 


Available Nation-wide Qnly in Displays of 


Mandeville 


TRIPLE-TESTED 
FLOWER SEEDS 


The thrilling new Carnival Petunia— 
never before available! Blossoms up 
to 32” across; over 30 colors includ- 
ing many new ones! Limited supply, 
see your dealer early, 

Carnival is only one of the more 
than 300 favorites in the complete 
Mandeville Assortment—every one 
Triple-Tested for (1) Germination, 
(2) oe of Flowers, and (3) 
Completeness of Mixtures—every 
one in the exclusive SHOW HOW 
Packet with map telling when to 
plant in your locality plus pictures 
showing how to tell seedlings from 
weeds. Mandeville King (©o., 
Rochester 1, N. Y., Flower Seed Spe- 
cialists for 79 Years. 


AT STORES ONLY—EVERYWHERE 


FLOWER GROWER 





“IT buy Krilium 1,000 lbs. at a crack. This hard gray 
clay has little natural porosity. I find Krilium main- 
tains tilth, cuts watering time, improves germination, 
root formation, and seedling emergence.” 


6,000,000 YOUNG PLANTS a year is the transplanting chore of 0. H. 
Richardson, St. Elmo, Ill, who sells seedlings in flats. He cannot risk 


sess ws 


BIGGER, BETTER BLOOMS. For 4 2 INCHES of untreated soil washed 
years, Turner Patterson, German- away (right). Soil with Krilium (left) 
town, Ohio, has conditioned ordi- flush to top of carnation bench. Len 
nary field soil with Krilium. He uses Ederer, Omaha, Nebr., says “Krilium 
no sand, peat moss, manure, mulch. promotes fast, uniform water uptake 
Three-bloom Mefo mum plant is and aeration, prevents compaction, 
typical of superior results he gets. puddling, erosion of surface soil.” 


we ym 


MASSIVE ROOTS, GIANT PLANTS. 
Rudy Englehardt, Kirkwood, Mo., 
put scrubby, rootless poinsettias in 
soil treated with Krilium. He grew 
a bumper crop of giant 6-foot, 
2-bloom plants. Note thick root 
structure and unusually sturdy stem. 





damage to young roots, so his soil must have the best of crumbliness 
and porosity. To get it, he conditions with Krilium a half acre at a time. 


CARNATIONS GREW SO FAST for 
Bert Trusdale, Blair, Nebr., in soil 
treated with Krilium, he was able to 
cut them two months early. They 
outproduced plants in untreated soil 
by 3 to 1, grew sturdy stems stand- 
ing as much as 30 to 39 inches tall. 


THESE EXPERTS “SWEAR BY” Krilium soil conditioner 








YOU, TOO, WILL ENJOY NEW GARDENING THRILLS 
FROM JUST ONE SOIL TREATMENT WITH KRILIUM 


That’s a nice thing about Krilium. You 
don’t have to be an expert to get won- 
derful results with it. 


Ali you do is mix a little in your soil 
when you cultivate. Krilium holds your 
soil in ideal condition for plant growth. 
Normal watering and feeding do the rest. 


Krilium is a powder, a chemical soil 
conditioner proved and re-proved in 5 
years of use. No other substance is 
known that conditions soil so well and 
lasts so long. 


In the soft, loose soil structure Krilium 


maintains, air, water and plant food 
penetrate deeply as needed. Roots 
spread quickly and easily. No hard 
surface crust forms to hinder emergence. 
Topsoil stays in place even during heavy 
rains and hard watering. Soil bacteria 
vital to plant growth multiply rapidly. 
Transplanting is fast, easy and safe. 


Before you garden another minute, 
order some Krilium from your garden 
supply outlet. You'll be treating your- 
self to the most exciting gardening 
you've ever enjoyed. 


Krilium, 5 lbs. $4.95, 


1 lb. $1.39 


MONSANTO | 


Mi 








Krilium is made by MONSANTO where creative chemistry works wonders for you 
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There's green 
thumb magic in 


Rinehart’s 
Garden Library 


§ wonderful 
books show you 
the easy Way 
toa glorious 

garden 


| 30 Each 


; 

>” ie? % 
ONLY ¥ 4 
“No other books ever have dealt so ad- 
equately, yet so simply, with garden subjects, 
as those in this fine series. Each is the work 


of an expert whose writing betrays his or her 
love of the topic.’’—Chicago Tribune 


Perennials 
By MARJORIE P. JOHNSON, editor of 
Flower Grower Instructions for planting and 
care of 14 special spring, summer and fall 
favorites. Helpful information for designing 
perennial borders, building cold frames, stak- 
ing, dividing, etc. 


Hardy Bulbs 


By R. MILTON CARLETON, contributing 
editor to Flower Grower A wealth of infor- 
mation about bulbs: when, where and how 
to plant and fertilize, and the colors avail- 
able. Covers formal gardens, rockeries, fields, 
and shady corners. 


Lawns 


By JOHN D. BERNARD Special secrets and 
basic principles show the way to a rich green 
tur 


Vegetables 
JACK M. SWARTOUT Everything you 
al to know to grow a flourishing garden 
of 25 vegetables. 


Evergreens 
By L. L. KUMLIEN How 
care for and arrange all 
of evergreens. 


Small Fruits 
By RALPH E. BARKER Planting and culture 
for all kinds of berries and grapes. 


Roses 
By ROY E. 
tions for 
flower, 


Annuals 
By ANN ROE ROBBINS 
for 12 standard varieties 
your garden in bloom 


All books bound in full-color, 
with clear, 


to select, 
varieties 


plant, 
and sizes 


SHEPHERD Easy-to-follow direc- 
cultivation of America’s favorite 


methods 
will keep 


How-to 
which 
all season. 


washable duroid, filled 
how-to-do-it line drawings. 


Order today for a beautiful garden this year 


RINEHART & COMPANY, DEPT. FG 
232 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 


lease send me my copies of 


|} PERENNIALS 

|} HARDY BULBS 
) LAWNS 

}) VEGETABLES 


1 I enclose payment 


—— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| Name 
| 
| 
| 


Zone... . State l 
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New Books 


THE CARE AND FEEDING OF 
GARDEN PLANTS. 184 pages. 
Illustrated. $3.00. American So- 
ciety for Horticultural Science and 
The National Fertilizer Associa- 
tion, Washington, D. C. 


GARDENING IS FUN when everything goes 
right. However, even the novice can 
quickly tell when things aren't going 
right. In fact, the plants themselves speak 
out the loudest—they stop growing, the 
leaves start to change color and some- 
times they just droop over. 

Spotting these signs is easy; deciding 
what’s wrong is much more difficult. The 
Care and Feeding of Garden Plants can 
be a tremendous help. Some of the lead- 
ing plant scientists in the country have 
combined their efforts in preparing this 
book. Although written by scientific men, 
the book is in the language of the aver- 
age gardener. Throughout there are many 
color plates showing the plant’s hunger 
symptoms and disease signs. They're not 
pretty, but could be exceedingly helpful 
to the gardener in spotting his troubles, 
whether it be with house plants, vegetables, 
fruit, flowers, trees or shrubs. 

Also included are many diagrammatic 
drawings—in color—of what happens in- 
side the plant and soil, plus helpful charts 
and plant lists. 


WORLD OUTSIDE MY DOOR. 
Olive Bown Goin. 184 pp. Illus- 
$3.50. The Macmillan Company, 
New York. 


rHIs is not a gardening book, but since 
every gardener has a nodding acquaintance 
with the creatures inhabiting the vast 
world outside his door, this is “must” read- 
ing. 

Anybody—from the curious youngster 
to the curious scientist—will be enlightened 
and entertained from the first paragraph in 
which Olive Goin starts her scientific ex- 
pedition: “I put the little magnet that sets 
our maximum-minimum thermometer in 
my pocket and stepped out the back door 
to make my morning check-up of what 
was going on in our back yard... .” 

She found tree frogs and other hopping. 
crawling, chirping and running creatures— 
and a new world for the reader. She also 
found chuckles—and exquisite beauty. 

Gardeners, too, will find it in such 
descriptions as: “The long, level rays of 
the early morning sun struck through the 


tangled woods, here turning a streamer of | 


Spanish moss from smoke-gray to a soft 
green-gold, there splashing a puddle of 
light on the soft brown of the carpet of 
dead leaves. 
cool, for it was late September and the 
heat of the Florida summer was fading.” 

Naturalists—and we all are—will have 
a clear picture here: “A splash, a circle 
in the clear brown water, and a pair of 
long, skinny, greenish-brown legs disap- 
pearing under the layer of dead leaves on 





The air felt new-washed and | 


THIS LOVELY 6-PC. SET FROM FLORENCE, mm ¢ 


WORTH $4 TO $6 
YOURS FOR ONLY 25° 


To demonstrate 
the thrills and 
satisfaction of 
receiving beauti- 
ful, exotic, valu- 
able gifts from 
foreign lands at 
less than half 
their U.S. value, 
you can now 
apply for a one- 
month member- 


ship in Around- iy ; . F 5 
the-World Shop- <7 Set is traditional Ren 


aissance; antique finish, 
pers Club for ff 
only 25¢! For this you get this fascinating 6-piece 
Tableware setting hand-made in Florence, Italy 
— postpaid, duty-free! When you receive it you 
will understand what it means to get distinctive 
gifts direct from ateliers in Paris — from tiny 
Black Forest woodcarving shops — from noisy 
Persian bazaars... yes, gifts from the world over! 
Upon acceptance, we will enroll you as a one- 
month member and reserve a regular membership 
in your name. However, you are not obligated to 
accept it; you may cancel after receiving this 
first gift or at any future time. Send only 25¢ for 
your tableware set. Do it today! ONLY ONE SET 
TO A FAMILY 


AROUND-THE-WORLD SHOPPERS CLUB 
Dept. 911-F, 71 Concord $t., Newark 5, N.J. 


sree oTROPICAL FISH * 
FOR PROFIT!...AT HOME! © 

wWELP MELP US FUL HUGE DEMAND. - Wonderful $$$ 
Opportunity. No experience. No expensive 
equipment needed. SOME SELL FOR $75 PAIR 
AND MORE! Fascinating! Beautiful! Enter- 
taining! We supply everything. Make Big 
Money spare-time at home. Give your age, IF 
= list your equipment if any. 

ISIMESS PLAN, Westrated Folder, all DETAILS 


Write: yp EtG4) RRFEDERS OF AMERICA 
UF QUALIFIED Dept. NS 15127 S. Broadway, 
Bs ngeies 61, Calif. 


300,000 families benefit from 


Hower Grower's helpful hints 




















It’s Easy—It’s Fun to Arrange Flowers! 


The ONLY Book Published 
on Flower Arrangement 
For TODAY'S Homes! 


Contemporary 


FLOWER 
ARRANGEMENT — 


by 
Rae L. Goldson, 
Accredited Judge, 
National Council of 
State Garden Clubs 


Here is a modern, beau- 
tifully illustrated guide 
to exquisite flower ar- 
rangements that tells 
you how to make prize-winning creations! Con- 
temporary Flower Arrangement is a clear, under- 
standable presentation of problems that affect 
modern home decoration, space, composition, 
forms, balance, scale and proportion. 
Never Before A Book Like This! 
It’s a fabulous treasury of designs and arrange- 
ments with such helpful chapters as: Flower 
Arranging In a Changing World; Design — Key 
To Modern Arrangement ; Color and Texture For 
Moderns ; Modern Arrangement Depends On Good 
Mechanics ; Story and Mood in Modern Arrange- 
ments: Modern Arrangements For The Modern 
Table Setting; New Techniques For Drying — 
and much, much more! Over 100 photographs, 
128 pages with full color jacket. Only $3.50, post- 
paid. Satisfaction guaranteed or money back. 
Send cash, check or money order today. 
NEW! Gardening Made Easy, By Dr. 
thur J. Pratt. 


Ar- 
Filled from cover to cover 
with practical, easy, how-to-do-it advice 
and drawings, garden designs, lawns, an- 
nuals, perennials, roses, trees, shrubs, vege- 
tables, ete. Only $2.98 postpaid. 


HEARTHSIDE press, pept. FG-4 


303 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
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LIES FLAT GENTLE, RAINY SPRAY HANDY, USEFUL END CAP 


“Always lies flat, sprays at the correct angle. No down jets to wash away soil. Just uni- “To flush out my Supplex I just unscrew the 
Triple tube construction does it,” says Mr. W. form, rain-like distribution. Children love end cap. Fine also for joining extra lengths,” 
R. Gibson, Jr., of Rockville Centre, N. Y. it!”’ says Mrs. G. Munday of No. Miami, Fla. says Mr. R. Q. Hofacker, Jr., of Easton, Pa. 


WHICH ADVANTAGE OF 
SUPPLEX! SPRINKLERS 
DO YOU LIKE BEST? 


SUPPLIED WITH REEL CURVES AROUND CONTOURS SPRAYS AREA 20 FEET WIDE 


“Rolls neatly on and off this reel and stores I can curve Supplex to get water just where “Mine sprays over 1000 sq. ft. No water 
conveniently,” says Mrs. J. N. Keen, recog- I want it. I'd say I liked that advantage best,” wasted, no dry or over-soaked areas,” says 
nized gardening authority of Louisville, Ky. says Mrs.C. Ray McMicken of Hollywood, Cal. Mr. A. H. Harwell of Corpus Christi, Tex. 


Sess the a, pe oe Tes aes Pra 
20 ak iin Geige Mitey ot yoce Mlb 
“When you do, you'll know why 4 times as many 








FEET $998 50 FEET $598 
both include storage ree! 


- SUPPLEX CORPORATION, Garwood, N. J. 
*U.S, Pat. #2,621,075. Other Pats. Pending 
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MARBLE IRIS GARDENS 


Box 387-F, Grandview, Washington 


inbseqpe with Lis 


ALL AMERICAN IRIS 
for 1955 


6 Se 
CHIVALRY 

LADY MOHR 
ELMOHR 

BLUE SHIMMER 
SNOW FLURRY 
SABLE . 

GREAT LAKES 

PINK CAMEO 
SOLID MAHOGANY 
AMANDINE 
MINNIE COLQUITT 
BRYCE CANYON.. 
MULBERRY ROSE 
CHANTILLY 

DESERT SONG 


Ruffled gold 
Cornflower blue 
Purest white 
Medium blue 
Chartreuse 

Red mulberry 
Blue white plicata 
Snow white 
Near black 
Finest blue 
Flamingo pink 
Mahogany red 
Cool cream 
White purple 
Copper henna 
Mulberry 
Lavender gold 
Cream gold 
.Fine red 


ROCKET 
All 20 for ONLY $12.95 (catalog value $20.00) 
or Select any 10 for ONLY $6.95 
Select any 5 for ONLY $3.95 


Labeled and Postpaid 


Send 25c for Iris catalog 
showing nearly 100 Iris in // 
full color. Free with orders 

from this advertisement. 





Permanent ° 
Garden: 
Markers - 


Durable plastic labels, 
2%" x 12" attached 
firmly to sturdy 14” 
non-corrosive steel 
supports. Easily 
removed for writing 
and other uses. Labels 
held at readable angle. 


Always stay clean. 
Anchor prevents turning, 
accidental dislodge- 
ment and frost heaving. 


Lead pencil writing lasts 
for years, but quickly 
erased for re-use. 


Colors, harmonizing 
grey-green or 
conspicuous orange. 


At your dealers 
or sent postpaid. 
10 for $ 1.40 
25 for $ 3.25 


2.639.524 100 for $12.25 


COMPANY, INC. 


HIGH QUALITY 


LOW PRICE 


The first low-cost plant marker combining all the essentials 

of good plant identification. 

%& Molded of durable, weather-proof plastic. Nothing to 
rust, rot, or corrode. 

% Full 2 square inches of horizontal writing surface set 
at easy-to-read angle. Always remains clean. Overall 
height — 5 inches. 

% Harmonious grey-green color. 

*% lead pencil writing lasts for years, easily erased for 
re-use. 

% Anchors prevent accidental dislodgement and frost 
heaving. 


“YOUR PLANTS DESERVE THE BEST IDENTIFICATION” 


ey, po tah): 


If your dealer does not have them yet, 
25 for $1.25 
100 for $4.50 


order direct. 


Room 1212, 1 East 57th Street, New York 22, N. Y. 








the bottom showed that the nervous little 
Bullfrog had not waited to test my in- 
tentions.”—P.J.P. 


HARDY BULBS, R. Milton Carle- 
ton. Illustrated by Rebecca and 
Douglas Merrilees. $1.50. Rinehart 
and Company, Inc., New York. 


BULBS are an important addition to any 
garden. And the beginner will discover 
that they’re not only easy to grow but 
richly rewarding. As the author states: 
“Because it stores food and energy enough 
to crowd an entire year’s growth into a 
few short weeks of life above ground, a 
bulb can use garden space for a period 
of time too short for other plants to com- 
plete the cycle from seed to flower.” 
Spring-blooming bulbs will fill the garden 
with color several months before most 
other flowers bloom. 

Mr. Carleton suggests a list of hardy 
bulbs for the novice and describes simply 
where and how to grow them. He covers 
their use in perennial borders, rock gardens, 
woods, fields and corners, formal beds and 


| for cutting. Sample chapter headings are: 


Daffodils, 
cinths; The 


Narcissi and Jonquils; 
Minor Bulbs; Lilies; 


Hya- 


Irises. 


| This book should be a helpful guide for 


beginners.—A.D. 


PERENNIALS. Marjorie P. John- 
son. Illus. $1.50. Rinehart Com- 
pany, Inc., New York. 


GARDENERS, who have not yet turned to 
growing perennials seriously, will find 
much in this book not only to encourage 
the venture, but to add to their general 
storehouse of gardening know-how. 

It was the beginner, however, for whom 
Miss Johnson primarily wrote this addi- 
tion to the popular and practical Rinehart 
Garden Library Series. Her objective has 
been to see that the uninitiated gardener— 
with a yen for growing perennials success- 
fully—gets a sound and solid schooling 
in the “basics” involved in achieving this 
goal. Writing in a clear and concise style, 
she has presented the facts so they are 
easily understood, easily followed and 
easily remembered. 

The book is illustrated with “how-to” 
line drawings and a couple of plans to 
serve as a guide to the reader who wishes 
to plan his own perennial border. 

The bulk of the volume is devoted to 


| complete cultural instructions for growing 


fourteen favorite perennials, among which 
are: day-lilies, phlox, chrysanthemums, 
lupines, Oriental poppies, hollyhocks, 
sweet Williams, peonies and pinks.—P.J.P. 





Thank you Note 


Our thanks to Jackson and Perkins 
Company of Newark, New York, 
for having Gottscho-Schleisner take 
the rose planting photographs which 
appeared in the March 1955 issue 
of FLowER GROWER on page 64. 
Our thanks also to Woman's Home 
Companion Magazine for letting us 
use these photographs. 
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EXCEPTIONAL SPRING VALUES 


We Proudly Present the “Cream of the World's 
Crops ! Each item produced by an outstanding 
specialist, and offered directly to you at these 
amazingly low prices. All bulbs and plants guar- 
anteed to be blooming size, to arrive in good con- 
dition, and to satisfy in every respect All stock 
shipped at proper plonting time. 


of these  unusvol 
tropico! plonts will 
brighten any shody 
border, porch box, 
or room Assorted 
colors 


The large, highly 
variegated, almost $ 00 
transporent leoves — 


4 GLOXINIA Tubers 


These imported tubers $ 00 
will produce o mass of — 


trunpet-shoped blooms 
either indoors or in the 
gorden. A wide selec- 
tion of mixed colors. 


3 PEONY Roots 


Probably the most popu- $ 00 
lor of all perennials au=» 
These large roots ore 

produced by on expert 

Assorted pink, red, and 0 


white. 


delicate pink, heort- 
shaped flowers are ideo! 
for borders or rock 
gordens 


One of the earliest flow- $ 00 
ering perennials, the = 


15 TUBEROSE Bulbs 


Everblooming, pure 
white, wox-like flowers. 
Easily grown, they will 
fill your gorden or room 
with the fragronce of 
orange-blossoms 


OTHER $1 BARGAINS 


Nn 
noes 


10 Achimenes. Assorted Colors 1 
Alstroemeria. Peruvian Lily 1 
Anemones. Wind Flowers. Mixed colors $1 
Astibe. Perennial Spirea 1 
Black-Throated Callas 


Any 6 Specials... 


$500 Postpaid 


Any 12 Specials. . 310% Postpaid 


Double-flowering, 
camellia - cat 4 00 
Aristocrats of the _ 
shade - loving 
plants. Striking 
green leaves— 
large double 
flowers. A “must 
Ya tor every garden 
Assorted colors 


(Bletillia Hyacinthi- 
onc). Hardy Chi- 
nese Terrestial 
Orchid. 12° stems 
beor dainty, orchid- 
shaped mauve flow- 
ers. Likes semi- 
shode. Excellent for 
rock gordens 


7 REGALE LILIES 


America's favorite gor- 
den lily. Fragront, per- 
fectly hardy, and oa 
profuse bloomer. Large 
white trumpets on toll 
stems; buds ore suffused 
red before opening 


4 AURATUM LILIES 


The “Gold Banded-Lily.” 
A prominent gold band 
on its petols gives this 
outstanding favorite its 
name. imported from 
Jopon. Hardy 


7 ESTATE LILIES 


A truly hordy “Easter” 
lily! Attroctive foliage, 
groced with exception- 
olly large, pure white 
blooms. Excellent for cut- 
ting, os well os outdoors 


50 GLADIOLI 


A “Rainbow Mixture” of 
many ovtstonding voarie- 
ties. The best of the 
large flowering varieties 
will be found in this 
choice mixture. Assorted 
colors 


Lucky Four Leof q 

Clover. Dainty 00 
pink flowers — 
bloom profusely 

oll summer 
Dworfideal for 

rock gordens jpots 


(Galtonia,) Grow 
cad S ft. tall. Beor 
great, loose spikes 
of waxy white 
flowers. Very strik- 
ing and unusvol. 


20 Abyssinian GLADIOLUS 


and o sweet frog- 
ronce 

Hondle some oa 
glodiolus 


3 Hardy AMARYLLIS Bulbs 


Amoryilis Holli (Ly- 


coris Squvamigera). $ 00 
“Magic Lily of Ja- —- 
pon.” In late Spring 


Dainty, cream- 
white flowers, with $ 00 
a splash of choco — 
late in the throot, 


foliage disoppeors, 
ond co spike of 
lavender flowers 
springs, like magic, 
from the ground 
Hordy. 


4 RUBRUM LILIES 


Exotic pink lilies from 3 
Jopan. The groceful re- 00 
— 


m flexed petols moke them 


invalvable for use in 
corsoges, and ortistic 


a CJ 
7 TIGER LILIES 


Attractive, large orange $ 00 
flowers with reflexed equ 


petals. An exceptionally 


S| vigorous, hordy stroin 
4 


imported from Hollond 


3 CALLA LILIES 
oe ae ] 00 
planted ovtdoors for eee 


exceptional beauty 
around pools, rock gor- 
dens, etc. We'll ship | 
Yellow, 1 White, ond 
1 Pink. 


6 DAHLIA Tubers 
These ore the lorge, 
decorotive type. Six dif- g 00 
ferent colors ore repre- —_— 


sented—all show vorie- 
ties. One variety alone 
normally sells for the 
price asked for oll six 


Elephant Ears. C. Esculentum 
Cooperia. Rain or Surprise Lily 
Crinum. Giant Lily-like flower... . 
Cushion Mums. Assorted colors 
Curcuma. Indian Ginger Lily 

Funkia Variegata. Plantian Lily 
Eucharis A i Ama: lily, .. 
Hemerocallis. Daylily. Mixed colors. 
Incarvillea. Hardy Gloxinia 
Montbretias. Assorted colors 1 
Nerine. Rose. Fall blooming Amaryllid. $1 
Pachysandra. Fine ground cover 1 
Phiox. Assorted colors $1 
Ranunculus. Asiatic Rose. Mixed colors $1 
Strelitzia. Bird of Paradise 1 
Tigridia. Mexican Shell Flower 
Zephyranthes. Fairy Lily 


UNUSUAL DOUBLE BEGONIAS 
Hanging Basket Type. Mixed colors.. $1 
Carnation-Flowered Type. Mixed colors $1 
Lilliput (Miniature) Type. Mixed 1 
Dazzling Two-Tone Type. Mixed colors $1 
Dainty Rosebud Type. (Bouton de Rose) $1 


ISMENES (Peruvian Daffodils) 
Calathina. White daffodil-like blooms. 31 


12 CANNA Roots 


Scot ie ae Lo 


3 Hybrid AMARYLLIS Bulbs 


The Mead Strain of 8 00 
Giant American Hybrids. 
their enormous leaves os — 
. for the striking colors of 
. their large flower clus- 
ters. Assorted colors. C) 


They can be grown in- 
doors or outdoors, but 
shovid be lifted in the 
Fall. Assorted shades 
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ORDER BY MAIL TODAY 


GROWERS EXCHANGE, INC. 


Enclosed find $ .. Please send me the bargains | have checked above. 


Remember, you can SAVE even more by ordering any 6 specials for 
‘ only $5.00 postpaid, or any 12 specials for only $10.00 postpaid. 


Please add 25¢ for postage and packing if order is under $5.00. All merchandise will be 
shipped at proper planting time. Sorry, NO C.O.D.’s. 


Nn 


24500 DRAKE ROAD 
FARMINGTON, MICHIGAN 


On “OWS “CONN NK aNUEH 


Pancratium. Like above, but later... $1 NAME 
Hymenocallis. White Spider Lily 


LILY-OF-THE-VALLEY 


6 Extra Selected Pips for Forcing...... $1 
12 Smaller Pips for Outdoor Planting... $1 


OO OOO OOOOO  DOOOOOOOOO00O0oOoOoOo0n0noo 
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Almost every back yard has this problem! 
Roots from neighboring shrubs rob flowers 


Midwest 


of FOOD and WATER 
i? 


~~, 


i 


ve 


3 
‘a 
‘e 





Like “underground weeds,” 
shrub roots rob flowers of 


plant food and moisture 


Keep them out with 


NO-SEE ROOT FENCE 


ROOTS HERE 


os ye ae 


Stops moles too! 


For years, horticultural experts have been warning gardeners that a common 
cause of stunted flowers is the invisible network of “robber roots”’ from neighbor- 
ing shrubs. These widespreading, hungry roots take most of the plant food and 
moisture, actually starving the flowers. 

No-See Root Fence puts a steel barrier 12 inches deep between flower beds and 
shrubs, vines and hedges . . . keeps roots out. It can make the difference between 
small, sickly plants and vigorous, healthy specimens loaded with blooms. 

No-SEE Root Fence is made of special hot-dipped, galvanized steel, corrugated 
to permit expansion and contraction. Easy-to-handle sections 2 feet long by 12 
inches deep lock together with special clips to make any length. Bends easily 

BOX OF 


around corners. LAsts A LIFETIME! 
SEE YOUR HARDWARE, 

50 FEET $] O95 
Your deoler will also sell it by the two- 


NURSERY OR GARDEN STORE 
foot section at 89¢ each. 


If not available tocally, send check or money order for $19.95. 
KEELOR STEEL, INC. 


Sold from factory only in 50-ft. boxes. Express prepaid 
921 NINTH ST. S. E, MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA 





‘out in the open. 





Pointers 


by R. MILTON CARLETON 


lovely, sunny weather—this will be 

one of the busiest and one of the 
most enjoyable outdoor months of the 
year. Just to name a few of the chores: 
all hardy and half-hardy annuals and 
vegetables to be seeded; lawn feeding 
and reseeding to be attended to; roses, 
shrubs, trees and perennials to be 
planted; and chrysanthemums to be di- 
vided into single-stem divisions. In 
favorable years, the first cutting of as- 
paragus may begin. 

If, however, rain falls continually, 
making the soil unworkable, we will 
have to postpone these activities and 
combine the most important of them 
with our work for May. Should this 
happen, it will give us a good chance 
to turn to our house plants—items that 
are too often neglected by us at this 
time of year with our eagerness to get 
If they are to make 
good growth, they should be repotted 
now with fresh soil and a- good fer- 
tilizer. Unless cactus plants are 
crowded, let three years lapse between 
repotting. 


[ LUCK IS WITH US—in the guise of 


Dahlias 


We can turn to our dahlias now. 
Tubers can be started up for making 
cuttings; new shoots are cut off just 
above the tuber and rooted in sand or 
vermiculite. Even when plenty of 
tubers are available, it pays to grow 
cuttings: virus diseases that live over in 
the tuber do not translocate upward into 
new shoots readily, so cuttings are 
usually disease-free—unless, of course, 
they are allowed to remain on the plant 
too long before being cut. 


Time for Sprays 


April is: the month for checking 
our spraying and dusting equipment 
to see that it is in working order, for 
we can give our rose beds the first 
spray application of the year after the 
mulch has been removed. Captan, a 
good material for this purpose, will 
kill wintering-over spores of blackspot 
as well as mildew. 

If lilac buds have not opened enough 
to show a line of new green, there is 
still time for a late dormant spray to 
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control scale. . . . As peony shoots 
break through the soil, spray the 
ground with a good fungicide like 
Captan, Spergon, Arasan, etc. This 
will kill the spores of botrytis, the 
disease which causes buds to blast and 
turn brown. Don’t confuse this blast- 
ing, however, with buds that fail be- 
cause the plants are set too deep. 
Chlordane around the plants will pre- 
vent ants from using the plants as a 
place to rear their “cows,” the aphids 
which sometimes cause bud blast. 


Other April Pointers 


Something to remember: Middle 
West sunshine is quite strong; so if 
you are operating a coldframe or hot- 
bed for the first time, be ready to pro- 
vide artificial shading for the glass if 
the sun intensity gets too high. 

This is about the last chance you 
will have to replace those rose plants 
killed during the winter with new, 
dormant plants. After this month, plants 
started in deep: pots must be used. 
These do not always do well, because 
their roots are ‘either cut off or are 
crammed into too small a space. 

Problem spots—those in which the 
grass has been killed out in the winter 
—can often be improved by planting 
a ground cover instead. Now is a good 
time to check where such problem 
spots exist, and to arrange for planting 
these with pachysandra, ajuga or simi- 
lar low-growing ground covers. 

When the new growth on evergreens 
is 12 to 2 inches long, cut off half 
this new growth. This forces the plant 
tc grow two shoots instead of one at 
the point of cutting, making for a 
denser tree. Remember, evergreens 
don’t carry live dormant buds for sev- 
eral years. You can only work on 
this season’s growth: no cutting back 
severely to force denser branching close 
to the stem. 

Vine crops are hard to transplant, 
but our season is so short that it pays 
to try to start these indoors. Melons, 
squashes and pumpkins can be started 
in individual berry boxes and set into 
the spot where they are to fruit, with- 
out disturbing the roots, as soon as 
danger from frost is over. 

And now is the time to decide what 
to do with tulips, narcissi and other 
bulbs after flowering. If these are 
growing where they are shaded by 
perennials or other plants in summer, 
and can be left in without disturbing 
your plans, they are much better off in 
soil than they would be in storage 
trays. If dug and stored, plan to keep 
them where temperature will not be 
below 55° nor above 75°. If they are 
growing where other plants occupy the 
bed in summer, so they must be dug, 
plan on “heeling” them in a corner of 
the garden until tops ripen off.¢ 
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edge 
your lawn 
permanently 


with WO-SEE 
GRASS BARRIER 


Keeps grass in its place. Eliminates 
trimming and lawn edging. Stops 
bluegrass (including new Merion), 
quack grass, Bermuda, St. Augustine, 
bent and others from spreading into 
cultivated areas. Install it around 
trees, shrubs, foundation plantings, 
flower beds; along fences, hedges and 
driveways. Mow right over it trim- 
ming edge neatly. Gives your lawn 
that well-cared for look with half 
the labor! 


—— is made of corrugated galvanized steel. 
f . Di ctions two feet long by 4 inches deep key 
ee SS j = er a ~ together with special clips. Easy to install; just 
spreading reels. drive down to soil level. Bends around cor- 
ners or at right angle. Follows contour of soil. 


Eliminates grass trimming and edging 


BEFORE—Mower leaves grass and weeds AFTER—Trim as you mow! With one wheel in 
cround trees. Hand trimming is necessary. cultivated area, you trim edges neatly. 


The most beautiful lawns have the neatest edges. No-See Grass 
Barrier gives your lawn that just-trimmed, just-edged look all sum- 
mer long without attention. Speeds cultivation too because the steel 
edge guides mulching tool as you slide it along. Prevents dirt 


from washing onto lawn during heavy rains. 


If your local hardware, nursery or department store cannot rT) feet 
supply you, send check or money order. 


postpaid 
Manufactured by: 


KEELOR STEEL, INC., 921 9th St. S. E., Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 
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GARDENING at ite 








is YOURS with 
ROTO -HOE 


Don’t work so hard at gardening and lawn care! ROTO-HOE 
is the nationally recognized garden helper that ’most every- 
one can afford. It will do the hard work for you—you simply 
guide it, getting valuable relaxing exercise from your part. 


ROTO-HOE WAS BUILT FOR YOU! 


The “birth” of ROTO-HOE was based on the needs of an 
average home. gardener, such as you may be. The idea was 
to adopt the action of a hoe in digging, chopping and turn- 
ing the soil to a machine that would greatly multiply the 
work done, yet be simple for anyone to operate, and inex- 
pensive enough so that the average home gardener could 
easily afford it. Many experimental models were tried from 
1936 to 1947 resulting in the standard ROTO-HOE substan- 
tially as now sold. 


MOST MACHINE for your MONEY 


Compare ROTO-HOE with any equipment you wish—for low cost, 
ease of operation, quality of work it does, and adaptability to other 


jobs. We are confident you will decide, just as tens of thousands 
“ aay $134 complete of other home gardeners have done, that ROTO-HOE is “America’s 


Outstanding Power Equipment Value.” 
In spite of constantly rising costs, the ever-increasing 
popularity of ROTO-HOE has made it possible for us 
to continue the low, low 1947 price of only $134 for the 
complete machine. This gives you a value that is hard 
to equal anywhere. 


FAMOUS 20 ROTO-CUTTER » 


This most popular of all ROTO-HOE attachments annually cuts 
enough lawns to stretch from here to Timbuktu and _ back! 
Highly tempered blades rotate underneath the closely guarded 
hood, cutting every grass blade or weed regardless of height. 
The mower wheels along, at your own desired speed, as easily 
as you wheel a baby carriage. It makes it “easy as pie” to have 
a neatly trimmed lawn all the time. You can quickly change 
from ROTO-HOE to this ROTO-CUTTER in a few minutes 
with just one wrench. Price? Best of all—a mere $34.50 for 
this complete attachment for your ROTO-HOE. (If you don’t 
own ROTO-HOE and want the ROTO-CUTTER only, the 
complete cost is only $116.50. 


GET COMPLETE INFORMATION— 
USE COUPON ON OPPOSITE PAGE 


ROTO-HOE & SPRAYER CO., Box 1, NEWBURY, OHIO 
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You'll Enjoy Gardening & Lawn Care with 
These Low Cost ROTO-HOE Attachments 


YES, You can have more leisure time, yet keep your lawn and 
garden in better condition with these ‘‘customer-proven” attach- 
ments. And because of their integral design—all using the 
same power unit, quickly interchangeable—you will actually 


make Big Savings. Look at these values: 


ROTO-ZEPHYR SPRAYER 


Ideal for home gardeners; 
sprays insecticides, fertilizers, 
fungicides, white washes — also 
helps control brush or bonfires 
and in fire-fighting. Five gal- 
lon tank is bonderized and en- 
ameled. High quality phosphor 
bronze pump is inside tank giv- 
ing splash agitation. Spray gun 
is lightweight, easy to adjust 
and foolproof. Complete sprayer 
ready to attach, only $77. 


ROTO-SNOW BLOWER 


Takes the hard dangerous work 
out of snow removal, Cuts a 17” 
swath, throwing the snow well 
off to one side. Easily adjusts 


SAFE-SPEED EDGER 


Designed to edge sidewalks, 
driveways, flower beds, and 


around base of trees, the SAFE- : 


SPEED EDGER has six sharp 
blades which cut a narrow 
trench where needed. Depth is 
easily adjusted. Speed is best 
to prevent throwing stones and 
sticks. Can also be used to till 
borders, small plots and gar- 
dens. Complete edger attach- 
ment costs only $34.50. 


ROTO-BUZZ SAW 


You'll never believe how well 
this saw works until you see it. 
The 16” circular saw blade is 
mounted on a sturdy angle and 


to throw right or left. If you 
live in the snow belt, you will 
no doubt find this the most val- 
uable of all attachments. The 
ROTO-SNOW BLOWER com- 
pee. ready to attach, is only 


2 NEW ROTO-HOE MODELS 


< ke Model 300 ROTO-HOE —for the larger home and garden, 1 to 2 acres or more. 
rger, heavier, more powerful (3.3 h.p.), this model has two speeds and power drive in 
wheels. It’s still narrow enough to operate between rows in larger gardens, and it does 
an outstanding job of tilli and cultivating. Complete machine as shown sells for only 
228. and the new 24” ROTO-CUTTER attachment can be had for only $58. additional. 

ickly interchangeable. These are values that are hard to match! 


tubular steel frame, with a 
non-binding tilting table. Will 
saw even the hardest woods 
easily, quickly. Saw attachment 
complete with blade and V-belt, 
ready to attach to ROTO-HOE 
costs only $42.50. 


For Larger or Smaller Areas 


ae ae . «ee wl elhlUlehCle!)™CU OUNGw “Hummin’ bird” ROTO-HOE => 
Horizontal Cultivator Model—for the smaller home and garden. Here’s a lightweight 
(only 45 Ibs. total), narrow (9 wide) cultivator which operates on an entirely new 
principle: three sharpened blades are rotated horizontally by the 2 h.p. motor, digging 
and thoroughly mixing the soil to whatever depth you desire. Two side discs protect 
plants and branches from blades. Will operate easily in many narrow places where 
only hand weeding and hoeing is otherwise possible. 

he price is a new low for such an efficient, high qualit power tool—only $105. 
complete! And you can add the quickly interchangeable 20” RO O-CUTTER attachment 
for only $32.50 more. Imagine! BOTH these excellent work-savi tools for a total of 
only $137.50! Here’s one of America’s outstanding ‘‘Buys” of 1955 





USE THIS COUPON TODAY! 


TO ROTO-HOE & Sprayer Co. 
Box 1, Newbury, Ohio 
Please send me your beautiful new 16-page, four-color catalog FREE, 


and the name and address of nearby dealer where I may see the 
complete ROTO-HOE line. 


5 FREE CATALOG 


Tells all about ROTO-HOE 
and low-cost attachments, 
and the two new ROTO-HOE 
models. We will also send 
you the name of your nearby 
dealer where you can ar- 
range for a “no obligation” 
demonstration. USE COUPON 
TODAY! 


New. \6 pick CATALOG 
IN 4 COLORS FREF ) 


ROTO-HOE & SPRAYER CO. 


BOX 1 NEWBURY, OHIO 
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AMAZING NEW BEAUTY 
AFTER ONE FEEDING 


WITH Lpergiced F 
ertagreen 


Beauty that lasts! 
Energized Vertagreen 
brings amazing new beauty 
to your lawn and garden in 
just a few days after you 1} 


feed it. And it goes on 
ARMOUR 


ax 


NN, 


feeding grass and plants 
for weeks after you 
apply it. Famous 
golf courses use 
Vertagreen regular- 
ly, professional gar- 
deners choose it in 
preference to any 
other brand or any 
other method of 
plant feeding. 

For quick beauty 

that lasts . . . for 

a lawn that is the 
envy of your neighborhood . . . 
buy Vertagreen now from your 
garden supply dealer. 


Vertagreen is Easy 

to Apply 

It’s easy to give 
professional care to 
your lawn, flowers 

and shrubs. Just spread 
Vertagreen and water 
in thoroughly. 


Prize-Winning Flowers, 
Fruits and Vegetables 
Vertagreen helps develop 
healthier, greener grass 
and larger, better- 
colored flowers because 
it feeds three ways. 
Follow simple directions 
on the bag. 


ARMOUR FERTILIZER WORKS 
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West Coast Pointers 


by NORVELL GILLESPIE 


PRIL is One of the most beautiful 
and one of the busiest months 


in the entire calendar of Western 


| gardening operations. 





It is time to look ahead to summer 
and to begin visualizing your garden 
as you will want it to look. For in- 
stance, you will want to make sure 
that there will be no ugly bare spots in 
the border. That is just one item. 
You can now check the lists of ideas 
you jotted down in the winter to beau- 
tify your garden and can get to work 
in earnest. 

With warmer nights, both vegetable 
and flower seeds will develop rapidly 
if started now. Excepted, of course, 
are the cold spots at the higher altitudes 
and the whole area east of the Cascades 
—Washington, Oregon and Idaho. In 
these sections, you had better play safe 
and wait another month until the 
ground really warms up. 


April Highlights 


Broadcast seeds of ROYAL CARPET 
sweet-allysum in the open ground as 
a foil to hide the yellowing leaves of 
daffodils. Since they shouldn’t be cut, 
the next best thing is to camouflage 


| them. Feed the bulbs dry fish fertilizer 
| or one of the slow-acting commercials. 


Since it is again time to prune 
hedges, why be old-fashioned? You 
can buy or rent electric hedge clippers 
to speed up this important but irk- 
some task. Flowering trees and 
shrubs, with their fading blossoms, can 
be pruned now if you failed to cut 
blooms heavily from them for the 
house. 

Divide thick, overgrown clumps of 
violets and campanulas and set them 
out in new beds of loose, porous soil, 
working in weed-free rotted manure 
and Canadian peatmoss. 

The best way to increase your sup- 
ply of favorite varieties of chrysanthe- 
mums, fibrous begonias and fuchsias is 
to make cuttings now. They'll root fast 
and develop into blooming plants easily. 
. . . Many of the nurseries are offering 
balled clumps of named delphiniums. 
If you missed planting seeds last fall, 
you can still enjoy delphiniums this 
season by setting out husky clumps. 

Bulbs that will make the garden 
blaze with color in the summertime in- 
clude tigridias, dahlias and gladiolus. 
All three like sunny spots. If it’s a 


shady spot you want to improve, then 
plant tuberous begonias. While it’s 
true that the big specimen plants and 
huge blooms come from tubers 22 to 
3 inches in diameter, you’d be amazed 
at the splendid bedding effects you can 
get from tubers 12 to 2 inches across. 
Remember, years ago, when gladiolus 
experts insisted that only the huge 
jumbo corms should be planted? 
They’ve changed their tune, too. Now 
the medium-sized tubers are recom- 
mended. 

The experts feel the same way 
about begonias. For best bedding 
effects buy the medium-sized 112- to 
2-inch tubers. April is the time 
to think about the summer crop of 
tomatoes. While it’s still possible to 
grow your own from seed, you'll save 
time and money by buying a few 
husky seedlings from your dealer. Se- 
lect the short stocky plants rather than 
the tall skinny ones. The stocky ones 
have better root systems. That means, 
in the long run, better and tastier to- 
matoes. 


Better Camellias 


April is not too late to buy and plant 
improved camellias or to work on exist- 
ing groupings of camellias to get bet- 
ter bloom crops for next year. 

One of the most exciting 1955 intro- 
ductions is SHIRO-CHAN. It is a sport 
of the light pink C. M. WiLson which 
was, in turn, a sport of CHANDLERI 
ELEGANS. 

SHIRO-CHAN is a true white sport 
with occasional pink basal colorations 
on some of the flowers. It blooms 
heavily and has all the admirable quali- 
ties of the parent. Though it is a 
fairly expensive introduction, it is well 
worth the price to camellia connois- 
seurs. 

Existing plantings of camellias should 
have the basins enlarged and last sea- 
son’s mulches carefully scraped away. 
This helps prevent camellia petal blight. 
Replace the old mulch with a granu- 
lated form of Canadian peat. If the soil 
is known to be highly alkaline, as it is 
in certain sections of Southern Cali- 
fornia and Arizona, it will pay to add 
a little soil sulphur. Follow the manu- 
facturers’ directions carefully. 

After the last of the camellia blos- 
soms has faded away, make the first 
application of acid plant food. Follow 


FLOWER GROWER 





EVERYBODY WINS 


in this big HALF=PRICE “" SALE “2.73 


PLANT CALADIUMS ANYWHERE 


Caladiums are America’s fa- 
vorite foliage plants, and 
they're easy to grow, too! 
Joseph’s Coat Caladiums are dis- 
ease-proof, insect-proof — they 
grow indoors, outdoors — in the 
sun or shade — and they give 
ou 6 months of indescribable 
opical brilliance. 


ENTER THIS BIG . 
CALADIUM PHOTO First 
CONTEST Prize 

THESE PROMINENT PEOPLE WILL JUDGE THE PHOTOGRAPHS 


i FOR THE WINNING PHOTOGRAPH 
Mr. John Whiting: Ss Publisher of Flower Grower, The Home Gorden Plus many other merchandise prizes . . . Valuable Garden 


Mr. Fred Rockwell: tatornationalty known horticulturist and author, Senior Editor Books, Flower Grower Subscriptions and Fall Bulb Prizes. 
. * of Flower Grower. 











seattes, World-famous free-lance photographer whose prize-winning pic- EVERYBODY WINS A PRIZE! 
Mr. Ivan Dimitri: ¢.75 have appeared in Saturday Evening Post and Life magazines. 


AAI, THIS COUPON NOW! | 


SOUTHERN BULB CO., Dept. CF, Atlanta, Ga. 
Please send me..................... Caladium Bulbs. ft will [) 1 will not [J 
enter the Photo Contest. Enclosed §.................... 


100 Bulbs ........ — | 
- a 200 Bulbs ..... — | 
50 Bulbs .............. $7.50 





EASY CONTEST RULES NAME 


. Snap a picture of your caladiums after they have reached 
their full beauty in your garden. 


. Send us the picture no later than September Ist, 1955. 


. Winners will be notified by mail by December 15th, 1955. 
Contest subject to all Federal, State and Local regulations. 


ADDRESS....... 
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WE GUARANTEE ALL BULBS 
to grow and bloom or we will replace them 


FREE OF CHARGE 
WE WILL SEND NEXT FALL FROM HOLLAND 


100 Holland BULBS to EVERY Purchaser of Caladiums 


whether or nof you enter the phofo contest 


WINNING $1,000.00 PHOTO WILL BE SHOWN 
IN A WINTER ISSUE OF FLOWER GROWER MAGAZINE 
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Here are 
the Complete 
Contents of 


“A TREASURY 
OF AMERICAN 
GARDENING” 


THE GARDEN WRIT- 
ERS, by John R. Whiting. 

g_ lillustrated with charming 
and picturesque old pic- 
tures. 


ALL us a GAR- 
DENER - Ever- 

a ett. A 7 a. special 
plants and special kinds 
of gardeners ... amateur 
hybridizers, wildflowers 
enthusiasts, rose growers 
and all. With 82 illustra- 
tions. 


A GARDENER’'S STORY 

OF THE SOIL, by Mon- 

g (‘ague Free. The knowl- 

edge of soil and plants, 

of roots and water, of 

nutrients and of seasons 

. told by a master of 

home garden how-to-do-it 
instruction. 


A PICTORIAL GARDEN 
CALENDAR, from Colo- 
nial Williamsburg. Twelve 
full page prints of the 
famous Furber Flower 
— suitable for fram- 
ng. 


_.. AND MAN i- 
VENTED FLOWERS, by 
Dr. R. Milton Carleton. 
The wonderful story of 
today’s new plants for 
your garden. 


THE SAneers OF 
AMERICA, by Marjorie 
P. Johnson. Photographs 
by Gottscho-Schleisner. A 
truly unusual and beau- 
tiful study of all kinds 
of landscaping. 


PROGRESS IN PLANT 
SCIENCE, by Dr. P. P. 
ge Pirone. Here are insecti- 
cides, soil conditioners, 
plant foods, growth con- 
trol chemicals and all the 
rest of modern garden- 
ing——-brought up to date. 
THE KITCHEN GAR- 
DEN, by F. F. Rockwell. 
Month-by-month instruc- 
tions for prowmes the 
finest veouss 
ever tasted 


TREES, a Robert 8. 
Lemmon. Ornamental and 
shade trees, in beautiful 
full color. An exquisite 
guide for every ome- 
owner. 


les you have 


STORY, by Helen 8S. Hull. 
Civic improvement, flower 
arranging, roadside devel- 
opment—the full story of 
all the garden’ clubs. 
Illustrated. 


To order 


j THE GARDEN CLUB 
. 


opposite 


enc eg 











up again six weeks later with a similar 
application. Some growers give a third 
feeding, then quit for the season. There 
is a trend, however, among some grow- 
ers to favor light monthly feedings 
from April until the end of September. 
They claim that better balanced growth 
is the result. 


Brazilian Beauty 


In California a tropical favorite from 
Brazil has been adding color to gardens 
throughout the winter and_ spring 
months. It’s the pleroma, formerly 
known as tibouchina. With its beauti- 
ful purple flowers, it has captured the 
attention of many gardeners. 

As the plants age, they have a ten- 
dency to get spindly, especially as they 
approach the 8- to 10-foot mark. 

That’s why it’s a good idea to prune 
them carefully in April. Wait until the 
middle of the month, then prune back 
the tops about one-third. New growth 
results. When this is about 4 to 6 
inches long, pinch back the growing 
tips to the first pair of side leaves. This 
corrects the spindly tendencies, helps 
bush out the plants and produces a 
heavier crop of bloom for the winter 
and spring season. 


Battle of the Thrips 


Peek over the back fence in almost 
any Western garden and you'll find at 
least a small patch of gladiolus. Though 
they are one of the easiest summer- 
blooming plants to grow, they have 
one drawback—they are victims of 
tiny pests, less than «x of an inch long, 
known as thrips. 

Stanley Hayes, the world famed 
Pasadena hose-gun authority, points 
out that no matter how free the corms 
may be of thrips at the time they are 
purchased from the dealer, infestations 
can take place rapidly after planting. 

As a preventive, spray thoroughly 
with one of the all-purpose sprays from 
the time the plants are 6 inches high 
and continue at 2-week intervals 
throughout the growing season. The 
secret is proper application. The best 
spray materials in the world are wasted 
unless they are diluted properly and 
applied to the tops and undersides of 
the leaf sheaths of the gladiolus. Tim- 
ing enters the picture, also. Follow-up 
sprayings every two weeks make it 
possible to enjoy gladiolus blooms un- 
marred by the rasping effects of the 
practically invisible thrips. 


Dwarf Dahlias 


It’s no secret that dwarf bedding 
dahlias are easy to raise from seed. 
Take your choice of either the Unwin 
hybrids (miniature, double and semi- 
double flowers) or the Coltness hybrids 











A special book 
for MEMBERS 
of Garden Clubs 


A Goldmine of Beautiful Pictures 
and Fascinating Information for 
Every Gardener and Nature Lover. 


Here, in one large, luxuriously 
illustrated volume, is the word- 
and-picture story of gardening in 
America. Whether your gardening 
interests lie in formal gardens or 
window boxes, flower arranging or 
puttering around the backyard, 

if you simply delight in all oe 
beauties of nature, this bountiful 
book will be a glamorous and use- 
ful addition to your bookshelf. 


Written by well-known garden 
authorities and illustrated with 
photographs and paintings by 
famous garden photographers and 
artists, A TREASURY OF AMER- 
ICAN GARDENING is a book for 
browsing, for factual information, 
and above all, for enjoyment. 

Here you will find the timeless 
grace of early American gardens 
and the modern simplicity of the 
perennial garden next door. You 
will read about the battle of sci- 
ence against insects and disease and 
the latest developments in new 
plants. You will see for the first 
time in the pages of a book a com- 
plete set of the famous Furber 
flower prints from Colonial Wil- 
liamsburg and a portfolio of four- 
color illustrations of America’s 
most popular trees. 

This is not just another garden 
book! In A TREASURY OF 
AMERICAN GARDENING _ is 
gathered all of the best in garden 
illustration and information from 
the past and the present. This is a 
book you will pick up and read 
over and over again—no matter 
what the season, no matter what 
your garden interests may be. 


To order your copy of 


A TREASURY 
OF AMERICAN 
GARDENING 


Use the coupon below while there 
is still time. 


The regular price of this lovely book is $7.50. If 
you are a member of a garden club or plant soci 
you may obtain a copy for just $6.50 ACT TODAY. 


Mail to: 
Treasu: American Gardening, Room 2611 
Grand 7 Terminal Building, 

New York 17, New: York 
Please send me....at $7.50... 
I am a member of 


.$6.50 (check one) 
Garden Club 


0 Check or money order enclosed. 


0 Send C.O.D., I will pay shipping charges. 
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Here ARE A DOZEN lawn and garden ma- 
chines in ONE. The finest, best made ROTOTILLER 
in our 25-year experience pioneering, developing 
and constantly improving rotary tillage tools and 
methods. 


With ROTOTILLER you can prepare a rich, fertile 
seed bed, ready for planting, in ONE simple, easy 
operation. And it will be the right kind of seed bed 
. .. properly aerated so the soil can “breathe” and 
without hard pan to stop the easy drainage of ex- 
cess water. 


Then, with seed bed ready for planting, your 
ROTOTILLER, without changing tools, is all ready 
for cultivating and composting. It composts right 
in the garden itself. Then, in LESs than 60 seconds 
with amazing low-cost Lightning-Change attach- 
ments, your ROTOTILLER becomes a LAWN MOWER 


that cuts a 25” velvet smooth swath . . . an emer- 
gency ELECTRIC GENERATOR... a powerful ROTARY 
MULCHER MOWER... 
light BULLDOZER . . . a big capacity, easily handled 
WHEELBARROW. 


STEERS EASY AS A NEW CAR 


ROTOTILLER is almost self-operating. Equipped 
with handle controls that make it so easy and sim- 
ple to operate that women and even children can 
use it as easily as men. No pushing, no pressure, no 
bearing down is needed. You simply steer and let 
ROTOTILLER do all the tough, back-breaking lawn 
and garden chores for you. 


AMAZING LOW COST 


When you see the wonders that ROTOTILLER can do 
for you you'll be surprised to discover how little it 


QTOTILI 


Reg US Por on 
®Exclusive trademark: 
of ROTOTILLER, Inc., 

Troy, New York 
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a rugged SNOW PLOW or. 


costs, even with attachments. And it uses very little 
gas and oil . . . costs little to operate. Moreover, 
your ROTOTILLER investment keeps coming back to 
you in savings on labor and time. And, if you choose 
to do custom tilling for your neighbors, you can 
easily pay for your ROTOTILLER in a single season, 


Right now is a good time to look into this whole 
subject. Learn about the model best suited to your 
particular requirements. There’s even a powerful, 
light weight, easily handled electric model that sells 
for only $89 F.o.B. Troy, N. Y. With quick snap-on 
attachments it digs, hoes, weeds, cultivates, mows, 
trims, edges, cuts light brush, saws 20” logs, even 
shovels snow. Indoors, it sands, polishes floors, 
converts to bench grinder, power drill. 


MAIL THE COUPON NOW 
For This FREE Book 


It’s the new SILVER ANNIVERSARY EDITION of “How 
To Do Wonders With a Little Land.” You'll cer- 
tainly want a copy. Tells the complete ROTOTILLER 
story along with a vast amount of helpful gardening 
information. 68 pages, profusely illustrated, shows 
and describes all models and the work they do, 
Send the coupon TODAY. There’s no obligation. 


, 
. 


ROTOTILLER, INC., 
Dept. FG-2, Troy, N. Y. 


Please send me FREE book “How to Do 
Wonders With oa Little Land,” complete 
ROTOTILLER information and name of near- 
est dealer. 


Name 





(Please Print) 
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— SELECT DIVISIONS 


$ only the very best. 


world famous 
Prize Winning 


_ PEONIES 


GET GREATER SATISFACTION! 
ORDER BY MAIL 
DIRECT FROM THIS ADVERTISEMENT! 


) Since our founding back in 1868 we have acquired 


an enviable world-wide reputation as an outstanding 
grower and originator of the finest Peonies. We have 
grown and tested most every known variety keeping 
We know you will be more than 
pleased when you make your Peony selections from 
our large and complete stocks. Brand’s large select 
divisions are of rare quality and enormous size . . . 
much larger and far superior in quality than those 
offered by most nurseries who sell at special bargain 
prices. 


Because we know our Brand divisions are better and will 
bring quicker blooms, we are proud to offer the following 
collections. 


* PLANT PEONIES EARLY THIS SPRING. These roots will 
have the entire summer in which to make root growth 


and 


fine bloom. 


by the spring of 1956 every plant should be giving 
Our divisions are large and for quality they 


cannot be excelled. 





A HIGH RATED 

DEPENDABLE FOUR 
All rated above 9. 

9.1 HENRY WEBSTER. 


= pleasing late wer 
2.00 


9.5 KELWAY’ S GLORIOUS. 


4 Rennes pure lacy 


9.1 MARTHA BULLOCH, 


a oc midseason 


9.1 MYRTLE GENTRY 


Very fragrant light pink 
$2.00 


deep 


A Total Value of... .$10.0 
As a COLLECTION for SPRING 
ALL 4 FOR $8.50 PPD. 





AN ALL TIME FAVORITE 
STANDARD COLLECTION 
9.1 FRANCES WILLARD. 


A pleasing midseason blush 
white with carmine oe 


9.0 LONGFELLOW. 
A brilliant pure early mid- 
season red $1.50 


9.3 MONS. JULES ELIE. 


An early medium pink. $1.50 


9.0 SARAH BERNHARDT. 


A late midseason pink. St. 50 


A Total Value of 
Asa os an for “SPRING 
. $6.00 pi 


ARTISTIC SINGLE AND 
JAPANESE TYPES 
Distinctively Different & 
Decorative 


AKASHIGATA. 


An extra fine rose pink 


FLANDERS FIELD. 


A vivid red 


HARRIET OLNEY. 


A true deep rose.... 


KRINKLED WHITE. 


A waxy blush white. .$3.00 


A Total Value of... . $8.50 
As a COLLECTION for SPRING 


- $1.50 





ALL 4 FOR $5.50 PPD. 








} ORDER DIRECT FROM THIS 


AD. | 








DAHLIAS 6 fine bulbs, all 
labeled, all colors, all will 
— this season. $2.25 post- 
paid. 


DAY LILIES 6 fine varieties 
all labeled, all distinctively dif- 
— many colors. $3.50 post- 
pai 


BEAUTIFUL PHLOX— 
Our Selection! 
10 Fine Field Grown Phlox, all 








FALL BLOOMING ASTERS 
Brighten your flower garden 
during the early fall months 
when flowers are scarce by 
planting perfectly hardy fall 
~~ 

6 Strong Field Grown Plants in 
white, red, shades of blue and 
pink, $2. 25 postpaid. 





OWN 
ROOT 


BEST IN LYTHRUM 
5 EXCELLENT VARIETIES 
DROPMORE—deep reddish pur- 


ple. 
GLEAM—Brilliant red. 


MORDEN—Bright clear pink. 

PROLIFIC—Clear persian rose. 

ROBERT—Low growing bright 
pink. Any 3 for $1.75. All 
5 for $2.50 postpaid. 





(single blooms), both of which are 
heavy bloomers. They will grow around 
2% to 3 feet high and will bloom from 
July until frost. At the end of the 
Season it will be possible to harvest 
numerous plump tubers. 


Sun-Tolerant Azaleas 


The best way to lengthen the season 
of azalea bloom in your garden is to 
plant a few members of the Indica 
group. 

If you’ve run out of shady spots, 
you'll be glad to know that these va- 
rieties are sun-tolerant. Near the ocean, 
they'll take full sun. Elsewhere they’ll 
do better if given sun only half the day. 

The Indicas grow faster and larger 
than the popular Kurumes. Buy these 
in the small sizes and watch them de- 
velop in your own garden. They’re 
available in pinks, salmon, red, purple 
and white. 


Subtropicals 


With the ground temperatures on the 
rise, it’s safe to plant out subtropicals 
(both fruits and ornamentals) in those 


different . . . or your choice of 
color, all labeled and true to 


name. All 10 for $3.75 post- FRENCH LILACS 


paid. . If one wishes lilacs in color . . 





red, white, pink and blue (all named) 
DISTINCTIVE GLADS in the older standard varieties, we 

25 Glorious Blooming size, sure 

to please varieties personally 

selected for beauty and depend- 

ability, all colors for $1.50 

postpaid. 


offer FOUR 


different. 





SEND FOR OUR BEAUTIFUL 
Illustrated in full color and crammed with 





FINE 
FRENCH LILACS of our selection, 
all correctly labeled, all distinctively 


All4... 


OWN ROOT 


$10.00 ppd. 


CATALOG 
planting information 


plus wonderful collections of your favorite varieties. 


BRAND PEONY FARMS 


2 SAMPLE IRIS FI22 


Grow two superb plants selected 
"7. from the best award winning vari- 
RS eties. You will want more when you 
y see these outstanding values. Order 
TODAY while our choicest plants are 

still available. 


plates and complete descriptions 
fay S> from one of America’s best Iris 
collections. 


Iris growers since 1912 
Box 19-F Boulder, Colorado 


134 E. DIVISION ST., FARIBAULT, MINN. 





Pa 
A) 
y 


y 


wy The hardy American Holly (Ilex 
Opaca) grows almost everywhere. 
Its green leaves and red berries 
add a brave, pry touch to your 
re thro the winter. 
PECIAL OFFER: 4 females (red 
berries) 2 males (for pollen) 

(from 3 in. pots) 


6 for Fa 50 Postpaid 


ALSO LARGER: 12 r LY inch, (4-inch pots) 1 male, 
2 ELSEY NU 9.50 
KELSEY NURSERY SERVICE 


Dept. F-8 Highlands, N. J. 


giz 


N\ 








favored spots of the Southwest where 
they normally succeed. 

Generally speaking, the subtropicals 
resent any disturbance of the root sys- 
tems. Be sure to water the plants well 
before cutting away the tin containers 
in which they were growing at the 
nursery. 

It helps to plant them in beds that 
have been previously prepared. Water 
thoroughly to eliminate any air pockets. 
Go easy on the fertilizer until the 
plants have been established for about 
sixty days. 


Early Earwigs 


In recent seasons earwigs have be- 
come extra bothersome all the way 
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Set Out Plants With F-T-E 


for Healthy Growth, Earlier Blooms! 


Slow-Soluble Form of Trace Elements Assures Essential Minerals All Season 


For full, healthy growth, all plants need trace elements. Soil treatment 
with FTE (Fritted Trace Elements) remedies trace element deficien- 
cies, and is a sure way to provide these essential minerals. FTE 
supplies 6 important elements—iron, manganese, copper, zinc, boron 
and molybdenum—in an exclusive slow~-soluble form. This means that 
one application of FTE stays in the root area and available to plants 
throughout the growing season. 


You can be sure your plants get started right by mixing FTE into 
the soil as you set them out. Their roots keep on absorbing the 
minerals they need for healthy growth all season. Normal application 
of FTE is about 1 lb. per 400 sq. ft. Heavier concentrations have 
resulted in increased growth with no danger of damage to plants. 


Ask your garden supply dealer for FTE in packages for direct soil! 
application, distributed by E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co., Inc. 

If your dealer does not have FTE, we will be glad to supply it. 
Postpaid prices are: 1 lb.—$1.15; 5 lbs. —$3.50. Send check or money 
order to Ferro Corporation, 4162 East 56th St., Cleveland 5, Ohio. 
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Something New / 


FTE is now included in many 
high-quality, complete fertilizers 
and plant foods. Look for “FTE” 
on the bag or label! 


Fritted Trace Elements 


1955 


E-L-E 








Try these Teste / 


Here’s the way to see for your- 
self how FTE works in your 
garden. Thousands have tried 
FTE with excellent results. Why 
don’t you? 





TOMATOES —“ Mud” roots with 
a mixture of FTE, soil and wat>r 
while setting out 

the plants. This 

has resulted in 

earlier, bigger 
gfruit with better 

color and flavor. 


SHRUBS — Add FTE to the soil 
around shrubs, trees, perennials. 
Tests have resulted 

in better color and 

growth for flowers, 

and fuller, thicker 

foliage for trees 

and shrubs. 


LAWNS benefit from 

FTE, too. It helps 

make them thicker, 

deeper in color and © 

more able to stand 

the hot months. 

Simply spread FTE 

on part of your lawn using a reg- 
ular fertilizer cart. Or mix FTE 
into the soil with fertilizer when 
planting a new lawn. See for 
yourself! 


Get FTE now for your lawn and 
garden. Write for FREE BROCHURE! 











ARM YOURSELF NOW 


against insects, weeds, blight... with low-cost 


HUDSON Sprayers and dusters 


You can be sure you have the right equipment to control pests 
that attack you, your family, your home and garden when 
you have Hudson quality sprayers and dusters to apply today’s 
effective insecticides, weedicides and fungicides. Hudson makes 
the only complete, quality line . . . the brand to demand! 


SIMPLEX® Compression Sprayers, simplest, SUBURBAN* Power Sprayer completely an- 
safest ever built! Easy to fill and use. Cover swers your need for effortless spraying of any 
seals from inside: the higher the pressure, the solution. Positive piston pump, dasher-type 
tighter the seal! 344 and 4-gallon sizes. agitator, 5-Spray nozzle, 10-gal. capacity. 


FAVORITE” Compression Sprayer, the most- DUSQUIK* Duster dusts with steady cloud or 
wanted garden sprayer! Light, handy 2-gallon single puff. It’s light, easy to use, built to last! 
size. Finest features: Saf-T-Lok* cover, Nu- Has built-in scoop on cap for easy filling, 2 
Action* pump, 5-ft. hose, adjustable nozzle. tubes, swivel nozzle. Capacity: 2 lbs. 





ty = 


HYDRA-GUN* Sprayer for 
TROMBONE™ slide- _ fine or coarse spray, contin- 
ECLIPSE* all-stainiess | PUMP sprayer sprays fog or uous high pressure, shoots 
steel sprayer. long-range stream from any —25 ft. %4-gal. glass jar. 
Has 2-Spray nozzle container for any purpose. 





ADMIRAL", world’s best-known hand dus- 
ter! — any dust perfectly in garden or 








from Seattle to Los Angeles, California. 

There are two ways of killing them: 
by the use of baits, which they must 
eat, or chlordane sprays or dusts, which 
rub them out when they walk across 
them. 

Since the ugly critters feed at night, 
they are adept at hiding by day. Usually 
they seek dark places. Rather than 
chase them down individually, dust or 
spray chlordane liberally along founda- 
tion lines of homes, fences, garbage 
cans and other likely refuges. April 
through July is their worst period. Try 
to get rid of them now, for with them 
out of the way, your gardening life will 
be much brighter. 


Questions of the Month 


Q. Will tuberous begonia tubers 
“run out” after five or six years of use? 
—E. N., Bellevue, Wash. 

A. Yes, in the hands of amateurs 
they seem to rot and eventually disap- 
pear after five or six years. However, 


_ Pat Antonelli, the noted Santa Cruz 


begonia specialist, has a giant tuber of 
a hanging basket type of begonia that 
measures almost 18 inches across and 
is more than fifteen years old. 


Q. How deep should grafted lilacs 
be planted in the ground?—Mrs. A.S.L., 
Portland 

A. Set them about 4 inches deeper 
than they were growing in the nursery 
row. Then, if the bud is 4 inches below 
the ground, any possible suckers will 
probably be your choice hybrid lilac. 


Q. Recently I ran across some bot- 
tles of insecticide four years old. Can 
they still be used?——S. C., Fresno 

A. While modern insecticide manu- 
facturers are to be congratulated on the 
fine products they are producing, it is 
a good idea to get rid of any old insec- 
ticides or fungicides more than one year 
old.¢ 

. 





New Film for Gardeners 


@A new 30-minute color film, en- 
titled “How Green Is Your Garden” 
is now available free of charge to 
garden clubs, parent teachers asso- 
ciations, business organizations, high 


home. Capacity: 1 Ib. 
PORTA-SPRAYER® Moa] 
17% -gal. High ¢ 
wre “ay”. NEBU-LIZORS*, 
~\ 4-jets for greater kill 
’ of flying insects. 


schools and other groups. 
This film combines shots of lovely 
lawns and gardens with practical, 
gle stroke; shield pro- how-to-do-it information covering 

tects nearby sensitive 

plants. A great labor most phases of lawn and garden 
care. Inquiries about the film should 
be addressed to The American Agri- 
cultural Chemical Co., 50 Church 
Street, New York 7, N. Y. or to 
sod Rowsekeerlt/ All available wherever hardware FLOWER GROWER Garden Club 
ers Ps ee and garden supplies are sold. Information Bureau, 2049 Grand 


; Central Terminal, New York 17, 
our 5Q* yrag; 4-4. D. HUDSON MANUFACTURING COMPANY oS ee 
; 589 East Illinois Street, Chicago 11, Illinois 


° 1966 H. 0. H. MFG. CO, 


WEED-SHOOTER*® is 
a spot-sprayer for kill- 
ing lawn weeds. Puts 
Spray on weed in a sin- 


- 


‘ MATADOR® Power 
Sprayer. 15- and 30-gal. 
sizes for larger spraying 
jobs. 


SIGN OF THE BEST BUY 


Cone” Gir 
a * 


me 
‘> Guaranteed by 


5 “ TRADE MARK 
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Southern Ramblings 


by BEN ARTHUR DAVIS 


western Louisiana Institute made 

some rich botanical finds during 
his recent plant exploration trip to 
South America, returning with a treas- 
ure chest of horticultural jewels. He 
collected, among other things, during 
his three months’ stay: 900 amaryllis 
bulbs of about 20 species; 30 orchid 
species; 15 bromeliad species; and 
seeds of a great variety of ornamental 
shrubs, trees and vines. 

Professor Nelson’s trip was spon- 
sored by the Louisiana Society for Hor- 
ticultural Research, and most of the 
material will be tested and propagated 
at S.L.I. under his direction. As quan- 
tities justify, plants will be released to 
members of the organization for pri- 
vate growing. Southerners are deeply 
interested in all the material obtained 
on the trip, but since the mercury in 
the amaryllis thermometer has been 
shooting up at a rapid rate during the 
last two or three years, there is par- 
ticular interest in these bulbs. 


Prvesern” Ike NELSON of South- 


Holly Society 


Being compelled to miss the winter 
meeting of the Holly Society of America 
recently held at Ida Cason Gardens, 
Chipley, Georgia, caused me much 
disappointment. This memorial gar- 
den, developed under the plans of John 
Leon Hoffman, is unique in many of 
its natural features. Holly trails, fea- 
turing English, American and Oriental 
hollies, are among the outstanding at- 
tractions. Approximately 250 varieties 
are under cultivation there and, in addi- 
tion, some 100 other varieties are be- 
ing grown in lathhouses to be trans- 
ferred to the trails later. 


National Bug Week 


We Americans seem to have a pen- 
chant for designating and observing 
varying kinds of “weeks,” and 
“months,” dedicated to promoting or 
memorializing certain projects or events. 
The month of April could be desig- 
nated—and very fittingly—as National 
Bug Week, with the populace requested 
to lend a concerted hand to the ex- 
termination of insect pests. It seems 
all winter-drowsy aphids, beetles and 
bugs suddenly awaken during the warm 
days of early spring with an aggra- 
vated conception of their responsibility 
for increasing their kind. Here in the 
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South, where the winters are not suf- 
ficiently severe to kill off many of the 
insects, the problem is intensified. 

Fortunately, the young insects are 
much more easily killed than the ma- 
ture ones. Their tender coatings give 
less protection from dusts and sprays 
than do the tough skins of the adults, 
and they are also more easily destroyed 
by internal poisons. If you will get to 
work right away on these hordes of 
youngsters you'll have far less trouble 
later in the year. 


Iron Chelates 


There has been some controversial 
discussion in the South relative to the 
merits of chelated iron under varying 
situations. Recent tests at experiment 
stations show that sprays of this ma- 
terial on selected chlorotic (iron-de- 
ficient) ornamental shrubs and grasses 
have resulted in excellent greening. 
Iron deficiencies on lawns, citrus fruits 
and ornamental shrubs are widespread 


and somewhat acute in some sections 


of the South and Southwest where high 
lime soils are found. Iron sulphate 
(copperas) commonly used to cor- 
rect yellowing is not always effective. 
The chelates seem to be especially ef- 
fective in treating both gardenias and 
hollies. 


Annuals 


April is the month for planting an- | 
nuals throughout the South and South- | 
Even the tender ones may be | 


west. 
planted outdoors through the Mid- 
South and the Gulf Coast area all 
through the month; in the Upper 
South plant the half-hardy ones during 
the first half and the tender ones dur- 
ing the last half of the month. Of 


course your planting of annuals will | 


include the two new All-America Se- 
lections, TOREADOR celosia and PRIMA 
DONNA petunia. 

While petunias, marigolds and zin- 
nias are among our most popular an- 
nuals, why not add something different 
for variety? Here are several good ones 
to plant now: ageratum, alyssum, 
amaranthus, anchusa, arctotis, baby’s- 
breath, balsam, blue lace-flower, cal- 
liopsis, candytuft, celosia, cynoglossum, 
clarkia, cleome, cornflower, cosmos, 
gaillardia, linaria, lobelia, nasturtium, 
portulaca, salpiglossis, salvia, scabiosa, 
sunflower, torenia, vinca and wall- 








READY TO ASSEMBLE 


harden 
Art 


TRELLIS 
Uy 
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¢NO BOLTS 
*NO WIRES 
*NO SCREWS 





Heavy gauge pointed steel 
stakes in oven-baked foli- 
age green enamel have 
tapered slots every 5"... 
so wooden crossbors insert 
solidly at any desired 
height to form oa. straight 
line or right angle. 











For year ‘round use, GARDEN 
ART Multi-Purpose Trellis offers 
all season protection for gardens, 
lawns and shrubs .. . proper sup- 
port to increase vegetable yield to 
40% ...an attractive, permanent 
and inexpensive fencing. Quick to 
set up—easy to take down, 
GARDEN ART trellis stores com- 
pactly any time. 

GARDEN ART IN 32”-52”-72" LENGTHS 
It costs much less than ordinary, 
often inadequate wire fencing, to 
protect and enhance your invest- 
ment in lawn, garden and shrubs. 


par ADAPTABLE 
OF ADJUSTABLE 
pw ECONOMICAL 


For more details on 
GARDEN ART, write 
for free folder. 


ATLAS MANUFACTURING CO. 


AT HARDWARE, DEPARTMENT, OR GARDEN STORE 
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CRIMSON 
KING 


Unquestionably, the most beauti- 
ful of all Maple Shade Trees, 
Crimson King is the only variety 
in existence that retains its rich, 
dark, crimson color through- 
out the entire growing season. 


Crimson King is easily rec- 
ognized by the glistening, 
satiny sheen of its lovely dark 
red foliage. The distinctive, 
deep brilliant color of this out- 
standing specimen tree creates 
an exciting contrast to lawns 
and shrubs throughout the 
spring, summer and fall. Ex- 
cellent for large or small lawns. 


Patented for 


your protection 


& Not genuine without this tag 


ed | 


PLANT PAT. #735 


= 
= 


FOR SALE AT ALL LEADING 
NURSERIES AND GARDEN STORES 


For more gardening pleasure the year round, read 
FLOWER GROWER—America’s favorite gardening aid 


Michel’; BULB SPECIALS 


ALITY BULBS at New Leow Prices 


CALADIUMS 


Huge multicolor leaves of red, green, pink, maroon and white create a gorgeous effect 
when planted among border shrubs. Excellent for window boxes or as an indoor plont. 


[]) 5 for $1.00 





— 


REGAL LILIES 


Beautiful pink lilies with pure 
white inside. A magnificent 
garden specimen. Big blooms, 
Selected size bulbs 


(1 4 for $1.00 [) 10 for $1.95 


(] 10 for $1.75 





GLADIOLUS 


Tall stately spikes in a magnificent range 
of colors. Makes your garden come alive 


Flowering size bulbs 


[15 for $1.00 [) 30 for $1.75 





CANNAS 


Huge flower heads with broad 
petals for a glorious display. 
Beautiful and striking colors. 


(C4 for $1.00 [) 10 for $1.95 





BEGONIAS 


Unsurpassed beauty in this exquisite 
mixture cf brilliant colors. Large double 
flowers. Fine for shade. 

Flowering size bulbs 


C) 10 for $1.00 


as 
@ 


S (CD 20 for $1.75 








quolity bulbs since 1890 FREE 


Send for these special offers NOW 
926 CHESTNUT STREET 
PHILA. 5, PA. 


COLOR CATALOG ON REQUEST 














flower. Why not try one of them? 

While we are on the subject of an- 
nuals, let me suggest that the annual 
vines are among our most useful gar- 
den flowers. They not only have great 
beauty in both plant and flower, but 
they are a wonderful help in covering 
up things we’d rather the neighbors 
did not see! The morning-glories, 
cardinal flower and moonvine are espe- 
cially good. There is yet time to plant 
such permanent vines as_ clematis, 
Queen’s wreath, silver lace vine and 
wisteria. 


Lawns 


I doubt if there is any better time to 
build permanent lawns in the Mid- 
South and Lower South than late March 
through April, especially where the 
sprigging or sodding method is em- 
ployed. The spring rains will get the 
newly planted grass off to a quick 
start. If there are bad spots in the 
lawn, repair them now. If you have 
no sod or sprigs available, try work- 
ing up the soil for a depth of several 
inches, fertilizing, and seeding the spot. 
Except in dense shade, carpet grass or 
hulled Bermuda will give quick cover- 
age. 


Gardening Tips 


Last spring I saw an old but little 
used system of staking sweet peas em- 
ployed. Posts were set at the ends of 
the row and a wire run between them, 
some 4 or 5 feet from the ground. 
Brush had been cut and hung on the 
wire, tops down, with the tips reaching 
near enough to the earth for the pea 
vines to take hold and climb. It is 
important that the blooms be regularly 
picked from both sweet peas and 
pansies in order to keep the plants 
blooming. 

If you do not feel justified in buying 
gerbera plants, however, you can grow 
them from seeds you sow now. Some 
of the seedlings should bloom in the 
fall. 

Late March and early April outdoor- 
grown amaryllis will be at their best, 
and you'll no doubt wish you’d planted 
more of them. The flowers are easily 
cross-pollinated and plants are readily 
grown from seed. The anthers and 
stigmas are obvious to anyone. Just 
pinch off a pollen-bearing stamen and 
dust the pollen on the stigmatic surface 
of the flower which you want to bear 
the seed. If you wish to use pollen on 
flowers which open later, it may be 
kept in medical capsules in the re- 
frigerator for several weeks without 
losing its viability. 

As a rule, it is better not to plant 
large-flowering chrysanthemums until 
May; however, if it is more convenient 
to plant now, go ahead, but be sure to 
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Get an ELECTRIC powered 


MODEL NO. S2-18-1 ILLUSTRATED 


You push a button to start it; you hardly hear it run! 
You can forget messy fueling, oil changing, an- 
noying fumes—enjoy clean electric power. 

You can mow a row—flip over the handle—and 
mow the next row without turning mower around. 
Only Huffy has Cord Control®. Cord won't inter- 
fere—won’t be cut—when you mow the easy 
Huffy way! 

Rotary cut; levels tall grass, tough weeds—trims 
to within % inch. 

Safe! Four pivoted blades swing back if they hit 
hard objects. 


A power mower for little more than a quality hand 
mower. Leaf mulchers available for 18 inch models. 


All prices slightly higher Denver and West. 


Try before you buy! Look in the Yellow Pages or 
watch for Huffy window streamer. See Huffy Gas 


Reel Mowers and Lawn Sweepers foo! 


= 


HUFFY! 


[ 


Quiet 18 inch J Quiet 18 inch 
HUFFY § 4-cycle 
Electric HUFFY Gas 

Rotary Model § Rotary Model 

No. 180 § No. 4180 


ONLY “ONLY 


a4 § 4 


MODEL NO. 4215 ILLUSTRATED 


You get quieter power! Not the whisper of the 
electric—but a hushed throb, thanks to the Huffy 
silencer. 


You get easier engine starts with recoil starter or 
Huffy starter pulley! 


No “end-of-the-row” work with Huffy’s Two-Way 
Mowing. You can mow a row—flip over the han- 
dle and mow back without turning mower around. 


Huffy wades right through tall grass, weeds— 
trims to within % inch of walls and fences. 


» First in safety! Four pivoted blades swing away 


if they hit hard objects. 


18 inch and 21 inch models with 2-cycle and 
4-cycle engines. Leaf mulchers available. 


opyright, 1955, by The Huffman Manufacturing Company, Dayton, Ohio. 


"Hear the Hushed Huffy Mowers at your dealer's or send for my record!” 


"25 Buys 


@ Dollar {ry sens you my r0c0%8 com- 


paring the hushed HUFFY electric and gas mowers with other 
makes... plus a certificate worth $1.00 when you buy any 


HUFFY mower. Your 25¢ back & you sams Ge seeore. You 
keep the $1.00 certificate. You can’t lose!” 





HUFFY 


Electric and Gas mowers 


NAME 


BILL STERN 
The Huffman Manufacturing Company, Dayton 1, Ohio 
Here’s my quarter, Bill. Now rush my record. I need 


78 rpm. Don’t forget my certificate so I can get $1.00 off 
at my dealer’s on a HUFFY mower, 
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Organi-Green 


The finest all-organic fertilizer for 


BEAUTIFUL THICK LAWNS 
RICH, COLORFUL FLOWERS 
HEALTHY, BETTER-TASTING VEGETABLES 
STRONG, LUXURIOUS TREES AND SHRUBS 


Organi-Green is a long-lasting plant food that insures steady, healthy, 
uniform growth. It stimulates early seed germination and promotes root, 
stem and leaf formation. Scientifically produced, it is pure, has no 
es on, e weg A and harmful bacteria and will 
not burn roots or foliage. TOTAL NITROGEN AND 4 
AVAILABLE PHOSPHORIC ACID. % om 


Professional gardeners recognize Organi-Green as the finest fertilizer 
available today. It is easily applied and will not cake on storage. Try it 
and notice the difference in your lawns and gardens. 


For complete information on the benefits and use of Organi-Green, write today to 


N 


ATIONAL SALES AGENT 


FAESY & BESTHOFF, INC. 


325 SPRING ST. 








SINGLE BLOOMS UPTO 8", STEMS 
FROM 96° TO45°TALL, WITH ONLY 





Route 2, Box 329D 


(GIANT 00S 


Salem, Oregon 


‘Datfodils 


20° 
BLOOMING SIZE 


Never before sold at so 
yalow a price. 2 blooming 
“2 Size Pink Daffodil Bulbs 
mafor only 25c postpaid. 
* Supply limited.Order now 
for September shipment. 


BURGESS SEED & PLANT CO. 
529-P. Galesburg, Mich. 














“BEAVER 
OWNERS CLUB” 


and 


Fields Lawns 
@ CLEARS SNOW 
@ PLOWS 
@ DISCS 
@® CULTIVATES 


MANUFACTURED BY 


@ SAWS 
@ HAULS 
@ GRADES 
@ ROLLS 


make FUN of your country chores 


Members enjoy right to BOAST of what they 
can do with America’s best and most able 
small tractor. 


REAL heavy-duty design in tractor and 
engineered implements and accessories 
makes tough jobs easy . . . fun for younger 
members, too. Thousands of satisfied owners 
enthusiastically back our claims. 


Write now for literature and name of local dealer. 


ADEE. 


THE BAIRD MACHINE COMPANY 


High Production Machinery Builders Since 1849 


STRATFORD, CONNECTICUT 


SBTSSBR 





pinch the plants back next month. 
Cascades should be started early. 

Early this month is a good time to 
divide and reset most of the perennials 
grown in the South. Asters, cannas, 
daisies, phlox, physostegia and others 
that are showing good growth should 
be given attention now. 

The fancy-leaved caladiums have 
many uses. Now that they may be 
had in named varieties of separate 
colors, intriguing color combinations 
can be developed. The white-leaved 
varieties are especially striking when 
used in front of dark-foliaged plants of 
any kind. For outdoor planting it is 
better to start the bulbs in sand in 
flats, placed in a sunny spot. Cool, over- 
wet soil will cause the bulbs to rot be- 
fore sprouting. CANDIDUM and MARIE 
Moir are fine white varieties. PINK 
BEAUTY is a lovely pink shade. 

April is the month of flower shows 
in the South. Take time out to attend 
all the shows possible; and do not fail 
to cooperate with your neighbors in 
promoting the local shows. 

Last spring, I think it was, I recom- 
mended the little Zinnia linearis as an 
edging and low bedding plant. The 
more I grow it, the better I like it. It 
grows less than a foot high, blooms 
profusely for many weeks and stands 
the droughts exceedingly well. 

As soon as the flowers of the potted 
Easter lilies fade, plant the bulbs out- 
doors. Turn the pots upside down and 


| tap on a solid object; the earth ball will 


come out intact and can be planted with- 
out disturbing the roots of the lilies. 

By late April many of the spring- 
flowering shrubs will have finished 


| their bloom and should be pruned im- 


mediately. Early pruning of these 
spring-bloomers will encourage heavy 


| growth of new wood. 


In the kitchen garden all manner 
of things can be planted this month: 
bush and pole beans, beets, carrots, 
corn, cucumbers, canteloupes, endive, 
kale, lettuce, mustard, turnips, tender- 
greens, squash, okra, and black-eyed 
and crowder peas. You may also set 
out egg-plant, peppers and sweet po- 
tatoes.© 


ON THE BOXWOOD PATH 
WITH JULIA L. DILLON 


HLOX DRUMMONDI, in soft salmon 
Ps white varieties, can be sown 
now over bulb beds to carry on a 
color display. Annual baby’s-breath 
(Covent Garden Market strain) and 
Nemophila insignis (baby blue-eyes ) 
make a charming picture, also. 

Sow larkspur seeds now to provide 
tall accents for the backgrounds of 
your garden. Plant foxgloves with 
them if there is room. 
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new H)GO IRIS 


The finest strain of Japanese Iris in existence 


No matter what other Japanese (Kaempferi) varieties you now 
have these beautiful new Higo Iris will be a revelation to you and 
your gardening friends. Enthusiastic reports from California to New 
York and from Georgia to Michigan substantiate our claim that this 
strain is superior to all others. Higo Iris are characterized by immense 
flowers up to one foot in diameter, rich colors, velvety texture and 
usually ruffled form. 


Special Higo Iris Offer 

pecial Higo Iris Off 

For Spring delivery we can supply a limited quantity of selected Higo seedlings grown 
from our own hand-pollinated seed of the finest named Higo varieties. Every collection will 
consist of 6 or 12 different color patterns, tagged when in bloom, and will include some 
beauties comparable to our highest priced named Higos. Every clump will bloom this year 
with proper care. 


6 Heavy Clumps (All Different) $5.00 
12 Heavy Clumps (All Different) $8.95 


Higo Iris Hisakata 
Velvety 10 inch flowers of deepest 
midnight blue with gold signals. One 
of the best. Heavy clumps that will 
bloom this year. Ea. $3.00 


Higo Hand-Pollinated Seed 


The Kind of Seed We Plant to Obtain Our 
Finest New Higo Introductions. 


This is the finest Japanese Iris Seed you can 
buy. Every package will produce blooms compara- 
ble to our finest named varieties listed from $3.00 
to $5.00 each. Higo Iris are the easiest of all Irises 
to grow from seed but must be sown in EARLY 
SPRING or FALL for best results. Cultural in- 
structions included with every order. 


40 Hand-Pollinated Seeds $1.00 
100 Hand-Pollinated Seeds $2.00 


ANNUAL 1955 CATALOG 
NOW READY 


Every flower lover will want a copy of the 4 on io 

most beautiful catalog yet published by - > F* HIGO 
Walter Marx Gardens. Complete listing of all ie : IRIS 
types of Iris including America’s most out- i BLOOM 
standing collection of Japanese Iris. 64 pages “ 

with almost 100 color illustrations, including oad IN 
many new plates for this edition. Copy JUNE 
free with order from this ad; for Catalog AND 
only please send 25¢. JULY 


THE WORLD’S FINEST JAPANES Ss ove 
Z E IR 

may be seen at Walter Marx Gardens OTHER 

from late June to Mid July. We invite IRISES 


you to see our annual Japanese Iris ex- ARE 
Higo Iris growing 


hibit the first week of July. 
under ordinary garden conditions. PAST 


kde ary fais - Box 38-F + BORING, OREGON 
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Northern 


Pointers 
by P. J. McKENNA 


PRIL IS DAFFODIL TIME. When the 

A gay flowers appear, appraise the 

varieties you have and look over 

the plantings of friends and neighbors 

for ideas on the new kinds to plant 

J at next fall. Many brilliant ones have been 

ae put on the market in recent years. Be 

. | on the lookout for the short-cupped 

THE § b C gy E T Oe: or ae type which comes in many bright 

color combinations. BRIGHTLING has an 

O F LUXURIANT L AWW §S _si(| orange cup with orange-red margins, 

| while the perianth, the petal-like portion 

Lush, green growth developed like magic with this new liquid food _| of the flower, is primrose-yellow. This 

Now you can have the kind of lawn you have always wanted . . . thick, richly is but one of the many short-cupped 

colored, sturdy . . . the kind everyone admires. ; ‘ types that can be yours. For grace and 

om aot: Sven gh os ingerons e+ ae combines the perfect balance of balance they are unequaled. 

Nitrogen, osphoric Acid an ‘otash wi ) y i ; ave 2, ifted f. 

saiile in mi LAWN MARVEL feeds pt nyt = aeons heen _ “ — outs have age been lifted for 

root system .. . assures full, strong top growth. Ideal, too, for trees, shrubs, | several years, April is a good time to 

evergreens. mark those to be dug up (when the 

WHY LAWN MARVEL IS BEST foliage dies down) and replanted in fall 

Highest analysis, perfect balance—28% Nitrogen, 18% Phosphoric Acid, 8% be renewed ground. If digging = an 

Potash—a ‘3-2-1’ proportion that is the choice of authorities for finest growth in indicated this year, give the entire daffo- 


lawns, trees, shrubs, evergreens. dil planting a top-dressing of manure 
Resists leaching—high Nitrogen con- 








tent in non-protein organic form re- New! ROSE SPRAY Insecticide or compost to which superphosphate 
mains in soil and feeds roots over has been added at 4 pounds per 100 
long period. No burning—safe to | Protects roses, [nam square feet. This will keep the bulbs 


use during hottest and driest seasons. F i i 7 fer- 
Easy to eieainennees ieaently in other garden 2 ees see ene 


water, applied quickly, evenly with plants against : tilizer at the es eg passe, be applied 
sprinkling can or hose spray attach- aphids, Japan- —s if the first-mentioned materials are not 


ment. Economical—only 1 pound for ese beetles available to you. 
each application to 2000 sq. ft. of id ay 
lawn ... less than $1.00 per treatment. spider mites, 


: ie Rose Care 

Buy LAWN MARVEL from your we i wud S 

florist or garden shop today .. . or pests. Fowerru | eee = : ; 

use coupon below. If you are not but gentle. € Established roses need attention at 

entirely satisfied with results, full Won‘t harm gk this time. There are many methods of 

purchase price will be refunded. Renin en SS ‘ pruning, with advocates of each. Some 
enna er eaten eo- foliage. 10-oz. hi % gardeners get best results by drastic 
plication. Ron bomb . .$1.49 ' pruning; others do not prune at all; 
garden hose and faucet, and then there are the middle-of-the- 
ee foe aoe oe roaders. Study your bushes before 
hose. Does __ perfect picking up your pruning shears. On 


— healthy plants it is a good practice to 


water. 

neeieetta remove the spindly growth that clutters 
fe AR the center of the plant. Cut out all in- 
jured or diseased portions. After this 
has been done, and depending upon the 
age of the plant and the variety, this 
will leave several stems—some thick 
and vigorous and some light. The very 
vigorous ones may be cut back to a 
height of 18 to 24 inches. The light 
stems may be cut back to a foot. With 
most varieties of hybrid teas and flori- 
bundas, it is good insurance to cut one 
or two canes low. This will force out 
new stems at the base of the plant to 

replenish it with vigorous top growth. 
Top-dress your planting as mentioned 











‘Feed as you water” 


A product of Plant Marvel Laboratories 


PLEASE PRINT 


C Ship 2-Ib. can LAWN MARVEL. | enclose $1.98 Nome 
C Ship 5-Ib. can LAWN MARVEL. | enclose $3.95 Address 
C] Ship 10-Ib. can LAWN MARVEL. | enclose $7.50 
[) Ship HOZON spray attachment. | enclose $2.25 


C Ship ROSE SPRAY Insecticide. | enclose $1.49 Plant Marvel Laboratories, Dept. FG-45 
622 West 119th Street, Chicago 28, Illinois 








City Zone___ State. 








34 FLOWER GROWER 








choose from 


S new 


ROTARY MOWERS 


Make quick, easy work of grass and 
weed mowing, leaf mulching, too! 
There’s a CHOREMASTER Rotary 
Mower exactly matched to your needs 


and budget. 








Both 18” and 21” models have cy- 
clone side discharge chute , which 
DOUBLE DUTY ) eliminates windrowing or bunching 
TILLER / MOWER Af iN of cut grass,and many other features 
/ ; for fast, comfortable, safe grass cut- 

ting and trouble-free operation. 


New, versatile, double-value Tiller / : 
Mower is perfect for small garden and In the fall, leaf mulching attachment 
yard . . . features 60-second switch “(¥y makes quick work and good fertilizer 


from tilling to mowing! from fallen leaves. 


eS, FAMOUS ONE-WHEEL 
«k@, GARDEN TRACTOR 
ge” 5 » Replaces many costly, single-purpose 


units. Saves on investment, repairs, 


Vn : -s! 
: Ni storage. Goes between the rows! 


LS. CHOREMasTER DIVISION 


WEBER ENGINEERED PRODUCTS, INC., 842 EVANS ST., CINCINNATI 4, OHIO 
GARDEN TRACTORS e GARDEN TILLERS e ROTARY MOWERS e CHAIN SAWS e POWER HOLE DIGGERS 


APRIL 1955 


Write for new literature and name of 
your dealer who will gladly arrange 
a free demonstration. 
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Makes LAWNS 


sit up 


and SMG: 


One-shot treatment 
kills the soil pests 
that destroy 

grass roots 


Stop the ravages of white grubs, 
ants and chinchbugs . . . let your 
lawn become the lush green carpet 
you dream of! Dieldrin rids it of 
these and other ruinous pests. 


Easy to use! Sprinkle dieldrin 
granules on lawn and soak into soil 


dieldri 


with hose or sprinkler. That’s all! 


It lasts! One treatment lasts for 
years in most areas. Dieldrin is dis- 
tributed by hardware and 
garden supply stores un- 
der various brand names. 

Just ask for dieldrin. 


SHELL CHEMICAL 





CORPORATION 
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PLUMED DELIGHT 


Fascinating New Horned Iris 


over. 
and often even in winter. Yes 


culture, shows and every garden situation 


ALSO 


Mohrs, Oddities, Beardless, 
Species, ARILS, Oncos, 


Regelias and Oncogelias 


SSSSSESSOSSESSSSSSES SES SES SESSESSESEESSEESESESSESOSESEOOOSE 


IRIS PRICES SHARPLY REDUCED FOR '55 


Play my amazing new SECRET VARIETY 

game- 

| have unbeatable specials and collections 

in all classes—PLUS—Voaluable Premiums 
& Gifts 


Mail Coupon and 25¢ TODAY am 


BRS BL 0 PEO BE0 P40 PE P46 PE 0 PR + B46 JL PRG JL 0 FR 6 PRO FE + FRO FKO FRO FROSERO SES 


.. Hardy mountain-grown stock. 
DELIGHTED CUSTOMERS IN EVERY STATE. 


SFREPAEFPREPREPREPREFREPRESROPREPREBROE 
Stato tsINTesiteseasessersessea see 


SOSSESSCESSCESSCESOEHSSEOOSE 


Loti est estes 
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You Need The World’s First and Only} 


@ No longer need you be limited to IRIS that bloom only in spring 
| have Iris to quickly transform your garden to a place of real BEAUTY, sparkling 
with every color of the Rainbow, blooming not only in spring, but also in summer, fall 
600 varieties 
offerings of seldom-seen types for special uses 


I 
I 
! 
| 
| 
get lots more IRIS for your money | 
| 
I 
I 
| 
| 


4 | 
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HOW-TO-DO-IT 
CATALOG— 
GUIDEBOOK 


For IRIS Lovers & Amateur Hybridizers 

RARE, STRANGE, UNUSUAL IRIS 

Exclusive at Rainbow Gardens IN ALL THE GLORY OF LIFE-LIKE TRUE COLOR 
World’s Only Complete and Up-to-Date 
Offerings in Iris for Year-round Bloom 


Yes, your search is 


Many exclusive 
rockeries, pot 


from round the world 
corsages, arrangements 


100 Varieties New and Popular Bearded Iris in All the 
Latest Color Thrills: Flaminge Pinks, Greenish Tones. etc. 


LLOYD AUSTIN’S 
RAINBOW hybridizing GARDENS 


Dept. F-4, Placerville, California 


1 enclose 25¢ for my 
copy of forthcoming gor- 
geous full color CATA- ‘X 
LOG-GUIDEBOOK, plus © FORSO¢ | 
COMPLIMENTARY 22222 a2aean" 
CREDIT CERTIFICATE good for 50¢ on my order. 


\eernnneers 
GOOD N 


Print Name 
St. or RFD.. 
City . +. State .... 


Catalog supply limited. Rush coupon TODAY 


ee ee rere eee eee eee el! 


earlier and if manure or compost is 
not available use the alternative mix- 
ture suggested at 4 to 5 pounds per 100 
square feet. Turn it into the soil about 
2 or 3 inches with a fork but be care- 
ful not to disturb the roots of the roses. 


Soil Preparation 


Fortunate are the gardeners who 
finished pruning and cleaning up the 
grounds and now can turn all their 
attention to soil preparation. It is the 
most important of all spring work as the 
year’s gardening success will be deter- 
mined by how thoroughly it is done. 
Dig your garden as soon as possible so 
the soil will have a chance to settle 
before planting. 

During this month, most plants can 
be uncovered, except in the more 
northerly regions where hard frosts may 
still be experienced. Beds and borders 
should be cleaned of winter mulching 
materials and top-dressed with manure 
or compost. In the event that these 
materials are not at your disposal, a 
good substitute is an application of a 
mixture of 2 parts steamed bonemeal, 5 
parts dried or shredded cattle manure 
and 3 parts superphosphate, spread to 
cover the surface of the soil and then 
worked in. Later, as the plants begin 
to grow, apply 3 pounds of a complete 
fertilizer to 100 square feet of garden 
area. 


Spring Care of Perennials 


Now is a good time to renovate your 
perennial border. With the exception of 
peonies, Oriental poppies, columbine 
lupines and iris, perennials can be lifted 
and divided. Then, before replanting, 
humus or peatmoss should be mixed into 
the soil in addition to the fertilizers 
mentioned above. The old, woody in- 
side portion of chrysanthemum clumps 
is discarded, and small vigorous divi- 
sions from the outside of the clump 
are saved for replanting. Cushion types 
may be left alone for several years, but 
when dividing them, retain fairly large 
sections rather than making small divi- 
sions as with regular chrysanthemums. 
All chrysanthemums need good soil, fer- 
tilizer and quantities of water through- 
out the summer. 


Planting Procedures 


All manner of plants including shrubs, 
trees, fruit bushes and strawberries are 
set out this month. The earlier this is 
done the better for the plants. Mail- 
order plants should be unpacked as soon 
as they arrive. If you cannot plant them 
immediately, they must be heeled in a 
trench where the plants are set close 
together, either upright or at a 45 
angle. Cover the roots with soil and 
water them. Even though you heel them 
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in, planting should be tended to as 
quickly as possible. Plants which arrive 
packed in polyethylene plastic wrappers 
should not be removed from the wrap- | 
pers until you are ready to plant them. | 
Planting holes for trees, shrubs and 
evergreens should be at least twice as 
large as the spread of the roots. Poor | 
soil, such as found in most new housing 
developments, is removed from the hole 
and it is filled with topsoil. If your 
soil is not too poor, or if you cannot 
obtain good topsoil, mix peatmoss or 
humus with the soil you remove before 
refilling the planting holes. A half-and- 
half mixture of soil and peatmoss or | 
humus would not be overdoing it. Find 
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out from your nurserymen or from 
garden references whether the plants 
require an acid or alkaline soil. Test- 
ing kits to determine the acidity of your 
soil are easy to use and obtain. 

While good soil is necessary to plant- 
ing success, the way you plant is im- 
portant too. You want to be sure the 


(development number M.R. 454) 
NEW COLUMNAR SHAPE 


Stern’s proudly presents a new 
style in ornamental flowering 
trees...the exciting new Stern’s 
“Pillar of Fire” Flowering 
Crab! You’ve never seen any- 
thing as graceful as this new 
type of garden tree. A narrow 


soil filled around the roots comes in 
close contact with them. Light soils may 
be tramped around the plant with your 
foot, but be careful not to pack heavy | 
clay soils so tightly that air and water | 
cannot get down to the roots. 


upright Crab similar in out- 
line to the magnificent Lom- 
bardy Poplar, only much more 
beautiful. An exquisite small 
tree, they reach a height of less 
than 20 feet at maturity. They 
are extremely hardy—very long- 
lived —withstanding even the 
cold wintry climate of Canada 
where they originated. 


Coldframe 


Depending upon how far north you | 
live, the coldframe will either be just 
under way or will be well filled with 
seedlings or young plants. The hardiest 
of these, both vegetables and flowers, 
can, after hardening off, be set out in 
your garden. The more tender plants 
must be transplanted and kept in the | 
frame until the weather definitely warms. | 
As the hardier types are moved to the 
garden, the frame may be utilized with 
sowings of such annuals as cockscomb, 
petunias, lobelia, everlastings, verbenas, 
China asters and dahlias. Some of these 
may be transplanted directly outdoors 
from the seed flats. 

Other things to start now are tuber- 
ous begonias, early gladiolus, cucum- 
bers, melons and squash. Plant them in 
pots or plant bands that can be set in | 
the garden without disturbing the roots. 

Coldframe management at this season 
presents some problems, but if you un- 
derstand them, you can run your cold- 
frame with great success. Because the 
sun is warm during the day and be- 
cause the nights are still cold, you must 
watch ventilation. Open the frame dur- 
ing the day but as soon as the sun 
begins to wane, close it so that heat 
is trapped overnight. Be safe and place 
a cover over the sash each night. 
Humidity builds up in the frame during 
the day inviting trouble if no ventila- 
tion is given. It is best to water before 
noon so the plants will have dry foliage 
before the sash is shut down in the 
afternoon.® 


Blooms 60 Days 
After Planting! 


You'll get beautiful flowers the very first 
year. Immediate beauty without waiting! 
The buds of these magnificent ornamental 
trees are a deep blood-red, opening to rosy 
flowers that turn to pink. The tree is liter- 
ally bursting with blooms. As summer 
approaches and the blossoms fade away, 
beautifully decorative, cherry-red minia- 
ture apples appear and remain until late 
November. Its foliage, a striking purplish- 
maroon, makes this a most colorful tree for 
your garden. In addition, its unusual shape 
will make your “Pillar of Fire” the most 
talked about tree in your neighborhood. 


“Like a grt iceful 
Lombardy Poplar” 


PLANT WHEREVER YOU WANT GLORIOUS, GRACEFUL BEAUTY 


Most versatile of all ornamental trees. 
Plant these Stern’s “Pillar of Fire” 
Flowering Crabs next to your home, 
between your living room windows, or 
as a corner planting. Plant a number of 
trees (4 to 5 feet apart) for screen plant- 
ings around your terrace or to hide un- 


desirable views. Excellent as a decora- 
tive windbreak. Extremely beautiful 
planted as a specimen in a small yard, 
in your garden, or on your lawn. In 
every season—in blossom, in foliage, in 
shape—these exquisite ornamental trees 
will glorify your beautiful home. 


UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED—SATISFACTION OR MONEY BACK AT ANY TIME! 
Strong No. 1 quality trees. EACH 3 for 5 for 10 for 


Shipping height—3 to S feet. *%6.00 *15.00 *24.00 *45.00 


LIMITED SUPPLY! All prices postpaid. Send check or money order. 


STERN’S NURSERIES 








ws OS ee 


DEPT. G, GENEVA, N. Y. 


I want Stern's ‘Pillar of Fire’’ 


Flowering Crab Apple trees to glorify my 
home. Send 


: trees under your unconditional money-back guarantee 
(#5422) Enclosed is $ 


CHECK HERE 
[] 1 for $6 

[] 3 for $15 
C] 5 for $24 


C] 10 for $45 
POSTPAID TOWN STATE 
ee ee 


ADDRESS 





i 

4 

i 

NAME i 
i 

i 
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Father’s work is always done 


quickly...easily with 


No more overgrown privets or shaggy 
lawns — Dad’s got Wiss garden tools! 
They cut down everything (including 
Dad’s working time) with the smooth- 
est results. There’s a Wiss tool for every 
gardening task—the finest you can buy! 


Wiss 700 Grass Shears — So 
popular because of their up- 
and-down handle action, their 
contoured design with grip 
guard—which makes them 
easy and comfortable to use, 
less likely toslip.No.700,$1.95 





| with 





Wiss Hy-Power Pruning 
Shears—The easiest cutting 
and most powerful pruners 
made. Choice of professional 
gardeners and fruit growers. 
No. 908, $2.95. Smaller size 
No. 906, $2.50 





Wiss 5600 Grass Shears — 
The king of grass shears and 
professional favorite. The only 
grass shears that cut certain 
types of tough, wiry grass sat- 
istactorily. No. 5600, $2.75 





J. WISS & SONS CO., NEWARK 7, N. J. 
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Wiss English Pattern Hedge 
Shears — Designed with keen 
edges, tapered blades, perfect 
balance. Rubber shock ab- 
sorber takes the jolt out of 
cutting, reduces arm fatigue. 
No. 8% E, $4.95 





Prices slightly higher 
Denver and West 
For authoritative, 42-page, illustrated 
“How To Prune” booklet, 
send 25¢ to Department CM40. 





TV Gardening 


HOSE WHO LIKE TO FOLLOW gar- 
dening tips each week will be glad 


that Phil Alampi’s popular “Home | 


Garden” series is back. He broadcasts 


Saturdays in the New York area. over | 


WRCA-TV Channel 4, 
and WRCA 
the TV show, his wife, Ruth, appears 
with him. 

FLOWER GROWER is working with 
Phil to give listeners and viewers prac- 
tical advice on planting flowers, shrubs, 
seeds, fruit, vegetables, lawns and trees 


12-12:30 P.M. 


—the best type of seed to use, when to | 


plant, fertilizers to use and over-all 
garden care. Interviews with authori- 
ties in the “green thumb” world are 
also regular features. Those who watch 
the TV show will probably see Phil 


| carrying a copy of FLOWER GROWER. 


FLOWER GROWER is also working 
Will Peigelbeck, NBC-TV’s 
“Home” show garden editor (See 
FLOWER GROWER, March, 1955, page 
57). It’s all part of a plan to introduce 
gardening and FLOWER GROWER to 
more people.* 


LAURIE WIENER 


TV GARDENERS Phil and _ Ruth 
Alampi give tips and how-to advice on 
their weekly “Home Gardener” show. 


AFRICAN-VIOLET care is discussed 
on the “Home” show by gardening edi- 
tor Will Peigelbeck (right) and African- 
violet specialist Milton Arndt (left). 
Plants are supplied by well-known 
African-violet grower, Frank Tinari. 


12:30-1:00 P.M. EsT. On | 

















Mother always finds time for 
gardening with 


The lady knows best! She chose Wiss 
gardening tools—the finest she could buy. 
These new Wiss garden shears, specially 
designed for women, are so light and easy 
to handle—they make every gardening 
task a “shear” delight! 


Wiss Flower Shears — 
Cut and hold a flower 
with one hand, in one 
motion. They clip stems 
in thick growth, prevent 
scratching from thorns. 
No. FH 4, $2.25 





Wiss Light-Weight 
Pruning Shears— Perfect 
for rose bushes. Small size 
permits maximum hand 
pressure, gives clean cut. 
No. 607 R, $2.75 





Wiss 801 Grass Shears— 
Light and easy to use, pos- 
itive action, comfortable 
grip. No. 801, $1.75 
Long Handle Grass Shears 
—No bend, no stoop. No 
900, $4.25 





Wiss Light-Weight 
Hedge Shears — So light 
in weight, they’re perfect 
for trimming grass as well 
as hedges. One serrated 
blade prevents slipping 
No. 6% L, $3.25 


Prices slightly higher 
Denver and West 





For authoritative, 42-page, illustrated 
“How To Prune” booklet, 
send 25¢ to Department CW40. 


J. WISS & SONS, NEWARK 7, N. J. 
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Garden Events 
for April 





Mar. 31-Apr. 1, Baltimore, Md.— 
African-violet Show, Baltimore 
African Violet Club, Gregory 
Memorial Baptist Church. 

Apr. 2-3, Huntington, W. Va.—An- 
nual Narcissus Show, Huntington 
Council of Garden Clubs, Memo- 
rial Field. 

Apr. 2-3, Jacksonville, Fla.—Rose 
Show, Jacksonville Rose Society, 
Garden Center. 

Apr. 2-3, Portland, Ore.—Portland 
Spring Garden Show, Men’s Gar- 
den Club of Portland, Municipal 
Auditorium. 

Apr. 14-16, Pittsburgh, Pa.—Afri- 
can-Violet Show. 

Apr. 14-17, Santa Barbara, 
International Cymbidium Orchid 
Show, Santa Barbara Armory. 

Apr. 14-17, Tacoma, .-—Daffo- 
dil Festival Week, Wash. Fed. of 
Garden Clubs. 

Apr. 16-17, Dayton, Ohio—Daffo- 
dil Show, Dayton Council of Gar- 
den Clubs, Dayton Art Institute. 

Apr. 16-17, Bethesda, Md.—Daf- 
fodil Show and Meeting, Ameri- 
can Daffodil Society. 

Apr. 20-21, Mexico City, Mexico— 
Spring Flower Show, Mexico 
City Garden Club, Hotel del 
Prado. 

Apr. 20-21, Visalia, Calif.—Spring 
Flower Show, Visalia Garden 
Club, Civic Auditorium. 

Apr. 23, Chapel Hill, N. C. 
of Chapel Hill kitchens, Chapel 
Hill Garden Club. 

Apri. 23-24, Pasadena, 

Southern California Iris Show, 
Southern California Iris Society, 
Horticultural Center in Brookside 
Park. 

Apr. 23-24, Tacoma, Wash.—Na- 
tional Primrose Show, American 
Primrose Society, 14th and ‘A’ 
Street. 

Apr. 23-30, Richmond, Va.—His- 
toric Garden Week, The Garden 
Club of Virginia. 

Apr. 24, Stockton, Calif.—Rose 
Show, Stockton Rose Society, 
Hodgins Motors. 

Apr. 26, Corpus Christi, Tex. 
Hemerocallis Show, Corpus 
Christis Hemerocallis Society, 
Nueces Hotel. 

Apr. 26-29, Rochester, N. Y.— 
Flower Show School, Brighton 
Town Hall. 

April. 29-May 1, Philadelphia, Pa.— 
Pennsylvania House and Garden 
Tour, The Garden Club Federa- 
tion of Pennsylvania. 


Since dates are subject to change, we sug- 
gest you check with garden clubs and societies 
before traveling to out-of-town shows or meet- 
ings. 








50 at 100 rate 
@ SCOTCH PINE — Special Strain 
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20 MILLION .'yea:: 


Good heredity, careful selection of 
seed and scientific culture in the 
nursery assure superior stock. 


Heavy Roots — Sturdy Tops, 


assure rapid growth. 


Comparison of MUSSER seedling (at 
right of om? - — an ordinary 
seed: 


SEEDLINGS AND TRANSPLANTS AT LOW QUANTITY PRICE 


Very best Christmas tree strain. From seed 
collected by our own men from selected parent 
trees. Exceptionally healthy, sturdy, straight- 
stemmed, rich color. 

2-yr. S. 4-8” $ 5.00 $25.00 
2-yr. S. -10" 7. 35.00 


AUSTRIAN PINE — Ornamental and Christ- 
mas tree. 

2-yr. S. 3+ $ 5.00 $25.00 
3-yr. S. : 7. 35.00 


MUGHO PINE — True Dwarf 

Compact, low-growing Ornamental Pine. 

on. B GO. ocsccseutaree $35.00 
5-yr. T. -12 16.00 80.00 


NORWAY SPRUCE 

From seed collected by our own men from 
selected trees. Exceptionally fast growing, 
straight-stemmed, especially desirable for Christ- 
mas trees, ornamentals and timber. 

3-yr. S. 10-14” $10.00 $50.00 
S-yr. T. 10-16” 25.00 


BLUE SPRUCE — Excellent stock — finest in 
the country. 

2-yr. S. 3-6" $ 7.00 $35.00 
3-yr. S. : 12.00 60.00 
4-yr. T. - 30.00 150.00 


DOUGLAS FIR — Hardy Rocky Mountain 
type. 

Superior Ornamental and Christmas tree. 
2-yr. S. -8” x $40.00 
3-yr. S. -12 J 70.00 


CONCOLOR FIR — Excellent Ornamental. 
Silver trunk, soft silver foliage. One of the 
best Christmas trees. Holds needles best of 
any short-needled tree. 

2-yr. S. -10" $12.00 $60.00 
3-yr. S. - 17.00 85.00 


Per 100 Per 1000 500 at 1000 rate 


Per 100 Per 1000 


@ PYRAMIDAL ARBORVITAE — Transplants 


All plants started from rooted cuttings to 
assure true strains. 

l-yr. T. 4-6" $25.00 $200.00 
2-yr. T. 10-16” ....... 40.00 350.00 
Extra-heavy stems. Very nice plants. 


JUNIPER — Blue Pfizer 

This improved Juniper with its irregular 
spreading habit, fast growth, and bluish color 
can be used extensively in landscape work. 
Preferred by many for foundation plantings 
ise. T. GO’ ....¢... G20 $200.00 
2-yr. T. 6-10” 0 eine 
3-yr. T. 


BARBERRY — Unusually good red color. 
Excellent hedge plants. Red leaves in summer; 
red berries in fall and winter. 

2-yr. S. 4-10” . er $ 50.00 
3-yr. S. 8-15” . 80.00 


NORWAY MAPLE — Shade Tree. 

l-yr. S. 6-10” $ 8. 40.00 
2-yr. S. -15” , 70.00 
3-yr. S. 20-36” “e d cesueess 
WHITE BIRCH 

Seedlings 16-24” 

l-yr. T. 24-30” 


l-yr. S. 
2-yr. S. 


l-yr. S. 
2-yr. S. 


ROSA MULTIFLORA 
For living fence and wild-life shelter and food. 
Graded 3 mm and up 
10-18” $10.00 
S—Seedlings 


$ 50.00 
T—Transplants 


VALUABLE SPECIALS —Posipidatidlaiininn----—— 


25 EVERGREEN TREES _....... $5.00 


3 to 5 yr. healthy selected trees, 6” to 
16” tall. 5 each of: Colorado Blue 
Spruce — Norway Spruce — Austrian 
Pine — Scotch Pine — Concolor Fir. 


6 RHODODENDRON and 6 AZALEAS ..$5.95 


Hybrid seedlings from red flowering 
stock. 2 yr. transplants, 4” to 8”, in in- 
dividual plant bands. Abundant roots, 
large leaves. 


Also other Evergreens, Hardwood Seedlings, Shade, Nut Trees and many Specials 





write 


OR PHONE 5-5686 


MUSSER FORESTS, Inc. 


For complete catalog and wholesale planting list.— 
ow / Ask for our famous Christmas Tree Growers Guide. 





Box 7-D 
INDIANA, PA. 











Plant for Permanence 


Vernal Witch-hazel 


by DONALD WYMAN 


HOSE who are familiar with the 
out-of-doors in the eastern and 
central United States, certainly 
know the native witch-hazel (Hama- 
melis virginiana) which is the last shrub 
to bloom in thé fall. But they may be 
entirely unfamiliar with another excel- 
lent native witch-hazel—the first shrub 
of the year to bloom—the vernal witch- 
hazel (H. vernalis). Native in the Lower 
Mississippi Valley, this plant is almost 
as hardy as its better-known relative 
and can be grown over a wide area in 
the East and Midwest. 

The vernal witch-hazel is a vigorous 
shrub which often grows to 10 feet 
with very dense foliage. It grows in a 
wide, vase-shaped habit that makes it a 
candidate for specimen planting as well 
as for massing. 

The small flowers have very narrow, 






























*Cures or preventive meas- 
ures for control of virus 
diseases are not claimed as 


no cure is possible today. py aa 
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ribbon-like petals that appear very early 
in the spring or late in the winter. 
Fully open, they may measure % inch 
in diameter but they have an interest- 
ing habit of expanding fully in warm 
sunshine and rolling up their petals 
tightly on cold days. This habit, of 
course, insures the flowers of lasting a 
longer time than might otherwise be 
expected at this cold time of year. 

The flowers are extremely fragrant, 
and their opening and closing habits 
add to their charm by turning on and 
off their pleasing fragrance. The flowers 
are red to yellow, but when grown from 
seed there are plants with flowers all 
one color or the other. 

Like most witch-hazels, the autumn 
color of the foliage is a bright yellow, 
regardless of whether the plant is grow- 
ing in the sun or the shade. It makes 





ARNOLD ARBORETUM 


a denser plant of course in the full 
sun, but will do very well in partial 
shade. 

It is propagated by cuttings and 
seeds. One should be careful to collect 
the seeds in the early fall before the 
capsules open, for when they do, they 
open with explosive force and actually 
throw the seeds some distance, making 
it impossible to find them.¢ 





lawn. 


New End-o-Pest Rose Dust controls more 
rose pests and diseases* than any dust or 
liquid ever offered. Controls not only all com- 
mon pests, but also those that are resistant 
to other insecticides or fungicides such as red 
spider and powdery mildew. 
Rose Dust is available in handy, refillable 
dust gun container or 3-lb. canisters. 


%: VIGORO FAMILY 


OF GARDENS AIDS 


IMPROVED! ACTS EXTRA FAST IN 
SPRAYING LAWN WEEDS AWAY! 


Now it’s easier than ever to have a beautiful weed-free 


New formula End-o-Weed goes to work faster, mak- 
ing it extra effective and extra sure. Destroys over 100 
different kinds of lawn weeds, including DANDELION, 
PLANTAIN, and RAGWEED. 8-oz. can treats 1600 sq. ft. 
of lawn area. Get it now! 





End-o-Pest 






In addition, there are 
other Vigoro gardening 
aids made to control speci- 
fic pest and weed condi- 
tions in your area. 
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and on the West Coast... 


Coast Silk-tassel 


by LESTER ROWNTREE 


species are native to the Pacific 

Coast. Evergreen Garrya elliptica, 
Coast silk-tassel, is the one which 
has been in the trade the longest and 
is still the species commonly planted in 
gardens and parks. It grows wild on 
the slopes of coastal ranges from the 
Rogue River in Oregon south to north- 
ern Los Angeles County. Under some 
conditions this choice shrub will form 
a small tree 30 feet tall but it is gen- 
erally a rather dense bush of from 5 to 
15 feet, with a spread which may also 
reach 15 feet. The handsome leaves, 
thick and oval-shaped, are a shiny 
dark green on top and pale beneath 
with gray felt. About 3 inches long, 
they are stiff, slightly recurved and 
prettily waved. New branches are brown 
and shining; old bark is rough. 


Gv of the fifteen known garrya 





VIGORO 


COMPLETE 


LAWN FOOD 


The tiny flowers are carried on cat 
kins; it is then that the bush reaches 
its strikingly ornamental stage, for the 
tassels—in pastel yellows and greens— 
are long and graceful. This period of 
elegance lasts from December into 
early spring. 

If possible select a male (staminate) 
plant, for they are considered the more 
desirable even though their span of 
usefulness to those who. cut the catkins 
is shorter than the female (pistillate) 
plant. On the male plant the catkins 
hang in clusters of up to ten, are ex- 
tremely slender and floating and are 
sometimes 1 foot long. The catkins 
on the female plant come in clusters 
up to six, the longest rarely being over 
6 inches. They are less graceful and 
on the plump side. 

In the Northwest, Garrya elliptica 





BOW NTREE 


is best placed against a sheltered wall 
facing south or west. In California, in 
areas of fog, give it full sun and in 
Southern California part shade. It likes 
light, porous soil and must have good 
drainage. Under these conditions it 
forms many branches from the base 
and can be pruned into any shape. 
With watering it will become very tall 
and will have large leaves.® 


Made so it 


wont burn 


TESS 


when used in 


recommended 


@ There’s absolutely noth- 
ing like new Golden Vigoro. 
It’s made a patented new 
way* so it won’t ‘“‘burn’’. 
And it’s the longest-lasting 
complete lawn food you can 
buy. Just one feeding (1 to 
3 Ibs. per 100 sq. ft.) pro- 
vides season-long nourish- 
ment. Scores of tests show 
that Golden Vigoro is still 


feeding grass long after 
other lawn foods have 
ceased to be effective! 
Golden Vigoro contains 
every nutrient needed to 
develop the finest, deep- 
rooted grass. It helps grass 
green-up sooner and stay 
green. Now at your deal- 
er’s in 50-lb. bags. (Also 

available in Canada.) 
Pat, Nos, 2618546, 2618547 


For flowers, trees and shrubs use Regular Vigoro Plant Food 
Complete, balanced plant food... provides all 
the nutrients needed to make garden soils rich. 
like finest greenhouse soils. 


For liquid feeding use Instant Vigoro Water Soluble Plant Food 
Just mix with water and apply as a liquid. Ideal 
for supplemental feeding of lawns. 


YOUR BEST BUYS IN GARDENING SUPPLIES— 
THE VIGORO FAMILY OF GARDENING AIDS 


amounts 


A single 


all season! 


Vigoro is a registered trade-mark of Swift & Company Copyright 1955 by Swift & Company 
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PINK 


LILY OF THE VALLEY 


America’s favorite flower in a 





new dress of clear soft pink 


3 for $2.75 6 for $5.00 
12 for $9.50. . postpaid 


Send today for free catalog listing many 
perennial and alpine novelties— 


it pronounces all names! 


LAMB NURSERIES 


E. 101 Sharp Box F-45 Spokane, Wash. 














FERTO-POTS 


na gy “aried.. i ck; quicker 
better neue if pe. -y oe plants, cuttings are 
started in TO-POT' 

Po! 


to professional 
Shipment by 


a 
grower and home gardener — 


express (not prepaid), as follo 





‘300 — $9 
250 — $5.75 
east of Miss., R. 
oo lots a as follows: #2s—$3.00; 2212s 
2 3s—$4.50. 
nano. Pots have taken the 
storm. 
rder a supply today and 
gardening experience. Addre: 


FARGO'S 


DEPT. 3 FRENCHTOWN, N. J. 


BEST BUY is the 250 pack with much lower price per 
pot Ns oe ee charges about the same as for the RL 4 

joo save money two ways and the pots 

Pedetinitery. until used. 


NOTE: Parcel post optional, 


garden world by 
Users highly enthusiastic. Millions sold 
— a thrilling new 
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Vines from Seed 


by F. F. ROCKWELL 


RE YOU TAKING ADVANTAGE of the 
A many interesting, dramatic ef- 
fects you can achieve in your 
garden by using annual vines? If not, 
you are overlooking one of the easiest 
and least expensive ways to lift your 
garden out of the ordinary by giving it 
the third dimension — height — which 
too many gardens lack. 

Even on the smallest home grounds 
there are opportunities for employing 
annual vines; in fact, it is especially on 
the small place that annual vines are 
most effective because they take up so 
little ground area in proportion to the 
display they provide. And for the new 
garden they are all but indispensable, 





for they give in a few weeks’ time effects 
that are very satisfactory substitutes 
for hardy vines and shrubs which re- 
quire several years’ growth and cost, 
initially, ten to twenty times as much. 

Among the many ways in which an- 
nual vines can be used in the garden 
are: aS an accent at the rear of the 
flower border where it will add height; 
as a screen for undesirable views; as a 
covering for arches, trellises and arbors; 
as a frame for windows and as a cover- 
ing for walls or banks. 

Color that is placed well above 
ground level always provides a domi- 
nant accent: a single climbing rose or 
even one tree rose will dominate a 


PHOTOCRAPHS FOR FLOWER GROWER BY ROCHE 


BILLOWS OF SKY BLUE MORNING-GLORIES add drama to this annual border. 


FLOWER GROWER 
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whole garden full of rose bushes; tall- 
growing flowers such as hollyhock or 
delphinium will likewise dominate a long 
border of perennials. In the same man- 
ner an annual vine or two growing up 
a post will give the needed lift to the 
fiower border. 

If there is no fence or wall against 
which the annual vines can be trained, 
support may be provided by a light 
trellis (preferably stained leaf green, 
not painted white) or by twiggy brush, 
such as is often used to support peas. 
Annual vines that will grow well on 
a trellis include tall single or double 
nasturtiums, thunbergia, sweet peas, 
morning-glories, canary-bird 
(Tropaeolum peregrinum) and scarlet 
runner bean. 

Any artist or photographer knows 
that what he leaves out of his picture is 
quite as important as what he puts in. 
The landscape architect eliminates un- 
desirable objects or views by screening 
them off with suitable groups of shrubs 
or trees. Annual vines are an indis- 
pensable aid in the home garden, espe- 
cially in one that is being newly planted. 
Quickly-grown screens can be added 
wherever needed, either to serve tem- 
porarily while hardy plants are develop- 
ing or to be planted each year as desired. 
For screening purposes the fast-growing 
and fairly dense vines such as scarlet 
runner bean, balloon vine, Japanese 
hop, morning-glory and moonflower 
are best. 

Arbors, arches and trellises, if care- 
fully placed, can be very attractive, 
even on a small place. Too frequently, 
however, they just look stuck in, as 
though they were accidentally left be- 
hind by the builder. A climbing rose 
may require two or three years to cover 
a pergola or an arch; an annual vine, 
however, if started early and set out 
later in the garden, will make a pre- 
sentable sight in a few weeks. If trained 
with care, it will not interfere with the 
climbing rose which is growing slowly 
up the arch. Cobaea scandens, morn- 
ing-glory and moonflower are all good 
for covering arches and pergolas. 

Walls of brick, wood or stucco make 
excellent backgrounds for an annual 
vine. Usually a support made of rough 
twine, which is held in place by metal 
holders (available at most garden sup- 
ply stores), will be required. Cobaea 
scandens clings to a fairly rough sur- 
face. I have frequently had it reach a 
height of over 25 feet, with no assis- 
tance other than a bit of brush to give 
it a start. The canary-bird flower, with 
its delicately cut foliage and peculiar 
canary-colored flowers, is excellent for 
small wall areas, as is also the cypress- 
vine, with its fern-like leaves and starry 
scarlet and white flowers. Like cobaea, 
cypress-vine and canary-bird flower will 
tolerate a considerable degree of shade 
and are good for a north or a west wall. 
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the New 
HYDROMIX 
KIT 




















HERE’S HOW: never —but never before — 
have you seen anything even remotely resembling 
the amazing new HYDROMIX KIT! It actually 
makes insecticide spraying a pleasure instead of 
a chore. The HYDROMIX is a simple device that 
attaches to your house faucet. A metered stream 
of clear water enters the HYDROMIX bottle and 
forces just the right amount of special HYDRO- 
MIX Garden Insecticide into the water coming 
out the hose end. Insecticide spraying becomes 
as easy as watering the lawn. You handle noth- 
ing messy; no tricky mixing formulas to worry 
about; nothing to lug around. The HYDROMIX 
KIT is equipped with a special Mist Nozzle for 
close-up spraying of plants. For higher work on 
trees just adjust the nozzle, throttling it down to 
a fine stream. In short, HYDROMIX offers you the 
cleanest, easiest and most effective way known 
to apply insecticide. Can also be used to 
“spread” water soluble fertilizers. HYDROMIX 
has no equal! 





Doggett-Pfeil Co. 


SPRINGFIELD 3, NEW JERSEY 
MILLBURN 6-5900 


“It’s a Dependable Product 





if it’s DD & P”’ 





v’s the gardening invention 
they said couldn’t be made 


Imagine! Perfect spraying 
with NO WORK! 


ee 


— 


e NO MEASURING ¢ NO MIXING 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 0 
satisfied that HYDROMIX does 
purchose price will be re- | 
ee ea 
DOGGETT-PFEIL COMPANY 


¢ NO PUMPING 
lf, after reasonable trial pe- 
ca 
everything claimed for it, 
funded 
x 
' MAIL COUPON TODAY! 
Department HK 


ANI NK) 
riod, you ore not thoroughly 
simply return it ond your full ¥ 
GAIAAAAZ) 
1 YOU DON’T RISK A CENT! 
Springfield 3, New Jersey 


1 

I 

I Enclosed is my check or money order for $5.95. 
| Please send my HYDROMIX KIT, postpaid. It is 
| understood that if, for any réason, | do not care 
to keep it, | can return same and my money will 
- be promptly refunded. 
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AT BETTER GARDEN AND 


Sensational? apuaing? Reygltfonary? 


IT’S MORE THAN THAT 


e NOTHING TO LUG AROUND 


DEPARTMENT STORES EVERYWHERE 
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HARDY’ 7 
NOW! Hyer | RHODODENDRONS 


AT AN AMAZINGLY LOW PRICE! 


Ng V4 our G-95 
14 4 oa 55 


PER BOX 
OF 12 


& 








WE PAY DELIVERY! 
| A FULL DOZEN LIKE THIS! > 








v ~ 

Grow beautiful Rhododendrons yourself and save! Glorify your grounds 
with these aristocratic flowering evergreens — so easy to grow, so dazzling in 
bloom (gorgeous reds, lavenders, pinks), so lovely to look at all year ‘round, 

You get a full dozen well-rooted selected nursery-grown Hybrid Seed- 
lings (not uprooted wild plants) guaranteed to reach you in perfect condition 
at your best planting time, with expert cultural directions. ; 

Rhododendrons add value to your property, grow luxuriantly in shade, 
give you a burst of bloom in June. Each Rhododendron easily worth $5 or. 
more in only 3 years! 

These choice seedlings are up to 6” tall, with 6-10 leaves each. Packed 
in special “plantsafe” container, each plant firmly rooted in peat humus and 
GUARANTEED TO GROW. 

Supply is limited, so’ fill in coupon and MAIL TODAY with check or 
money order (sorry, no C.O.D.’s). 














BOX 316C 
ADVENTURES IN GARDENING, INC. BABYLON, L. 1, N.Y. 
i ~ Please send me ________. doz. Hybrid Rhododendron Seedlings at 
i only $5.95 per dozen (free delivery to my door) to reach me at 
j Proper planting time. 
1 PRINT NAME ie tcagtacedimlieeeahiahis 
' STREET er Se ER 
r TOWN & ZONE ~ STATE ‘ 
ee ee ee — — << <<< <«u suc «cs 
| 
NO MORE MOLES , ‘ 
Kill all in-the-soil insects with Fumi-Soil = DICHONDRA 
Capsules. A simple safe method: The Perfect Lawn” 
200 Fumi-Soil Capsules only $4.89. Spreads fast, chokes back devil grass, needs mowing 
Directions enclosed. but once a year. Plant now for best results, Packet 
Satisfaction Guaranteed. of seed, enough for 300 sq. ft. $1.00. Write for 
FREE Catalog on request. FREE booklet—Dichondra Facts & Planting Guide. 
; JOHN L. BUNCH 
BOX oat pReeucts SS. 3, PA. 8235 E. Mission Drive San Gabriel 2, California 




















HURRY—Write for your 
Catalog TODAY! 


The “cream” of modern Iris, including 
new introductions, are listed in our 
beautiful 1955 Color Catalog. Numer- 
ous varieties pictured in full, glowing 
color with descriptions. Many money- 
saving collections are listed. This Cata- 
log is a must for the discriminating 
IRIS gardener. A guide to the world’s 
finest Iris, including the great Dykes 
Medal winners and Hall’s famous 
Flamingo Pinks. 





Box F-4 Bedford, Michigan 
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An annual vine may also be used to 
frame a window. It may be grown in 
soil below the window, in a good-sized 
pot or even in a window box. I have 
seen second-story windows framed by 
a vine growing in a window box. 
The effect is very lovely, the feathery 
frame being as charming when seen 
from the inside as when seen from the 
outside. Plants of moderate growth are 
best for framing windows. Thunbergia, 
with its simple orange to buff, dark- 
eyed little flowers — somewhat like 
oxalis—is quite ideal. 

One does not ordinarily think of an- 
nual climbers—with the exception of 
sweet peas—as flowers for cutting, yet 
most of them are excellent for this pur- 
pose. 

The culture of annual vines presents 
no difficulties. They can be given a 
strong head start if seeds are started 
early indoors. Sow the seeds directly 
in 3-inch clay or composition pots and 
later thin to two plants per pot. Most 
annual vines will flower through the 
| summer and autumn.¢ 











| CUP-AND-SAUCER VINE (Cobaea scan- 
dens) has large, bell-shaped, purple blooms 
in a flower-like green calyx. 


| cupped 





HEAVENLY BLUE morning-glories are 
most commonly grown but there are also 





white, 


red 


and pink 


FLOWER 


flowering varieties. 
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A FLOWER GROWER FEATURE 


Garden Workbench 











Make special racks and shelves for your garden tools and equipment 


“EVERY TOOL HAS A PLACE and every 
tool in its place.” No doubt you have 
heard this expression from childhood. 
It may sound a little trite right now, 
but when you really think about it, it’s 
the only way to keep your tools in good 
shape. 

It’s a very simple matter to provide 
the proper place for your garden tools. 
In fact, just a few hours’ time, some 
lumber, a little hardware and a few 
hand tools are all you need. 

Long-handled tools can present the 
biggest problem. Rakes, hoes, cultiva- 
tors and the like can get banged up very 
easily when piled in some corner. And, 
they can be a dangerous menace to 
you—especially when you are groping 
along in the dark. 

An easy way to take care of your 


DRAWINGS FOR FLOWER GROWER BY ALLIANORA ROSSE 














HANG TOOLS on pegboard rack. 





long-handled tools is to attach a piece 
of 1x6 along the wall. Put in a row 
of hooks—use the kind for hanging 
clothes line, not the small ones for tea- 
cups—about 6 inches apart. Take your 
tools and drill a %4-inch hole right 
through the handle about an inch from 
the end. It might be best to use an 
electric drill for this because the wood 
used for making tool handles is very 
hard. Slip a piece of string through the 
hole and merely loop it over the hook. 

Another way is to put a screw-eye 
into the very end of the handle and put 
the hook through the eye. Either way, 
you have a convenient tool rack for a 
few pennies and a half-hours’ work. 

If you don’t want to touch your tools 
at all (some people feel that a string 
or eye on the end is inconvenient) you 
can attach broom holders along the 1x6 
instead. These are clamp affairs with 
rubber jaws. The handle is slipped into 
the jaws and the weight of the tool 
keeps the jaws closed. 

A pegboard arrangement is made to 
order for garden tools. In the picture 
at right you see how we _ utilized 
tempered pegboard in the FLOWER 
GROWER Garage Garden Work Center. 
For garden tools, it is best to use a 
thickness of %4 inch. The holes should 
also be on 1-inch centers. By this it is 
meant that the distance from the center 
of one hole to the center of the next is 
1 inch. 

The pegboard should be attached to 
the wall rather securely—use screws. 
It can be fastened to existing studding 
in a frame garage, but where the wall 
has a smooth surface, such as concrete 
or cinder block, supports should be put 
in place first and the pegboard attached 
to the supports. There should be some 
space behind the pegboard to allow 
room for the hooks. 

There are many different kinds of 
hooks which can be used with pegboard. 
As examples, there are small and large 
rounded hooks, straight, angled hooks 





PEGBOARD was used in Flower Grow- 


er’s Garden Work Center. 


and also shelf brackets. It would be a 
good idea to get an assortment of hooks 
so that you can fit the right hook for 
each tool. The tools can then be hung 
on the pegboard wherever you want. 
It would be a good idea to keep the 
sharp tools, like a grass hook, near the 
top out of the reach of children. 

Adjustable shelves are almost a 
“must” for garden supplies—manutfac- 
turers always seem to put out their new 
materials in a package just a little taller 
than the others. 

There’s no secret magic in putting up 
adjustable shelves. All the materials are 
available from most hardware stores. 
What you need are the slotted strips, 
clamps which fit into the slots to sup- 
port the shelves and a few screws. 

You need four strips for each set of 
shelves. These are attached to the end 
supports, two on each, and run parallel 
to the supports (at right angles to the 
shelves). These are screwed into the 
supports. Four clamps are used for each 
shelf (see diagram) and you can put on 
any number of shelves you desire, de- 
pending on the length of the strips, 
and they can be spaced any distance 
apart you desire. 

There’s also a way of making adjust- 


Garage 
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IN YOUR LIVING ROOM! 
BIG PROFITS--SPARE OR FULL TIME 


OMEAE: ORC 


EVERY MONTH OF THE YEAR 


Successful family of home growers now reveal their secrets for your pleas- 
ure and profit. Learn the exciting facts about raising beautiful Orchids at 
home ... how to grow dozens of varieties in eve ry rainbow color... have 
Orchids in full bloom every month of the year! Many grow without soil, 
getting food from the air. NO GREENHOUSE NEEDED. Start on table 


bil! 


rs Coast elp 


Home Growe m Schirmers H 


Benefit from 






ts 
a my ore hid Pr 4 or window ledge. 
Bie nn avery? beantif THRILLING HOBBY—. FINE PROFITS—ANY LOCATION— 
—_ in full bloom . ae " EXCITING HOME BUSINESS RETAIL—WHOLESALE—MAIL ORDER 
: derful com urse, ad it.” Imagine the delight of watching gorgeous Orchids Learn how to market your Orchids for profit, no 
A¥ ret ‘an understa higor burst into bloom in your living room! The big lav- ™atter where you live—small town, big city, or on 
so anyo G., Mie wetep \ ender corsage Orchids you see in every flower shop & farm. Millions sold by mail order. coast to coast 
plained each * ) also many others in all sizes and colors. Orchids Tropical Flowerland’s “Quick-Profit Plan” helps 
«You have | don't see how for your own enjoyment, or to sell at good profits. You get started at once 
v ° 





so clear! 
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one CO’ yuld go ¥ si. Lovisior® y. ~' FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY. 11's great fun to grow 
aia of my Course Me Orchids. And the whole family can help — from 
} Kam ver our florist say 1s teen-agers up. Mr. Schirmer himself is over 60— 
and pants Orchids was nearly 50 when he and Mrs. Schirmer first 

will buy my stat to started to grow Orchids for profit 

re 

I alwe ays be 9 grate tire LEARN HOW ORCHIDS MULTIPLY. Learn how one 
= Schirmer. 7 plant may become many, each as valuable as the 


first! Flower production and plant stock should 
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family both increase steadily—year after year. 
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COMPLETE INSTRUCTIONS & Blooming-Size Orchid 
Plant Sent for You to Examine at Home without Risk! 












Airmail coupon today for amaz- 
ing offer of Complete Home 
Course and a real blooming- 
size Orchid plant for you to 
examine at home without risk! 
Nearly 300 large-size pages, 
filled with “show-how" draw- 


ings and photos — many in full 
color. Shows you how to grow 
30 different kinds of Orchids at 
home, and market them for 
extra income spare or full 
time. Send no money—just the 
coupon 


TROPICAL FLOWERLAND, Dept. 74 
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4622 Wilshire Bivd 
Los Angeles 5, Calif. 





DID YOU BUY YOUR COPY OF FLOWER GROWER 
FROM YOUR LOCAL MAGAZINE DEALER? 


That's a good idea, glad you did. Why not fill in this coupon, 


attach $3.50 and give it to your newsdealer, so you can be a regular 








subscriber? 
on oe oe or oe COUPON FOR YOUR MAGAZINE 1. acer prince. 
: Yes, I want FLOWER GROWER sent directly to my home every month. | 
| I am attaching $3.50 for a full 12 month subscription. 
| 
| I gO a a I a a a th 
| | 
ES cick tioa GA AAG CES Nd sn oh 0 Cal ahi ease Ko 65 ae Obes <obRautauueskek | 
| 
ME Mick Cuvehahtektadisdesconsnweceavan Zone..... ee | 
| Give this coupon to your local magazine dealer or mail to FLOWER GROWER Albany 1, N. Y ; 
EE Et ee ee alee eee 




















able shelves with your power saw. Be- 
fore putting up the end supports, dado 
out slots across the supports about 6 
inches apart the length of the supports. 
Make the slots just a little wider than 






wut IO Momo 








ADJUSTABLE shelves for convenience. 
the thickness of the shelving you are 
going to use. It might be a good idea 
to temporarily fasten the two supports 
together when dadoing as then you will 
know that the slots will be in the identi- 
cal position on each support. 


—WILLIAM L. MEACHEM 





I like my lawn and I like my flower 
beds, but I don’t like my lawn growing 
into my flower bed. Is there anything 
I can do to keep the lawn where it be- 
longs? 


A fellow by the name 
Keelor came up with an idea that 
should solve your problem. He makes 
strips of corrugated steel that can be 
pushed down into the ground as an 
edging between the lawn and flower 
bed. These Grass Barriers prevent the 
roots of the grass plants from growing 
into the area reserved for flowers. They 
are left an inch or so above the ground 
so that you can actually run your 
mower right over them and trim at 
the same time. 


of William 


I just have to have a lawn this sum- 
mer! I can’t leave the ground bare 
until fall before I put one in. Is there 
anything I can do? 


There sure is. Spade up the area, 
apply plant food and sow some annual 


ye-grass or other temporary grass. It'll 
look good this year, but don’t let it 
fool you—it won’t last. In the fall, 


turn this under and put on your perma- 
nent lawn. The rye you sow and turn 
under will also improve your soil. 


FLOWER GROWER 











GROW A LAWN LIKE THIS IN 7 DAYS! 


Scientists’ Formula Shoots Fantastic 
Growing Power Into Lawns, Plants 
and Vegetables in Seconds! 


Now Grow Flowers, Shrubs, Trees, Even in 
Hungry Soil—Watch “Dying” Lawns Grow 
Richer, Thicker, Greener in 7 Days! 


This season how would you like to make your flowers 
bloom by the hundreds weeks ahead of your neigh- 
bors—increase the growing power of undernourished 
shrubs, trees, hedges, vegetables? Grow a richer, 

icker, greener lawn in just 7 days with just 1 sprinkle 
from a watering can?—OR just one automatic feeding 


with the amazing “can’t fail”—“can’t burn” RX-15 | 













MONEY BACK! 


MAKE THIS 7-DAY 
TEST ON YOUR LAWN! 


Dissolve 1 tablespoon of RX-15 in a 
gallon of water and write the letters 
of your name right on your lawn. It 
takes only 60 seconds...yet in 7 
days. You'll actually be able to read 
your name in the grass! OR YOUR 





miracle mixer? 


Now YOU can turn your garden into the show- 
place of the community with hundreds of colorful, 


flaming blossoms—not five years from 
now—not next year—but this season 
even if right now you don’t have a seed 
in the ground—even if your soil is 
undernourished. 

With normal garden care YOU can 
pick basketsful of meat-packed garden 
fresh tomatoes, luscious heads of let- 
tuce — sweet, tender cucumbers, corn 
and peas from a vegetable patch right 
in your own backyard. Now YOU can 
amaze the so-called experts in your 
neighborhood with a rich, thick carpet 
of lawn—and you won’t even have to 
dirty your hands digging messy, evil- 
smelling fertilizers into the soil. 


If You've Had Trouble Growing 
a Dream Garden and Lawn 
Perhaps Here’s a Reason 


If flowers won’t grow for you—no 
matter how hard you try—in case after 
case it’s been proven that your soil is 
to blame. Science tells us that almost 
90% of all garden soils are deficient in 
at least one of the vital minerals a 
plant needs to bloom and flourish. And 
if you starve a plant of even one of 
these life-giving soil minerals you won’t 
get many flowers no matter how much 
sun and water you give it—no matter 
how many hours you slave in your 
garden. 


Sprinkle with RX-15, Save 
Hours of Extra Digging! 


In 1951 scientists at one of Amer- 
ica’s leading plant experiment stations 














tested new types of concentrated plant 
foods that could be dissolved in ordi- 
nary tap water, and when sprinkled on 
lawn or plants could go to work in 
minutes. No more extra drudgery, no 
more unnecessary digging. This water 
soluble plant food was proven so fast- 
acting that it is absorbed by roots and 
reaches into every leaf, stem and tissue 
in as little as 60 minutes. 


Hundreds of Flowers for 
Only a Few Minutes 
Extra Work! 


And now do you realize what RX-15 
means to you? It means that today 
you can go out with a sprinkling can 
and in a few minutes start to shoot 
new life into your garden. Revitalize 
your whole undernourished lawn... 
give it results you never dreamed pos- 
sible in 7 days. 


It means that, whether you're an 
expert gardener or the greenest be- 
ginner now with normal garden care 
you can grow masses of beautiful roses, 
dahlias, phlox, gladiolus and chrysan- 
themums in your garden this season 
with a sprinkling of RX-15 once or 
twice a month. It means that no matter 
how starved your soil may be now, 
with a few applications of RX-15, you 
can grow a thick, green lawn the very 
first time you try—and it will only cost 
you pennies to apply it! It means that 
you can grow hundreds of flowers in 
your window boxes—grow hundreds of 
flowers this season 





Plants DOUBLE SIZE In 12 Days! 





24 a 






Coad ssciihasiabcsesis 


MAKE THIS COMPARISON TEST ON YOUR FLOWERS 


Look at these two groups of young calla plants. Both were potted the 
in the same soil and grew side by side under identical 
growing conditions. Group B received normal supply of water once a 
week. Group A, at right, received same supply of water with tiny trace 
Photos above show the amazing difference only 


same day, 


of RX-15 added. 
12 days later. 
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s ee 


from plants you al- 
ready have in your 
garden, from seeds 
you can still put in 
the ground. 


And because RX- 
15 instantly feeds 
plants all the life- 
giving soil minerals 
they need for healthy 
bloom, it means that 
merely sprinkling 
with RX-15 can make 
starved undernour- 
ished lawns, trees, 
shrubs, houseplants 
Start to spring back 








to new life rapidly! | 


“Can't Burn”, “Can’t Fail” 


FOR 
RX-15 
Not Affected by PLANT 
Back-Pressurel FOOD 


Not a syphon but a marvel of hydraulic engineering 


(Patent Applied For). 


Just Fill — Then Relax! Let RX-15 Miracle-Mixer 
The Work! 


Guaranteed to Apply RX-15 Water Soluble Fertilizer 


RX-15 Miracle-Mixer 


APPLICATOR 


instantly—easily—and exactly proportioned, regardless 
of variations in normal water pressure, through any: 


® Sprinkler 
* Garden Hose Nozzle 


© Sprinkler System 
* Soaker 









HOW TO GET $3.98 MIRACLE-MIXER 


FOR ONLY 983: 


Buy $4.98 size RX-15, get bonus certificate worth $2.75 


enclosed in each container. 


Mail to Garden Research 


Laboratories, New York, N. Y., with 98c (plus 25c for 
mailing and handling). You get back $3.98 Miracle-Mixer 


at this amazing, low price! 


Or buy $3.75 size RX-15, get bonus certificate worth 
$2.50. Mail certificate with $1.23 (plus 25c for mailing 
and handling) and get amazing $3.98 Miracle-Mixer! 


Entire Contents Copyrighted by Garden Research Laboratories 


s”""""""" AT YOUR LOCAL GARDEN SUPPLIER O 


DEPT. STORE OR MAIL NO-RISK 


141 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, 
Yes, I want a richer, greener lawn and 
flowers in my garden this season. So 


purchase price refund. 


Nome ~~ 
(Please print in pencil) 


Address 





City Zone State 


' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
‘ 
' 
' 
‘ 
' 
‘ 
' 
' 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
' 
‘ 
' 
' 
‘ 
‘ 
' 
' 
‘ 
' 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
J 
‘ 
‘ 
' 
‘eeelIn Canada send to 60 Front St 
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COUPON TODAY! 


GARDEN RESEARCH LABORATORIES, Dept. R-301 


N. Y. 
thousands of beautiful 
rush me these RX-15 


products for No-Risk Trial Tests. If not completely satisfied 
I can return any of them at anytime within 90 days for full 


RX-15 Price List 
(Check Size Desired) 


(13 Wb. size RX-15 — $3.75 
(Enough for average lawn 
and garden) 

(15 tb. size RX-15 — $4.98 
(Economy size—for larger 
gardens. YOU SAVE $1.27) 
(_) Miracle-Mixer — $3.98 
(See above — save up to 
2.751) 


West, Toronto. Prices slightly higher..«.« 
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ney MORE euaers OF res wetenes 
60 TO 90 DAYS IN FOOT AREA WIT 
Ts NEW EVERLASTING ALUMINUM 


PYRAMID caRDEN 
Adds interest and beauty to your garden. 


a bigger and better crop of berries. ox ft. size just 
right for 50 plants » j Only » at 33 


SPECIAL! 5 ft. Aluminum Pyramid Garden with "50 
poe ce aa everbearing strawberry plants. 
COMPLETE 
Only $g-95 
ppd. 








Produces 






ADE OF 
EVERLASTING 
ALUMINUM 


STRAWBERRY 


*% EVERBEARING *% HEAVY YIELDING 
*% ENORMOUS SIZE + IDEAL FOR FREEZING 
*% FINEST FLAVOR 
ORDER NOW! Red Rich plants are still limited. Don’t 
be disappointed like so many people were last season. 
RED RICH PRICES. Guaranteed, Prepaid. 

12 plants... .$2.95 25 plants. .$ 5.00 


50 plants... $353 100 plants. .$15.00 


Order From This Ad. Send Check or Money Order! 


MINNETONKA NURSERIES 
Department F4, Excelsi Mi o 
Send 


= AN : 


for shopper's guide, AM( s 


SE, Pachet SEEDS 


ond uses 

FINEST STRAINS e ALWAYS FRESH CROP 
THOROUGHLY TESTED e REASONABLY PRICED 
Complete Selection « 500 Varieties « 10c to 50c 
at variety chain stores « ¢ © © 8. 8. KRESGE, 
G. C. MURPHY, NEISNER’S, MONTGOMERY WARD, 
SCOTT, MACY'S, FISHER-BEER, BEN FRANKLIN, 
W. T. GRANT. 

Crosman Seed Corp. (Dept. F), 

Establ ohed 1838 
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Senator Dunlap 


Most Popular -- The Old Reliable 
Largest of June-bearing va- 
rieties. Good canner. Dark 
red fruit. Sweet and juicy. 
Large size plants always 
produce good crops. No C.0.D.'s 

please! Satisfaction Geeren- 


teed. Order today 
and we will include FREE 
seed & nursery catalog 
















varieties for home and market, and 
how to grow them. Free copy. Write 
today. 


W. F. ALLEN COMPANY 


GOOD 
COMPANIONS 


... for your garden 
planter or patio. 


Clarke’s Polyanthus Primroses accented by ma 
nificent Pay Dirt and our new Blue Knight 
pansies. A dozen plants of each of the above 
three $7.00 ppd. 200 seeds of each of the three 
$4.00. Send for our new Free °55 catalog—in 
color—of primroses and pansies, plants and 
seeds, with suggestions for their use. 


THE CLARKES 
Clackamas, Oregon 





Box 440-F, 
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Get more strawberries 


from everbearers 


by GEORGE L. SLATE 


now be grown very successfully 

by a method developed by the 
late Karl Michener, an Ohio strawberry 
grower. Until this method was devel- 
oped the everbearing varieties grown 
in the usual matted row were rarely 
productive enough to be worth growing. 

In this sawdust-mulch-spaced plant 
system the plants are grown in hills 
with all runners removed and the bed 
is mulched with sawdust. The ever- 
bearing varieties are excellent home 
garden fruits as they occupy relatively 
little space, are easily grown and pro- 
duce delicious fruit during late summer 
and fall. 

The bed should be in a sunny spot 
well away from shade and roots of 
nearby trees if they are to fruit well. 
Ample sunlight is necessary for fruit 
formation. (For suggestions on grow- 
ing strawberries in pyramids see page 
62.) 

For best results the soil should be 
highly fertile and well supplied with 
organic matter either from manure, 
compost or a green crop that has been 
turned under. A good application of 
stable manure is 3 to 6 bushels to 100 
square feet, spread uniformly over 
the area, and spaded under. If stable 
manure is not available, a bale of peat- 
moss to 100 square feet is an acceptable 
substitute. Suitable green crops for 
turning under to supply humus are rye, 
rye grass, buckwheat, the clovers, wheat 
and oats or even a good crop of weeds. 

The strawberries should not be 
planted where tomatoes, potatoes, pep- 
pers, and egg plants have been grown 
within the past two or three years, as 
these crops may infect the soil with a 
wilt disease that can kill the strawberry 
plants. The strawberries need not be 
more than a few feet from the place 
where these crops have been grown to 
be safe. 

The ground should be worked up as 
for yegetables so that the soil is in a 
loose mellow condition. Small areas 
may be spaded and raked, then allowed 
to settle for a few days. Larger areas 
should be plowed and harrowed. A 
sod or green manure crop should be 
disked after plowing and then finished 
off with a harrow. If quack grass has 
been a problem, be sure its roots are 
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eliminated. In a small garden roots 
may be dug out with a fork. Chemicals 
are available for killing quack grass but 
they tie up the ground for several 
months, and should not be used by the 
home gardener without special instruc- 
tions. 

The plants should be set as soon as 
the soil is dry enough to work without 
packing, or about April 1 in the latitude 
of New York. Sandy soils may be 
planted at anytime, but the heavier 
types are easily packed if worked or 
walked on while wet. If a mildly 
squeezed handful crumbles when re- 
leased it is ready for use. 


Planting 


Planting is important as a properly 
set plant gets off to a good start, 
whereas a poorly set plant starts slowly 
and may die if the weather is hot and 
dry. The plant should be set with the 
crown, or 3olid part, from which the 
leaves and roots arise, even with the 
surface of the soil, not deeper or shal- 
lower. The roots should be spread out 
naturally, not squeezed tightly into a 
small hole. 

In a properly prepared, light-textured 
soil a trowel is inserted vertically in the 
soil and worked back and forth to make 
a hole large enough for the roots. After 
the plant is inserted to the proper 
depth the soil is pushed back against 
the roots with the hands and firmed 
by stepping on it close to the plant. In 
a heavier soil in which it is difficult to 
insert a trowel, a spade is used to make 
the hole. 

If the soil is dry a pint of water 
should be poured around the plant so 
that the soil in contact with the roots 
is moist. Plants set in May will almost 
surely need watering once or twice un- 
til they have started to grow. Plants 
set in early April are not likely to need 
any water at planting time. 


Cold-Storage Plants Best 


Some nurseries are selling cold-stor- 
age plants. They have been dug in late 
fall, or early winter, when fully dor- 
mant and stored at a temperature of 
about 30° which keeps them dormant. 
These plants are not much to look at 
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on arrival with their wilted half-dead 
leaves, but they start off much better 
than the field-dug and started plants, 
with several new leaves and sometimes 
flower buds in sight, that have been 
used for years. The smart home gar- 
dener will specify cold-storage plants 
when placing his order. Commercial 
growers now consider cold-storage, 
fully dormant plants much better than 
those field-dug in the spring. 


Spacing for Plants and Beds 


For heavy crops there must be as 
many well-spaced plants per unit of 
area as possible. This is best accom- 
plished by setting the plants in beds of 
four rows each, spaced a foot apart 
each way with a two-foot alley between 
each bed. All runner plants are re- 
moved as they appear and before they 
begin to root. The ample spacing and 
lack of competition from an excessive 
number of plants permits maximum 
growth and productiveness of those that 
are to fruit. 

After two or three weeks the newly 
set bed is hoed to remove the young 
weeds. It may then be sprayed with 
Crag Herbicide 1 which will destroy the 
germinating weed seeds for a few 
weeks. The soil surface should be left 
as smooth as possible at this time for 
covering with a sawdust mulch. This 
should be spread smoothly over the 
soil surface of the whole bed to a depth 
of an inch. At this rate one cubic yard 
of sawdust will cover 311 square feet. 


Sawdust and Other Mulches 


Any sawdust is suitable. Its age and 
the kind of wood, hard or soft, make 
no difference. Fine sawdust may be- 
come packed in the garden, but a few 
minutes with a rake will break the 
crust. Shavings are satisfactory too. 
If no lumber yards or sawmills are 
nearby, sawdust or shavings may some- 
times be purchased in bales. Perhaps 
friends with woodworking equipment 
may contribute their sawdust, especially 
if a few berries are offered in exchange. 

If sawdust is not to be had easily, 
then other mulches may be used. Peat 
in various forms, ground corn cobs, 
buckwheat hulls, marsh salt hay and 
wheat, oat and rye straws are good. 
The mulch is to conserve moisture, 
keep down weeds and keep the berries 
clean, keep soil temperatures lower and 
prevent root injury from cultivation 
and hoeing. 

After the mulch is in place the 
weeds are pulled out by hand to pre- 
vent the mixing of the sawdust with the 
soil which occurs if a hoe is used. 

The blossoms are removed as soon 
as they appear until mid-July to per- 
mit the plants to build up strong crowns 
with the large leaf area that is needed 
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Do You HELP 


Your Garden Grow? 


You Can With These 
Blue-Ribbon Animal Manures 


@ LONGHORN BRAND CATTLE MANURE 
@ WIZARD BRAND SHEEP AND COW MANURE 
@ RAMSHORN BRAND SHEEP MANURE 


These time-tested organic plant foods and soil 
builders ensure luxuriously rich lawns, flowers, 
shrubs, trees, fruits and vegetables. Longhorn, Wiz- 
ard and Ramshorn manures promote the beneficial 
bacterial action that releases dormant plant food in 
the soil. They supply humus and important food 
elements, aid drainage, improve soil texture and 
hold moisture, 


Longhorn, Wizard and Ramshorn manures are 100% 
pure—completely unmadulterated—dehydrated—pul- 
verized—heat-treated—weed-free. They contain 2% 
nitrogen, 1% phosphoric acid and 2% potash. 


Better manures promote better gardens. WHY NOT 
BUY THE BEST FOR ONLY PENNIES MORE? 


Write today for our helpful booklet on Longhorn, 
Wizard and Ramshorn manures. 


National Sales Agent 


FAESY & BESTHOFF, INC. 


325 Spring St. 


New York 13, N. Y. 














ANTEED! YOU'LL PICK DELICIOUS 


PICK "EM SPRING, SUMMER, AND FALL 





wonderful with cream 


s& 
& luscious jams 
= 








flavorful shortcuke 














FIRM, JUICY, SUGAR SWEET 
New Fiavor Sensation 
Finest berry you ever tasted! Easy to 
grow. Only Stern’s Superfection 
guarantees wonderful results in 60 
days or money back. 


Vigorous plants with heavy roots 
Guaranteed to thrive even when other 
strawberries fail. Big roots have hundreds 
of long fibrous feeders. Carefully packed 
in ‘“MOIST-LOCKED”’ packing. 

SAVE WITH THESE LOW PRICES 
25 plants 50 plants 100 plants 200 plants 
$2.00 $3.75 $6.00 $10.00 


POSTPAID 


RAWBERRIES 


or every penny back! 


STERN’S NEW 3-SEASON 
PERFECTION STRAWBERRY 


Enjoy Miracle Strawberries Right Up ‘Til Frost 
Imagine, your own fresh picked delicious 
ripe red strawberries starting in 60 days: 
You'll have all the strawberries you'll want 
Spring ... Summer . . . and Fall—often until 
Thanksgiving. Absolutely winter hardy— 
you'll pick berries for years! 

Yields 3 Times More Fruit Than 
Other Everbearing Varieties 

Acclaimed by famous farm and garden au- 
thorities. Actual field test produced approxi- 
mately 8000 quarts per acre first year 
planted! —_e best for home gardens. 

Order now for delivery 
at proper planting time in your area. 
All prices postpaid. Send check or money order 
Ss a eee hepa ng “ge aeemep eg 

STERN'S NURSERIES,Inc. Dept. G, Geneva, N. Y. 

I want Strawberries Spring, Summer, and Fall— | 


starting in 60 days after planting—or I'll keep plants 
1 without charge. I 


Check Quantity 


0 25 for 


_- 
gC sss 
| 100 for 

$6.00 

200 £ 
1Ooms 


Postpaid Town State 








Address 
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Sturdy Hardy Perennials 


| Strong well-rooted plants, packed to carry 
safely coast to coast, and then live, thrive 
and flower. Hundreds of kinds, unusual bulbs 
and hardy plants, in our New #lustrated 
catalog. Ask for your copy. 
PEARCE SEED CO. 
Dept. Z 


Moorestown New Jersey 


something SPECIAL 


for your lawn and garden 


special-purpose plant food. Each 
is carefully formulated to contain 





means using an AGRICO 





the right combination of 
nutrients needed by each 
plant group. Use the plant 
foods that go further, giv- 
ing you extra value for your 
dollar. In 50, 25, 10 and 
5-lb. bags at your Garden 
Supply Dealer’s. 


AGRICO 
PLANT FOODS 


Made by 
The AMERICAN AGRICULTURAL 
CHEMICAL Co. 
























































Become a Landscape Specialist 


Increase your earning power. 
Train for a new career. Thor- 
ough, easy-to-follow home-study 
* method teaches you modern 
trends in landscape and garden 
design, horticulture, drafting, 
ete. 45 illustrated lessons. Suc- 
cessful graduates throughout the 
world. 39th yr. Catalog: 
Charter member, National Home Study Council. 


AMERICAN LANDSCAPE SCHOOL 
6759 Grand Ave. Des Moines 12, lowa 





With A N T R O L FLOWER some 


Original Outdoor Bomb Protects Flowers 
Against Aphids, Jap Beetles, Mites, etc.! 


Quickest, Easiest way ever to 
rid your prized flowers and 
shrubs of destructive chewing 
and sucking insects! The touch 
of your finger releases potent 
Lindane, Pyrethrins and Rote- 
none in a quick-killing mist. 
Residual effect protects roses, 


chrysanthemums, geraniums, 
azaleas, many others. Get 
ANTROL Rose Spray 
FLOWER BOMB at your 
dealers or write, ‘“‘BUG-Z"’, 
BOYLE-MIDWAY INC., 
Dept. FG-6, 22 East 40th Street, 
New York 16, New York. 





Pa Airis <i RNR ¥ Bombs ¥ Traps ¥Chiordane Spray | 
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to bear the fall crop. The flower stems 
should be cut off, not. pulled off, as 
pulling may loosen the roots and give 
the plant a serious setback. Thereafter, 
the plants are allowed to bloom, and 
five or six weeks later the first berries 
will ripen. The plants will continue 
bearing until stopped by cold weather. 


Fertilizers 


Strawberries are usually fertilized. 
If stable manure is used when the soil 
is prepared, additional fertilizers will 
not be needed except on soils of very 
low fertility, which the average gar- 
dener is not likely to encounter. If 
stable manure is not used, then 1% 
pounds of 10-10-10 or 3 pounds of 
5-10-5 may be broadcast over the soil 


| when it is prepared. The amounts are 
| tor 100 square feet, 
| low or 


and for soils of 
medium fertility. With the 
packaged materials sold under trade 


the formulas are 
but those that are above 10-10-10 
should be used in smaller amounts 
while those that are lower than 10-10- 
10 may be used in larger amounts. 

Growers who are cost conscious and 
grow larger acreages will find that am- 
monium nitrate (Nitraprills), nitrate of 
soda and sulphate of ammonia are 
cheaper and just as effective. 

Sawdust may sometimes cause a 
temporary shortage of nitrogen in soils 
that are not very fertile. This may be 
corrected by scattering alongside the 
plants one of the following materials, 
the amount given being for 100 feet 
of row: 1% pounds of 10-10-10; 3 
pounds of 5-10-5; 1 pound of nitrate of 
soda; 2 pound of ammonium nitrate. 

These amounts should not be ex- 
ceeded and the fertilizer should not get 
on the strawberry plants. In dry wea- 
ther it should be watered in by apply- 
ing the equivalent of at least one inch 
of rain. The fertilizer may also be ap- 
plied by dissolving it in water which is 
poured alongside the plants with a 
sprinkling can from which the nozzle 
has been removed. 


all different, 


Watering 


In a dry season the rainfall should be 


| supplemented with water to provide at 


least an inch of water per week for 
maximum yields of berries. A straight- 
sided coffee can set absolutely level in 
the center of the bed will serve to indi- 
cate the amount of rainfall. 

The water may be applied in any 
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convenient manner, but using a porous 
hose is one of the best ways as it does 
not wet the foliage and berries. Enough 
Should be applied to wet the soil thor- 
ughly to a depth of 4 to 6 inches. 

For the winter mulch an additional 
inch of sawdust is needed to have at 
least 2 inches over the crowns of the 
plants. Straw may be applied over the 
sawdust for winter protection, getting 
it on in the fall before temperatures 
drop below 20 above zero, but after a 
few hard frosts have occurred. 

Birds often spoil most of the straw- 
berries in a small bed. Scaring devices 
usually do not scare the birds for very 
long. Covering the bed with cheese- 
cloth is the best method of protecting 
the fruit from the birds. 

In wet weather slugs often eat holes 
in the berries. They may be seen with 
a flash light after dark. A metaldehyde 
poison bait available from garden stores 
and seed houses, applied in_half-tea- 
spoonful amounts in little heaps 
throughout the bed, will clean them up. 
It should not get on the berries. 

The SUPERFECTION variety is one of 
the most productive and probably the 
best, all things considered. GEM and 
3RILLIANT appear to be identical with 
SUPERFECTION. STREAMLINER is Satis- 
factory. Rep RICH is of very good 
quality. Very new and not widely 
tested is ARAPAHOE. It comes from 
Wyoming and is recommended for 
trial in the Northern Great Plains 
region. A recent variety is WINE PARK.* 





Do You Agree? 


e@ Senator Margaret Chase Smith of 
Maine, left, and Representative 
Frances P. Bolton of Ohio, right, 
think that the rose should be named 
the official flower of the United 
States. Accordingly, they have in- 
troduced joint resolutions in the 
Senate and the House of Representa- 
tives asking adoption of the rose as 
the national flower. 

If you had the opportunity to act 
on this resolution, how would you 
vote? Your congressmen would like 
to know how you feel about this 
resolution so write and tell them. 
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Special Introductory Offer! 


EW PLUM SIZEs 
TRAWBERRIE: 


130 pleats” 





a 


id 
©> postpa 
100 for $4.00 
500 for $15.00 


wet 
; 000 for $25.00 


_ Each plant yields is © pints a year! 


Easy to Grow! V Winter-Hardy! 
Guaranteed! Money-Back Anytime 
Complete satisfaction unconditionally guaranteed! If 
disappointed in any way, keep plants without charge! 
Delivery ¢ at it Proper ‘Planting Time in Your Section 


STERN'S NURSERIES, Dept. G * Geneva, N. Y. 
Send my “PLUM-SIZE”’ strawber lants. If not de- 
lighted, you will return my money— “Tal keep plants with- 1 
out charge. (Send check or money order) 
Check Amount 
(_]s0 tor $2.50 
Cj 100 for $4.00 
500 for $15.00 
1) 1000 fer $25.00 Town State 
Postpaid 


ee | 


es 





ay ee 
Thousands of GiantBerries 
Most amazing new strawberry! 
NOW READY '!—Stern’s miracle 
“EMPIRE”! Enormous producers 
—each plant averaged 6 pints a 
year. They resist drought—actually 
thrive in hot dry weather. Magnif- 
cent flavor! Big, firm, sweet, extra 
juicy and red! 
Our Finest Grade Plants | 
Official! Largest No. 1 size—the i 
best and biggest grade. Strong well i 
i 
I 








Name 





developed crowns and roots with- 
stand severe winter conditions. 


STERN’S NURSERIES | 


GENEVA, N. Y. 


Address 

















Now You Can Enjoy 
This Wonderful New 


*““NORTHWEST”’ 


STRAWBERRY 


You have heard about—now you can buy—this new 

strawberry developed by The State College of Washington 
ind inspected by the Washington State Dept. of Agriculture. The “NORTHWEST” 
Berry combines best features of many varieties to produce outstanding flavor, size, 
hardiness, yield and disease-resistance. Long bearing season, firm texture, tan- 
talizing sweet taste, bright red, conical shape. Wonderful for eating fresh, freez 
ing, canning, preserving. Only top quality graded plants shipped—do not confuse 
with any low-cost plants. Plants available until June Ist, so give shipping date 
desired. All orders acknowledged immediately 


25 PLANTS $5.00 
50 PLANTS $8.25 
75 PLANTS $11.50 
100 PLANTS $14.50 = /nstructions Included | 
KEELOR PLANTING PYRAMIDS AVAILABLE, | 

| 

| 


No COD's Please = ny BAKER PRODUCTS 
All Shipments Postpaid 


3002 Tulip Road, Bellingham, Wn. 


Enclosed is § to pay for | 


“NORTHWEST” Strawberry | 


with 50 plants $17.50; Pyramid alone $9.95 


References 
Bellingham National Bank @ Bellingham Chamber of Commerce 


Plants. Please ship to arrive about 


Name 


MT. BAKER PRODUCTS (aes 
= 


ity & State 
3002 Tulip Road, Bellingham, Wn. 
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How many can you name? 


Each of these 8 lawn and garden tools has a 
particular name and use. Can you identify all 8? 
Notice that all are perfectly matched, and 
branded with the famous Green Thumb. The 
world over, it stands for success in gardening, 
and for the finest light, fast, easy-to-use tools 


ever made for home gardeners. 
Look for these tools with the Green 


Thumb 


brand. They’re guaranteed. A new tool free if 


any proves defective. 


1: Bow Rake — Used after spading to 
make a smooth, finely broken up garden 
bed and work in fertilizer. 

2: Floral Scuffle Hoe — Fastest, easiest of 
all tools for tending flower beds and 
shrubbery. No lifting; just stand erect 
and scuffle it back and forth to cut 
weeds. Gets under lowest branches. 

3: Spading Fork — Fastest and easiest 
tool for digging, because the pointed 
tines enter the soil most easily and also 
break up each forkful as you turn it. 

4: Garden Hoe — Standard tool for culti- 
vating, weeding, hilling, tamping in seed. 
Green Thumb hoes are solid forgings, 
taper-rolled for strength with lightness. 


é¢ Check how many you named 
correctly and which ones you should add to your set: 


5: Floral Shovel — Wonderful for plant- 
ing bulbs, transplanting smaller peren- 
nials and light digging. Strong but small 
(554 x 8 in.) blade, curved to hold dirt. 
6: Adjustable Lawn Broom — A ‘must’ 
for every modern gardener. Clock-spring 
steel fingers are self-cleaning, won't in- 
jure delicate grass, and you can adjust 
their spread and stiffness from 114% to 
20 inches to fit the work. 

7: Dandelion Weeder — Narrow forked 
blade, on long, strong shaft, goes deep to 
cut tap roots; does not scar lawn. 

8: Grass Trimmer—Trims 10 times 

faster than shears. Cuts high weeds. 
Replaceable blade. 


Made by THE UNION FORK & HOE COMPANY, COLUMBUS 15, OHIO 


IDEAL FOR 


HOME GARDEN! S s 
NWS <> wares’; y 


PATENTED 


XK EVERBEARING 
it re r ¢ WONDER 
is STRAWBERRY 


lant Patent 993 


BEARS FROM EARLY SUMMER ‘TIL FROST 


} y 
cm 

; f ee * Up to a Quart per Plant! + Big, Solid, Red Thorugh Core! 
VW. - * Sweet—Just Taste ‘em! ¢ Freeze Whole—little sugar. 


——eee RED RICH PLANT PRICES! 
12 pits. ppd. 33-35 - Potted pits. 
5.00 - Potted pits. 


25 pits. ppd. 


$3.75 ppd. 
$7.00 ppd. 


‘|! 


S 50 pits. ppd. $8.50 - Potted pits. $12.00 ppd. 
Long lasting,Galvan- 100 pits. ppd. $15.00 - Potted pits. $20.00 ppd. 


ized, Corrugated Stee 





FT. PLANTING PYRAMID 


Holds up to 100 everbearing strawberry plants. 
bed for any back yard. Easy to 


$10.95. With 50 RED RICH $15.95. All prices prepai 


Rich, Strawberry Plants. 


Practical strawberry 

weed, water and protect from birds. 

* PYRAMID only $9.45—With 50 Superfection everbearing strawberr 
- yao 50 RED RICH plants $17.95. With 100 RE 


FREE on Raspberries, Strawberries 
CATALOG Mums, Phlox, Gilads. 


ORDER FROM THIS AD. 





* JR. 5 FT. ALUMINUM PYRAMID $7.45—With “4 Superfection Enclose Check or M.0 
Exclusive licensed national propogators and distributors of Potted Red SLiltorest BOX A 
GARDENS ALBERT LEA, MINN. 











New and exciting 
Iris and Daylily 


catalog in full color 


’ ° 
You must have our catalog to make 


your selection from the very best 


‘ ea 
5 my oe 


cy and recent introductions. 


California grown Iris and Daylilies 


vg are superior and will perform well 


everywhere. 
= 
=\ 


ne 


Prices are all in your favor. 
Milliken plants have given satisfac- 
tion to thousands for over 30 years. 





Write at once! 
Supply of books 
limited. 











Milliken Gardens 29% ots caurornia 





Grafting to 


save your 


injured tree 


RAFTING, whether it be of bone 

or skin, as carried out by a 

surgeon, or of plants, as prac- 
ticed by the gardener, is always a fasci- 
nating subject. The objectives are often 
comparable. Horticultural grafting, 
while often a valuable means of propa- 
gating certain plants, notably tree fruits 
and roses, can also be spectacularly 
used to repair injuries brought about 
by disease or by mechanical means. 

The home gardener may make his 
own graft to save a cherished tree 
whose trunk has been injured, but with- 
out a thorough understanding of the 
procedure, it may be advisable to ob- 
tain the help of a professional tree 
surgeon. 

One of the most interesting applica- 
tions of remedial grafting has been in 
chestnut breeding work. Ever since 
1930, Dr. Arthur Harmount Graves 
has been engaged in breeding chestnuts 
with the chief objective of obtaining a 
blight-resistant tree as valuable for 
timber as our native chestnut was be- 


BROOKLYN BOTANIC CARDEN 


TRUNK INJURY is not fatal if graft 
can be made to link tree’s healthy top 
with its healthy roots as in photograph. 
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fore it was decimated by blight. To 
this end crosses were made between 
Oriental species and our own native 
chestnut. The first generation of Japan- 
ese-American trees indicated that the 
American species was dominant but 
that the hybrid, also, though to a lesser 
degree than the American species, was 
susceptible to blight. It was therefore 
necessary to continue breeding for segre- 
gation and combination of the desired 
characters. The problem then was how 
to keep these hybrids alive until flower- 


ing so that further crossing could be | 
made. Dr. Graves solved this problem | 


by putting into practice a method of 
“in-arching” which would bridge the 
gap made between healthy root and 


fungus. Fortunately blighted chestnuts 
send out shoots from below the lesion 


which provide suitable material to be | 
grafted by uniting them in the healthy | 


trunk or branch above the lesion. 
In the August 1950 annual report 


of the Northern Nut Growers Associa- | 
tion, Dr. Graves describes the method | 
he uses. Briefly, it is as follows: An | 
incision is made in the shape of an in- | 


verted T in healthy bark above the 


lesion. A “half-moon” sliver of bark | 
is cut below the inverted T up to the | 


horizontal part. A sucker is cut off 
at a point a little longer than is neces- 
sary to reach the T, and its top is 


cut to a long sharp wedge. The flaps | 


of bark adjacent to the horizontal part 


of the cut are gently lifted from the | 


wood, the scion is bent outward and 


the wedge is forced between bark and | 
wood. Then the parts are tied in place | 
with soft cotton twine and the wound | 
covered with melted paraffin heated no | 
more than is enough to bring it to | 


the melting point. Dr. Graves finds 


that the best time to operate in south- | 


ern Connecticut is in April or early 
May. Possibly the job could be done 


any time when bark lifts readily, say | 


in July and early August. 
Another application of the method 


is to be seen on an elm growing on | 
the campus of the University of Wis- | 
consin. This elm, girdled at the base | 


| FOR FREE FOLDER... 


and therefore in a dying condition, was 
saved by the ministrations of a tree 


surgeon. In this case elm saplings were | 


planted around the tree and their tops 
grafted into its trunk. 


of “in-arching” or approach grafting, 
a seldom-used means of propagating 
difficult plants, and of true bridge graft- 
ing used by orchardists to restore con- 
nection between top and roots when 
young trees have been girdled by ro- 
dents during the winter. In this latter 
case, young shoots of the affected tree 
are sharpened at both ends and inserted 
beneath the bark above and below the 
injured portion of the trunk. 
—MONTAGUE FREE 
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NEW WAY 10 KILL 
GRABGRASS 


this spring use CRAG HERBICIDE-1 


Trade-Mark 


TO KILL GRABGRASS SEEDS as they sprout 


healthy top by the lesion caused by the | 


Crabgrass is an annual weed, 
germinating from seeds left 
from last year’s plants. 


Crac Herbicide-1 kills crabgrass 
seeds before this pest gets a 
chance to grow and ruin the 
appearance of your lawn. 


It will not discolor your lawn, 


It's easy to use—just spray 
or sprinkle it on your lawn in 
spring and summer. 


eeeeeseeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeee 
eeceeeeseseeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


KEEP CRABGRASS OUT OF YOUR LAWN THIS YEAR. 
GET A PACKAGE OF CRAG HERBICIDE-1 TODAY. 
———> 





“KILL CRAG Agricultural Chemicals 
CRABGRASS SEEDS CARBIDE AND CARBON CHEMICALS COMPANY 


| AS THEY SPROUT” 30-20 Thomson Avenue 


These methods are a combination | Fill IN COUPON Long Island City, New York 


OR WRITE TO 


“Please send me the free folder “Kill Crabgrass Seeds As 
They Sprout” 


Name 








Address 














NO MATTER 


WHAT YOU citar 
Give It The Magic [sft 

















Terra- Lite 


VERMICULITE SOIL CONDITIONER 
Terra-Lite is easy to use! You simply mix a 
little of it with your soil as you plant. Then 
it begins its garden miracle. Heavy, clay soil 
becomes aerated, loose—permits roots to 
stretch without stifling, seedlings to emerge 
easily. Helps sandy soil hold moisture. Re- 
leases air and water as plants need them. No 
matter what you plant, everything grows big- 
ger, better, faster with less watering, less care! 


Terra-Lite Div. Zonolite Company, Dept. FG-45 

135 S. LaSalle St., Chicago 3, Ill. 

Please rush me FREE booklet, “Amazing 
Garden Results,” which gives helpful hints 
on how to have better flowers, lawns, shrubs, 
vegetables, etc. 
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Oscillating 
Type 
Sprinkler 


The jet controlled spray 
gives finest lawn irriga- 
tion, Always ask for 
Avon — the sprinkler 
that keeps lawns greener, 
longer. Built to last... 


year after year, 





AVON MANUFACTURING CO. 


WORCESTER 4, MASSACHUSETTS 








=aae= SEND COUPON TODAY sanwas 








| Western Natives 


_ for Slope Planting 


by EMILY BROWN 


ARDENERS WILL GIVE YOU a num- 

ber of reasons for growing na- 

tive plants in captivity. Some- 
times they are put forth as alibis by 
those who are interested simply in 
natives for native’s sake. Perhaps the 
greater proportion of this group of 
gardeners are merely following an inner 
urge for the “wild”. or the “simple” 
rather than the tamed or improved. 


THIS LARGE BEARBERRY is thriving 


in spite of its sunny, dry _ location. 


CEANOTHUS species include upright and 
spreading forms. C. horizontalis is shown. 


But for the person who travels or 
even for the one who gets about only 

little in his own state, one reason is 
definitely valid: that is the pleasure of 
recognition. 

If one has grown Arctostaphylos 
(uva-ursi) in a California garden, one 
can talk intimately to a friend in 
Seattle about the plant Northwesterners 
call kinnikinic, can feel quick pleasure 
MASON WEYMOUTH 


PHOTOGRAPHS FOR FLOWER GROWER BY 


RED BEARBERRY, Arctostaphylos uva- 
ursi, is equally at home in sun or shade. 


TWO MANZANITAS, Arctostaphylos 
franciscana, A. Hookeri, thrive in drought. 


FLOWER GROWER 





at finding on Canadian Rocky Moun- 
tain paths a large quantity of a ground 
cover well known among the many 
unfamiliar kinds there, or revisit with 
bearberry in the mountains of Maine. 

Even a field of lupine seen from an | 
airplane looks more like lupine if one 
has grown the plant. Automobiles go 
too fast, and too few companions want 
to stop for much enjoyment of plants 
that grow by the highways, but if one 
has collected buckwheats, one can guess | 
the genus of an unknown species even 
at sixty miles per hour. And for 

For a better view of Sierran wild SRL, @ 
flowers I recommend the Overland 
Limited. In these days of speed the 
Southern Pacific must still go very 
slowly up the steep grade where the 
track was laid long enough ago so that 
now the native plants have almost 
covered the cuts. Still one cannot stop 
the train, and those not grown at home 
or seen often before must go unrecog- | 
nized. 

If the pleasure of recognition of 
plants in the wilds is the best and under- | 
lying reason for growing natives, there | 
is certainly another: the fact that the 
habits of growth and the natural spread | 
and quality of permanence make cer- 
tain Western natives excellent for the 
garden 

Among these natives are several that 
are especially good for slope planting. 
Selecting attractive material for the 
treatment of banks is the concern of 


Makes your lawn SPARKLE 


Lawns fed with Se@% TURF BUILDER® get a 
well-balanced meal, providing quick energy, 
plus lasting beauty growth which the whole 
family will enjoy all summer. TURF BUILDER is 
clean, granular, easy to apply, has no offensive 
odor, costs less than a dime per 100 sq ft. 
Comes in handy units up to 501b 

bags which feed 5,000 sq ft. 


Scotts 
TURE 
BUILDER 


reseeding, it’s thrifty to buy 

LAWN SEED, the aill- 
perennial blend that produces deluxe 
lawns. Get it in the orange and green 
grass design packages. Better get 
a handy Scotts spreader, too! 


Get ScRM Lawn Care Aides 


at your neighborhood dealer. 


For your lawn’s sake, read LAWN CARE @®. It’s the guide to greater lawn beauty. For a free 
2-year subscription, just drop a card toO M Schl & SONS CO, 32 Spring St, Marysville, Ohio. 





many gardeners and particularly those 
who want to acquire a ground cover 
which, when once established, will 
thrive with a minimum of maintenance. 

What are the rules for succeeding 
with natives? Here are six good tips 
to remember: 1. Buy young, healthy 
plants. 2. Plant in the fall so that the 








rainy months will supply natural mois- 
ture. 3. Set plants high (not in a basin) 
and provide good drainage. 4. Water | 


often enough to keep the ground moist | 


through the critical summer and fall | 
of the first year. 5. Help the plants 
along with routine pruning, feeding 
and spraying as needed. 6. Avoid spad- 
ing too close to the roots; it’s far better 
to mulch until the planting covers the 
slope. 

Let’s discuss natives for slope plant- | 
ing in categories of small, medium and | 
large growers. Then, they fit into four | 
divisions as to tolerance: 1. moisture 
and shade; 2. moisture and sun; 3. 
drought and shade; and 4. drought 
and sun. I have chosen to classify these 
plants according to tolerance because 
so many will grow suitably in more 
than one kind of exposure and under 
one kind of condition. I will suggest 
one or two for each category,. obviously 








the favorites of those I have grown. 

Small growers. Vancouveria hexandra | 
or V. parviflora. A carpeting ever- | 
green trailer from the redwood forests. | 
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a stern’s “All American” 


EVERBLOOMING 


RED 


WEIGELA VANICEKI 


Here's a terrific, new, hardy “ee 
we predict will become one 
America’s favorites. Called AN 
American” because it thrives in any 
section of the country, East, West, 
North or South, in any soil. Be the 
first in your neighborhood to thrill 
to the sight of this great new shrub 
in full bloom! 


Guaranteed to Bloom This Spring, 
Summer and Fall! 


In May and June the brilliant trumpet 
shaped ruby-red flowers literally 
cover the bush from top to bottom 
with hundreds of blossomsel to 11% 
inches across. After this mass dis- 
play there is scarcely a moment until 
freezing weather that there are not 
some blossoms. 


Extremely Hardy — 
Grows In Any Soil 


Now, an extra winter- hardy variety 
of Weigela! These beautiful shrubs 
have stood temperatures as low as 
20° below zero without —— Grows 
in all types of soil in full sun or 
semi-shade, making a full well- 
formed bush, 5-6 ft, tall. 


SELECTION 


EVERY PLANT ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEED to live and 


thrill you when in bloom this June or your money back. 
EXTREMELY LIMITED SUPPLY 
Order Now For Spring Planting 
Strong, Vigorous Shrubs—3 to 4 feet 
2 For 


Each 4 For 


$3.00 $5.00 $9.00 


Postpaid Postpaid Postpaid 


STERN’S NURSERIES « 


Dept. G, Geneva, N. Y. $ 








Enclosed is 











| want blooms beginning this June or my money back. 

Check Amount Cat. No. 4205G 
Each 
$3.00 
2 For 
$5.00 
4 For 
$9.00 


Postpaid POUR cacditentittinnnininn RS 


Name 


Address 
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PROTECTO 


THE PERFECT 
BUCKWHEAT HULL 
GARDEN MULCH 


Reduce Garden Toil 


Eliminate back-breaking cultivating and 
weeding. PROTECTO, the perfect Buckwheat 
Hull Mulch discourages weeds, keeps moisture 
in the ground, lowers soil temperature and 
improves the appearance of your flower beds, 
rock gardens and vegetable areas. Econom- 
ical and easy to use. 50 pounds covers an 
area approximately sixty-five square feet, 
to a depth of one inch. Mail your order 
today for this perfect garden mulch. 


McKENZIE MILLING COMPANY 
QUINCY, MICHIGAN FG-4 


Ship me the following F. O. B. Quincy. My 
check is enclosed. (No C. O. D. Please). 


200 Ibs. $5.00 ___ 
500 Ibs. $11.00 


1000 Ibs. $20.00 
_—___.2000 Ibs. $35.00 


Name 





Address. 





City 
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SPARTAN 
25 gal. 


there’s a 


John BEAN 


SPRAYER 


just right for 





your needs 








See those easy-to-use 

power sprayers, the Spartan 

and Spray-Pal . . . that efficient 
John Bean knapsack sprayer .. . 
and all the many compression 
and hand-type sprayers 

and dusters that make @ 

up John Bean's complete 
line... 


See them all in the 
NEW 1955 CATALOG of 
John Bean Garden Sprayers. 
Write for it today! ) 
Me, 


John BEAN 


Div. of Food Machinery and Chemical Corp 
LANSING 4, MICHIGAN 








“AFRICAN 
VIOLETS 


FROM FISCHER’S 


At last we have ready the first plants of our two “Pink 
Twins,” exciting additions to the famous Fischer originals. 


LYON’S PINK CLOUDS -— Profuse bouquets of richly- 
colored double pink blossoms on tall and upright stems. 
This is a plant of almost perfect form, color and composi- 


tion. Certainly 


“The Plant of °55.” 


only $2.50 


FISCHER’S PINK FRINGETTE — beautiful deep pink 


fringed flowers on wavy dark green foliage . . 


. an excep- 


tionally lovely variety and splendid addition to our family 


of “Fringettes.” 





Choice varieties for Beginners 


only $2.50 





Blue Belle—single blue. 
Snow Prince—good white 1.25 ited 

Sithouette—ruffied hybrid $1.50 : 
Db. Fringette—double blue .$1.50 


All four only 


$1.00 First year supply is lim- 
- order NOW to be 
stre of receiving these 


outstanding new plants! 





$5.00 








OUR BEAUTIFUL ‘55 catalogue 
is ready. Many new varieties in 
full color — write for your FREE 
copy today. 








SAFE ARRIVAL GUARANTEED 


Orders $6 or more post- 
paid .. . under, add 25¢ 
per plant mailing . . . no 
c.0.D. 


fischer greenhouses 


LINWOOD, NEW JERSEY 








The leaf is about 1 inch across, heart- 
shaped, deep green when mature, apple 
green when young, very shiny, of a 
leathery texture and closely set on wiry 
stems which hug the ground. The 
flower spray is composed of tiny white 
or lilac flowers and often grows to 2 
feet in spring. They are of unusual 
form; hence the name, “inside-out- 
flower.” As the width of the plant sel- 
dom exceeds 10 inches when grown in 
the garden, this plant is good for a 
small area. Availability limited. 

Asarum Hartwegi and A. caudatum. 
Wild Ginger. A herbaceous spreader 
from the damp, dark woods of Cali- 
fornia and Oregon. Ginger will thrive 
only in soil in which leafmold predomi- 
nates. The leaf is 4 inches across, 
heart-shaped, rubbery and has _inter- 
esting veined markings, sometimes 
mottled. The hairy leaf stalks are 
strong and upright, growing to 6 inches. 
The purplish-brown flower is unusual 
but it’s not noticeable because it is 
short stemmed and almost hidden by 
leaves. 

In an old California garden, that of 
Mrs. Duncan McDuffie of Berkeley, 
ginger has been used as the finish of an 
azalea-planted slope above a rock wall 
100 feet or more long. The Western 
wild ginger is handsomer than the wild 
ginger of the East. It is available in 
small quantities at specialist’s nurseries. 
Medium growers: Gaultheria Shallon. 
Salal. An evergreen subshrub with 
creeping rootstocks. Salal is a promi- 
nent part of the undergrowth of the 
Pacific Northwest, varying considera- 
bly in size (from 1 to 3 feet) and tex- 
ture according to its situation. For in- 
stance, the low, tough ground cover 
of dry California spreads slowly in 
competition with other plants and little 
resembles the long branches covered 
with good-sized, bright green foliage 
that is sold by florists as “lemon leaves.” 
The species name, Shallon, ts of Indian 
derivation. 

Salal was first collected by the Lewis 
and Clark expedition after Lewis was 
revived by an Indian sauce prepared 
from the black aromatic berries. The 
leaves are Oval, pointed at the tip, finely 
toothed, very leathery, dark olive green 
and rather glossy. The stems are stiffly 
bending; those which bear the flowers 
are often bright red with reddish bracts. 
In spring and summer pink and white 
waxy flowers hang gracefully from the 
colorful stems. Salal is a sturdy plant, 
gradually spreading and appearing 
richer when given shade and water. 
Available at many nurseries. 

A smaller more contained creeper, 
Gaultheria ovatifolia, is called Western 
wintergreen. Tall growers: Vaccinium 
ovatum. California blueberry—an up- 
right shrub, taller than salal, growing 
usually 4 to 8 feet. It’s a native of the 
hills near the Pacific coast, especially 
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the redwood region. The flowers are 
similar to those of salal but they grow 
in short clusters from the leaf stems. 
The glossy, leathery, neatly arranged 
evergreen foliage is used often in dec- 
oration. Since this shrub is not wide- 
spreading nor fast-growing, it should be 
planted in groups on a shady bank, 2 
to 3 feet apart. The purple berries are 
said to make excellent preserves and are 
available at many nurseries. 

Ribes_ viburnifolium. A_ spreading 
evergreen shrub from the shaded foot- 
hills of the West, a currant which looks 
little like a currant. The leaves are 
neither crinkly nor ruffled but smooth 
and leathery. They are oval and about 
2 inches long. The stems, which are 
stiff, straight and branching, have the 
same reddish tone as the clusters of 
tiny, rose-colored flowers which are} 
produced many months of the year. | 

The evergreen currant grows wide | 
rather than tall and its spread may be 
increased by removing the vertical 
branches and leaving the horizontal 
ones. In time the plant will spread to 
6 feet; other plants may be obtained 
from the lowest stems which have | 
layered. In the shade the leaves will | 
be softer and greener; with some sun | 
there will be more flowers; with water | 
the plant will grow faster and more | 
luxuriantly; on a bank the habit will 
be more trailing. On a slope planted 
with trees and shrubs evergreen currant | 
makes a fine solid ground cover. The 
specialist nurseries carry this currant. | 

Cornus stolonifera is a still larger 
subject for a bank with moisture. In 
early spring along the banks of streams 
in the Sierras you can see the bare 
red stems of this plant. 





Moisture and Sun Preferred 


Small growers: Penstemon_ hetero-| 
phyllus. Blue bedder. A selected form of 
a Western species is obtainable from 
the nurseries in flats. One should obtain 
healthy stock as penstemon will only | 
flourish if it begins as a fine specimen. | 
To increase your planting save seed | 
from the best specimens and sow it in 
flats. 

Blue bedder should be grown in large 
masses so the blue flowers will appear 
as a sheet of color. The plants will 
bloom for many months in spring and 
summer. If the finished stems are cut 
off, the bloom period will be extended. 
The foliage is insignificant and the habit 
is somewhat trailing. 

A great many kinds of beard-tongue, 
blue-, purple-, yellow- and_scarlet- 
flowering, are native in the West. They 
are conspicuous in the Grand Canyon, 
Yosemite and throughout the Sierras. 





One form, with magenta flowers, is 
stunning when seen against the granite | 
ledges of the mountainside. 

Mimulus in variety. From the rather 


APRIL 1955 





ONLY patented AIRWRAP 


brings you a Speedy, soil-less method 
for multiplying large TREES, FLOWERS, 
PLANTS, SHRUBS & VINES 
from Stems & Branches! 


Yes, with amazing AIRWRAP you can 
easily multiply plants, trees, vines you 
have pons on your place by 10, 20, 50 
or more! No seeds! No soil! No backbreak- 
ing digging! All you do is “root” them 
from branches and stems with AIRWRAP .. . and plant them! 








Imagine! In 2 to 8 weeks or more you can have completely new flowers, plants, 
trees that formerly took years to grow to the same size. The green stripe on 
the Airwrap sheet is part of the secret. It contains soluble nutrients, stimu 
lants and protective elements to produce healthy plants with little attention. 
AIRWRAP sheets, simple, easy-to-follow directions and everything else you need 
are included in the big AIRWRAP Kit! You can use it indoors and out all 
year round, and you must be enthusiastic with results or get your money 
back! Stacks of scientific proof . . . over 200,000 satisfied users . . . world-wide 
publicity over past twelve months, including articles in Life, Better Homes and 
Gardens, Saturday Evening Post, American Home, Fortune, House & Garden 
and Newsweek. 


AIRWRAP IS MANUFACTURED ONLY BY 
AGRI-PLAST PRODUCTS COMPANY 
DRAWER 4440 SARASOTA, FLORIDA 

*AIRWRAP and the AIRWRAP 


ti T- air-layering method are fully 
5 j, - R\ protected by U. S. Patent No. 
(i . 2,572,473—other patents pending 
por ro as Warehoused and Distributed in 
PLANT the Mid-West by 
REPRODUCTION International Commodities, Inc. 


AGRICULTURAL PLASTICS Minneapolis, Minn. 


Dealer & jobber inquiries invited 





I AGRI-PLAST PRODUCTS COMPANY 
Drawer 4440, Sarasota, Florida 
TEST AIRWRAP 1 Please send me one AIRWRAP Kit at $1.95 plus 30 cents postage. If not 
WITHOUT i completely satisfied, I may return the Kit to you for a refund in full 
RISKING A PENNY! [j I enclose cash, check or money order for $2.25 


Send for complete AIRWRAP 

Kit containing everything you'll Name 
need — with complete easy-to- 

follow instructions! Only $1.95 i Address 
(plus postage) cash or money 

order. You must be 100% satis- I Ci 

fied or money refunded in full! uy 


Lj I enclose $4.25 for 2 Kits, a saving of 25¢ 





(STREET AND NO.) 
Zone State 
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ALL-STEEL LIFETIME 


Trellises... 


ALL STEEL lifetime trellises are made from 16-gauge 
channel steel coated with heavy outside high gloss white 
lacquer. Both types shipped knocked down. Can be 
easily assembled in a few minutes. Fan type has uprights 
welded to heavy steel plates which drive in ground. Up- 
right is 24 inches wide and 7 feet high. Fan has 54 inch 
spread and is 7 feet high. Shipping charges prepaid. 
Upright $5.25 each; fan $6.00 each. Cash or C.O.D. 
In Ohio add 3% 


STANWADE METAL PRODUCTS 


Attn. S. L. WOOFTER BOX 23-F HARTFORD, OHIO 
seceemnnentantteiailinenanmeememmaeniitiiimminnmataemrmnta 
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P. J. McKENNA Offers Lecture 


Courses, Demonstrations in 


% Landscaping 

% Practical Horticulture 

*% Horticultural Judging 

For Information Write 

P. J. McKENNA 
Staff Horticulturist 

Flower Grower Magazine 
2251 Quimby Ave. 
New York 72, N. Y. 


A WONDERFUL NEW 
TOOL FOR THE CARE 
OF LAWN AND GARDEN 


The SOAK-0-HO 





THE ONE HOME AND GARDEN 
TOOL THAT DOES 8 JOBS 


The Soak-O-Ho is really a scuffle hoe 
fitted with a %” aluminum tubular 
handle and shut-off valve to connect 
to your garden hose permitting the 
passage of water to the hoe plate. 
The plate is fitted with a brass spray 
nozzle and a steel deflector cup mak- 
ing the SOAK-O-HO a home and 
garden tool with 8 uses. 


1. IT SOAKS—wa 
ter flows through 
handle onto hoe 
plate into the 
round. 

. CULTIVATES - 
een edged steel 
blade cuts weeds— 
no damage to sur- 
face roots. 

3. WEEDS — yield 
easily to steel 
blade or may be 
pulled by V slot. 
4. SPRINKLES—pull 
rod to right angle 
position, turn de- 
flector cup aside. 


5. LAWN SHOWER 
—hang SOAK-O-HO 
on hook on tree or 
post — the children 
will enjoy shower. 
6. RAKE attach- 
ment makes a nar- 
row rake for close 
corners. 

7. BRUSH attach- 
ment fits same as 
rake . . . wonder- 
ful sweeping tool. 
8. SCRUBS — With 
brush in place, 
turn on water. Fine 
for scrubbing ter- 
races. 


Complete as shown 


$395 


with cut-off valve—de- 
livered. Rake attach- 


ment 60¢ each. Brush 

attachment 60¢ each. 

MONEY REFUNDED IF NOT 
SATISFIED AFTER TEN DAYS TRIAL 


HOKE TOOL WORKS 
Hoke Oil and Fertilizer Co. 
Dept. FG-455 Raeford, North Carolina 
Send one SOAK-O-HO complete with cut-off 


valve delivered @ $8.95 
.60 <nianalibamsmbaias 
.60 hon 


Rake attachment @ 


Brush attachment @ 


ee 


Enclosed find check...money order —— 


for 


Diteenmnmee 


It is my understanding that | may use the 
SOAK-O-HO for ten days and my money 
will be refunded if not satisfied. 


Name___ 





Address. 





Town. 
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coarse monkey-flower, plant breeders 
have produced varieties with nice green 
foliage and lovely-colored flowers, in- 
cluding yellow, cream, buff, apricot and 
red. When familiar with the characteris- 
tics of the genus it is easy to recognize 
the many wild species of mountain, 
desert and field. For slope planting one 
should select a form with stems more 
slanting than upright. Medium growers: 
Eriogonum in variety. The buckwheats 
are beautiful when grown in large 
groupings of many kinds; a collection 
of all the grey ones is especially pleas- 
ing. Though they will stand extreme 
drought, buckwheat will stand regular 
garden watering and will grow more 
lush, full and heavy-flowering. Erio- 
gonum aborescens grows to about 3 feet, 
and is thickly branched, wide, rounded 
and shrubby. The grey leaves are finely 
cut and the stems are brittle. The flower 
stems are just long enough to project 
above the foliage. The heads of tiny, 
dryish flowers are first apple green, 
then pink, then rose, then deep rich 
brown. If, after fifteen years or so, 
the plant gets too woody, replace it 
with seedlings you have collected from 
around the old plant. 

Eriogonum giganteum. St. Catherine’s 
lace is a handsome species coming from 
the islands of Southern California. The 
flower clusters, on long, stiff, curving 
stems, are excellent for decoration. 
Pick the flowers when they are the 
desired tone and hang them upside 
down to dry. Use them for decorating 
until they gather too much dust to be 
attractive. The grey leaves are up to 
2 inches long, and the stems are brittle 
and woody. The shrub is less upright 
when planted on a bank. Availability is 
increasing. Tall growers: Physocarpus 
malvaceus. Ninebark grows in rich 
soil on western mountainsides of the 
Northwest, Utah and Arizona. It grows 
to 6 feet in the wilds; when grown on 
a bank in the garden, it may be pruned 
to encourage horizontal growth. The 
plant layers easily. This shrub is most 
handsome in the spring when the new 
leaves are fresh and bright, light green. 
The foliage grows close to the thick, 
stiff, woody stems. Hawthornlike, 3-inch 
clusters of cream white, sweet-smelling 
flowers grow from the leaf axils. The 
long stamens make the flowers feathery. 
As the flowers age they turn a dusty 
deep rose. Only a few nurserymen 
carry ninebark. 

Rhus ovata is another good Western 
native for bank planting. 


Drought and Shade Preferred 


Small growers: Arctostaphylos. Red 
bearberry. This manzanita is a woody, 
evergreen trailer that can be found in 
any of the mountains of North America, 
in the hilly open woods of the North- 
west or on sand dunes along the 
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CEM ENGINEERING 
and MANUFACTURING CO. 


ALLIANCE, OHIO 


Frente ix lhe Lawn Tool Spadesolay” 








Mention FLOWER GROWER 


when ordering from our pages 


GOOD LAWNS 
THE EASY WAY 


WITH THE 
NEWLY DESIGNED 


MASTERS 


Home Lawn Distributor 
4 Models—Finished in 
Beautiful Flamingo Red and 
Sungate Ivory. 

Only Masters has the exclu- 
sive “Fertilizer Miser” fin- 
ger-tip-control which assures 
accurate distribution of ex- 

pensive seed and ferti- 
lizer. Four models 
16” to 24” spread 
— all steel 
construct - 
ed with 
strong rub- 
ber tired 
wheels. At 
hardware, 
depart- 
ment, and 
seed stores. 


GUARANTEE 
oftered on Masters 
Original Handi-Cart 

andi-Carts—finest 

. New colors, new 

built-in-abusabili- 

ty unconditionally guaran- 

teed. See them at your 
dealer’s today. 

Write Dept. F -4 for FREE Literature 


MASTERS PLANTER COMPANY 
BENTON HARBOR, MICHIGAN 


1-YEAR 
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northern part of the West Coast. It 
is rated “small” because it is low 
growing, even though older plants such 
as the fifteen-year-old one I have grow- 
ing in my garden may have stems 6 
feet long. Inclusion of red bearberry 
in this drought and shade category is 


more or less arbitrary as I have seen it | 


growing under all conditions. How- 


ever, if the plant is situated on a bank | 


in the full sun, it will look better if 
given water twice a month. 
The small oval, very glossy leaves, 


which are arranged on reddish branch- | 
ing stems, are dark green in shade and | 


light green when new. Some turn rus- 
set and red when the weather turns 
colder in the fall. This trailer blooms 
profusely in the spring and summer but 
intermittently throughout the year, so 
that often there will be blossoms to- 
gether with the green, pinkish to red 
berries. The flower is shaped like a 
closed bell and varies from white to 
deep pink. 

Bearberry will make a full and 
iourishing bank cover of great per- 
manence, but you must wait for four 
years for the cover to become estab- 
lished and close ranks. Bearberry should 
be planted in the ordinary clay that is 


commonly found in the West away | 


from the coast. Nothing need be added 
to the soil before planting. Bearberry 
looks better in old age if it is given 
a yearly spraying for thrips or scale 


and an occasional trimming to remove | 


poor branches. There are wide varia- 
tions within the species. 


The Saratoga Horticulture Founda- | 
tion has propagated for the market two | 


forms which are superior; one with 
larger, better leaves and one with big- 
ger, redder berries. The Indians, who 
used the berries medicinally and in 
the curing of skins, gave this man- 
zanita its other common name, kinni- 
kinic. As it will grow from sea level 
to ten thousand feet, the trade is at 
present having a hard time keeping 
up with the demand. 

Medium growers: Ceanothus glori- 
osus. A native of Western coastal hill- 
sides. Others of the trailing mountain 
lilacs are drought and shade tolerant 
but this one is chosen for its habit of 
cascading when _ situated on a _ steep 
slope. One plant can cover a space 
10 feet wide by 15 feet long. The leaf 
is toothed and shiny, and the lavender 
flowers are formed in numerous tight, 
rounded clusters in early spring. Avail- 
ability is limited. 

Tall growers: Ceanothus griseus 
horizontalis. This is a large shrub 
varying considerably in the species, 
some forms more upright than others 
but all branching at angles not erect. 
Its spread exceeds 12 feet. It reacts 
very well to pruning. In  Cali- 
fornia bloom is scattered throughout 


the year as well as in the spring. The | 


APRIL 1955 




















You'll like Acme All Round 


PUMP GUN 


SPRAY...BOMB...DUST 
now in 3 handy forms for any size garden 


These safe, sure Acme Quality products are the result of 30 years of 
experience in the formulation of quality insecticides. They will 
effectively control a wide variety of insect pests, blights and fungi, 
such as common chewing insects, worms, aphids, thrips, leaf spot, 
etc. Now available in three handy forms—spray, dust or bomb—to 
fill your need, whether you garden an acre plot or a window box. 
Popular with gardeners everywhere. 





S32 8 “1 like Acme All Round Spray because 
it’s easy to mix, and it gives me moxi- 
4 mum protection economically.” 

















“I like Acme All Round Dust in the 
handy, ready-to-use pump gun. It's 
quick, and | don't have to invest in 
any spray equipment.” 


“I like the Acme All Round Bomb. It's 
clean to use indoors or out. | keep my 
few rose bushes and indoor plants bug- 
free with a minimum of effort.” 








INSECTICIDE DIVISION 
ACME QUALITY PAINTS, INC. 
DETROIT 11, MICHIGAN 


ACME inveies netmess 


AMERICAS BEST SELLING /NSECTIC/DES 

















flowers are a deeper bluish lavender 
ioe when the plant is grown in part shade. 

FREE Diamond Jutilee The leaves are shiny, oval, somewhat 
toothed and crinkled. As ceanothus is 

CATALOG World Famous Glads long-lived and adaptable to garden con- 


This year we are celebrating our 75th An- ditions, it may be planted in a mixed 
niversary with a handsome new catalog shrub border as well as by itself. Avail- 
that lists our special Diamond Jubilee . “< 

Gladiolus Collections. There are selections able at many nurseries. 

of outstanding quality—every bulb capable 

of producing extra large, exhibition quality 


blooms. There are hundreds of old and oes Drought and Sun Preferred 





new varieties listed separately. Other flow- 
ers, too. 


Send Post Card today for your FREE OP ee Small growers: Zauschneria califor- 
Sone SEERES CATALSS te, nica. Hummingbird trumpet or Cali- 
KUNDERD GLADIOLUS FARMS fornia fuchsia. This*grey herbaceous 
Goshen 22, Indiana spreader, native to the dry hillsides of 

‘as the West, multiplies by underground 

stems. The stems may be cut to the 


NOW! KILL WEED WITH A TOUCH | {ee =| ground in the winter, and in the spring 
s * they new shoots will make a lovely, silvery 


It’s TOUCH and GO for dandelion plantain, thistle and 90 similar H “3 | cover about a foot high. In the fall 
garden pests when you use amazing WEED WAND. They shrivel and ti ¥ the grey is studded by rosy-orange 
die. No stooping, digging or pulling. WEED WAND capillary appli- af flowers. Another trailer with grey 
cator (no moving parts to stick or corrode) releases a small Hy) q | foliage is Zauschneria latifolia. It grows 
amount of science’s amazing weed eradicator 2,4-D when ap- : Weste nies i alti i g 
plied to weed. No spraying or damage to grass or surround- Th in estern mountains at altitudes of 
ing plants. Kills only weeds that are touched. Chemical is | 4000 to 9300 feet. It may be difficult 
harmless to people and pets. Economical. 2¢ filling will . to find at the nursery. 
kill up to 1000 weeds. Sensational Medium growers: Eriogonums. Many 
Weed Wand New “SPOT” species, some with green foliage, some 

. WEED with grey; trailing, climbing or shrubby. 
Dow 2, 4-D Weed Killer, 36 Refills.... 1.00 KILLER There are many possibilities in this 

please y 
group. 

Both for Arctostaphylos franciscana. A lovely 


, #} | shrubby manzanita that was first found 

ey corre iile, ae y.1a2 Dept. 2A, 10342 Lanark | on the hillsides around San Francisco 
Detroit 24, Mich. Phone TUxedo 2-8013 IP : ; 

In Canada—cC. A. Cruickshank, Toronto 12 | Bay. The foliage is leathery and greyish 


= | green; the procumbent stems are shiny, 
smooth and mahogany-colored. The 


» Plant Oregon Trail E Plums flower is waxy, almost white and the 


Patent Applied For berry is about %4 of an inch across, 


The All-Purpose Tree for SHADE, FRUIT, FLOWERS | S™ooth and fleshy. The word. | “man- 


zanita” is from the Spanish word mean- 

c and BEAUTIFUL FOLIAGE (ideal for small gardens) ing “little apple.” whe fruits of the 

aa A new hybrid all-purpose tree for modern’ gardens, with masses of | manzanita are eaten by Indians, bears 

cy = exquisite blush-white scented flowers in early spring, followed by | and chipmunks and the pleasant acidity 

bright red leaves that turn glossy red-green and remain on the tree make them good for jelly if one is able 
until late fall. Bright cherry red fruits, delicious for table use, jams | _,, ast enous of Qetin ; 

and jellies. A graceful shade tree adding beauty to your garden. font SR gy Vee ee ivid 

‘ Large growers: Dendromecon rigida 

3-4 ft. size: 1 for $3.75, 2 for *6.90 . variety Hartfordi. The bush-poppy 

Well branched specimen trees: 5-6 ft.6.90 ea., 2 for $12.90 grows on dry sunny hillsides in middle 


Shipped prepaid : 
Send for Nursery Catalog 9 a altitudes. It may be seen on rough, 
Wustrated in Color prayed eeseon steep cuts along the highways and 
, is at its best near Santa Barbara, 


California. It grows 2 to 8 feet high. 
| The leaves are bluish green, stiff and 
y $ uscious Suit . | leathery. narrowly oval and pointed 
rom your OWN | a the tip. During all seasons of the 
W B | year clear golden yellow poppy-like 
9 ARF TR E ES in 2 YEARS: | blooms are produced all over the bush. 
ba —_— very ne space — maximum height in 15 years only | Quite a number of nurserymen carry 
Bro camplity sin Ac 09 emma | the dendromecon. 
THREE VARIETIES ON ONE TREE! Yellow Transparent, early; Ceanothus. So many kinds are suit- 
King, mid-season; Red Delicious, late. Well branched 3-year-old shite § Lecttioas hneile hick we 
ee: trees, pruned for planting $8.95 each, 2 for $15.95 | 20'€ for planting “a — "1 a 
} ceive > water that one Can Nhardly 
Pr DWARF BARTLETT PEARS, best for eating and canning, ripens in | “°'Y® little + eign Rate: Pope Demian tod 
September. Well branched 3-year-old trees, pruned for planting... go wrong Ww hether choosing a species 
$5.95, 2 for $9.95 or one of the several excellent modern 
SPECIAL: | dwarf apple (3 varieties), 1 dwarf Bartlett pear $13.95 hybrids now sold in the trade.¢ 
All trees shipped prepaid to any state. Order now—quantity limited. | 
Not available after May 15. 
Write for our complete color catalog of fruits, roses, ornamental trees and shrubs. Up mA A ho) My) yy, 
. . uN! ae ' wv 
4d 


CARLTON NURSERY COMPANY box 8-F Sp 
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GLADIOLUS 


RAINBOW MIXTURE 
LARGE BULBS—3"' AROUND 


Gorgeous colors, 60 vari- 
eties. Finest collection 
of guaranteed -to-bloom 
bulbs. Planting instruc- 
L.tions included. Order to- 
Sday while supply lasts 





if you are interested in 


GLADIOLUS 
embership in the North American Gladiolus 
Council is a ‘“‘must.’’ Cultural folder (in colo 
filled with the latest information on growing aad ti 
olus, and benefits of membership in the N. A. G. ¢ 
+ yours for the asking from 


NORTH AMERICAN 
GLADIOLUS COUNCIL 


Department X 
820 Ontario Street Havre de Grace, Md. 











GLADIOLUS—LILLIES 
BEGONIAS—DAHLIAS 


and many other varieties of bulbs and tubers. See them 
in color in our Spring Folder—Your copy Free. SPECIAL! 
Giant Dahlia collection 6 for $2.98. Beautiful new bright 
red hedging Dahlia 49¢ each. Lavender-Pink perennial 
Verbena 25¢ each, 5 for $I. 

Postpaid. No C. O. D.'s please 

KLINE TRAIL NURSERY 
R. |. Box 251 South Bend 14, Indiana 


SUPER - Co 


OUR NEW 1955 SPRING 
CATALOG IS NOW READY 


GLAMIOLUS, LILIES 
BEGON'AS, DAHLIAS, 


and Mony Other Varieties of 
BULBS. TUBERS, etc 
of de JAGER’S Renowned Superior 
Quality at M-derate Prices 
de JAGER Superb Quality Bulbs 
are known the world over for their 
high productivity and _ beautiful 
blooms. 
Bulbs sent Post Paid 
in the U. S. 
Send today for your 
FREE copy of de JAGER’S 
New 1955 Spring Catalog 


7 7 > 
Gg . de Jage: & Oons, Jne. 
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LANTING TIME for gladiolus corms 
is almost here in the North; in the 


New Varieties 
in Gladiolus 


South it has already begun. The 
difficult task now is deciding, from the 
many varieties listed in the catalogs, 
which gladiolus to plant in your garden. 

For sure success, choose varieties 
from the following list which have been 
tested and approved by the North 
American Gladiolus Council. 

These varieties, 
the United States and Canada, are care- 
fully tested and the best in this group 
are added to the list which now totals 
over 40. 

Added this past year were: 

BLUE RaptiANce (Clark-Tyn- 

dall)——Light blue with a deep 

purple line on a deeper blue 
throat. Floret 5 inches. 

Conrad (Tyndall)—Deep yel- 

low with a scarlet feather in the 

throat. Floret 5 inches. 

Rose Spire (Fischer)—Light 

rose with ivory throat. Floret 

4%4 inches. 

SAN ANTONIO (Father Stephen 

Majewski)—Medium red sport 

of BURMA with a harmonious 

rose throat. Floret 5 inches. 


In the previous year, 1953, 7 varieties 
were added. These were: 


QUEEN ANNE (Johnson )—Pure 
white with bright red blotch. 
Floret 5 inches. 

SEEDLING 5-49 (Luchentenberg ) 
— White with cream-lipped 
petals. Floret 5 inches. 

SUNNY Cup (Schaffer )—Bright 
buff with pale red _ blotch. 
Floret 5% inches. 

PINK DIAMOND (Fischer) — 
Ruffled lavender-pink with open 
cream throat. Floret 4%4 inches. 
GOLDEN Boy (Secrest)—Medi- 
um yellow self, 4% inches. 
RoYAL STEWART (Pommert)— 
Light red with deeper throat. 
Floret 5 inches. 

ArGosy (Armstrong) — Light 
red. Floret 4% inches. 


And in 1952, new varieties were: 
HARRISBERGER (Mikle) — Ruf- 
fled deep cherry-red self. Floret 
6 inches. 

TRAFALGAR (Klein) — Heavily 
ruffled reddish purple. Floret 
5 inches. 

Rosita (Woods)—Ruffled and 
waved, medium rose, darker 
rose blotch. 5% inches. 


from hybridizers in 


SOMETHING NEW 


Chudiolus 


A Green One 


The First Large Green 
Glad Ever Introduced 


Joi 


This is real green and not a freak or 
just a novelty but a fine beautiful 
variety that will make a great com- 
mercial. 


EACH 
s D Large bulbs are all 


but small ones will bloom. 


KING SIZE. One of the tallest and largest 
varieties grown. On the show bench it can 
beat anything else in its class. Grows 6 ft. 
or more tall and with 10 or more huge pink 
blooms open. 

HARRISBURGER. The best red of recent 
years. Exquisite color, huge blooms. Has 
been acclaimed by everyone as very out- 
standing. 

PAISLEY. A new kind of lavender that ap- 
peals to everyone, the ladies especially. 
Shown in color in my catalog. 

STARFIRE. Tall salmon with large red blotch 
on cream ground—extremely showy. Paisley 
and Starfire were two of my most popular 
varieties of last year’s introductions. 
PROSPECTOR. Most beautiful ruffled yellow 
with amber lip. 


s EACH 


except Erin which is $2. 


= 


vrprrrrrrrrrrrrrry — 


gone 


» 


1 bulb each of the above 6 varieties 
$7 value for $5 net prepaid to you. 

Better send in your order today. This 
offer is not in my catalog. 

We have all types from the smallest 

miniatures to the giants with 7-8 inch 
blooms. 
If you are not interested in names, I 
recommend our Star Collection #1 of 
100 large bulbs in 40 kinds not labelled 
for $6 prepaid anywhere. Can ship at 
once for planting in the sov.h or Cali- 
fornia. 

We have a nice lot o. the 
ingly popular miniatures 
varieties this year. 

We search the 
gladiolus varieties. 

Have a garden of glads this year. 


A NEW STRAWBERRY 


Si ra Mord 


The only heavy yielding late variety | know 
of. Wonderful quality, superb plants guar- 
anteed to reach you in perfect condition. 
15-99 plants 15¢ each. 100 and up 10¢ 
each. All prepaid to you. 


increas- 
with 7 new 


world for the best 


vprerrrrrrrrrererrrrrrrrrrrrerrrrrrs 


Send 10 cents today for our big, beautiful 
catalog. 


CHAMPLAIN 
VIEW GARDENS 


Eimer Gove 
Box 45 Burlington, Vermont 
RAARBERAKRARPRMAAREERARABRB ED 


61 





ost Useful 
ard and Garden 
00! You Can Buy! 











REELED 


New “Handyman” 


IT's: A 


BARROW ROLLER 


The New Handyman is not only 
the most useful and versatile tool 
you can have for your yard or 
garden... it’s the best buy you 
can find. Light, sturdy, quality- 
built, low-priced . . . chases those 
““backache’’ blues! See . . . and 
buy New Handyman for your 
yard today. 


Uf your local dealer does not yet stock ‘‘Handyman,” 
you may order direct. Please add $1.00 to cover ban- 
dling and insurance. Your “‘Handyman”’ will be 
shipped to you promptly, freight prepaid. 


CLIP AND MAIL TODAY! 


wwvwuvuvuvage 


U. S$. PRODUCTS, INC. 

Columbus, Ind. 

Ship my New "Handyman" today! 
(] Check Enclosed 


[] Send New Catalog on Model HB-R 
“Handyman"! 


Name___ 





Street 





City___ Zone Siate__. | 


U. $. PRODUCTS, INC., COLUMBUS, IND. 
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Strawberries 
in a pyramid 


XN 





GROWING STRAWBERRIES, particu- | 
larly everbearing varieties, in pyramids 
is a recent wrinkle which has proved 
successful. Photographer Jack Roche 
took the above in early spring. Plants 
protected by Hotkaps when first set out 
will develop much faster. 


ROCHE 


THIS IS THE CROP picked later from 
spring-set plants shown in the first photo- 
graph. There are now several good ever- 
bearing strawberry varieties. (See page 
48.) Planting strawberries in pyramids 
is not difficult. Watch water supply. Be 
sure that you select a sunny location. 
Use a pyramid as an extension of a 
flower border or make it a part of your 
vegetable garden where it will look more 
at home than if you just “drop” it in the 
middle of a lawn. 


GARDEN MARKER 
ae DOUBLE 
NEW 21” TALL GALVANIZED 


with White Zinc Name Plates STANDARD 


KNOW your FLOWERS. Mark with a pencil. 
Names stay on. Enjoy your garden more. 


9 DIFFERENT STYLES 


Prepaid: Add 10% west of the Rocky Mts. 
A—i12 INCH HAIR PIN TYPE 
3-inch lock-rim Name Plate which can be re- 
placed in a jiffy. Look neat in the garden, nice 
for Iris and Roses. 
20 for $1.00; 100 for $3.80 
Extra lock-rim name plates 12¢ each 


WHITE Wrap 
ZINC Around 
trees, shrubs and plants. 
Pencil marks stay through rain and snow. 


100 for $1.00; 500 for $4.00 


BE ge MARKER 

inch steel wire standards and_ shielded 
wv HITE-ZINC NAME PLATE which may be 
marked on both sides. You will like this im- 
proved marker. 


B—7 INCH LABELS 


Permanently mark 


18 for $1.00; 100 for $4.00 
Extra Zinc Plates Without Wire—100 for $1.25 


D—11” SWINGING ‘fees. 

1” x 244” Zinc Name Tab secured to 9 inch 
STEEL Standard, adjustable, nice for tulips. 
5 for $1.00; 100 for $2.80 
Special Weatherproof Pencil 10¢ 


E—111.” OK ROSE MARKER 

Name plate has wide flanges with four accu- 
rately spaced holes thru which stiff STEEL 
ienudnedl freely slide up over the tilt into se- 
cure position. A new plate can be put on 
easily. The price is a little higher for this 
better marker but worth it. 


15 for $1.00; 100 for $5.00 


F—21i”" DISPLAY MARKER 
Same as OK rose marker but almost 
as tall. Used in parks, florist’s fields 
gardens where visitors are welcome. 
12 for $1; 100 for $7.50 
Replacement plates for E or F $2.50 


twice 
and 


for home garden 
easy to read 
For Tulips, Glads, Iris, Day 
showing well above foliage, 
no samples. 


Prepaid: 25 for $1.50; 100 for $5.50 

Extra Name Piates—100 for $2.25 
H—8”" HANDY POT MARKER 
For greenhouse or home use. 

Prepaid: 30 for $1.00; 100 for $2.50 

Extra name plates not available 

j—4” VIOLET LABEL 
Made for African Violets and other small 
house plants. Useful to the hybridizers for 
——- ae, Pointed WHITE ZINC strip 
7/16x4 100, 80¢ 1000, $5 


TRIAL KIT To acquaint new customers 


with our markers and _ me pr prepay Three 
each of A, C, D, E, H, J, and together 
with a weatherproof peaclt all = $1.00. 


EVERLASTING LABEL CO. 


Box 93, Paw Paw, Mich. 


G—20” TALL 


Single Wire Staff. 
Lilies, Tea Roses, 
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Frances Mueller says: 


I raise food 
with my flowers 


CASUAL VISITOR strolling through 
my yard may notice only well- 


kept lawn and lots of flowers. 


An experienced gardener’s eye will spot | 


a row of fern-like foliage just back 
of a border of dwarf marigolds. Looks 


like carrots, they'll think; and be | 


right. Down the perennial row they’ll 
notice a plant with huge tropical- 
looking leaves resembling those of rhu- 
barb. And they are rhubarb leaves! 
As they stroll in the direction of 
my small seven-bush rose garden 
no second glance will be _ neces- 
sary to identify the border around it 
as strawberry plants, especially during 
the summer months when bright red 
spots are peeking out here and there 
through the luxuriant foliage. 

And so it goes throughout my flower 
piantings. Most any month of the year, 
most any place in the yard there is apt 





Maryland House 
and Garden Tours 


@ The annual Maryland House and 
Garden Pilgrimage will be held 
from April 29 to May 12 and on 
May 28. In addition to the regular 
tour, plans this year include a 
Forum on Antiquities—antiques of 
Maryland in architecture, furniture 
and the decorative arts; and a Tour 
by Water—a cruise around the har- 
bour of Baltimore and down the 
Chesapeake Bay. Visitors will leave 
the boat to view Annapolis on a 
walking tour, highlights of which 
will be the famous Hammond-Har- 
wood House, the United States 
Naval Academy and the Ccvern- 
ment House where they will be re- 
ceived at tea by the Governor cad 
his wife. 

Noted authorities will talk on 
architecture, furniture and _ the 
decorative arts. Of special interest 
to gardeners is a lecture on May 2, 
“A House and Garden Tour in 
Early America,” by Lydia Bond 
Powel, keeper of the American 
Wing, Metropolitan Museum of 
Art. 

Facts and details concerning ar- 
rangements for the tours will be sent 
upon reauest to the Pilgrimage 

eadauartczs, 217 Sheraton-Belve- 
dere Hotel. ~al‘*more 2, Maryland. 

















Plug it into Your Lawn 
and it Spreads to Cover 


ZOYSIA 


Lawn Grass 


A Meyer Z-52 Zoysia Lawn 


The dense turf eliminates crabgrass and summer weeds, 
makes a beautiful green, permanent lawn that keeps its 
rich green color through hot, dry weather. 


There'll be no more seeding, reseed- 
ing, and “killing crabgrass” when you 
have a solid lawn of Meyer Z-52 
Zoysia, for it makes a permanent turf 
that does not require renewal. thar is 
so dense it chokes out crabgrass and 
summer weeds. You have a beautiful 
green lawn when you want it most, 
during the dry hot summer months 
when usual grasses wither and burn 
out and crabgrass takes over. 


Meyer Z-52 Zoysia has many charac- 
teristics that make it superior for the 
home lawn. Flourishes in hottest sun, 
will not grow in shade, is highly 
drought and disease resistant, can go 
weeks without watering due to its 
deep root system. Loses color after 
heavy frost, regains color as it begins 
to grow again in the Spring. Re- 
sembles the best bluegrass only more 
dense. 


One of the most desirable features of 
Meyer Z-52 Zoysia is the slow growth 
rate. While taking longer to build a 
complete lawn, once established it re- 
quires much less mowing and atten- 
tion than do usual grasses. This makes 
it easy to keep it out of flower beds. 


If the plugs of Meyer Z-52 Zoysia are 
set out in newly prepared ground and 
are kept weeded and fertilized, they 
will spread most rapidly. This is the 
recommended procedure When set 
into an old lawn, the plugs must 
eliminate present grass as they grow 
and spread, will take two or more 
growing seasons to fully cover The 
most economical procedure is to estab- 
lish a small section of nursery turf 
of your own, cutting plugs from it to 
put into other parts of your lawn. 


Mever Z-52 Zoysia is a temperate 
zone grass, derived from a native 
Korean grass. It stands extremes of 
heat and cold and is not subject to 
winter kill It is growing successfully 
as far north as Buffalo and Albany, 
N Y 


All shipments from the Lawn Grass 
Development Company are guaranteed 
to be true Meyer Z-52 Zoysia, free of 
bermuda grass, are packaged in a 
polyethylene bag so grass is moist on 
arrival. Any which fails to grow 
when planted as directed will be 
replaced. 


Our Prices Include Postage 


$5.00 Pkg. plants 50 square 
feet on 1-ft. centers 


for May delivery 
or write for 
complete 
information 


$26.50 Pkg. plants more than 
280 square feet on i-ft. centers 


As it spreads you can cut your 
own plugs for additional areas. 


Simple planting instructions furnished 
(Please send check, we do not ship C.O.D.) 


LAWN GRASS DEVELOPMENT CG 


Dept FG 4 


Vienna, Virginia 


More than 7 Years Experience in Planting and Growing this New Grass 
For Wes? Coast and Rocky Mountain area, write to 
WINMESA FARMS co. INC., 802 w. Avaion Dr., Phoenix, Aric. 





to be some table fare growing un- 
pretentiously toward maturity and to- 
morrow’s lunch or dinner. 

Perhaps my urge to raise food has 
been inherited from my mother and 
grandmother whose gardening, activities 
of necessity were directed almost ex- 
clusively toward producing, with the 
lowest possible cash outlay, food for 
their large families. But, whatever the 
reason, I find much enjoyment as well as 
good eating comes from the procedure 
of gardening I follow. And neither is 
there any loss of floral beauty. 

One of the planting schemes that 
affords the best opportunity for com- 
bining food and flowers is the plant- 
ing of rows of quick-maturing vege- 
tables between rows of slower-growing 
flowers. Radishes, lettuce and green 
onions are excellent examples of the 
vegetables that are in this class. Plant 
them between rows of annuals or peren- 
nials being set out the first year. By the 
time the flower plants need their full 
quota of room, the vegetables will have 
been harvested. 


Beets and More Beets 


Quick-growing vegetables can also 
be planted as in-between-season crops 
in many instances in geographical lo- 
cations where all-year gardening is pos- 
sible. I often use beets for this type of 
planting. From the time the tiny plants 
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are an inch or two high their foliage 
adds a colorful note, especially when 
used as a border. When the small 
plants are 6 or 7 inches high the row 
should be thinned to allow the roots 
of the remaining plants plenty of room 
for development. Use the thinned-out 
plants for zesty, vitamin-packed greens. 
(Wonderful served with a slice of fried 
ham!) Later, as the beets grow to 
table or pickling size and are harvested, 
the tops still make excellent greens. It’s 
easy to can pickled beets, so any sea- 
sonal surplus can be preserved. 

In late spring or early summer when 
borders of pansies or violas (or similar 
flowering annual borders) grow old 
and straggly, I take them out and sow 
a border of beets. Toward the end of 
the beet season, I manage to have the 
beets pulled in such a manner that I 
can put in the plants of some flowering 
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annual at regular intervals in the row 
so that they are well established at the 
time the last beets are finally used. 
Naturally this double- and/or quick- 
succession planting requires that your 
soil be kept in a state of high fertility 
by the application of good fertilizers 
and humus builders. 


Take to the Vertical 


Don't discount the possibilities of 
aerial gardening in your plan to raise 
food with your flowers. Pole or climb- 
ing beans planted along a few feet of 
fence will not only afford background 
foliage and yard privacy but at the same 
time will provide many meals of vine- 
fresh vegetables for your summer meals. 
Add a spark of color to your vertical 
bean garden by planting one seed of a 
flowering annual vine such as morning- 
glory or flowering bean for every eight 
or ten bean seeds planted. 

Fences afford a chance for the home 
gardener to experiment with perennial 
food-producing plants, too, such as 
grapes, berries and even espaliered fruit 
trees. Beside the background patterns 
these plants provide for lawn or garden, 
in a few seasons’ time, they’ll be fur- 
nishing food for your table. 

Naturally, the introduction of food- 
producing plants into the decorative 
plantings around the ordinary home 
is limited, and the yield cannot be 


expected to feed a big family. How- | 
ever, a household of two or three will | 
find that their fresh-vegetable costs can | 


be lowered considerably by scheming 
to grow various items of food along 
with the flower plantings. And, whether 
or not the saving is of interest, the 
delectableness of the home produced 
food cannot be denied. And, home gar- 
den raised food is handy, too. Meals 
can be planned around whatever foods 
are in season, and in half-an-hour’s time 
from the time they are picked or pulled, 
they can be on your lunch or dinner 
table. Things like parsley, green onions 
and chives, which you need only in 
small quantities can be picked as 
needed. No need to have big bunches 
losing vitamins and crispness as they 
grow old in the refrigerator. A few 
plants in a nearby flower bed will afford 
a fresh supply whenever needed. 

If flower gardening is fun for you, 
growing a little food right along with 
your flowers will make it twice as 
much fun. Read seed catalogs and/or 
the information on the vegetable seed 
packets for planting and growing in- 
structions. Watch your favorite garden- 
ing magazine for new varieties of vege- 
tables especially adaptable for the home 
gardener. Keep your soil fertile; a few 
seeds planted wherever there might 
otherwise be a bare spot will give you 
a succession of home-grown vegetables 
for your table.® 








OOMS CONTINUOUSLY 
oon OVER 22 MONTHS 
(AUGUST TO FROST) .- - 
STILL IN FULL BLOOM 
WHEN MOST OTHER FLOW- 
ERS ARE GONE. 





. M. KELLOGG CO. 
Dept. 408, Three Rivers, Mich. 


| Please send following Azaleamums ot proper planting time: 


O.... introductory Offers at cost of $ 

C | would like individual varieties (Min. order 2 plants) 
($1 ea.; 2—$1.85) ($1.25 each) 

(0..Snow Fairy $. O.. Pot of Gold $ 

0. .Blazing Red $ O.. Maiden Dream $. 


0 Check here if payment enclosed and we pay postage; 
otherwise order sent C.0.D, delivery costs added. 


NAME 
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SEND FREE COLOR CATALOG 


Everything in flowers and fruits to 
8h beautify your garden 
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Kellogg AMAZING PEDIGREE 


AZALEAMUMS 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK 


Imagine this in your yard . . . bushes the completely winter hardy . .. requires a 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
AZALEAMUMS 


size of a bushel basket completely covered minimum of care... grows anywhere easily. 2 New Pot of Gold (Yellow) 
2 New Maiden Dream (Peach) 
1 Blazing Red (Red) 

1 Snow Fairy (White) 


with brilliantly colored blooms in red, A flower that’s in full bloom long after most 
white, peach or yellow. What a spectacle! flowers are gone... giving drab fall gar- 


: dens new, sparkling beauty. 
Amazing Azaleamums are the result of 


years of scientific work . . . crossing, select- But... see for yourself! Send for the REGULAR VALUE $7.00 


ing, replanting . .. to get the “perfect” special introductory 6-plant offer right now! 
garden flower. A flower that produces You save 1/3 the regular cost... and the NOW O55 
masses of blooms the very first year and for Azaleamum plants you get will produce up 


years after . . . blooms for months ... is to 3600 blooms ¢his year. ONLY 


ORDER DIRECT FROM THIS AD 2 Above Introductory Offers ($14 Value), $ 9.50 Ppd. 
KELLOGG ... FAMOUS FOR QUALITY SINCE 1869 3 Above introductory Offers ($21 Value), $13.50 Ppd. 














ALUMINUM 
GREENHOUSE 


Beautiful and bright 
in many 
new styles. 











Don't Miss Another Season 
of Pleasure and Profit 





EIGHT New Beautiful Styles—designed out of 100 
years experience by the world’s largest greenhouse 
builders. Choice of the popular ORLYT standard as 
pictured above, in aluminum or economical redwood. 
And the very latest—A new graceful Curved Eave Orlyt 
in aluminum—a gem for winter gardening. 


Completely prefabricated—nothing to cut or fit. Alu- 





W it minum barcaps eliminate paint and putty . . . The 
rite only construction that is maintenance-free. 
| d Budget priced models from $250 up—less than $12.00 
0 ay per month. No money down—3 years to pay. Auto- 
| matic heat and ventilation optional but reasonably 


priced like the greenhouses. 


Distributed From Many Cities 


im lorde Burnham 


Catalog IRVINGTON, NEW YORK | i d yy - 


$12.00 hl month buys this Send me your new free Orlyt Greenhouse Catalog No. A-26 
8'2 by 10 ft. Aluminum 





Tells 
Orlyt — $325 ready to go the wow NAME 
on your foundation and of how — ‘ 
connect to your home. to build, fh Curved Eave Aluminum 
Automatic heat, ventila- ome ADDRESS —- greenhouse. One 
tion, and benches at pro- pennant of the many attractive 


styles to join to your 


portionately low prices. ea 
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e “African-violet Check-up’’— e “Arrangements by Executives” — 


even house plants need a spring five flower arrangements by 
cleaning. At the same time five top designers . 


select new varieties e “The Home Greenhouse”. . . 








African-violet checkup 


Now is the time to spruce, divide and clean up your indoor favorites 


by ARTHUR HEITZMAN 


est centers outdoors. But it is also the time you 

should check over your African-violets. Perhaps 
your plants are no longer the handsome, eager-to-bloom 
specimens they were all winter. If so, it may be the 
result of neglect or over pampering. Time also takes 
its toll with this favorite, but many indications of old 
age, neglect or pampering can be corrected, restoring 
vigor, shapeliness and color. If flavor is still found 
wanting, a whole spice chest of the newest of recent 
varieties (see page 72 for suggestions) may introduce 
color and form to the jaded fare you already have. 


[T= IS THE TIME OF YEAR when most garden inter- 


PLANT FORM The saintpaulia is naturally sym- 
metrical in growth, with new leaves growing into ap- 
pointed places to create a casual balance only Nature 
can achieve. However, since plants tend to turn them- 
selves to the direction of the light they receive, our one- 
sided window exposure soon creates one-sided plants. 
This is the chief cause of most of the unsightly African- 
violets we have had around for some time. Avoid this 
by giving each plant a quarter-turn clockwise every 
few days, or at least a half-turn once each week. If you 
have a plant which has practically grown itself over 
the pot edge, better turn it half way around and leave 
it until it is nearly straight again. 

Older plants are more easily “drawn” out of balance 





because of the wobbly, bare stems they generally 
have between the crown and soil level. A well-groomed 
plant shows none of this tell-tale result of age and 
neglect. If you have one which looks like some tired 
old palm tree, a highly successful major operation is 
suggested by Mrs. Carl Sachs, the African-violet spe- 
cialist of the Garden Club of Cliffside Park, New Jersey. 
Mrs. Sachs grows well over a hundred varieties in the 
windows of her home under conditions found in the 
normal mid-East Coast dwelling. Because she has such 
success in growing beautiful specimen plants, we have 
asked her advice in keeping bloom and healthy growth 
over the years. First, correction of long-stemmed uglies. 

Take a thin, sharp knife and cut the crown free 
of the stem about a half-inch below the lowest leaves. 
Set this severed crown in a shallow container, such as 
a discarded “individual” frozen chicken pie tin, filled 
with new vermiculite. The outstretched lower leaves will 
hold it in place. Keeping the vermiculite barely ‘moist 
will encourage root growth, which you can check by 
attempting to lift the plant from the container. If it 
resists a tug, you can be fairly certain roots have formed; 
if it merely lifts free, you can replace it without having 
done any damage. Three weeks should be sufficient 
time for some indication of new roots. Before the roots 
become too long, plant in a 2/2- or 3-inch pot of sterile 
soil. If this is all accomplished with [SEE PAGE 70] 





CROWDED AND STRAGGLY, this plant can very well 
stand splitting up. Close examination shows that there 
are three crowns which are the makings of three plants. 


THE FIRST STEP is to remove one crown. Use a sharp knife 
and make the cut between the lower set of leaves and the soil. 
Leave about % inch of thick stem attached to the crown of leaves. 
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A GOOD HEALTHY PLANT like this can be yours. After several months of heavy blooming, now is the time to spruce it up. 


PHOTOGRAPHS FOR FLOWER GROWER BY ARTHUR HEITZMAN 


REMAINING CROWNS are then re- THREE PLANTS FROM ONE is the final result. Insert the thick stem attached 
moved in the same manner, leaving a to the crowns in shallow pans filled with clean, sterile vermiculite. Keep moist 
short section of the heavy stem attached. and in about three weeks roots will form. Pot up your new plants in 3-inch pots. 
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Grow Flowers All Year ‘Round In Your Own 


METROLITE 


GREENHOUSE 






Think of it, your own greenhouse. 
Grow flowers, plants and vege- 
tables right in your own back yard. 
The METROLITE, designed by one 
of the largest manufacturers of commercial green- 
houses, is the economical answer to home garden- 
ing. The METROLITE is factory glazed, pre-fabricated 
FROM THE GROUND UP... .you do not have to build 
@ basic wall...all you do is erect the METROLITE 
according to the simple instruction sheet. Basic 
house of 10’ 8°’ by 4° 8° with additional sections 
of 4° 8° available. Write for illustrated brochure. 


BETROPOLITAN GREENHOUSE MFG. CORP. 
Ey Flushing Avenue + Brooklyn 37, New York 












TUBERS 
SEEDS 
PLANTS 


Box 29-F 
GRANTS PASS 
OREGON 


HARROLD'S 








FASCINATING — INEXPENSIVE 
WAY TO OWN THESE NEWEST 
Each VARIETIES — NO TWO ALIKE! 


An outstanding offer! Newest introductions of pinks, 
— purples, blues, variegated, doubles, ‘‘girl’’ leaves, 

. Your choice of colors or types or we will select 5 
completely different leaves for you, Full instructions for 
pose beautiful posite Plants. Plants worth $1.50 to 
$3.00 each! Labeled and professionally packed, Shipped 
prepaid via first clase. mmall. Minimum order S$ leaves. 
Send veal oe 50 a ne — — tor $2.50!). 


MAHR CO., Box 585, Dpt. L12, Des Moines, la. 


FOR YOUR 


INDOOR A 


« PERMANENT LUSTRE 
« Dust-Resistance for Life a 

F Guarateed by 
ood Housekeeping 


ein Only 1 Application 


send 


PLANT SHINE 








AFRICAN VIOLET SEEDS 


#1794—African Violet Mixed, 50 seed 25¢; 100 seed 
$1.00; *622A—Crossandra, 3 seed 25¢; 15 seed $1.00; 
#809-——-Exacum, sky blue, Pkt. 25¢; 2587A—Coleus 
Brilliant, 40 seeds 25¢. #884A—Gloxinia Gigantea 
Mixed, Largest of all. Pkt. 25¢ 


All 5 (in 25¢ Pkts.) For $1.00 
GEORGE W. PARK SEED CO. Greenwood 24, S$. C. 








If you are Interested in 


. . 
ORCHIDS 

The Orchid Digest is a helpful publication for any- 

one interested in Orchids. Written for amateurs 

every issue contains a wealth of information. A sub 

seription is only $5.00 per year Send for free 

pamphiet or better still, 25¢ for sample copy of this 


Pp. magazine 


THE ORCHID DIGEST 
697 Arlington Avenue Berkeley 7, California 
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reasonable care, a blooming plant may 
take it without so much as a drop 
of bud. 

Incidentally, a highly satisfactory soil 
mixture for potting is the old reliable 
Ys good garden loam, % peat, and 
¥3 sand (Use inland sand; beach sand 
kills plants because it contains salt). 
Heat for a half-hour or so in an oven 
at 200°; it should be sterile then and 
safe to use when cooled. To save time 
and inconvenience, you can purchase 
soil mixtures especially for African- 
violets packaged in plastic bags; many 
local garden supply shops, as well as 
all growers, can supply this. Most of 
these mixtures tend to pack tightly in 
time, so it is wise to lighten with addi- 
tional peat, sand or vermiculite. Keep 
the soil very loose and friable. If the 
pots you’re considering have been used 
before, scrub them clean and boil in a 
dilute solution of Chlorox and water 
for twenty minutes. Unless your plant 
measures more than a foot across, you 
will rarely need a pot larger than three 
inches. 

Another common cause of misshapen 
African-violets is the fact that there is 
more than one “plant” in a pot. Count 
crowns; if there is more than one 
center from which new leaf growth 
and buds appear, plan for another 
operation. Advanced growth can be 
cut free to start new plants as shown 
in the photographs on page 68. It is 
far better to remove these side shoots 
when they first appear and can be 
almost rubbed off. Some authorities 
claim that the tendency to grow side 
shoots is the result of a shock to the 
plant; however, we have noted that 
some varieties exhibit this more than 
others under like conditions. 


GOOD HEALTH A healthy Afri- 
can-violet, well satisfied with its room 
and board, is characterized by firm, 
crisp leaf growth and periods of pro- 
fuse bloom during which individual 
blossoms fully mature before being 
“pushed” off the stem by the calyx, as 
it seems. If you have an apparently 
healthy plant which seems reluctant to 
blossom, it is probably unhappy with 
its pot (oversized, generally), or is wait- 
ing for a change of environment. As- 
suming all else is balanced, pot size, 
sufficient light and adequate humidity 
are the essentials for good bloom. 

Leaf appearance is a general indi- 
cator of health in the saintpaulia. While 
we desire clean, strong foliage as a 
natural background for the blossoms, 
it is equally essential to good health. 
Spotted leaves are common with some 
growers. This can be traced to water 
drops on leaves while in direct sun- 
light, to drafts or to chemical purifiers 
in water which contacts the leaves. If 
the sunlight is strong enough to “burn” 
spots, it will probably bleach foliage 





as well; then you can be certain there 
is too much light. Diffuse with cur- 
tains, tissue or glass opaquing. A fair 
amount of brightness (1,000 to 1,200 
foot candles) is essential, but too much 
just isn’t tolerated. An open north 
skylight in summer is about correct. 

The more direct exposures to sun- 
light during the winter months when 
the sun is fairly weak seem to encour- 
age some of the best blooming. Fairly 
even temperature has much to do with 
this too. Summertime often makes it 
difficult to maintain a below-80° tem- 
perature, and although there is more 
fresh air (possibly drafty) and hu- 
midity, most Northern enthusiasts find 
their plants with no buds at all. 

If you like to be scientifically accu- 
rate and measure out a piece of atmos- 
phere in which growth is best, here 
is a tested formula: at least 12 hours 
of daylight of 1,000 foot candles in- 
tensity (it can be measured with a 
photographers’ exposure meter); 60 
per cent relative humidity; a fairly 
even temperature in the 65° to 80° 
range (70° is best), plus evenly moist, 
“open” soil (rain water is best to use); 
fertilization of mature plants every 
four to six weeks with either 2 to 1 
teaspoon complete fertilizer, or liquid 
fertilizer. All this equals vigorous 
plants and abundant bloom. 

If, by your own experimentation, 
you have found an ideal corner where 
you get results, stick to it and forget 
the yardsticks. Humidity is generally 
the most difficult factor to supply in 
heated homes. Try spraying warm 
water from a window cleaner bottle 
in the air about them, or pour boiling 
water into a pan near and below (not 
in contact with) the plants. Drug store 
vaporizers for cold sufferers are actually 
humidifiers. All you can do to relieve 
the Sahara atmosphere of heated rooms 
will do both you and your African- 
violets much good. Your only other 
problem may be an insect infestation— 
not so likely if you use sterile soil and 
pots. 

Once in a while, without apparent 
cause, we find a sick-looking saintpaulia 
with a listless manner and little zest 
for life. Plant surgery is considerably 
more certain than diagnosing maladies, 
because there are so many possible 
causes. Since disease is so detrimental 
to plant appearance, we will cover the 
more prevalent cases briefly; for full 
coverage of the problem you are 
referred to any of several fine books 
currently available which cover Afri- 
can-violets and their culture more com- 
pletely. 

There is nothing to compare with the 
effectiveness of the prevention tech- 
nique. Insects come from somewhere, 
so all you have to do there is avoid 
exposure of healthy plants to infesta- 
tion. If a plant looks less vigorous 
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GARDEN & HOUSE PLANTS 
FUCHSIAS PELARGONIUMS 


Begonias:—Rex, Fibrous & Wax 
Geraniums: —Ivy, Scented & Fancy 
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MAKES AFRICAN VIOLETS BLOOM 
BRILLIANTLY. SEND 10¢ FOR GENEROUS 
TRIAL PACKAGE PLUS “CARE AND 
GROWING BOOKLET“ To: 


STIM-U-PLANT Laboratories 


BOX 1955 COLUMBUS 16, OHIO 





DOUBLE PINK 
AFRICAN VIOLETS 


are now available 
Send for free price list. 


TONKADALE GREENHOUSES 


Rte. 3, Box 314 Hopkins, Minn. 


















Beautiful Pot Plants 25¢ 


Gorgeous, easy to grow house postpaid 
plants, 3” to 4” flowers, last with big, 
for months. Exquisite mixed Seed and 
colors. Send only 25¢ for 2; Nursery 
SOc for 4; $1 for 8. Order now. 


R. H. SIAwAY SEEDSMAN 
DEPT. ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS - 
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HOUSANDS are paid every year by growers, dsmen, 
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than usual, isolate it until the cause 


can be determined. New plants should | 


be kept apart from known healthy ones 
until a clean bill of health is ascer- 
tained. Regular bi-monthly spraying 
with an all-purpose insecticide should 
create an invisible barricade to the 
enemy. Then if health wanes you can 
start looking elsewhere for the source 
of evil. 

Again, look to the foliage for symp- 
toms. Unnaturally incurved, cupped 
leaves of new growth betray mites. 
Spraying in the evening will catch them 
at their activity. On the other hand, 
leaves which droop listlessly over the 
edge of the pot suggest crown or petiole 
(leaf “stem’”) rot. The latter is de- 
tected as an indented wound along the 
petiole where it rests on the pot rim; 
here is where soil fertilizer salts ac- 
cumulate as a rusty crust—they are 
the cause. Avoid by banding the pot 
rims with foil. This is most easily ac- 
complished at the time of potting. An- 
other form of petiole rot shows up in 
the form of glassy, watery looking foli- 
age as the leaves drape over the pot 
edge. This and the dull, drooping leaf 
(crown rot), are generally traced to 
bad soil conditions—it may be poor, 
too compact, soaked or over fertilized. 

Conditions which cannot be traced 
by any of the above symptoms should 
be investigated by getting at the roots. 

Any root rotting should be cut away. 
Unusual gnarls and knots, or swellings 
in the roots, disclose the presence of 
the microscopic, soil-borne nematodes. 
Destroy plant, pot and soil immedi- 
ately; sterilize anything possibly con- 
If the loss of the plant is “too 


“stem” midway between center 
and old leaves. This is recommended 


| insurance against loss of any favorites 





take a leaf cutting with | 


for any reason, especially if growers 
no longer stock them. However, it is 
better to replace with a new plant | 


whenever possible. It takes more time, 
trouble and anxiety to treat serious ills 
in the African-violet than it would to 
dispose and replace. Fortunately, such 
plagues are rare. 


BEAUTY AIDS A weekly check is 
sufficient to keep plants well groomed. 
If they bloom prolifically they will ap- 
pear equally messy if the dropped blos- 
soms are not picked out and the de- 
pleted flower stems removed at the base. 
Dead or dying leaves should be re- 
moved, as well as any infant side shoots 
which may appear. Get to know what 
the characteristic plant form is 
those you grow—either flat, hemi- 
spheric, or vertical—then encourage 
that form. Plants stacked closely to 
each other in all directions tend to 
grow stalky; or the leaves pressing 
against the glass or other obstacles will 
cause them to grow in a 


for | 


disfigured | 





ORCHIDS FOR EASTER 


Cut your own Easter Corsage! 


Plants with pure-white blooms. 
Plants with purple blooms 


$15.00 
8.50 


Cash with order, please. F.o.b. Monroe 
These are nice plants and make won- 
derful gifts. Cultural instructions fur- 
nished. 


MARGARET ILGENFRITZ 


Monroe Michigan 
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Leaf Cleaner and GLOSS 
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foliage plants. Cleans in- 
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AFRICAN 
VIOLETS 


We specialize in 
African Violets 

—exclusively! 

if you want violets 
that will bloom for 
you without pam- 
pering, plants that 
will reach you in fine growing condition without 


breakage, send US your trial order! Piants like 
this $1.00 each postpaid. 


Special Offer 


(Early spring shipment 
fre 
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. growing instructions 
e) 


To prove to you that our plants arrive in fine 
condition, we will send postpaid and guaran- 
teec your choice of a plant in bloom and 
labeied— Pink. et gl Light Biue, Dark Furpie, 
Lavender at $1.00 each ‘or all 5 for $4.95). 











AFRICAN VIOLET Catalog 
FREE. Tells how to grow your 
violets so they're covered with 





bloom! Many pictured, all hon- 
estly described . . . for begin- 
ners and for collectors! Write 
=— TODAY! 
SPOUTZ AFRICAN 


viover GREENHOUSES 


34300 Moravian Drive Fraser, Michigan 
“We specialize in choice varieties” 
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Put YOUR “Green Thumb” to 
work in a pre-fabricated 


YOHO GREENHOUSE 


Fray 
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J Yoho 
GREEN! SAVE MONEY 


* BUILT wi Each Yoho Greenhouse is 
accurately redicut and erected at our plant. Each 
piece is plainly marked so any handy man can 
re-assemble. Save many dollars on construction 
costs. High quality at low prices. Clear, age- 
resisting Cypress or Redwood mouldings. Prices 
include all hardware and fittings, double strength 
glass, complete cost except benches and foundations. 


uses 


science” 


10° x12’ — $230.00 18° x25’ — $720.00 
10° x16’ — 288.00 18’ x50’ — 1440.00 
1412‘x18’ — 443.00 211/2'x50° — 1610.00 
1414'x25’ — 615.00 2114'x75‘ — 2418.00 


CYPRESS HOTBED 


Redicut Hotbeds, made in sections, ready- 
to-assemble. Sash glazed with double- 
strength glass, designed to slide up and 


down for ventilation. Back 18°’ high, 
front 12”, in four sizes: 

6'x4’ — $26.00 12'x4’ — $44.00 
x4’ — 36.00 15’x4’ — 55.50 
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Catalog on Request 


ORDER DIRECT AND SAVE 


YOHO & HOOKER 


Dept. F Youngstown, Ohio 











= 








MAGNIFICENT 
XANTHOSOMA 


Rare tropical 
plant for grow- 
ing indoors. 
Handsome foli- 
age with exotic 
white veins. 
Grow like a 
Philodendron, 





Correctly potted 
Postpaid Continental U.S.A. 


Color catalog orchids and houseplants 25¢ 


ALBERTS & MERKEL BROS., INC. 


Rt 6 Box 77-F Jacksonville 7, Fia. 










FREE catacoc 


Prefab. ALUMINUM $249 up 






Attractive, easy to 
erect (only a screw driver and 
wrench necessary) Extend- 
able. Double strength glass. 


10 year Guarantee. No rus 
rot, painting. For FREE cata- 
log, low prices, WRITE Dept. 














manner. No-touching distance will 
grow more symmetrical plants and tend 
to prevent unwelcome visiting insects. 

Since we are civilizing this flora, a 
bath on occasion will render it more 
acceptable. A hand syringe which 
affords a moderately strong spray and 
some lukewarm (75° to 85°) water 
will do nicely for an overall shower. 
This is preferable to complete dipping, 
in which case you may pick up loose 
soil particles on the hairy leaves; or to 
soft-brush dusting, which makes it easy 
to pick up pests from one plant and 
transfer them to others. Allow wet 
leaves to dry (naturally) before placing 
plant back in the bright window. 

If this care sounds like too much 
trouble—a condition which never exists 
in the mind of an enthusiast—but you 
still want to enjoy a few vigorous Afri- 
can-violets in your not-too-ideal sur- 
roundings, get hold of an aquarium and 
try it this way. Put an empty 2-inch 
clay pot in the corner of this fish tank 
(should be at least 12 inches high) and 
place a 2-inch layer of sand (or even the 
fish gravel) in the bottom of the tank. 
Set plants on top of this and place all 
under a 40-watt fluorescent reflector. 
Pouring water in the little pot will 
allow it to seep through the sand and, 
finally, to the plants. Keep the water 
level in the pot barely covering its base. 
Then if you cover the aquarium with 
glass, allowing a crack for air, you 
won't need to re-water for weeks. The 
African-violets will grow with amazing 
speed, bloom willingly, be free of drafts, 
have a built-in humidifier and keep 
clean without showering. There is only 
one “catch” to it; you have to turn the 
light on and off, allowing 14 hours of 
illumination. For consistent results you 
have to be as punctual as the sun; 
better still, use an electric clock timer. 
Of course, this setup will go in the 
window too, but if you have almost 
nothing but a shelf in a closet, this will 
work. Try it! 


Spice in New Varieties 


While the African-violet is a relative 
newcomer in the domesticated plant 
world, its hybridization is still younger. 
One might say that major growers have 
only recently met on the field of com- 
petitive challenge, and that the utmost 
of breeding skill is being displayed. 
Color has been the primary goal—that 
is, Variations of the available blues and 
pinks and their purification. But dif- 
ferent form and texture appeared along 
as sort of by-products, both in blossom 
and in foliage, so that now interest has 
swung toward combining the most de- 
sirable and “creating” a new plant. If 
some of the new saintpaulias had not 
the extra bonus of producing splendid 
blossoms, they would be sufficiently in- 
teresting as a foliage plant, so inter- 








African Vsolets 


Episcias, Smithianthes, Achimenes, 
Tub. Begonias, Anthuriums, other plants 
and bulbs for pots or garden. Catalog 
and Culture Guide, free. By Air Mail, 


12¢. Best Collection of Violets on West 
Coast. We ship safely, everywhere. 
. 
SPECIAL: 


Blooming size plant, $1.00; 2/$1.75; 


38/$2.50; 5/$4.00. Tell us what you 
have. We will not*duplicate. 
14 var. Episcias, $120.00; 5 var. 


Smithiantha, (Naegelia), $5.50; 16 var. 
Gloxinias, $7.50; H. and S. Amaryllis, 
greenhouse grown, $1.00, 3/$2.80; 10 
var. Achimenes, $2.00; 53 var. Tub. Be- 
gonias $13.25. The same plus 4 named 
var., $16.50. Everything postpaid. Cali- 
fornians add 3% Sales Tax. 


CECIL HOUDYSHEL 


Dept. F, La Verne, Calif. 





pevwvTvTevCVveeTeTeeerVTeTCTTwweeewCweweeeewwwww © 





OCC CCC COO TT 













WHITE CALLA 
QUEEN BEGONIA 


7 Exotically colored, this 
rare and beautiful plant, 
in blooming size, is 


i 
professional alike. 
liage is variegated with delicate 
shadings of white, green, pinks 
and red. Many leaves are pure whi 


with red and pinks formed like miniature 
white calla lilies. This luxuriant foliage ia 
crowned by constantly blooming, stunning 
bright, full flowers. Carefully cultured and 
pot grown. Complete instructions for care 


and growing included. 

3 CALLA QUEENS FOR $5.00 POST PAID! 
Bright Geneva DOUBLE BEGONIAS BEGONIA 
Four different potted prizes . . . COLLECTION 
each one a distinct, beautifully Four beautiful fibrous 
brilliant color . . . RED, PINK, Begonias. each | dis- 
WHITE and the NEW SNOW (ety et wing, Joan 
BLUSH. Lustrous green flowers sirong, Lettuce Leaf 
contrast with cheery, bright dou- and White Calla Queen 
ble flowers. Four healthy. ¢9 50 above - 

Dotted plants ONLY - 
SPECIAL Begonia Collection, and four 
Geneva doubles, ONLY $6.95— 
including one Velvet Piant FREE! 
MAIL your order today! Add 35¢ for packing and handling. 
For FASTER DELIVERY add 15¢ additional for SPECIAL 
HANDLING STAMP. 


F R E E ? NEW! FULLY ILLUSTRATED 
& SPRING CATALOG—UPON REQUEST. 


Money refunded on returned plants if not satisfied 
Pauer’s Greenhouses 


ONLY......; ° 





Dept. F-45, Route 1, Box 184, WAUKESHA, WIS. 





| AFRICAN VIOLETS 


New and Exciting for 1955 


Double Pink Dresden—-The new exotic double pink 
with girl leaf. Long lasting bright pink double blos- 


som. Glossy green girl type leaf. $2.50 each. Ship 
ment May 30. 

Sugar Babe—Bi-colored geneva type of plum laven- 
der framed by a twinkling white edge and gir! foli 
age. $1.50 each 

The Bride—Airy white large double bloom on sturdy 
slightly quilted foliage. $1.25 each. 
Bridesmaid—Lively blue and white mottled large 
double flower. $1.25 each. 


CHOOSE FROM THESE EVER POPULAR AND 
NEW VARIETIES $J.00 each 
merica, Black Fringe, Clementine, Geneva Beauty, 
eneva Girl, Navy Girl, Old Rose Bouquet, Peach 
— Pink Neptune, White Madonna, Wine 
vet 


STANDARD EXCELLENT BLOOMING VARIE- 
TIES 75¢ each 


Pansy, Painted Girl, Philadelphia Belle, Pink 

Luster, Pink Shocking, Purple Knight 

£ teen | PLEASE INCLUDE: 45¢ on_all plant 

hy orders of $3.00 or less; on all orders 

5 j} over $3.00, add 65¢ postage; west of 
Miss. add 85¢. 

| FREE—Our new 1955 catalog in color 





listing over 100 ready 


prompt shipment. 
} 


TINARI FLORAL GARDENS 


varieties for 








TINARI Dept. F 
_Eaghes Bethayres, Pennc. 
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esting is plant form and leaf color and 
texture. Harvey Cox has introduced a 
hairless Harvey with begonia-slick 
leaves, so now we don’t have to take 
the fuzay leaf for granted. 

Even though “blue” is the major 
color category we do not find a pure 
spectral blue (at least not at the mo- 
ment), and a described dark blue will 
not be as much like a deep tub of 
laundry blue as it will a three-cent 
postage stamp. There always seems to 
be a hint of the pink in it, no matter 
how slight. Nor has the “true blue” 
appeared to diminish the pure intensity 
of the forget-me-not. We cannot meas- 
ure all reds by salvia and geraniums; 
saintpaulia reds are wine tones—the 
blue is always there. And as for yel- 
low—well, they’ve done it with the 
petunia, another “blue” flower, so per- 
haps the patient wizards can do as 
much for our window favorite. Like 
all true lovers, those of the African- 
violet find it endearing for what it is. 


Why should it look like something else | 


when it has so many individual charms 
of its own? Still we do find excitement 
in a new frill, a fresh color and an 
easy-to-live-with manner—all developed 
just for us. Consider these following 
“delicacies” only if you can resist temp- 
tation. 





PINKS Whatever the cosmic in- 
fluences might be which affect our 
tastes for color, pink has been the 
heavy favorite for the past several 
years and is still holding strong. The 
saintpaulia has been right in vogue 
and we have had such beauties as PINK 
CHEER, PINK BEAUTY, PINK GIRL and 
the vigorous PINK WONDER to enjoy. 
Seeking to intensify the color, Tinari 
supplies PINK SHOCKING. Form was 
varied, and this year Fischer has added 
PINK FRINGETTE (sparkling, deep, lively 
pink ruffled) to their popular Fringettes. 
Behnke offers AUGUSTA, an exception- 
ally deep pink. 

Meanwhile, an anxious hope de- 
veloped for a pink double. This was 
most admirably rewarded at the St. 
Louis Commercial Exhibit of the Afri- 
can-Violet Society of America where 
eight double pinks appeared. This year 
growers will be supplying eager col- 
lectors with their introductions in this 
demand group such as: PINK ACHIEvV- 
MENT (Tonkadale), which was awarded 
best seedling in the St. Louis show; the 
brilliantly foliaged Tinari PINK Dres- 
DEN (semi-double); OHIo BOUNTIFUL, 
which Mary Meeds of The Select Vio- 
let House says is generously endowed 
with “IT”; and the Fischer LYon’s PINK 
CLoups, a bright pink with all desir- 
able characteristics. You'll find others, 
too, which are highly rated, but here 
we have ten pinks suggested to spice 
up your collection with a fresh sort of 
peppermint flavor. [SEE PAGE 139] 
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THIS YEAR HAVE A LOVELIER 
““GOLF-GREEN’”’ LAWN 





This Weedone-treated lawn is completely free 
of dandelions, plantains and other weeds. 


KILL Weeds and Woody Plants Easily... Quickly with 


MIRACLE 


WORLD’S LARGEST-SELLING WEED KILLER 


You spray away the weeds and woody plants — let the lush green grass come 
through. Hard-to-kill problem plants yield to Weedone’s magic. If you use it regu- 
larly, even crab grass won't come up. Start your spring clean-up with Weedone, 
and you banish lawn weeds all season long. 8-oz. can $1; I-qt. can $2.75; 





1-gal. can $6.75 


Plastic Weedone Applicator 59c 
Fits any screw-top gallon jug. 





TONE UP YOUR LAWN 
with GRO-STUF 


Now, with your lgwn weed-free — thanks to 
Weedone — you stimulate the grass to new 
strength and carpet-smooth beauty with 
Gro-Stuf, the lawn and plant liquid fertilizer. 
Use Gro-Stuf also on your flowers, vegeta- 
bles and shrubs. 5-oz. can 49¢; 1-lb can $1.25; 
4-lb. can $3.75 


At Garden Supply and Hardware Stores 


AMERICAN CHEMICAL PAINT COMPANY, ameter, pa. 


_ Pioneers in Chemical Gardening Aids * Originators of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T Weed Killers . 


a 





PROTECT YOUR FLOWERS 4 WAYS 
with ACP ROSE & FLORAL DUST 


Fights disease, insects, fungus, mites. Just 
spray regularly with ACP Rose & Floral 
Dust in the handy dust gun. Use it to protect 
your precious roses and other flowers—also 
use it on all your flowering shrubs. 8-oz. 
pump gun $1; I1-lb. canister $1.49; 3-lb. 
canister $3.59 


WEEDONE | 





PS. Ask your dealer for your free copy of the fascinating new book, “Guide to Better Lawns and Gardens.” 








FERRY’S SEEDS 


are 
vigorous! 





Seeds . . . like people ... can be 
tired. Or they can be vigorous and 
full of life. 


Ferry’s Seeds are vigorous because 
they’re hand-selected from sturdy, vig- 
orous parents and given tender, loving 
care all during harvesting, cleaning 
and packing. 

Why risk putting ‘below par” flower 
or vegetable seeds into your garden? 
Select Ferry’s Seeds from your dealer's 
top-quality assortment. They‘re ready 
to grow their heads off for you. What 
more could you ask? 


FERRY’S SEEDS 


YOU'LL ENJOY “THE GARDEN GATE.” Hear the 
Old Dirt Dobber's helpful gardening hints on CBS 
radio every Saturday 














FOR YOUR ARRANGEMENT SCRAPBOOK 


Arrangements 
by club executives 


ments. These five recently gave a demonstration at The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art for members of Westchester Garden Clubs. They’re 
all homemakers, all executives, all lecturers, and all writers. Masters in the 
art of flower arrangement, they showed with poise and confidence how a 
painting can suggest a flower arrangement, even when its subject is not 
flowers. It was only after the program that the paintings were held beside 
the arrangements. Demonstrations on flower arranging such as this can be 
enjoyed as a game or can be studied carefully for details in selection of 
significant plant materials which best convey specific ideas. 
—MArRGET COCHRANE COLE 


~~ 
\ 
f 4 i- ‘ ‘ . — 
, \ , =: a busy garden club executive makes time for artistic flower arrange- 


Mrs. George J. Hirsch by 
emphasizing silhouette and 
muted colors of contrast- 
ing textures suggests the 
tall narrow style of a 
Whistler painting. A bare 
magnolia branch outlines 
the main pattern; pussy 
willows strengthen its 
rhythmic line. Begonia 
leaves and echeveria round 
out the arrangement. When 
she assembled this arrange- 
ment for demonstration, 
Mrs. Hirsch used Chinese 
design which had an in- 
fluence on Whistler’s work. 





Mrs. Loren Dodson’s in- 
terpretation of the mood 
of El Greco’s work can be 
evaluated by a long look 
at the painting depicting 
Toledo, Spain—one of the 
most popular in the mu- 
seum. In tackling the task 
of expressing “intense emo- 
tion, fantastic elaboration” 
of El Greco, Mrs. Dodson 
developed her design with 
fanciful dry wood, spathes, 
sanseveria, artichokes, phil- 
odendron, in a bold, highly 
imaginative design. 








i 
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Mrs. Charles Hoffman is 
a former president of The 
Federated Garden Clubs 
of New York. She is the 
chairman of the state show 
to be held in White Plains 
in June. To suggest the 
manner of a Cezanne 
painting she chose fruits, 
flowers and foliage in sepa- 
rate color values. Well 
aware of the artist’s use 
of solid form, she has 
made use of depth and 
thickness. Green, brown, 
beige, red-orange — the 
characteristic colors of 
Cezanne—are used. 


Mrs. Gerson Hirsch points 
up the luminous clear 
colors so significant of 
Vermeer’s paintings. This 
special quality rather than 
subject provided her in- 
spiration. Tulips, stock, 
chrysanthemums, gladiolus 
and iris were massed to 
suggest light as it might be 
beamed from a _ window 
into a dark room. Mrs. 
Hirsch, director of the 
Westchester clubs, is pro- 
fessionally an architect; is 
drawing plans for The 
New York Flower Show. 








Mrs. Milton Freudenheim, 
by creating a composition 
with ballet figurines, sug- 
gested a subject closely as- 
sociated with Degas. Car- 
nations, white and ruffled, 
with anemone buds stretch- 
ing out against the rhyth- 
mic lines of scotch broom 
compels one to feel the 
suggested motion. The 
shape of the white bowl 
contributes to the sensa- 
tion of motion—it might 
even whirl on its elevated 
teakwood stand. 


PHOTOGRAPHS FOR FLOWER CROWER BY LAURIE WIENER 














ROSE GROWERS - 


Stop all these insects 
and diseases 


Rose chafer « Rose beetles 
Japanese beetle » Rose slug « Aphid 
Red spider mite + Black spot 
Powdery mildew 


NEW/ DU PONT 


Insecticide & Fungicide 


Now! One, powerful insecticide-fungicide 
that controls practically all rose pests . . . 
and iseasy on budsand foliage! Eliminates 
guesswork. Andit’s , . 

so easy to use in 

handy, refillable, 

8-oz. dust gun or 

1-lb. package 

with new sifter 

top. Alsocomes 

in 3-lb. bags. 


See your dealer for Du Pont’s 
complete, reliable line of garden products 





8E6. u.s. pat. orf 
BETTER THINGS FOR BETTER LIVING 
. « « THROUGH CHEMISTRY 
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GREENHOUSE 


Get an early start for your garden. Have the thrill 
of growing things from the very beginning in your 

Greenhouse. Automatic equipment and 
many exclusive features described in our free cata- 


log. Write to 
TEXAS GREENHOUSE Co. 


1508 W. Rosedale Fort Worth, Texas 





TRIMS...EDGES 
"OR" 


GRASS TRIMMER 


DOES BOTH IN MINUTES 












= An amazing double-duty 
grass trimmer. Trims 
around flower beds, trees, 
fences, rough and smooth 
faced rocks. 

i Edges along sidewalks, 


curbs, and driveways. 





NO STOOP 
NO SQUAT 
NO BACKACHE 


grass into path of 
peewee 9 cutting blade. 


J. A. ORR COMPANY 


19019 S. Western Ave., Chicago 43, Ill. 

































NOW A REALLY complete water soluble 
4 plant food in super-ready, quick 
4@| acting form. Your houseplants will shout tor | 
4 joy when you apply 
| ONE-COMPLETE 
® nitrogen, 20% phosphorus, 40% 
q potash in certified availability for your 
plants Developed at leading 
4 Midwestern University Five $100 
| handy reusable vials per car 
4 fon a full year’s supply tor 
up to 30 houseplants .Only 
4@)MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
4| ONE-COMPLETE 
will do more for your 
: houseplants than any 
jother product We 
qj don't ask you to be 
jlieve it, Try at our With ev- 
4 risk. Money refunded ery order 
lif you are not com from this 
4| pletely satisfied in ad: 5 page 
4 overs way manual of 
| DEALERS: Write plant feeding 
4 for special dealer information including foliar | 
, | oer and other specialized methods, | 
——— ORDER TODAY ————— 
| ARLINGTON PARK CHEMICAL CO. Dept. FG-4 | 
| 2288 Century Drive Columbus 11, Ohio | 
Please send cartons... .enclosed Send C.O.D, 
| Name... eCeReeecsoecesccececee | 
| Address hatin aes reueenecd ee 
ee 
76 


Hook in front guides | 


| 


| 
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The Home 


Greenhouse 


by ERNEST CHABOT 


NE OF THE MOST ENJOYABLE and 
profitable pursuits in the green- 


house at this time of the year 


is the reproducing of plants from cut- | 


tings. In a comparatively small space, 
you can multiply your plants by the 
hundreds, thus providing all you need 
for your indoor and outdoor gardens. 
As seeds do not always come true to 
color, this is one sure way you have of 
getting plants in the same variety. 

Cuttings of softwood and woody 
plants are, therefore, of special interest 
to us. The important thing to remem- 
ber is that growth must be healthy and 
vigorous to start with. Since your cut- 
ting has no roots, it must have stamina 
enough to take hold without rotting 
until new roots have been formed. 
Select half-matured growth, for old slips 
do not have what it takes to absorb 
nourishment, and new soft growth 
lacks the energy to stand up. 

The longer the cutting, the faster 
you get a good plant. It must be short 
enough, however, to take up adequate 
moisture to make up for the amount 
given off through the leaves. Using a 
sharp knife, make the cut straight 
across, without bruising the tissue, and 
then apply root-growth substances con- 
taining plant hormones. There are sev- 
eral good ones on the market in both 
powdered and liquid form. 

Softwood and woody cuttings are 
easily rooted in vermiculite, clean, 
sharp sand, or a mixture of sand and 
peatmoss. 


Plants to Try 


The varieties of plants that you can 
multiply from cuttings now are tre- 
mendous. Here are some suggestions: 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS — Take _ cut- 
tings of early varieties now for blooms 
by October. Use only good clean 
healthy stock. Growth will become 
hard and stunted if left in the propa- 
gating bed more than twenty-one days. 


FUCHSIAS—For a wide range of 
color, this popular favorite is hard to 
beat. Cuttings taken now should be 
set in 3- or 4-inch pots. Shift to pot one 
size larger before root ball gets matted 
on the outside. Growth will become 
stunted if plants get pot-bound. 











Look how easy to 


KILL BUGS 


Biting, Chewing 
Sucking Insects 


Hungry pests feed on tender 
growth plants dry and 
withered. Preserve your plants 
beauty — spray regularly with 
Improved ISOTOX Garden Spray M 


leave 


Easy as watering. Apply ISOTOX 
with ORTHO Sprayette (garden 
hose attachment). Water pressure 
does the work —ISOTOX does the 
job — gets rid of destructive bugs. 







Improved 


ISOTOX 


Garden Spray M 


Contains Lindane, 
Malathion & DDD 


T. M.°S REG, U.S.PAT. OFF,: ISOTOX, ORTHO 
CALIFORNIA SPRAY-CHEMICAL CORP., RICHMOND, CALIF. 





ROLGUT PRUNERS 
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WORLD’S FINEST PRUNER 
Made in England—now available to Amer- 
ican gardeners. Highest quality Sheffield 
steel blade—cuts with incredible ease—lasts 
a lifetime. Now equipped with new pat- 
ented quick-release press-button fastener. 
Highest awards Royal Horticultural Society 
and National Rose Society of England. 
$2.95 Postpaid 


GRO-QUICK SALES 





Dept. A-2, 10342 Lanark, Detroit 24, Mich. 





FLOWER GROWER 


— 


STEPHANOTIS — Cuttings of well- 
ripened wood root readily in a closed 
case at 70°. Root in a mixture of sand 
and peatmoss. This climber produces 
starry white blooms whose sweet fra- 
grance fills the greenhouse. 


ALLAMANDA—Take cuttings of half- 
ripened wood with at least 2 or 3 
joints. Root in sand or soil at a tem- 
perature of 65°. This is one of the 
showiest climbers and produces large 
yellow or purple funnel-shaped blooms. 
Varieties suited for the small green- 
house include: A. neriifolia and A. vio- 
lacea. 


BOUGAINVILLEA — Take cuttings 
5 or 6 inches long and root in propa- 
gating bed or small pots of peatmoss 


and sand. Plants should be transferred | 


to 5- or 6-inch pots when rooted. They 
will bloom the following April. The 


flowers are inconspicuous, but the large | 
make a 


bracts which surround them 
brilliant display in late spring. 


IXORA—Cuttings of half-ripened wood 
should be taken with four pairs of 
leaves. 
peatmoss or in vermiculite at 
6-inch pots. Firm potting is essential. 
Blooms appear in dense, widespread- 
ing clusters in white, deep red through 
all shades of scarlet, and orange. 


AFRICAN-VIOLETS — Leaf-Cuttings | 


now will produce 4-inch flowering 


plants by February or March. Grow at | 


60° minimum temperature. 


STEVIA—Cuttings started in April 
will give you flowers in December and 
January. This plant can be grown out 
in the garden during the summer or, 
if you prefer, carried in the greenhouse 
in pots. 


PENTAS LANCEOLATA — Cuttings 
of half-mature wood root readily at 
70°. Transfer to 3-inch pots, then move 
to 5’s before plants become pot-bound. 
This compact shrub bears twenty or 
more tubular flowers in a flat, 3-inch 
cluster. Colors are lilac, white and deep 
crimson. 


TRICHOSPORUM PULCHRUM 
(AESCHYNANTHUS) — Cuttings of 
firm growth, 3 inches long, root in a 
closed case at 80°. Transfer to 3-inch 
pots, then to 5’s or hanging baskets be- 


tore pots become filled with roots. 


Four or five plants set in an 8-inch | 


basket provide a quick show. The thick 
glossy leaves are a splendid back- 
ground for the beautiful curved tubu- 
lar blooms which are scarlet with a 
yellow throat.¢ 
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Root in a mixture of sand and | 
to ee 
Rooted cuttings should be shifted to | 
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MODEL D-3 THREE SECTION 
Each Everlite model has years more gar- 
dening pleasure engineered IN because 
time-consuming maintenance chores are 


engineered OUT. There’s nothing to rust or 
rot... nothing to paint or repair. An all- 
aluminum Everlite ““Garden Under Glass” 
not only extends your hobby over the full 
twelve months of the year, but makes every 
single hour of your gardening time produc- 
tive. Everlite prices start at $187.50 and the 
first cost is the last cost. 


1t'2 all play aud ue work 


CURVED EAVE 


ALUMINUM 
GREENHOUSE 


You can easily and quickly put together 
this beautiful, completely prefabricated home 
conservatory. It will bring you a lifetime of 
pleasure and is a handsome addition that will 
increase the value of the finest home. 

Write today for free copy of Your Garden 
Under Glass and price list No. FG-55 which 
give full details of all Everlite models, as well 
as automatic gas and oil heating systems; 
Transite benches and other Everlite accesso- 
ries. Enjoy your Everlite right away by using 
our convenient budget payment plan. 


EVERLITE—More than just a greenhouse . . . a lifetime investment in gardening pleasure! 


Aluminum Greenhouses, Duc. 


14615 LORAIN AVENUE 





Plant ZONAL Geraniums in 
Beds - Borders - Urns - Boxes 


Order from Colors listed. 
We ship named varieties. 


Double Dark Red 
Double Bright Red 
Double White 
Double Deep Pink 
Double Salmon Pink 
Double Light Pink 


50 for $43.50 


35¢ each—10 for $3 


Shipped Postpaid 
Satisfaction Guar- 
anteed. 





Write Today For 
FREE 
CATALOG 
just ready, list- 
ing all Gerani- 
ums and House §f 
Plants. | 


e CLEVELAND 11, OHIO 


ePOT GROWN 
®SOIlL ON ROOTS 
®wiil BLOOM SOON 


“For a new thrill of pleasure in 
your grounds and garden, plant our 
fine ZONAL GERANIUMS ... in 
Beds for mass color, or as bright 
accent along walks, in front of 
Evergreen plantings, etc. We send 
extra nice plants 4 to 8 inches tall, 


in paper pots. Will bloom soon.” 





P.O. BOX 48-D 


WILSON BROS. ROACHDALE, INDIANA 














Wayside 


UNUSUAL 


NEW 


INTRODUCTIONS 


Wayside’s new Spring Catalog can bring you more excitement, 
more lasting beauty and more value for your money than you 
ever dreamed possible. This famous nursery, a most carefully 
supervised, offers a splendid and most complete selection of 
worthwhile new shrubs, roses, bulbs and hardy 


root-strength plants. 





New CAMPANULA, Wedgewood 


CEN gel tak 
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“Pedigreed” 


NEW ROSES 


Charlie McCarthy. Rare new Polyantha rose. Irresistible as its spritely name- 


sake. Sturdy, 


rounded, 18” high bushes produce unending profusion of 
dainty 1” 


pure white flowers. Resembles a glistening snowbank. 

Queen Elizabeth. First Grandiflora to win AARS award. Exquisite flowers 
of delicate pure pink have glossy, deep green foliage. Single roses and clusters 
are carried on long, almost thornless stems. Fine for cutting. 


NEW SHRUBS 


Tamarix, Pink Cascade. Gorgeous new shrub blooms when few other shrubs 
are in flower. From July to September, cascading panicles of flesh-pink blooms 
are carried well above rich blue-green foliage. 

Abeliophyllum, Distichum. This rare and very early flowering shrub will 
give you a foretaste of Spring. In mild climates, compact, 3-foot plants are 


transformed during: February into a mass of white blossoms similar to 
Forsythia. Perfect for small gardens. 


NEW PERENNIALS 


New 
DICENTRA 





Bountiful 


Campanula, Wedgewood, Finest dwarf to date. A “gem of 
a plant” that is destined to be tremendously popular. Dozens of 
brilliant, violet-blue flowers on rigid stems look skyward from 
a cushion of deep green foliage. 

Dicentra, Bountiful. Hardy, perpetual flowering, new “Bleed- 
ing Heart’ blooms continuously all summer. In May, and again 
in the Fall, it reaches its peak, producing 30 to 40 stalks of 


Shasta Daisy, Cobham Gold. First break from white. Lovely 
flowers, fully 4” 
yellow enhanced by double row of creamy-white guard petals. 
Blooms freely until frost. 


across, have high crested centers of fine, pale 


Veronicas, Baccarole (deep rose-pink), Minuet (dusty-pink), 


Pavane (clear pink). Three graceful, new, English varieties of 
exceptional beauty. Completely hardy. Ideal for borders. Bloom 





dainty, fuchsia-red flowers. 





POLYANTHA 
Charlie 
McCarthy 


73 MENTOR AVE., 


lavishly during July and August. 


SEND FOR THE 
WORLD’S FINEST 
HORTICULTURAL 
BOOK-CATALOG 


The worthwhile new things shown & ~ 
above are but a few of the many new ana by 
wonderful introductions offered in Way- ~'« 
side’s 1955 Spring Catalog. Almost 200 ] 
pages, filled with hundreds of natural 
color illustrations of the newest and best 
roses, flowering shrubs, rare bulbs and 
hardy “Pedigreed”’ plants. Complete cul- 
tural directions for each item. To be sure 
you get your copy, it is necessary that 
you enclose with your request 50¢, 
coin or stamps, to cover postage and 
handling costs. 


MENTOR, OHIO 





Wasyside| A 
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New 
SHASTA 
DAISY 
Cobham Gold 
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EDITORIAL BOARD 
JOHN R. WHITING 


MONTAGUE FREE 


F. F. ROCKWELL 
MARJORIE P. JOHNSON 
WILLIAM L. MEACHEM 


F YOU ARE EVER ASKED TO REPORT on your steward- 
| ship of close to a quarter-century on a single job, 

you will know how I felt when the Editor asked 
for a story on twenty years of writing FLOWER 
GRoOwER’S “Plants Out-of-the-Ordinary”. 

My first thought was that it could not possibly 
be twenty years, but when I checked my FLOWER 
Grower file, I found that my first copy was in the 
June 1934 issue, and that is over twenty years ago. 
My second thought was: Man, you're getting old! 
And that sent me to the doctor for a_ physical 
checkup. The psychiatrist comes next! After careful 
thumping, probing, listening and looking, the funereal- 
looking gentleman rendered 
the opinion that the old 
body was remarkably well 
preserved, considering the 
fact that it had gone through 
twenty years of “Plants Out- 
of-the-Ordinary.” His final re- 
mark, “Watch your crotcheti- 
ness,” makes me wonder if the 
ordeal has not taken more out 
of me than a mere physical 
checkup would reveal. It has 
been a lot of fun, however, 
for I have worked with some 
splendid editors. 

When the “Plants Out-of-the-Ordinary” department 
made its debut, doughty, dour Madison Cooper was 
at the helm. And he was a very good skipper, too, as 
thousands of our older readers will remember. Wit- 
ness, too, the phenomenal growth from the few pages 
of the first MODERN GLADIOLUS GROWER to the 
larger FLOWER GROWER, which he turned over to 
other hands when advancing age caused him to ease 
up a bit. 

Those of us who have watched its evolution from 
the first puny effort into the giant it now is, see a 
future of continuing steady growth. I am grateful 
for the privilege I’ve had of adding in a small way to 
this progress. 

Looking back at my first column, I note that of the 
nine plants I praised rather enthusiastically, only one, 
Salvia Horminum, has attained any great popularity 
in gardens. That is not a very good batting average 





C. W. Wood with a few of his garden books. 
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Twenty Years of Plants Qut-of-the-Ordinary ee ee 
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for old man Wood. It must be that my judgment was 
at fault, for surely all of the thousands of FLOWER 
GROWER readers who see my column cannot be 
wrong. Perhaps they were too burdened with worries 
to try anything out-of-the-ordinary. 

Yet, as I look back on the page now, at least two 
of the plants, Rocky Mountain flowering raspberry 
(Rubus deliciosus) and Horner's lungwort (Mer- 
tensia Horneri), could well be recommended as addi- 
tions to any modern garden. Horner’s lungwort, with 
its short-stemmed, sky-blue flowers, which come with 
the melting of the snow, would surely cheer the winter- 
weary spirit of the most impatient gardener. Since 
writing the note twenty years 
ago, I have investigated the 
plant quite fully and find that 
it is not only hardy, even in 
the severe climate here in 
northern Michigan, but that it 
is quite permanent if it is put 
where the hose will not reach 
it after it goes dormant. 

Before going on to what is, 
perhaps, of more importance 
than out-of-the-ordinary plants 
—trends in horticulture dur- 
ing the period covered by 
these notes and a glimpse or 
two into the future—I should like to recall for a 
moment another item, lepachys, which I mentioned 
in my column twenty years ago last November. | 
wrote: “Although not uncommon, it (lepachys) has 
never had the attention in America, where it is 
native to the prairies from Canada to Texas, which 
it deserves.” And that still holds true! 

I remember that I once thought that our neglect 
of this worthy plant, Lepachys columnaris, was going 
to be corrected. I had a contract with Edward Vick 
to grow 4 pounds of seed of the variety, pulcherrima, 
the one with wholly brownish purple petals, to be 
used as a premium in an advertising venture. But 
it never made a ripple on the horticultural waters. 
Incidentally, if you want to test my judgment in 
plant values get the one with brownish purple ray 
petals rather than yellow. 

On the other hand, my judgment [SEE paGe 131) 
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Answers to Nine Basic Questions 








on the Culture of Garden Chrysanthemums 


Chrysanthemums: what you 


What will chrysanthemums add to my garden? 


First of all, they will add lots of color when it is 
needed most—from late summer, when most flowers begin 
to wane, until the first killing frost in late fall. And the 
color range of chrysanthemums is by no means limited 
for it includes many shades of purple, red, pink, bronze, 
yellow and white. Throughout the whole season they 
will also add the rich, deep green of their foliage. 
And, what is of great importance to any gardener, chrys- 
santhemums require a minimum of care and, with a little 
protection, will come up each year. 


Where should | buy my plants? When? 


Many of the large nurseries that sell trees, flowering 
shrubs, bulbs and so forth also sell chrysanthemums. 
There are also many nurseries that specialize in chrys- 
anthemums. If it is necessary to order plants from a 
nursery some distance away, don't be concerned about 
the condition of the plants when they arrive, for chrysan- 
themums, if packed carefully, ship exceptionally well. If 
you live in an area where the winters are severe, buy 
plants from a nursery that specializes in varieties that 
withstand unusually cold temperatures. 

Since chrysanthemums are best planted in the spring, 
they should be ordered as soon as you make your selec- 
tions. If you get your order in early, you will have a 
better chance of obtaining the varieties you want. 


What are the best varieties for me to buy? 


Before you order your chrysanthemums, study the 
catalogs carefully, noting the blooming date, height and 
color of each variety. When making your selections, it 
is particularly important to pick varieties that will extend 
the period of bloom. Therefore, be sure to include some 
early-blooming and late-blooming varieties in your order. 

Here are a few varieties that are dependable and very 
popular. You couldn’t go wrong in choosing any one 
of them: ALERT (20 in., mid-Sept., purple); PATRICIA 
LEHMAN (26 in., late Sept., peach); TANAGER (30 in., 
early Sept., crimson); CHAs. NYE (24 in., late Sept., yel- 
low); Rep VeLveT (24 in., early Oct., crimson); BETTY 
(32 in., early Oct., pink); SEAGULL (27 in., early Sept., 
white); Dr. L. E. LONGLEY (22 in., late Sept., orchid); 
CARNIVAL (28 in., early Oct., bronze). 

For the edge of a walk, driveway or chrysanthemum 
border, the low-growing “cushion” chrysanthemums would 
be more appropriate. These plants are mound-shaped, 
grow only 10 to 15 inches high and cover themselves with 
blooms. Some of the most reliable cushion varieties are 
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POWDER PuFF (white, early Sept.); BowL oF GOLD (yel- 
low, mid-Sept.); JANET (salmon, early Aug.); VIOLET 
STAR (purple, early Oct.); AMELIA (pink, late Sept.); 
GOLDEN Carpet (yellow, mid-Sept.); MAROON STAR 
(deep red, early Oct.); and SALMON CUSHION (salmon 
pink, mid-Sept.). 


Where should | plant my chrysanthemums? 


There are many places around the home where chrys- 
anthemums can be well used. They may be planted before 
a border of shrubs (such as the foundation planting), 
in a garden of perennials or in a bed by themselves. The 
cushion varieties may be also used to edge a driveway. 

Chrysanthemums are not particular about the soil they 
grow in, but since they do grow better in a loamy, well- 
drained soil, it’s only common sense to provide this, if 
possible. If your soil has a lot of clay or sand in it, 
work in some compost or peatmoss when you prepare 
the bed. Chrysanthemums prefer full sun all day but 
they will grow satisfactorily if they receive full sun for 
only six hours each day. 


How do | plant my chrysanthemums? 


At least one week before you plant your chrysanthe- 
mums you must prepare the bed. This extra week will 
allow time for the soil to settle. To prepare the bed spade 
the soil to a depth of 8 or 10 inches and mix in compost 
and peatmoss if the soil is predominantly clay or sand. 
After doing this, level the bed and water it thoroughly. 

When your plants arrive, inspect them to see if they 
have dried out any in shipment. If they have, freshen 
them up by sprinkling with water or by standing them 
in shallow water in a pail. Then let them stand overnight. 
Before planting add a complete fertilizer (such as 5-10-5 
at the rate of 4 pounds per 100 square feet) to the 
planting bed. Space the plants about 10 inches apart. 
The cushion chrysanthemums, which spread somewhat, 
should be spaced slightly farther apart. For the best 
effect group two or three plants of the same variety. 
This will form larger and more effective color masses. 
Water the plants after setting them out. 


How do | care for my chrysanthemums? 


The first thing that you must do is supply the plants 
with adequate water. This is particularly important dur- 
ing the critical one- to two-week period while the plants 
are becoming established. The best way to water them 
is to make a saucer-like depression around each plant, 
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by CAROL SUE UMBREIT 


should know to grow them 


lay the hose on the ground and then let the water flow 
over the bed. A thorough soaking done in this manner 
will be sufficient for at least a week, even during the 
hot, dry days of mid-summer. Chrysanthemums should 
not be sprinkled from overhead for this invites diseases. 

After the plants become established, they will grow 
rapidly. When they are 6 inches tall, pinch out the soft 
growing tip. The correct way to do this is illustrated 
below. This pinch will cause the plant to branch at the 
top. Later, when the lateral shoots are 6 inches long, 
they, too, are pinched. This procedure is continued until 
July 15. After this date pinching is undesirable because 
it will retard growth and flowering. If the plants are 
pinched correctly, they will be well-branched and bushy. 

Some varieties (not the low-growing cushion ones) may 
need to be staked, in spite of the fact that they were 
pinched to induce a bushy habit. Set the stakes out soon 
after planting, placing one about 2 inches from each 
plant. Drive the stake sufficiently deep to make it sturdy. 


Then, with some soft twine or raffia, tie the plant to the 
stake. The twine should be looped loosely around the 
stem but anchored securely to the stake. Then the plant 
will be held erect, but it will still be able to sway with 
the wind. For the easiest way to make this tie see 
the illustration below. When the plant gets a little taller, 
tie it again to the stake, this time farther up the stem. 
By the time the plant is in flower, it should be tied 
securely to the stake at three or four places. When the 
plants are heavy with bloom and the rain comes or the 
wind blows, you'll be glad your plants are well staked! 

If you had little choice and had to grow your chrys- 
anthemums in poor soil, apply a complete fertilizer to 
the soil in early August. If you use a 5-10-5 plant food, 
apply it at the rate of 2 pounds per 100 square feet. And 
if the soil is dry, soak it thoroughly after applying the 
fertilizer. This will prevent burning the plants. 

To keep down the weeds in the bed, you can apply a 
mulch of leafmold or peatmoss or you [SEE PAGE 149] 


SIX IMPORTANT STEPS IN THE CULTURE OF CHRYSANTHEMUMS 
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PINCHING. The soft growing tip of a 6- STAKING. Many varieties need support. DISBUDDING. For an extra large bloom 
inch plant is removed to induce branching. Note how plant is tied loosely to stake. all buds are removed except the top one. 
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DIVIDING. Vigorous plants are sepa~ TAKING CUTTINGS. For extra plants ROOTING CUTTINGS. New cuttings 
rated from clump and will be replanted. slips are taken from plants and rooted. (left) form roots (right) in a few weeks. 
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GARDEN LIGHTING 
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NIGHTTIME VIEW from picture window makes blinds 
unnecessary. Floodlights beneath the window are focused 
on a wooded grove, etching trees against the darkness. 


OU DON’T KNOW YOUR GARDEN until you've seen it 

lighted at night. It develops a new personality, 

completely different from its daytime look. Lighting 
gives you more hours for outdoor living. The barbecue 
is not abandoned as nighttime falls, and you may garden 
in the cool of the evening. The teen-agers play games on 
the lawn. Guests find your house and safely navigate 
the steps and path to your door. FLOWER GROWER has 
looked into the ways to go about installing lights and into 
the types of equipment available to you. Here are the 
findings: 

The development that brings garden lighting within 
the reach of everyone is the waterproof extension cord 
with its moisture-proof connections. From an electrical 
outlet, these cords may be laid over the ground, hidden 
among shrubs and flowers where they will not be walked 
upon. To them you may attach several lighting fixtures, 
some for beautiful lighting effects and others for safety, 
work and play. Fixtures for each of these purposes are 
weatherproof and wired ready to be plugged in. It is not 
necessary to lay numerous expensive cables to achieve 
results. Garden lighting has become as simple as lighting 
your living room. 

With these cords you do not need a weatherproof out- 





FLOODLIGHT under the eve of a house provides moon- 
light glow and reflects off stonewall. Spotlight concealed in 
back of wall places dramatic emphasis on small dogwood. 
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door outlet. Open a window an inch or two and place 
a piece of board in the opening. Drill a hole in the board 
and run your weatherproof extension cord through it to 
an indoor plug. This is a temporary set-up and may 
be used for parties and occasional garden illumination. 
Once you have experienced garden lighting, however, 
you will want a permanent installation. 

For a permanent installation, at least one waterproof 
outdoor outlet is necessary. You may be able to plug in 
your outlet on an existing circuit in the garage or house, 
depending upon how many lights you plan to use. Be 
careful not to overload the circuit. (An average circuit 
carries about 1500 watts.) Your electrical contractor can 
advise you if you should have a separate circuit, in which 
case it will originate at the distribution panel in your 
house. 

From this circuit you can have an outlet on your terrace, 
another for a step light and others for the garden. Plan 
carefully and by using plug-in fixtures one outlet may 
allow you to have lighting in all these locations. For a 
permanent installation, neoprene direct burial cables are 
run underground to an outlet box which may be attached 
to a tree or building, or left free-standing as in the dia- 
gram on page 85. Experiment with a temporary installa- 
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Here is what you need to know 


to live in your garden 
after dark. Lighting is for 
beauty, safety, work and play 
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MAYNARD PARKER 


REFLECTED LIGHT from a pure white brick wall 
subtly illuminates a California porch. The effect is 
achieved with ¢eiling lights directed on wall planter. 


PHOTOGRAPHS FOR FLOWER GROWER BY COTTSCHO-SCHLEISNER 
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SPATIAL DESIGN is made more evident at night as 
lighting shows the lawn fading into the distance. By 
highlighting, trees are brought to a foreground position. 


CONCEALED BY DARKNESS, unsightly distant view 
is forgotten at night as lights transform a palm group 
into an oasis when viewed from patio of a Florida home 


FOR MORE ON GARDEN LIGHTING, TURN PAGE 





[CONTINUED] 


Garden lighting may be installed on a permanent or temporary basis 


TERRACE LAMP for reading and general illumination shows 
that good design is available in outdoor fixtures. This lamp 
by Lightolier sells for about $40; is fully weatherproof. 


tion as mentioned previously to find the most advantageous 
locations for permanent outlets. Aim to get as great a 
distribution of lights from one outlet as possible. 

Local regulations vary, and your cable laying and 
wiring may have to meet the specifications of an elec- 
trical code. Generally it is best to have an electrician 
attend to all wiring jobs for your permanent installation 
or your electrical service company may give you free 
advice or assistance. Many homeowners dig their own 
cable trenches and after their electrician has installed the 
cable and had it inspected by underwriters, fill it in, thus 
saving considerable expense. All necessary equipment, in- 
cluding the lighting fixtures, is available from your 
electrical supply dealer. If you shop for good inexpensive 
waterproof fixtures, dig and cover your own trenches, you 
can have an installation for as little as $30 to $40. 

Whether you have a permanent installation or a tem- 
porary one for this year, remember that when you plug 
in fixtures or replace bulbs, you should do it in a dry 
garden. After each of your lamps has been plugged in, 
turn on the electricity, and if you place a light in your 
pool, do it before you turn on the current. 


Lighting Fixtures 


As you shop for lighting fixtures you will find that 
they are rugged and weatherproof, designed for year- 
round use and to fill any requirement. Terrace and path 
lights require only ordinary bulbs, while those for work 
and play areas and for garden picture effects for general 
illumination require 150-watt or larger PAR spot or flood 
lamps. Most fixtures are portable with stands or spikes 
that are merely stuck in the ground where you want 
them. Spotlights may be attached to trees and buildings, 
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MUSHROOM FIXTURE directs light on steps and does not 
shine in your eyes. Will illuminate an area 20 feet in di- 
ameter and is spiked into the ground. Retails at about $8. 


and the fixtures may be turned at any angle. Designs 
by many manufacturers are now comparable to the good 
design found in indoor lamps. Simple floodlights, com- 
pletely wired and ready to be plugged in, sell for as 
litte as $3.00. Few of the even elaborate fixtures cost 
more than $15.00, and the majority you will find in 
the middle price range. You can be economical and still 
have attractive and serviceable lighting. 

Outdoor illumination requires little current. One 150- 
watt flood PAR bulb will illuminate about 1200 square 
feet of area of trees 40 feet away if used in one of the 
sleek bullet-type reflectors, and the trees thus lighted 
will glow as if a bright moon were shining upon them. 
One 150-watt lamp will illuminate a game or parking area 
about 40 by 40 feet. Just an ordinary 60-watt bulb in a 
mushroom or one of the ornamental-type fixtures beside 
a path will light up an area 20 feet in diameter. While 
these are safety lights, they also throw interesting lights 
on the lawn and shrubs. 

You don’t have to depend on manufactured fixtures 
for your lighting, but you must know something about 
wiring and electricity to improvise your own. Water- 
proof cord and sockets are available to place in fixtures 
of your own invention. Outdoor Christmas lights may also 
be used in ingenious ways. If this spring you finally get 
around to building a “good flight” of steps that you 
have always needed, there are fixtures you can build 
right into the ramps on either side of the steps. 


Lighting for Beauty 


Lighting brings out colors in your flowers that you 
have never noticed before, and foliage patterns and tex- 
tures are suddenly evident as the lights go [SEE PAGE 133 








Spot light with 
a ground spike. 


Louvered post 
and step light. 





Adjustable tree lights. 


CENERAL ELECTRIC 


SINGLE LAMP GAME LIGHT has adjustable lamp and 
can be moved to any location and spiked into the ground. 
Has extendable pole, weatherproof cord. Sells for about $8. Mushroom-type path 


and step lights. 


CAST BOX 
OUTDOOR DUPLEX OUTLET 
WEATHERPROOF OUTLET COVER 
GALVANIZED CONDUIT 
COUPLING 
WATERTIGHT CONNECTOR 
CABLE A non-glare b ul I et 
“ lamp for spot lighting. 





Terrace lamp with 
non-glare reflector. 





PROTECTIVE BOARD 





Lr 
, 3 FINE SOIL OR SAND 





WEATHERPROOF OUTLET is economical to install. Di- 
rect burial cable placed in a trench gives a permanent 
source of electricity. See below for a way to use outlet. 
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DRAWINGS BY LINDA MURPHY 


TYPICAL GARDEN LIGHTING FIXTURES 


@ See your electrical supply dealer for fixtures to fill 
your garden-lighting needs. He may not have fixtures 
identical to those shown above, but he will have similar 
ones and other types as well. FLOWER GROWER selected 
these in the belief that they will fill most of your lighting 





EXTENSION CORDS from the outlet shown above link 
several fixtures to one permanent source of electricity. 
The fixtures may be moved or brought indoors as desired. 


requirements. If you cannot find the fixtures you want, 
we will send you a list of manufacturers, and your 
dealer should be able to order them for you. 
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The Silver-bell 


by ROBERT S. LEMMON 


lina), look upward through the loose network of branches at the 

little white bell-shaped flowers peeping from among the pale green 
leaves. The most important home-grounds value of silver-bell is that 
its blooms can best be seen from below. This is a rare characteristic 
for any flowering tree or shrub. 

From a distance the blooms are much less in evidence, so the best 
location for this picturesque little tree is one that is conveniently accessi- 
ble. Frequently a long flower or shrub border can be handsomely 
terminated by a silver-bell. It also looks extremely well against a 
background of large evergreens. 

The Carolina silver-bell is a native of the South, from West Virginia 
to Florida and westward to Texas. For all its Southern background, it 
can withstand winter nights when the mercury drops a few degrees 
below zero. It is hardy as far north as Massachusetts and New York 
State. In its natural range it reaches a height of 30 feet, but when grow- 
ing in the North, it may be only half as tall and frequently is more 
like a bush than a tree. 

Silver-bells have another advantage in being virtually free of insect 
and disease troubles, in addition to requiring little, if any, pruning. They 
do appreciate plenty of humus and a reasonable amount of moisture in 
the soil, but special feeding, winter protection, spraying and dusting 
rarely enter into their cultural picture. 

In case a bit of cutting does become advisable to keep a particular 

branch from getting out of hand, do it immediately after the blossoms 
FLOWERS WA have gone by in order to avoid needless sacrifice of the following season’s 
bs bloom. The flowers, you see, are borne only on twig growth of the 
previous year. The buds form in late summer and early fall and then 
remain dormant until the ensuing winter has passed. 

Autumn adds several modest but pleasing assets to the value of this 
rather informal tree. First, its pointed, elliptical leaves, some of them 
nearly 6 inches long, become a soft yellow before they fall; and when 
they have dropped, you notice, perhaps for the first time, the warm 
ruddy brown of the bark, which is often striped with [SEE PAGE 135] 


Tie SPRING, WHEN YOU SEE the Carolina silver-bell (Halesia caro- 
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SEED PODS IN WINTER IN SPRING 


DRAWINGS FOR FLOWER CROWER BY ALLIANORA ROSSE 





a progress report on... 


Glenn Dale 


-Azaleas 


by DAVID G. LEACH 


NATIONALLY-KNOWN AZALEA SPECIALIST 


HE GLENN DALE HYBRID AZALEAS were launched in a 
" [ "csnnonade of almost unparalleled publicity a few years 

ago. A sensation at the large flower shows, they were 
the talk of horticultural circles throughout the country. 
Garden writers here and abroad paid them such glowing 
tribute that the supply of available plants vanished over- 
night. Any azalea with a Glenn Dale label was eagerly 
purchased. 

Today the Glenn Dale azaleas are suffering from a 
hang-over of misunderstanding, confusion and abuse. Their 
neglect is depriving gardeners of some of the finest achieve- 
ments of the plant breeders’ art. Let us see why the Glenn 
Dale hybrids as a group have failed to achieve the popu- 
larity of their early promise. 

These azaleas are of the type whose leaves persist 
over winter, a popular attribute with gardeners from Boston 
far into the Deep South. They are the creation of B. Y. 
Morrison, former head of the United States Plant Intro- 
duction Garden at Glenn Dale, Maryland. In an article 
that appeared in the April, 1952, issue of FLOWER GROWER, 
Mr. Morrison described his splendid goal for the enrich- 
ment of gardens in intermediate climates, such as that of 
the Washington, D. C., area, when he selected 450 va- 
rieties from 75,000 seedlings grown from his crosses. 

Practically all specialists now sorrowfully agree that far 

too many similar varieties were introduced and that they 
varied widely in garden value. Mr. Morrison has pointed 
out that less than 1 per cent of the seedlings were selected 
for commercial introduction. He has implied that he ex- 
pects the list of varieties which bloom at different sea- 
sons to be reduced by testing to those which are locally = rath Digpen ore 
adaptable in various districts. The unfortunate short-range PRIMARILY Fos WARM — a ye vere 
effect has been, however, that professional growers and ee ee 
home gardeners alike have foundered in a sea of almost 
500 different sorts. The hardy types have been confused 
with the tender ones. Those which lack vigor in some 
regions have given their reputation to those which have 
abundant vigor. The varieties which have good foliage 
have never been tried, because others have failed to please. 
Typical now is the procedure of the largest commercial 
producer of Glenn Dale azaleas in the capital district who 
is in the process of reducing his listings to a manageable 
50 of the best of the 450 originally introduced. 

Unfortunately, some of the Glenn Dale azaleas have not 
been hardy even in the Washington region. In New Jersey, 
where most of the East’s largest azalea nurseries are con- 
centrated, many of the leading wholesale producers have 
declined to propagate the Glenn Dales because they are 
not satisfied with their hardiness. But anyone who sees 
the magnificent performance of these azaleas at famed 
Longwood Gardens near Philadelphia, in private gardens 


in northeastern New Jersey and even in Connecticut is DISTINCTIVELY MARKED, the flowers range in color 
soon searching for an answer to the apparent [SEE PAGE 128] from white 


So ae Ser 


= ee 


TYPICAL LARGE FLOWERS of the Glenn Dale 
azaleas gracefully cover well-established plants. 


through pink to red. Measure 3 inches. 
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West Coast 


AZALEAS ARE POPULAR PLANTS from 
Seattle to Southern California. They 
are not difficult to grow if properly se- 
lected and properly cared for. Grow 
in peatmoss fertilized with cottonseed 
meal, using 100 pounds of meal to one 
bale of peat. Light compost, sand and 
oak leafmold may be mixed with the 
peat in heavy soils. In the fog area, 
cottonseed meal, the base of most acid 
fertilizers, is likely to form mold. If 
this occurs, substitute fish emulsion. 
Keep plants moist but not wet. Water 
before and after feeding and never feed 
just before or during the flowering 
period. Propagate by using ripened 
wood cuttings in midsummer or by 
layering. Do not disturb the shallow 
roots when you cultivate. 

In Southern California, azaleas should 
be given some shade. A slope where 
live oaks grow is an ideal location for 


azaleas. Do not plant them, however, 
under shallow-rooted trees such as 
acacias. When tree roots smother 


azaleas, the plants must be lifted and 
reset with peat, sand and fertilizer 
added to the soil. Azaleas are popular 
in Southern California as pot and patio 
plants and for edging pools. If Colo- 
rado River water turns the foliage yel- 
low, use an acid fertilizer to counteract 
its effect but do not overdo this. Pul- 
verized magnesium limestone also re- 
lieves alkaline water trouble. Planting 
should be done in late fall and through 
the winter, the plants set so that the 
soil around them is no higher than the 
roct ball. Feed after blooming with 
one of the special azalea fertilizers and 
repeat the application with two other 
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feedings at six-week intervals. Follow 
package directions. 

In the Northwest, give attention to 
good drainage. Avoid deep planting and 
never Over water. Most azaleas will 
take full sun. In sun, they flower pro- 
fusely and need more food and water 
than those in semi-shade. Deciduous 
azaleas do particularly well in the 
Northwest. Plant them when danger 
of frost is past. Thrips and red spider 
bother in the Northwest, but you can 
help prevent this by washing the top 
and bottom of the foliage each morn- 
ing. Use nicotine or rotenone for 
thrips; dust with a miticide for red 
spider. Feed the plants once after 
flowering and give one more feeding 
six weeks later. 


Kurume azaleas bloom more pro- 
fusely than the indicas. They have 
smaller flowers and are hardier. Indicas 


make good pot plants and can be shaped 
by pinching. They form closely-knit 
bushes with dark [SEE PAGE 146] 


North Central 


BEAUTIFUL AZALEAS are grown in the 
North Central states in spite of two 
handicaps in growing them. The first 
is well understood and does not need 
elaborate discussion: we are largely in 
limestone country and azaleas demand 
acid soil. The second and far more seri- 
ous handicap is that of mycorrhiza. In 
azalea country, mycorrhizal fungi are 
taken for granted, but in the Midwest 
the gardener needs to be told that all of 
the acid-soil plants, including broad- 
leaved evergreens, blueberries and 


AZALEAS coast 


azaleas, depend upon these highly spe- 
cialized soil fungi that surround the 
roots and even grow into the root 
pores for their growth. Without my- 
corrhiza, acid-soil plants survive feebly 
but don’t thrive. The fungi live in soils 
high in organic matter, but cannot re- 
produce themselves unless growing on 
a plant root. To a considerable degree, 
therefore, acid-soil plant culture in the 
Midwest becomes a culture of mycor- 
rhiza. 

To grow azaleas in the Midwest, we 
need a soil high in organic matter, that 
contains mycorrhiza and is acid. Im- 
ported peatmoss is a good source of 
organic matter because it is acid. Do- 
mestic peat should be avoided for 
azaleas because it is often alkaline. 
Many gardeners depend upon oak leaf 
mould because they think this will 
solve their problem but are amazed 
when their plants die. True, the leachate 
or run-off from decaying oak leaves 
is strongly acid, but after the leaf 
mould is thoroughly leached, a neu- 
tral mould remains. Always check pH 
(the degree of soil acidity) with a 
simple kit available for a dollar or two. 

If the soil is still not acid after mix- 
ing in peatmoss, a treatment with chemi- 
cals will be necessary to reduce the pH. 
The buffering action of our fine prairie 
soils is tremendous even after we add 
as much as 25 per cent of the total 
volume of the soil in peat. Preparation 
of the soil should be to a depth of 24 
inches. Be sure the planting bed is 
underlaid with coarse gravel or other 
good drainage material. This prevents 
the too rapid rise of soil water from 
below the treated area. Such water will 
be alkaline and leaves enough lime to 
cause trouble. Earthworms are also 
troublesome in maintaining an acid soil 
in the Midwest because their castings are 
usually alkaline and they, too, gradually 
change the reaction of the soil. Treating 
the soil with chlordane will eliminate 
them and several other soil-borne pests. 
Our domestic water supplies are almost 
always alkaline, and while this is not as 
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serious aS many persons feel, since the 
amount of suspended mineral matter 
in 100 gallons of water may be less 
than a teaspoonful and can be neu- 
tralized easily, it can result in a very 
high or alkaline pH [SEE PAGE 143] 


East Central 


ONE OF THE DIFFICULTIES in growing 
azaleas in many areas west of the Ap- 
palachians, in western Pennsylvania and 
Ohio for example, is that the soil is 
not naturally acid and is quite often 
alkaline. In addition to this, much of 
the water supply is hard so that it 
quickly counteracts any artificial acidi- 
fication of the soil. This should not pre- 
vent you from enjoying azaleas, how- 
ever. For those areas where the soil 
is not naturally acid, best results are 
usually obtained by planting the azaleas 
in pure acid peatmoss. This should be 
at least a few inches beneath the roots 
and 6 inches or more on each side of 
the root ball. 

When azaleas are planted where the 
soil is not naturally acid and the water 
is hard, it is better to let them suffer 
from drought than water them with 
hard water. Even if you plant your 
azaleas in acid peatmoss, artificial 
acidification is advisable at least once 
a year, and two or three applications 
may be advisable if hard water is ap- 
plied. Use iron sulfate, also called 
copperas, which is inexpensive and 
usually easy to obtain. For soils that 
are neutral or slightly alkaline, apply 
6 ounces of iron sulfate per square 
yard. For soils slightly acid but which 
need to be made even more acid apply 


Spring and azaleas go together in most sec- 
tions of the United States. Ways to grow 
them vary from section to section, but the 
result is always a brilliant display. Natives, 


3 ounces per square yard. Apply the 
lighter amount and wait two weeks to 
see if the foliage becomes a dark green. 
If not, repeat the application. Just 
scatter the iron sulfate on the surface 
of the soil and let the rain wash it in. 

Azaleas may be grown in sun or 
shade, and if the hardy forms are used, 
wind should not be a limiting factor. 
For varieties of doubtful hardiness or 
for those growing in an east or north 
exposure, it may prove beneficial to 
reduce the amount of winter sun with 
natural or artificial shading. 

For very early bloom, about the 
same time as mid-season daffodils, try 
Azalea mucronulata. Its flowers are a 
pale rose-purple. Do not plant it in a 
frost pocket as late frosts [SEE PAGE 144] 


South Central 


I WANTED TO GROW AZALEAS twenty- 
two years ago when I returned to the 
Midwest after many years of enjoying 
the green-damp hills of Maryland. 
Most experienced St. Louis gardeners 
advised me to stick to iris and water- 
lilies. Those who had azaleas or had 
tried to grow them reported: “You can 
make them live, but the results will be 
poor. We have practically no rain dur- 
ing July and August, and day tempera- 
tures of 100 to 110° are accompanied 
by relative humidity of 20 to 25 per 
cent.” 

I bought two 24-inch plants of 
Azalea Hinodegeri and used % sand, 
¥3 peat and % garden soil to fill a hole 
30 inches in diameter and 24 inches 
deep for each plant. The soil was vir- 


exotics and hybrids of each are available. 
Here is what a specialist in your section has 
to say about them. 


tually 100 per cent yellow clay. The 
plants were set on the south side of my 
house, where they were protected after 
2:00 p.M. from the western sun by 
high shade from oak trees. These plants 
lived and bloomed. They did not in- 
crease much in size during the next 
two years, but they did bloom well, and 
I have continued to grow azaleas ever 
since. 

I read everything I could find about 
the needs of azaleas. I found, among 
other things, that they do not like much 
fertilizer, but will thrive if given cot- 
tonseed or soybean meal each year as 
soon as they have flowered. I was also 
interested in hearing that Martin Bagby, 
a supervisor for the Missouri Botani- 
cal Garden (Shaw’s Garden), mixes 
oak shavings with clay soil—a_ soil 
that tends to get a bit sticky when wet. 
He set some Mollis hybrid azaleas into 
this soil and added 4 inches more of 
oak shavings as a mulch to conserve 
moisture and to keep the roots as cool 
as possible. I saw the plants about 
four months after they [SEE PAGE 145] 


South Atlantic 


THE AZALEA GARDENS OF the South 
Atlantic: and Gulf Coast area are no- 
torious for their extravagant colors, and 
visitors from the North plan extensive 
tours to see them each spring. Spring 
and azaleas go together, and there are 
few serious gardeners in the South 
who do not want an azalea display of 
their own. 

Azaleas will grow in full sun, but 
the best situation is in partial shade; 
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zaleas coast to coast (continued !) 


as the old gardens demonstrate, an 
ideal location is under trees where the 
sunlight is filtered and where the sun 
cannot strike the plants directly after 
a freeze or while they are covered with 
frost. The planting season for azaleas 
extends from November to April, but 
most of them are planted during their 
flowering season, February and March. 

The soil should be acid, from 4.5 to 
5.5 pH. Some will tolerate a soil of 
lesser or higher acidity, but most will 
be happy in the range suggested. Two 
well-known agencies for making the 
soil acid are aluminum sulfate and sul- 
fur. The exact amount to apply is 
determined by a soil analysis, but the 
usual application is 4 to 5 pounds of 
aluminum sulfate or | to 2 pounds of 
sulfur to 100 square feet of bed. This 
quantity will usually bring the pH down 
about one point. 

Iron sulfate is sometimes used in 
cases of chlorosis (yellowing of the 
leaves), but the new iron chelates seem 
to give better results. 

The roots of azaleas are very small 
and grow in a mass. The soil should 
be exceptionally loose and friable so 
as to enable the root system to properly 
develop. A good soil is made by mixing 
2 parts of good garden [SEE PAGE 148] 


Middle Atlantic 


AZALEAS ARE STAGING a comeback 
from New York City to Washington, 
D. C. Their popularity is certain to 
increase as the word spreads that these 
distinctive shrubs can be reliable and 
permanent garden assets if they are 
wisely chosen. 

There is a rich, individual character 
to the graceful fountains of flowers 
produced by azaleas, but over a period 
of years many gardeners in the East 
reluctantly abandoned azaleas because 
they frequently languished and often 
eventually died. We know now that the 
first hybrids of our native West Coast 
azalea offered to the public were ill 
suited to our hot summers, and many 
of the Mollis hybrids, which were sold 
by the millions, dwindled away because 
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they required a higher level of con- 
stant moisture than most gardeners in 
the East could provide. The remainder 
were usually grafted plants, which are 
conspicuous in their failure to grow 
well here as compared with azaleas 
on their own roots. 

The introduction of marvelous new 
azalea hybrids from abroad and the 
current offering of selected forms of 
the native species with remarkable 
ornamental value have revived interest. 
Discriminating gardeners who have re- 
discovered azaleas now know to insist 
on own-root plants. 

For its early season of bloom, no 
man-made hybrid outshines Azalea 
Vaseyi alba, a stunning white-flowered 
variety of our North Carolina species 
that has recently been made commer- 
cially available. Here is an azalea which 
bears a faultless mantle of large, spark- 
ling white blossoms in early May. Its 
flowers complement innumerable wild 
flowers and the plant furnishes a hand- 
some background for them. Its leaves 
turn a lively crimson, an autumnal gift 
to the garden. Azalea Vaseyi eventually 
grows 12 feet tall in an irregular, up- 
right manner. It is hardy to 30° below 
zero and it is unquestionably one of 
the finest flowering shrubs in existence. 

The new Exbury azalea hybrids from 
England are among the triumphant hor- 
ticultural achievements of our genera- 
tion. They produce enormous, rounded 
rhododendron-like trusses of flowers in 
a color range of unparalleled brilliance 
and variety. Some of them are fragrant. 
The fall foliage is a fanfare of gold 
and red. They grow to a convenient 
height of about 5 feet, making them 
suitable for foundation planting and 
for small gardens where many azaleas 
are out of scale in their mature dimen- 
sions. 

Specialists have been watching the 
Exbury hybrids hopefully, eager to learn 
how well they will grow in the eastern 
United States. It will be years before 
they are all finally evaluated, but many 
are promising and seem certain to find 
an honored place in our gardens. Their 
blooming season extends a full two 
months from early May onward, the 
majority flowering in late May. 

CECILE represents the Exbury hy- 
brids at their jubilant best. The crisp 
flowers of squarish shape and heavy 
substance are an_ astonishing 4% 
inches in diameter, formed into an over- 
sized powder puff truss of appealing 
salmon-pink that instantly attracts the 
admiration of all who see it. It is a 
favorite of Major Peter [SEE PAGE 147] 


New England 


THERE ARE MANY excellent azaleas, 
natives of Europe and Asia as well as 
America, suitable for growing in New 
England. If I were limited to five, I 
think that my choice would be for 
four native American species and one 
Japanese. All have been thoroughly 
tried, all are easily available, and if 
all were used in the same garden, there 
would be azalea bloom for nearly six 
weeks. 

Like all members of their clan, they 
need acid soil, and a mulch of well- 
rotted oak leaves or pine needles ap- 
plied in the fall seems to be ideal for 
them and is all the winter protection 
they need. Sufficient moisture during 
summer droughts is necessary, but here, 
too, a good mulch of the above mate- 
rials or peatmoss would go a long way 
to preserve what moisture there is in 
the ground. They can all be used 
as specimens, for massing in the shrub 
border, or even singly in foundation 
plantings. They are bushy and can easily 
be kept that way by proper pruning. 

The pinkshell azalea, A. Vaseyi, is 
a native of the southeastern United 
States but is hardy in all but the coldest 
parts of northern New England. The 
flowers appear in mid-May, are a deli- 
cate pink (appearing before the leaves) 
and the plant can be grown in moist 
soils, although this is not necessary. 
It grows about 6 feet tall and is one 
of the very few azaleas with reddish- 
colored foliage in the fall. It is good 
aS a specimen or in massing. 

The torch azalea, A. obtusum Kaemp- 
feri, is a native of Japan and is hardy 
in the southern half of New England. 
It is valued because of its fiery red 
flowers in mid-May, and [SEE PAGE 144] 





@ While many authorities con- 
sider azaleas to belong to the 
genus rhododendron, most gar- 
deners and nurserymen think of 
them and lisi them under the 
generic name azalea. To help 
you avoid confusion when you ask 
your nurserymen for any of the 
species or named varieties men- 
tioned, we, too, have made the 
distinction and called them 
azaleas.—The editors. 














MCFARLAND 
THE BUSHY, almost ever-blooming rose, 
Hon. Lady Lindsay, can be used for hedges. 


BOBBINK & ATKINS 
THE FREE-FLOWERING climber Coral 
Creeper can be used as a ground cover. 


—— 
ROCHE 


FOR A COLOR ACCENT in the shrub 
border, plant May-blooming Nevada. 


There is a rose 


for every purpose 


by ROY E. 


O YOU HAVE A TRELLIS to cover, 
D a window box to fill or perhaps 
a spot in the rock garden to 
accent with color? Of all garden plants 
the rose is one of the most versatile. 
Today there are many types of roses 
from which to choose. They range 
from the 5- to 10-inch-tall miniatures 
for window boxes, pots, rock gardens 
or edging to the vigorous climbers 
and ramblers which are able to cover 
the side of a building or, if given ade- 
quate support, are adaptable to a variety 
of utilitarian as well as esthetic uses. 
Closely allied to the climbers and 
ramblers are the ground-cover types, 
which may be used to beautify an un- 
sightly bank. A well-established plant- 
ing will also prevent erosion, discour- 
age trespassing and reduce the weed 
population. 

There are several rose species, old 
roses and a few modern “bush” roses 
that are ideal for background, specimen 
or hedge planting. There is something 
extra special about a rose hedge that 
cannot be found in a hedge of any 


SHEPHERD 


other material. Its informal beauty 
appeals to everyone and during the 
flowering season it is attractive beyond 
expression. Whether in bloom or not, 
it is an effective barrier against both 
human and animal trespassers. 

The rose species, in particular, are 
well suited for naturalizing since they 
are the wild roses of the world and 
are not accustomed to pampering o1 
highly fertile soils. In fact there are 
several that actually prefer poor soils, 
and there is one, Rosa palustris, that 
will thrive in swampy ground. The 
blooms of rose species are usually 
single but they have a beauty and 
simplicity that is lacking in most of 
our modern hybrids. Their abundant 
production of brightly colored seed 
pods or hips is an added asset, for they 
are greatly relished by the birds and 
prized by gardeners for use in floral 
arrangements. 

Unfortunately, many desirable roses 
are not available commercially. A list 
of recommended species and varieties 
must necessarily be [SEE PAGER 137} 


ROCHE 


FOR A LOVELY HEDGE that will withstand cold winters plant a variety of Rosa 
spinosissima, such as the dwarf Lady Hamilton with rose blush, semi-double blooms 
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by T. H. EVERETT 


kor color, plant Caladiums 


SIMPLE AND INEXPENSIVE WAY of having abundant 

color in your summer garden is to plant fancy- 

leaved caladiums. No foliage plants outrank them 
in brilliance or ease of cultivation; many modern varieties 
are aS gay aS most popular flowering plants. 

These tropical caladiums are splendid for partially 
shaded places where most blooming plants will not give 
of their best; they are lovely in outdoor beds, in window 
and porch boxes, in tubs and as pot plants for indoor 
decoration. Give them a trial if you want something a 
little different. You will not be disappointed. 

Sixty or more varieties of fancy-leaved caladiums are 
available commercially, ranging in color from that of the 
popular CANDIDUM, with its snow-white leaves traced 
with narrow veins of green and of deceivingly delicate 
appearance, to CRIMSON Wave which has bright red 
leaves margined and spotted with green. 

Caladiums are substantial plants, lush in growth and 
noble in appearance. They attain a height of 1 or 2 
feet and have predominately heart-shaped or shield- 
shaped leaves of large size, carried on stout stalks that 
spring directly from the tubers. In some varieties the 
leaves are opaque and solid-looking; in others they are 


of delicate texture and are semitransparent. Their ex- 
quisite colorings and patterns suggest the loveliness of 
stained glass windows. 

Although considered to be foliage plants and grown 
primarily for the beauty of their leaves, caladiums do 
bear flowers—and these are quite interesting. The flowers, 
or rather the inflorescences (the botanists’ word for a 
grouping of many flowers), resemble those of the jack- 
in-the-pulpit and show marked similarity to the inflores- 
cences of calla lilies and exotic anthuriums. As a matter 
of fact, all these plants belong to the same _ botanical 
family—the araceae—and in all of them the inflorescence 
consists of a central column (spadix) beset with many tiny 
flowers, and a showy, petal-like spathe which spreads 
from the base of the column and, in calla-lilies, jack-in- 
the-pulpits and caladiums, surrounds it. 

In caladiums the inflorescences sometimes rise slightly 
above the foliage, but more often they are hidden or 
partially hidden among it. They are normally cream- 
colored and are often attractively marked with some of 
the colorings that characterize the leaves. Individual in- 
florescences do not remain attractive long—a day or 
two at most—but they are charming and may even be 


RED DOMINATES in many 
varieties of caladiums, with 
green and white being sec- 
ond in the foliage palette. 





These tropical caladiums are splendid for partial-shade; 


you can grow them in beds, window boxes or in pots 


cut and used as items of interest in a luncheon table 
flower arrangement or in some similar way. If you grow 
caladiums, watch for their flowers. 

The culture of caladiums is simple. If you give them 
humus-rich soil, plenty of warmth, ample moisture and 
generous fertilization, they will flourish. Light shade is 
advantageous but not essential; they can be grown suc- 
cessfully in full sun. They need a sheltered location 
where they are not subjected to sweeping winds. 

Begin your caladium adventures by purchasing good- 
quality tubers anytime from late winter to June. You will 
have no difficulty doing this for the finest American- 
grown samples are readily available from dealers and 
are moderately priced. 

The tubers can be planted directly outdoors when the 
weather is really warm and settled—about tomato plant- 
‘ing season—a little before it is safe to set out tropical water 
lilies; in the North, however, it is usual to start them into 
growth indoors and plant the growing plants outdoors 
from pots so that an earlier display of color is assured. 
The tubers are started by planting them (eight weeks 
before they are to be set outdoors) in flats (shallow boxes) 
Or pans or pots containing a mixture of equal parts of 


peatmoss and sand or leafmold and sand. Allow 2 inches 
free space between the tubers and cover them with the 
rooting mixture to a depth of about | inch. 

If a greenhouse is not available, sufficient warmth (a 
temperature of 70° to 80°) to induce rapid growth may 
be had by placing the flats or pots inside a larger box 
and standing them on a radiator. 

To keep humidity inside the box high, place 1 inch 
of peatmoss, cinders or moss in its bottom first, and keep 
it moist. Cover the box with a sheet of glass. At first 
the rooting material must. be kept just moist, certainly 
not very wet. 

When the new growth is | or 2 inches high, remove the 
box from the radiator. Shortly afterwards, when the tubers 
have an abundance of roots about 2 inches long, plant 
them individually in 5-inch pots. At this potting, use a 
mixture consisting of 1 part topsoil, 2 parts peatmoss 
(or leafmold), 1 part coarse sand and '2 part of dried 
cow manure. Place an inch or so of crocks or coarse cinders 
in the bottom of each pot to assure good drainage, and 
press the potting mixture moderately firmly, but not hard 
about the roots. 


Keep the plants growing in good light [SEE PAGE 136] 


GREEN OR WHITE may 
dominate in some varieties 
which may also contain 
touches of red for interest. 


DHAWINCS BY ALLIANORA ROSSE 
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Two men tell 


about their 
vegetable gardens 


HE WAY TO A MAN'S HEART is through his stomach, the saying 

goes. Here, two men who want good food, tell us a bit about 

their gardens designed for eating. At the top of this and the 
next three pages, Albert C. Tiffany, who believes that pictures speak 
as loudly as words, tells us of his garden in a picture story at his 
new home near Chicago, taken for FLOWER GROWER by Frank 
Fenner. Albert C. Burrage (the similarity in first names is entirely 
coincidental) is a New Englander who takes good eating so seriously 
that he wrote a book, Burrage On Vegetables, (D. Van Nostrand 
Co.) to tell about his garden. Excerpts from his book appear at 


the bottom of this and the next three pages. 
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EARLY SPRING: soil has been turned 


and seeds for garden are ordered. 


PACKAGE DIRECTIONS are checked 
for proper depth and spacing of seed. 





Here is what Mr. Burrage 


T THE OUTSET, if you make up your own mind just 
A what your interest is in your garden or proposed 
garden, you will avoid confusion later. Is_ the 
garden merely to supply food as easily and cheaply as 
possible, or is it to provide vegetables of superb taste 
and texture which just cannot be bought in the market? 
In other words, is your interest in quantity or quality? 
If it is in quantity and the garden is mainly to provide 
food, then you will be better off to buy vegetables at the 
market, for you will save money and trouble. If your 
desire is for those superb vegetables that make your mouth 
water, then by all means have a garden. 

Full Sunshine: The garden site should have full sun- 
shine. I cannot emphasize this too much. In the summer 
the sun rises in the northeast. It is, therefore, as important 
to have no shade on the northeast as on the east. In the 
summer, with bright sunshine and long days, this does not 
seem important, but certain plants such as late corn and 
everbearing raspberries simply will not ripen if full sun- 
shine is denied them. I, like many others, have found this 
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says about his garden and 


out by sad experience. Instead of cutting down offending 
shade trees at one fell blow, I cut down a few each year, 
and it has taken me about eight years to get full sunshine. 

Nearness to House: This is most important. You will 
find you will visit the garden often to make plans for the 
future and to pick and sample the fruits and vegetables. 
If your garden is too far away, you won't enjoy it because 
the effort to visit it is too much. Nothing gives more 
pleasure than picking and eating on the spot 4 bright 
red strawberry, young peas right out of the pod, and rasp- 
berries, particularly in the late fall. Until you have expe- 
rienced the pleasures of walking in your own garden 
before breakfast, smelling the soil, which is su earthy 
on a spring morning, and sampling your preducts, you 
will never feel close to the soil or be fond of your garden. 
One of the prettiest sights I remember is an asparagus 
bed late in the fall visited before breakfast. The plants 
were about 3 feet high, and the tiny drops of water on the 
foliage glistened like diamonds in the early morning sun. 

Good Soil: This is almost as important as full sunshine 








Mr. Tiffany tells his garden story in pictures .. . 


LATE SPRING: soil raked and ferti- 
lized, the Tiffanys discuss planting. 


FAMILY PROJECT: Mrs. Tiffany sets FIRST PLANTING of bush beans is 


seed as Mr. Tiffany supervises task. 





good food 


Swamp land can be drained; roots can be removed; sand 
can be enriched with humus—but all at great expense. 
It is well worth while to sacrifice some of your trees or 
lawn, if you can obtain a good location with good soil. 

The ideal site needs to have two soil conditions; one 
part of the garden needs good soil with sand beneath to 
grow early vegetables, and the other part of the garden 
requires good soil with a subsoil of cold wet clay which 
provides the ideal condition for celery and fall peas. This 
combination admittedly is almost impossible; but if you 
have one or the other, make the best of what you have. 
If you can’t have early peas, then try for the other end 
of the rainbow which is just as good. In other words, 
find out the good points of your own soil and then utilize 
them. 

If your garden is located over sand which is ideal for 
early vegetables, you will need considerable humus for 
the best results, and you will also need a sprinkler sys- 
tem because the sand foundation absorbs rain very quickly. 
With this foundation, you will find it pays to mulch. 


SOIL CRUMBLES nicely and weather 
has warmed so seeding can be started. beans, and a shallow trench is made 


A LINE designates the row for bush 


WEED CONTROL EXPERT, Mr. Tif 


healthy and the rows are neat and trim. fany and hoe relax for a _ minute. 


Protection from Frost: For early and late vegetables, a 
location free from late and early frost is essential. Gen- 
erally, in any particular locality the crests of the slopes 
have a longer season free from frost than do the valleys. 
At Candlewood our garden, near the crest, on an eastern 
slope has a season free from frost of 151 days. An ex- 
perimental garden, 500 feet away, on bottom jand on 
the western side of the crest has a season of only 124 days. 
This alone shows the importance of the proper location. 
If you have any choice in the selection of the proper 
site, you should inspect the sites in the early morning 
both in the spring and fall to determine the comparative 
dates when the ground is first fit to plant as well as the 
last and first frosts. 

Protection from Winds: The better protection a garden 
has, the better it does. Probably a brick wall around the 
garden gives the best results, but that is a pretty expensive 
luxury. A hedge is satisfactory and makes a great deal 
of difference. It is not only practical, but it is also attrac- 
tive to look at. TURN PAGE 
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... more about Mr. Tiffany’s Illinois vegetable garden 





fet 


TOMATO STAKE is pounded in soil 
by son, Craig; dad gives helping hand. soil is prepared 


a 





t a 


MIDSUMMER and the squash plants are 
given a preventive dusting treatment. as he tests ihe 





LARGE HOLE is dug beside stake and 


“SPRAYING IS FUN,” says Mr. Tiffany 








YOUNG PLANT is carefully placed 
setting plant. in hole, then watered and fertilized. 





SUMMER SQUASH is almost ready to 


be fixed for dinner; looks good to Connie. 


of the sprayer. 





... more about Mr. Burrage’s New 


If someone recommends a vegetable to you, consider 
a moment before deciding to try it. What are the quali- 
fications of the person giving the advice? Unless he is 
qualified, the chances are nine out of. ten that the variety 
recommended, if tried, will prove to be of no importance 
and the experiment will be a waste of time and energy. 
Because a certain variety is best for the farmer because 
of its shipping qualities, its yield, and other factors, it 
does not mean that it is best for you. 

Every home gardener has to make up his own list of 
vegetables for his own land, and that is something that 
can’t be done without trying several varieties and then 
selecting the best. When you try a new variety, I suggest 
that you try only a half row the first time. If it is better 
than what you are growing, then try one half the crop 
the next year. If what you are growing is fairly good, 
it is better to be certain of the new variety than to take 
a chance on something you don’t know about. 

To compare two varieties, you should cook and eat 
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them at the same time; but remember that if you obtain 
from some friend a sample of a variety that tastes better 
than yours, you can’t be certain that it will also be better 
when grown in your own garden. The only way to deter- 
mine whether some variety is superior is to grow it in 
your own garden; then cook and eat both varieties at 
the same time. We have often had as many as four varieties 
of one vegetable to compare at one meal. Before you 
determine that some new variety actually being grown 
in your own garden is better than your standard variety, 
make the eating test several times during the growing sea- 
son. Remember that some varieties are best early in the 
season and others late in the season. Then, too, certain 
varieties mature early and won’t mature late and vice-versa. 
This is particularly true about peas, raspberries, and straw- 
berries. 

What has cooking to do with the raising of vegetables? 
The answer is “nothing.” But cooking is a prime factor as 
to whether or not you can enjoy eating your good vege- 





PINCHED AND TIED, plant is trained 


SILVER CORN SILK has not yet turned 


brown, but other ears are ready now. 


RIPENED TOMATO 
to two stems for good, large fruit. Mr. T. as daughter, Connie, checks soil. 


PRETTY AS A PICTURE the T’s. gar- 
den provided fresh vegetables all summer. to be worked into soil for next year. 


ENVIOUS NEIGHBOR hopes the T’s. 
will give him some beans. (They did.) 


is inspected by 


TOPS OF PLANTS make good compost 





tables once you have grown them. How often have L seen 
really good vegetables absolutely ruined by poor cooking. 
Anyone who takes the trouble to raise vegetables should 
know how to cook them. It takes only very little prac- 
tice to learn how to cook the few important ones such as 
asparagus, beans, cauliflower, corn, and peas. The dif- 
ference between poor cooking and good cooking is enor- 
mous; so, by all means, do a little thinking about cooking. 

Our fundamental rules are simple and are as follows: 

1. Cook as quickly as possible. 

2. Don’t cook vegetables ahead of time and let them 

stand. If you go to the trouble of raising good vege- 

tables, it is far better that you wait a little for them 

than to have them wait for you. 

Fancy sauces are not necessary. 

Use the Mystery Chef method for asparagus, beans, 

Brussels sprouts, cabbage, cauliflower, limas, peas 

and spinach. This method is described in the Mystery 

Chef Cook Book, which you should read. 


Beets are not generally considered an interesting vege- 
table, and that is quite correct for the beets sold in the mar- 
ket. In fact, most beets can be classed simply as food. 
You eat them only as a last resort, but young beets are 
quite different. Picked early and small in size, up to 1% 
inches in diameter, they are really delicious to eat, tender 
and sweet. There is just as much difference between new 
and mature beets as there is between new and mature pota- 
toes. Until we found the variety RED BALL, it never seemed 
to me that beets were worth eating after September 15. 
Although their quality begins to fall off slightly, they are 
still good to eat up to the time the ground freezes solid 
Any large beets that may be left in the rows are used for 
making beet soup. They are better for that purpose than 
young ones. : 

String beans (which rightly should be called snap beans) 
are, of all vegetables, most satisfactory to grow in your 
garden. They can be grown over a long season and are 
of superb quality. What more could you want?* 
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qualified, the chances are nine out of ten that the variety 
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Because a certain variety is best for the farmer because 
of its shipping qualities, its yield, and other factors, it 
does not mean that it is best for you. 

Every home gardener has to make up his own list of 
vegetables for his own land, and that is something that 
can't be done without trying several varieties and then 
selecting the best. When you try a new variety, I suggest 
that you try only a half row the first time. If it is better 
than what you are growing, then try one half the crop 
the next year. If what you are growing is fairly good, 
it is better to be certain of the new variety than to take 
a chance on something you don’t know about. 

To compare two varieties, you should cook and eat 
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them at the same time; but remember that if you obtain 
from some friend a sample of a variety that tastes better 
than yours, you can’t be certain that it will also be better 
when grown in your own garden. The only way to deter- 
mine whether some variety is superior is to grow it in 
your own garden; then cook and eat both varieties at 
the same time. We have often had as many as four varieties 
of one vegetable to compare at one meal. Before you 
determine that some new variety actually being grown 
in your own garden is better than your standard variety, 
make the eating test several times during the growing sea- 
son. Remember that some varieties are best early in the 
and others late in the season. Then, too, certain 
varieties mature early and won’t mature late and vice-versa. 
This is particularly true about peas, raspberries, and straw- 
berries. 

What has cooking to do with the raising of vegetables? 
The answer is “nothing.” But cooking is a prime factor as 
to whether or not you can enjoy eating your good vege- 
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to two stems for good, large fruit. 
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SILVER CORN SILK has not yet turned 


brown, but other ears are ready now. 


RIPENED TOMATO is inspected by 
Mr. T. as daughter, Connie, checks soil. 


PRETTY AS A PICTURE the T’s. gar- 
den provided fresh vegetables all summer. 


ENVIOUS NEIGHBOR hopes the T’s. 
will give him some beans. (They did.) 


TOPS OF PLANTS make good compost 


to be worked into soil for next year. 





tables once you have grown them. How often have IL seen 
really good vegetables absolutely ruined by poor cooking. 
Anyone who takes the trouble to raise vegetables should 
know how to coox them. It takes only very little prac- 
tice to learn how to cook the few important ones such as 
asparagus, beans, cauliflower, corn, and peas. The dif- 
ference between poor cooking and good cooking is enor- 
mous; so, by all means, do a little thinking about cooking. 

Our fundamental rules are simple and are as follows: 

1. Cook as quickly as possible. 

2. Don’t cook vegetables ahead of time and let them 

stand. If you go to the trouble of raising good vege- 

tables, it is far better that you wait a little for them 

than to have them wait for you. 

Fancy sauces are not necessary. 

Use the Mystery Chef method for asparagus, beans, 

Brussels sprouts, cabbage, cauliflower, limas, peas 

and spinach. This method is described in the Mystery 

Chef Cook Book, which you should read. 


Beets are not generally considered an interesting vege- 
table, and that is quite correct for the beets sold in the mar- 
ket. In fact, most beets can be classed simply as food. 
You eat them only as a last resort, but young beets are 
quite different. Picked early and small in size, up to 1% 
inches in diameter, they are really delicious to eat, tender 
and sweet. There is just as much difference between new 
and mature beets as there is between new and mature pota- 
toes. Until we found the variety RED BALL, it never seemed 
to me that beets were worth eating after September 15. 
Although their quality begins to fall off slightly, they are 
still good to eat up to the time the ground freezes solid 
Any large beets that may be left in the rows are used for 
making beet soup. They are better for that purpose than 
young ones. 

String beans (which rightly should be called snap beans) 
are, of all vegetables, most satisfactory to grow in your 
garden. They can be grown over a long season and are 
of superb quality. What more could you want?¢ 





If you have sloping ground and plenty of stone you can... 


GARDEN ON A WALL 


by MARY DEPUTY CATTELL 


LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT, AUTHOR AND LECTURER 


associate them with charming English gardens and 

with the rocky, picturesque New England country- 
side. Some of the best of these walls were built by un- 
skilled laborers, and there is no reason why the home 
gardener cannot enjoy equal success when he builds a 
wall of his own. Aside from the stone, the only ingredients 
for success are practice and patience in stone setting, and 
considerable physical labor. Here are some pointers to 
help you build a dry wall of your own. 

As the name implies, dry walls are built of stone laid 
in place without mortar. They may be free-standing 
walls, like the pasture walls of New England, or retaining 
walls that separate two levels of ground, as in the accom- 
panying illustrations. Dry retaining walls may have soil 
placed between the stones so that plants can grow among 
them, or they may be constructed without soil between the 
stones, in which case flowers may be planted at the top 
or at the base of the wall. The latter type is the easiest 
to build, but perhaps not the most desirable if you want 
flowering plants among the stones as well as at the top 
and base of the wall. 

Dry stone walls of any type are appropriate in an in- 
formal garden, near an unpretentious house, or in open 
country where the setting is more or less informal. Near 


D: STONE WALLS have an appeal all their own. We 


a very formal house or in a formal garden, the more 
regular lines and greater dignity of stone masonry, brick 
or concrete walls are appropriate, unless the local stone 
is rectangular and quarry-cut as in some parts of Maine 
or Pennsylvania. A dry wall of irregularly shaped stones 
is likely to look more untidy than picturesque in a very 
formal setting. 

The inexperienced builder is usually astonished at the 
amount of stone needed for even a small wall. Unless 
stone is available on your grounds in considerable quan- 
tity or can be imported inexpensively, a stone wall may 
not be practical for you. You need much more stone 
than you will use. There is a right stone for the right 
place, and some of your stones may not fit in at all. If 
you run short of stone, you must either gather or buy a 
great deal more to match the first lot, making the wall 
more expensive than you had anticipated or, as is all too 
evident in some gardens, one end of the wall will be 
beautifully done and the other end will look like what it is 
—left overs. It is always interesting to watch an expe- 
rienced dry-wall man taking time to select and reject 
stone after stone so that there will be a solid construction 
and a minimum of cutting. The old walls that have stood 
firm for centuries are largely the result of the patient 
selection of stones by the builders, coupled [SEE PAGE 141} 


YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE A MASTER CRAFTSMAN TO BUILD A WALL OF YOUR OWN 


PLANTED WALLS have soil in the 
spaces between stones so the plant 
roots may penetrate through the wall. 





WRONG placement of plants and 
too many different kinds result 
in a spotty and unnatural look. 


WITHOUT SOIL between stones 
the wall is not planted, but flowers mortar. The stones pitch into the 
at the top hang over the wall’s face. bank. Little footing is required. 


CORRECT spacing of plants calls for 
groups of one kind which grow together 
to develop natural-looking drifts of color. spaces. Water must run into wall. 
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DRAWINGS BY ALLIANORA ROSSE 


DRY WALLS are constructed without 


PLANT POCKETS extend through 
wall to the soil behind. Avoid air 











GOTT SCHO-SCHLEISNER 


PLANTED FOR SPRING EFFECT, an old retaining wall, originally built with mortared joints and whitewashed. has been 


brightened with plants along its base and 


top 


Mortar 


ROCKWELI 





removed from some joints gave space for plant pockets 


COTTSCHO-SCHLEISNER 


) ho 
wal ~*~ “ty : 


eed 


FIELD STONES fitted together make a low retaining 


wall. Plant pockets were formed between some stones 


FLAT STONES are easy to work with. Wall makes a 


perfect foil for massing new Crown Jewels petunias. 











Start tuberous begonias 














now for summer-long bloom 


ITHOUT DOUBT tuberous begonias 
Wee the most glamorous and 

colorful of all plants suited for 
summer culture outdours in shade, and 
they are not difficult to grow. They 
are available in a great variety of form, 
color and size of bloom. 

There are single- and double-flowered 
varieties which may be plain, crested, 
ruffled or fringed. They have almost 
every imaginable color except blue. 

Shelter from strong winds is highly 
desirable, and shade is necessary espe- 
cially from 11:00 a.M. to 7:00 P.M. 
They are admirable when planted in 
the shade cast by high-headed trees, in 
window boxes on the shaded side of a 
house, or in pots displayed on a 
shaded terrace or patio. Where sum- 
mers are hot, it is advantageous to 
bury the pots to their rims to help 
keep the roots cool and to reduce the 
need for watering. 

Dormant tubers can be planted out- 
doors | inch deep, about two weeks 
ahead of tomato-planting time. The 
usual practice, however, is to start them 
indoors six to eight weeks ahead of out- 
door planting time, adding several 
weeks to their flowering season. 

To start the tubers, moist peatmoss 
or sand is placed to a depth of about 
3 inches in a pot, pan or flat, and the 
surface is leveled without pressing it 
down. The tubers are gently pressed 
into the peat, convex side down, so 
they are barely below the surface. They 
are then kept in a temperature as near 
60° as possible, with the peatmoss 
moist but not sopping wet. As soon 
as the shoots are visible, they are trans- 
ferred to a well-lighted position and 
the flats are given a half-turn every 
three days so that the young plants do 
not grow lopsided. When they’re about 
4 inches high, they need a richer root- 
ing medium and should be transferred 
to 4-inch pots, lifting them carefully. 

The soil for potting should be rich 
and porous and largely organic in 
origin. Here are some recipes—choose 
the one containing ingredients most 
easily obtained locally: 

1. Spent mushroom soil, four parts; 
coarse sand or %-inch charcoal (get 
from feed store) one part. 

2. Loam, four parts; leafmold or 
peatmoss, four parts; sand, two parts; 
dried cattle manure, two parts; 4% cup 


bonemeal to each peck of the mixture. 

Begonias cannot endure waterlogged 
soil, so to ensure good drainage put 
¥2-inch layer of flowerpot chips, or 
chicken grits, in the bottom of the 
pot. Set the plant so that the top of 
the tuber is 2 inch below the pot rim, 
fill the pot with soil and press it down, 
lightly, with the fingers. Keep the 
plants in a sunny window, shading 
them from bright sun _ with plastic 
or woven curtains. Do not forget to 
give them a half-turn every two or 
three days to ensure their shapeliness. 
Their next move will be either to larger 
pots—6-, 8- or 10-inch “azalea pots” 
(%4-depth pots), or bulb pans (2 -depth 
pots); or to be planted in a bed out- 
doors. Before they go to their sum- 


mer quarters, they should be gradually 
inured to outdoor life by keeping them 
in a coldframe, exposing them increas- 
ingly to open air. 

Prepare the soil for outdoor plant- 
ing by spreading a 3-inch layer of peat- 
moss and rotted manure, or just peat- 
moss; plus 5-10-5 fertilizer at the rate 
of 6 ounces to 10 square feet; the 
whole to be thoroughly mixed with 
the upper 4 inches of soil. Set the 
plants 9 to 12 inches apart, with the 
top of the tuber | inch below the sur- 
face. 

Whether in pots or planted in the 
ground, the soil should be kept moist. 
It helps them tremendously during hot 
weather if they are sprayed with water 
every evening.—MONTAGUE FREE 


FOUR STEPS TOWARD TUBEROUS BEGONIA FLOWERS 


TUBERS in early spring look like this, 
whether you have just bought them or 
had them stored over winter. Growth 
has already started on some of these. 


START tubers into root and stem growth 
in flats or pots, placing the concave side 
of each tuber up. Next, cover them with 
about % inch of the growing material. 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY JAMES N. KEEN 


INGREDIENTS for successful tuberous 
begonia culture include flats or the 
squatty pots above and a rich soil mix- 
ture high in humus-forming materials. 


PLANTS can be grown all summer in 
pots or removed from pots and planted 
in the open ground. They will require 
ample moisture for their shallow roots. 
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Samuel Gottscho. who is a lover 


of the woods and a photographer, 
invites you to go with him 
to Bowman's Hill Preserve 


Along a 


THE TOAD TRILLIUM (Trillium sessile) has mottled foliage. 


wildflower walk 


lover has dreamed of such a place where hundreds 
of species are accessible for enjoyment, study or 
photography. 

This dream is realized at the Bowman’s Hill State Wild 
Flower Preserve, a project which teaches conservation and 
the importance of guarding our precious heritage of wild 
life and wildflowers. It is also a fine example of what 
can be accomplished by the joint efforts of many inter- 
ested people working in harmony. The members of these 
organizations and garden clubs deserve much credit for 
the results they have accomplished. 

The Bowman’s Hill State Wildflower Preserve is located 
on the west bank of the Delaware River between New 
Hope and Washington Crossing, Pennsylvania. This is 
hallowed ground, for General Washington’s army was 
encamped there along the river during December 1776. 
It was near this point that he made the historic crossing 
on Christmas night, 1776. 

To commemorate this brave exploit, the Pennsylvania 
Assembly in 1917 passed a bill authorizing a state park at 
this point, called Washington Crossing, in Bucks County. 

This act also included the 100 acres four miles north 
on which Bowman’s Hill is situated. In 1934, a group of 


. WILDFLOWER PARADISE! Almost every wildflower 


THE MARSH-MARIGOLD TRAIL, also known as the Spring 
Trail, is one of the most inviting early spring walks. It 
has been a project of the Valley Garden Club for 20 years. 


Philadelphia nature lovers, members of the Conservation 
Council of the state, persuaded the Park Commission 
to convert this Bowman’s Hill tract into a wildflower 
preserve and nature sanctuary. Later this was permanently 
established by the legislature. 

The group had the interested cooperation and advice 
of that devoted lover of wildflowers and ferns, Dr. Edgar 
T. Wherry. He made a botanical study of the area and 
recommended the course to be taken in its development. 
This included the artificial creation of certain types of 
terrain that were lacking, a notable example the sphagnum 
bog, now the home of a thriving ecological group includ- 
ing pitcher plants, sundews, fringed orchis and others. 

Twenty years have passed and the terrain is now quite 
varied; there are grassy meadows, woodlands, steep hill- 
sides, the bog garden and many other types. Pidcock 
Creek, named after the first settler, flows through it. 

It is the horticultural objective of those who manage 
this great wildflower preserve to establish within its 
boundaries a complete collection of wildflowers and 
shrubs native to all sections of Pennsylvania, so that their 
preservation can be assured. Already this collection is 
one of the most representative of the Middle Atlantic 
states as nearly five hundred species are happily growing 
here. Of these, nearly two hundred have been introduced 
and include some unusual species from neighboring states. 

An automobile road, the President’s Drive, sponsored 
by The Pennsylvania Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
traverses the preserve. It will eventually be “a lane of 
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THE ENTRANCE TO THE GENTIAN TRAIL, one of the most interesting 
walks, photographed by Samual Gottscho in early July during Bowman Hill visit. 


flowering shrubs and trees of Pennsylvania in honor of 
past and future Presidents of the State Federation of 
Women’s Clubs.” Much has been done already in plant- 
ing dogwoods, and the stand of redbuds near the stone 
bridge over Pidcock Creek which | photographed in full 
flower on April 30, more than fulfills the promise of the 
sponsors just quoted. 

This road is considerably widened at two points to 
provide parking spaces for cars. These places are focal 
points for trails which begin and end there. Most of 
them are less than 1,000 feet and afford visitors con- 
venient access to the plants and shrubs, without long, 
tiring walks. The trails include the Marsh Marigold Trail, 
Gentian Trail, Lloyd Evergreen Trail, Azalea Trail, Edgar 
T. Wherry Fern Trail, Medicinal Plant Trail, the important 
Sphagnum Bog and several others. 

To make identification simple all plants and shrubs 
are clearly marked by numbers. At the beginning of 
each trail there is a box containing leaflets—printed lists 
of species bearing numbers growing on that particular 
trail. These lists are numerically arranged and one need 
only look for the number on the list to find the name of 
any plant or shrub. 

I must again stress the accessibility of the wildflowers. 
The trails are clearly outlined paths which wind invit- 
ingly in and out among the trees. Species after species 
are to be found growing a foot or more from the edge 
of the path. It is a paradise for the photographer of wild- 
flowers. 

When I arrived that first morning, April 23, I was 





ALONG A WILDFLOWER WALK—cont’d 


The photographs show 


yee oy ae 


THE MARSH-MARIGOLD (Caltha palus- 
tris) flashes yellow on the Gentian Trail. 


greeted by the Nature Director, Norman C. Fisher, who 
is a competent botanist and photographer. He was most 
gracious and helpful in his assistance and cooperation and 
guided me to many interesting spots with camera possi- 
bilities. 

I was much impressed with the cleanliness of the paths 
and surprised to learn that the maintenance work is done 
entirely by the Preserve Staff with the limited funds 
available for this purpose. The Nature Director is as- 
sisted by two part-time paid workers. One, Mrs. Pauline 
Buckingham, a school teacher, spends her summers and 
weekends at the Preserve guiding children and adult 
groups; when not occupied with these duties, she takes 
over much of the maintenance work, such as weeding. 
The other, a retired graduate engineer, Nathaniel Wyck- 
off, helps out three days each week. 

Maintenance involves keeping some of the weedy 
species in check to prevent them from overrunning and 
choking the less aggressive and more delicate plants. 
The chief offender, against whom war is continually 
waged, is Japanese honeysuckle, which is gradually being 
eliminated. Due to the many little brooks that flow 
through the tract, control measures are necessary to pre- 
vent jewel-weed from monopolizing the banks, favorite 
habitat of that plant. Due to relentless destruction for 
the past twenty years, poison-ivy is gradually disappear- 
ing within the confines of the garden. 

The salaries of the Nature Director and his two part- 
time assistants is paid by the state but additional income 
needed for upkeep and expansion is derived from many 








scenes along The Gentian Trail Route 





MEANDERING BROOK, beside the Gentian Trail provides 


LIZARD’S-TAIL (Saururus cernuus) growing along the pond 
music as it runs along to feed the pond in picture below. shore on the Gentian Trail. This moisture-lover is fragrant. 


THE POND on the Gentian Trail in early spring. Cinnamon ferns, columbine, saxifrage, and others can be found 














DNG A WILDFLOWER 


a 


WALK—Continued 


PHLOX DIVARICATA. This is the 
clump photographed by author at base of 


trees at beginning 


of Gentian Trail. 


THE LITTLE BROOK curves toward a colony of Oswego tea (Monarda didyma) 
which made a brilliant splash of red in early July when author made a third trip. 


PHOTOGRAPHS FOR FLOWER CROWER BY COTTSCHO-SCHLEISNER 


THE BOG GARDEN is at 
its best in early summer 
when Mr. Gottscho took this 
photograph. It is sponsored 
by the Old York Road Gar- 
den Club. To be found here 
are pitcher-plants, sundews, 
orange milkwort, meadow 
beauty, orchis and others. 
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TRILLIUMS ALONG THE MEDICINAL TRAIL in spring. This handsome clump of Trillium grandiflorum containing twelve 
sparkling white blooms was photographed by author on early spring visit. Medicinal Trail is dedicated to Dr. Roscoe C. Magill. 


donors and sponsors such as garden and nature clubs, 
women’s clubs, the scouts, Daughters of the American 
Revolution, the Colonial Dames and other groups and 
individuals. 

Many of these have sponsored particular trails, such 
as the Blue Bell, Gentian, Marsh Marigold, Azalea, the 
Medicinal and many others. Each has its own season, 
when it is especially beautiful. The members of sponsor- 
ing groups take great interest in their organization’s trail 
and assist in its maintenance. Even wildflower gardens 
need some attention and weeding. 

Perhaps you would like to take a leisurely walk with 
me and explore a few of these trails. They average about 


1,000 to 1,200 feet in length, barely a quarter of a mile. 
It is April 30, a lovely day with sunlight and soft breezes, 
blue sky showing through the delicate green of the new 


leaves. Although the terrain is rugged, the level grades 
make for easy walking. 

We will first walk along the Gentian Trail which is 
sponsored by The Weeders, a group of garden enthusi- 
asts. The path winds along a tiny brook that feeds the 
pond. This will be our objective. As we enter, we see a 
large patch of swamp buttercup, Ranunculus septentri- 
onalis, which is quickly photographed. A few steps farther 


a mass of blue phlox, Phlox divaricata, catches our eye 
and must be photographed too. Such a subject is too 
lovely to be overlooked by the flower lover. 

There were marsh-marigolds, Caltha palustris, that, the 
week previous, had been covered with the yellow eyes of 
their flowers, but this day the spring beauties, Claytonia 
virginica, were in bloom everywhere in moist ground 
Large patches of may-apples, Podophyllum beltatum, de- 
lighted us with the handsome pattern of their leaves. 

We soon reached the pond, a gift in 1951 from the 
Founder’s Fund of the Garden Club of America, which 
holds the Bowman’s Hill State Wild Flower Preserve in 
high esteem for the good work it accomplishes. The 
pond provides a proper home for water-loving plants, 
such as arrowheads, pickerel-weed, wild-calla and many 
others. 

It was too early to find any of these in bloom, but 
along the path that skirts the pond, columbines were 
dancing in the breeze and the saxifrage was decorating 
rocky out-crops here and there. The cinnamon fern 
fiddles were uncoiling and a pinxster-flower was almost 
ready to bloom. The bird chorus furnished a delightful 
sound background of which the insistent call of the 
oven-bird was most prominent. Even so {SEE PAGE 130 
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A PLEASING SETTING is enhanced by the lawn which ties the house and garden together into a unified whole. 


a beautiful 


A special section of nineteen pages devoted to your 


lawn and care you can give it for lasting beauty 











ALONG A DRIVEWAY, a strip of lawn leads eye to focal point. 


AS A PATH in a rock garden a good lawn is never out of place. 


e The dream of every gardener is to 
have a beautiful lawn and the five 
reasons “why” are shown in _ the 
photographs above. The lawn is the 
first thing a visitor notices when he 
approaches your front door. It ties 
your garden and your house into one 
unit . . . it is the frame for your 
home . . . it leads the eye to those 
features you want seen . . . it offers a 
cool, relaxing carpet of green in the 
hot summer months. 

e Finding the correct grass to grow in 
your lawn is half the battle. Perhaps 
you don’t need grass at all—maybe a 
ground cover is the answer to your 
problem. Lawn research people are 
working all the time developing and 


COTTSCHO-SCHLEISNER 


GOTTSCHO-SCHLEIS NER 


testing special grasses that grow well 
in different areas. Do you need a fine- 
bladed grass or a utility grass that will 
take wear and tear? Perhaps some- 
thing for the shade? On page 110 there 
are eight portraits of different grasses 
—fine lawn and utility grasses and 
special-purpose ground covers—and 
some grasses still in the experimental 
stage from which you can choose. 

eHow can you keep a good lawn 
looking good? Well, it’s not as hard as 
many people think—that is if you do 
it the modern way. When you feed 
at the proper time, cultivate—yes, 
cultivate—keep the weeds removed 
and water at the right time, your lawn 
will stay beautiful. P. P. Pirone de- 


MAX TATCH 
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ON A SLOPE, a lawn is the foreground for hillside home. 


FRANK FENNER 
’ 


ts 


SHADE PATTERNS on lawn suggest coolness in summer. 


votes his entire Modern Gardener to 
lawn care this month. You'll find it 
on page 112. 

e A good lawn is kept neat and trim. 
This is the time of year you should 
check your mower. Perhaps it needs 
sharpening? Perhaps you need a new 
one? Perhaps you’re wondering about 
a power mower? There are power 
mowers made to fit almost any lawn 
today. A few hints on how to choose 
the one for your lawn will be found 
on page 114. 

e Something new is coming out all the 
time. This year a new crabgrass killer 
will make its appearance. For the ad- 
vanced information on this material 
see page 124. 








a beautiful lawn—continued 


sype: Fine lawn grass (experimental). 

Characteristics: This is a new hybrid bent grass, a cross 
be ween Seaside and Colonial bent. It is not added to mix- 
tures because it tends to dominate—it is usea aione. li 
appears hardy and has a dark blue-green color. 

Region: Its performance is outstanding in California. Like 
Other creeping bent grasses, it is susceptibie to imany 
diseases in the East and Midwest. 

Availability: Seed will not be available for a year or two. 


Type: Fine iawn grass. 

Characteristics: This is a mixture of fine-bladed grasses 
and contains 20 per cent Merion blue. Like many other 
mixtures, it is made to fit a variety of conditions. Does 
equally well in either sun or shade. 

Region: This particular mixture is made up for the West 
Coast. Other mixtures are available for the rest of the 
country. 

Availability: West Coast mixtures should be available. 


110 


lype: Fine izwn grass. 

Characteristics: For many years this has been the basic 
grass for most iawn mixtures. Aithough it is used primarLy 
in mixtures, 1 can also be sewn alone. it fas < gooc 
green color and will stand fairs; rough treatment. When 
it is used in mixtures, it somet.mes becomes the predomi- 
nant grass in time and wili apvear as a single stand. 
Region: Does well! in all climates. 

Availability: Readily availabic throughout the ccuatry. 


‘Type: Fine lawn grass. 

Characteristics: When used in 2 mixture with Creeping Red 
fescue, it rates high for appearafice, wearability and ease 
of maintenance. It is aiso less likely to be attacked with 
rust. Should be given extra care until it is well established. 
Region: it has been found to perform better where extreme 
winter shoc. is feit, but is being used countrywide. 
Availability: [.cadily available but shortages may be noted 
chis year. 





Type: Utility or pasture grass. 

Characteristics: Very drought-resistant but too coarse 
where a fine lawn is desired. However, when used in a 
utility mixture it does tend to have finer blades when 
closely mowed. It should only be planted where emphasis 
is On a tough grass—excellent for use on playgrounds. 
Region: Well adapted to all climates. In the East it is used 
in utility mixtures. 

Availability: Seed is readily available. 


Type: Ground cover. 

Characteristics: Very drought-resistant and deep rooted. 
A special-purpose grass used mostly as a binder for sand 
dunes. Needs mowing but once a year because it has 
an arching habit that makes it lie fairly flat. The blades 
are tough and wiry which makes mowing quite difficult. 
Region: Seen mostly in the East. 

Availability: Seed of Hard fescue is seldom offered because 
of its special type of adaptation. 


Here are eight portraits of 


grasses and groundcovers 


as they grew side by side 


in the Ferry-Morse trials 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY MASON WEYMOUTH FOR FERRY -MORSE 


Type: Primarily a pasture grass. 

Characteristics: Goars fescue is actually a California cer- 
tified variety of Alta fescue. Its characteristics are much 
the same. It is a coarse grass, resistant to dry weather. 
When used as a lawn grass, it should be used where wear 
and traffic are heavy and a fine grass is not desired. 
Region: This is a Western grass and is not recommended 
for use in the East. 

Availability: On the West Coast. 


Type: Ground cover. 

Characteristics: Dichondra is not a grass in the true sense 
although it is now being used for the same purpose. It is a 
low-growing perennial with kidney-shaped leaves, velvety 
rich dark green in color, resembling lawn clover. It 
seldom needs mowing. It will also stand hard use. 
Region: Dichondra is not winter-hardy and is only adapted 
to the mild regions in the South and West. 

Availability: In those regions in which it will survive. 
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a beautiful lawn—continued 


N THE WHOLE FIELD of gardening 
| nothing is more difficult to grow 
than a fine lawn. The reason for 
this is that millions of small plants 
must be grown in a confined area; this 
naturally makes them more prone to 
all kinds of enemies, both plant and 
animal. 
At the expense of being repetitious, 
I feel it worthwhile to show you how to 
avoid some of the common mistakes in 
lawn care and also how to keep estab- 
lished lawns in top shape. I will not 


SOIL-AERIFYING TOOL opens up a 
compacted soil, improving the movement 
of water, air and fertilizers through it. 


discuss the preparation of a new lawn 
except to call your attention to the 
importance of starting with grass va- 
rieties best adapted to your local area. 
It is well known that the farther a grass 
is removed from its natural habitat, the 
more troubles it will have. For informa- 
tion on the best varieties for your 
region see page 110. You can also get 
a list of these varieties from the hor- 
ticulturist at your state agricultural ex- 
periment station or from your county 
agricultural agent. 

Another point to remember when 
Siarting a new lawn is to avoid using 
too much seed. Some home-owners 
have the impression that sowing large 
amounts of seed will make a thicker 


lawn which will be free of weeds. Ac- 
tually, heavy seeding produces over- 
crowded, spindly plants which not only 
cannot prevent weeds from getting 
started but are also more subject to 
disease. 


Apply Lime Judiciously 


Do not apply lime each spring just 
out of habit; the lime may be actually 
harmful to the desirable grasses and 
beneficial to crabgrass. The perennial 
grasses require a slightly acid soil, one 
that tests between pH 6.0 and 6.5, 
whereas crabgrass grows well in a neu- 
tral or alkaline soil. 

The only way you can be sure that 
the soil needs lime is to test it. You 
can do this yourself with any of the 
soil-testing kits on the market, or you 
can have it tested by your county agri- 
cultural agent, your state university’s 
soil-testing department or a private test- 
ing service. Under average conditions 
in non-limestone areas, an. application 


BARE SPOTS are easy to fix. Use. an 
edger to break up the surface for seeds. 


CRABGRASS DOOM is on its way here. 
The picture above shows a crabgrass plant 
that has just been treated with a killer. 
In a week’s time this plant will be dead. 


of limestone at the rate of 5 pounds 
et should be made 
ears. 


per 100 square fe 
once every three y 


Roll the Lawn with Care 


Avoid rolling the lawn excessively. 
A very light rolling in the spring may 
be desirable to press down grass plants 
that have heaved during the winter, but 
never roll the lawn to correct faults 
in grading. Ruts and other surface ir- 
regularities should be repaired by rais- 
ing the turf and then adding to or 
removing some of the soil below. The 
light rolling should be done only when 
the soil is just dry enough se that it 
crumbles easily in the fingers, never 
when it is wet or soggy. 


When to Apply Plant Foods 


There is, perhaps, more disagree- 
ment among experts about the best time 
to feed the lawn than about any other 
fawn maintenance practice. The gen- 
eral rule is that plant foods should be 
applied at the time the grass plants can 
make best use of them. According to 
this rule, bluegrasses, fescues and bents, 
which grow most during the cool parts 





of the season, should be fed in early 
spring and early fall. Bermuda, St. 
Augustine and zoysia, which are the 
most active at higher temperatures, 
are best fed in the summer. A diluted 
liquid plant food can be applied to new 
lawns every few weeks during the sum- 
mer months. 


Proper Mowing Is Essential 


To be kept in good condition, a lawn 
must be cut properly. This requires a 
sharp, properly adjusted mower. The 
grass must be clipped, not torn off, be- 
cause there is less danger of leaf decay 
in cleanly-cut grass blades than in torn 
ones. 

Never cut the grass too short—to 
less than an inch. A closely shorn 
lawn may look neater but it will not be 
as healthy as one cut to two inches when 
needed. Moreover, crabgrass and other 
hot weather weeds become established 
more quickly in closely clipped lawns. 


BEFORE a weed killer was applied here 
it looked more like a dandelion farm than 
a lawn. See right for what happened to it. 


This month Dr. P. P. Pirone devotes his 


entire Modern Gardener article to the 


lawn and its care. Such important things 


as applying plant food and lime, when 


and how to roll, proper mowing and 


insect and disease control are discussed. 


In recent years, thanks to golf course 
turf experts, we have come to appre- 
ciate the importance of a well-aerated 
soil in maintaining a vigorous stand of 
grass. The soil in old lawns and even 
that in heavily traveled new lawns be- 
comes so compacted that it ceases to 
be a good growing medium for turf 
grasses. 

In addition to soil compaction, some 
lawns suffer from excessive matting. 
This prevents water from entering the 
soil during rains or when it is applied 
with the hose or sprinkler. 

Aerification will increase the air and 
water intake of compacted or grass- 
matted soils. It can be accomplished 
easily either with a spading fork or 
special aerifying tools. The best time 
to do the job is when the soil is moist 
enough to allow the aerifying tool to 
penetrate easily. The job should never 
be done when the soil is muddy. 

When using a spading fork, insert 
the tines at least 3 inches deep and 


PHOTOCRAPHS FROM SCOTTS LAWN RESEARCH 


AFTER an application of 2,4-D the lawn 
really looks like a lawn. Weed killers 
are easy to apply—just follow directions. 


wiggle the fork handle back and forth 
so that slender holes remain in the soil 
after the tines are withdrawn. Repeat 
the operation every foot or so until 


A SPREADER is a handy tool to have. 
Use it to apply seed, plant food or lime. 


the entire lawn is literally poked full 
of holes. Specially-made aerifying tools 
do an even better and quicker job. 
These are sold or rented by lawn and 
garden supply stores. 


The Right Way to Water Lawns 


A top lawn expert has wisely said 
that watering with a hose or sprinkler 
is the most abused and misused lawn 
maintenance practice. A good lawn can 
be ruined within a few weeks by care- 
less watering. 

Artificial watering must be deep and 
thorough, rather than light and fre- 
quent. Frequent, light sprinklings in hot 
weather benefit summer weeds more 
than they do the desirable grasses. Two 
or three deeply penetrating waterings 
during the summer should keep the 
lawn fairly green, even during a period 
of extended drought. 

However, the water should not be 
applied in such volume that it floods the 
soil surface. This will mat the grass and 
make it more susceptible [SEE PAGE 132 








a beautiful lawn—continued 


What you should know before 


“good old days.” Suppose we turn the clock back 200 

years. It’s a nice sunny day in June and the lawn 
needs mowing. If we don’t own any sheep to keep the 
grass trimmed, the only way we can cut our “lawn” is 
to get out the trusty scythe and go to town—not a pleasant 
thought, is it? 

Lawn mowers, as we know them, only came into exist- 
ence in the 1850's. This was the hand mower which is 
still the largest-selling type of mower today. Of course, 
those early models didn’t have rubber tires or good bear- 
ings to make pushing easier. 

The next step in progress was made when some brave 
mechanic decided to put a gasoline engine on his hand 
mower to push it along—the power mower was then born. 


OMETIMES IT’S FUN TO PICTURE YOURSELF back in the 


The “baby” lawn mower today is the rotary type which 
is only twenty-five years old. Already the newcomer is 
more popular than its predecessors. 

The rise in popularity of power lawn mowers is little 
short of phenomenal! It wasn’t too long ago that only 
the large estates, parks and golf courses used power lawn 
mowers. Today, I'll bet there are a good number of your 
friends and neighbors who own and use power mowers 
on even the smallest lawns. In the past five years some 
six million power lawn mowers have been sold; and it’s 
interesting to note that the average price is dropping notice- 
ably. In 1953 the average price of a power mower was 
$113; in 1954 it was $90. 

To a prospective power-mower purchaser it must be 
confusing to look at all the various sizes and types avail- 


REEL-TYPE MOWERS—are self-propelled .. . cut grass uniformly 


smooth . . . can cut as low as % inch... are easy to operate on grades 





you buy a power lawn mower 


able. But there is a machine to fit every size lawn. 

The first decision you have to make is whether you 
want a rotary- or reel-type machine. Both have many 
advantages. Manufacturers’ figures reveal that now the 
rotary mowers outsell the reel-type. However, this doesn’t 
mean that a rotary is the one you want; most manufacturers 
make both. 

A rotary-type mower has a single large blade that spins 
like an electric fan parallel to the ground and cuts the 
grass the same way a scythe does. As a result, it will cut 
grass—no matter how high—and will go through weeds 
just as easily. Because of the construction of the mower 
housing, the spinning blade protrudes beyond the wheels, 
making it possible to cut grass within a half-inch of trees, 
buildings, walls and shrubs. Also, it can be adjusted (by 


raising or lowering the wheels) to cut grass at a height 
of 2 inches or more. 

Generally, a rotary mower is easy to maneuver. Al- 
though there are some available now that are self-propelled, 
most are pushed by hand. But they are easier to push 
than the conventional hand mower because there is no 
friction from meeting blades with which to contend. You 
push a rotary mower just as you would a child’s stroller 
or baby buggy. 

Rotary mowers are usually less expensive to purchase 
initially and to maintain. The blade can be easily sharpened 
with a file. A rotary mower can also be used for mulch- 
ing leaves—this attachment is available for all and on 
some it comes as standard equipment. 

A reel-type power mower is just like a conventional hand 


ROTARY-TYPE MOWERS—can cut grass and tall weeds . . . trim 


close to walls . . . can cut 2 inches high . . . and can also mulch leaves 
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2 New Low-cost 


Simplicity 


Rotary 
Nowers ! 


“Easy does it” is the byword this summer, so two 
brand-new rotary mowers join America’s No. 1 


line of garden tractors and attachments 


to create 


new lawn beauty and new leisure hours for you, while 
they eliminate old-fashioned, back-breaking drudgery. 


With lightweight aluminum-alloy construction 
and completely-shielded blade for real safety, 
Simplicity mowers are perfectly balanced for 
easy handling and maximum maneuverability. 





A ‘“‘suction-type’’ blade lifts grass up, cuts it 
smoothly, evenly to fairway level. Trims 
under hedges and within 1 inch of 

fences, buildings, trees, etc. 


A NEW LEAF MULCHER attachment is also available that 
sucks up and disintegrates leaves, then drives the A 
fine mulch into the grass and out of sight. a 


Simplicity reel-type mowers 

save time, effort, money 

Three eager, hard-working Simplicity 
reel-type mowers will make your 
“Good ol’ summertime” even more en- 
joyable. Three different blade widths 
— 30", 24” and 20”—trim your 
lawn to velvety smoothness with half 
the time and effort. 


three real workhorses to make life easier 


2 H.P. MODEL LA Popular favorite, now at 

a new low pricel 
2%) H.P. MODEL FA with 6 forward speeds AND 

reverse, lifetime guaranteed 
transmission gears. 

5 H.P. MODEL VA husky, indispensable 
power for modern farms, 
with all gear transmission. 


PLUS more than a dozen handy, low- 
cost Simplicity attachments that en- 
able you to keep your Simplicity 
tractor busy 12 months every year 
on over 30 different jobs. 

See Simplicity in action! Ask your 
Simplicity dealer for a demonstration 
. he’s listed in the yellow pages 
of your phone book —or write us 
for free catalog and name of dealer 
nearest you. 


America's NO. 1 line of 


garden tractors and attachments 


SIMPLICITY MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
5525 Spring Street, Port Washington, Wisconsin 





mower, only larger and with an engine 
to drive the cutting reel and move it 
along. All reel-type mowers are self- 
propelled—no pushing whatsoever. 
Therefore, they are a big asset on grades 
or sloping ground. 

A reel-type mower actually shears 
the grass just like a pair of scissors. 
Since the grass is cut across, not hacked, 
there is little chance for the grass tips 
to be frayed and turn brown. The 
finished job is always uniformly smooth 
and the mower can be adjusted to cut 
as low as % inch (this is done by rais- 
ing or lowering the roller). 

It is very easy to attach a grass 
catcher to a reel-type power mower 
the same as you would with a hand 
mower—which eliminates raking the 


ALL-IN-ONE. Electric trimmer that will 
edge and prune as well. 


grass clippings. It is also felt by some 
that a reel-type power mower is a little 
safer to operate and will last longer. I 
can remember using a reel-type power 
mower twenty years old that cut just 
as good as a new one. 

The next thing to consider is what 
size mower you want. The size is given 
in the number of inches it will cut. 
For instance, a 20-inch mower will cut 
a swath of grass 20 inches wide. Of 
course, the size mower you need de- 
pends on the size of your property. 
Seventy percent of the power mowers 
sold are in the 17- to 20-inch bracket. 
A general rule of thumb for choosing 
the proper size for your property would 
be as follows: If the size of your plot 
is 50 feet wide, you wouldn’t want any- 
thing larger than 17 inches. If your 
property is 75 to 100 feet wide, you 
could easily use an 18- to 20-inch 
mower. If you must cut an area of an 
acre Or more you should have a mower 
that will cut a 26-inch swath. 

Today, in addition to a choice of 
type and size, you also have a choice 
in the kind of power you can have on 


FLOWER GROWER 





your mower. The big breakdown is be- 
tween electric or gasoline. Electric- 
powered mowers have several advan- 
tages. They are much lower in price 
and have low maintenance and op- 
erating costs. They are also almost 
silent. You don’t have to bother with 


SAVAGE. Self-propelled rotary mower. 
Powered with 4-cycle, 2 H.P. engine. 


adding gasoline or oil. However, only 
about four percent of the power mowers 
sold are electric. They can’t very well 
be operated over a large area because 
of cord length, and great care must be 
observed when using them to avoid 
cutting the electric cord! There is also 
the possibility of snock and short circuit 
when using them on wet grass. 

There is even a choice in gasoline 
engines. Available for mowers are both 
two-cycle and four-cycle engines. 

Among prospective purchasers of 
garden power equipment, the inevitable 
question comes up of which is better, 
a two- or four-cycle engine. Actually, 
there is no answer. Both are good. 

The outward appearance of the en- 
gines is quite similar and when they are 
handled correctly their performance is 
equal, too. 

What happens inside the engine is dif- 
ferent. On the four-cycle engine, which 
is the type in automobiles, the piston 
goes up and down twice for each com- 
plete cycle—that is, every other stroke 
is a power stroke. (Four-cycle is de- 
rived from the fact that there are two 
up strokes and two down strokes in the 
cycle.) Every down stroke on the two- 
cycle engine is a power stroke. The 
operation is condensed to half. The 
most common use of two-cycle engines 
is in outboard motors for boats. 

Generally, the two-cycle engine is 
lighter in weight and has fewer working 
parts. The oil is added with the gaso- 
line—the usual recommendation is 2 
pint of oil to each gallon of gasoline. 

The oil is added separately on the 


APRIL 1955 


ONLY THE NEW 1955 


‘Wala Mowe 


POWER LAWN MOWERS 


Give You All these Better-Mowing Features 


Yes, only dealers who handle the brilliantly styled new 1955 
Moto-Mowers can promise you the smooth mowing, easy 
handling, and long, trouble-free service provided by these 
“engineered mowing” features: 


1 Exclusive ‘‘WEED-TOPPER” 
2 Easy-to-store handle position 
Shock-absorbing, adjustable-height handle 

Automotive-type lubrication 
Rugged steel and cast iron frame 
Aircraft-type controls 
Recoil starter and silent muffler 
Completely enclosed V-belt 
Easy cutting-height adjustment 
Oversize gripper tires 
Ultra-modern deck with fenders 





let your Moto-Mower dealer 
demonstrate these ultra-modern 
mowers—backed by 36 years of 
power mower experience! 





The MONTEREY 


w 


11 Beautiful 
Reel and Rotary 
Models 


Priced as Low as 


The CONSTELLATION 
Self-Propelled Rotary 
with 3-Speed 
Synchromesh Transmission 


*Includes Federal Excise tax. 
Prices slightly higher in far West and Canada. 


Weed-Topper Feature 


with Exclusive 








See the YELLOW PAGES 
for your Nearest Deaier 


Send this Coupon for 
New LAWN CARE 
Portfolio. 


te ee 


The Moto-Mower Company (FG) 
Richmond, Indiana Subsidiary Det. Harvester Co. 
Please send without charge your new Port- 
folio giving tips on mowing, developing new 
lawns, reviving old lawns, watering, and de- 
tails about the 1955 Moto-Mower line. 

NAME 
STREET ADDRESS 
CITY 











Backed by 60 years of experience — 


If you’re buying a work-saving power mower, 
get the best. Get Worcester—they are better built 
to give better service at lower cost. Better built— 
with dependable 4-cycle Briggs & Stratton en- 
gines; “Sta-Temp” hardened blades; top-quality 
bearings; sturdy, ribbed steel construction and 
many safety features. Better service —Worcester 
mowers need less repair, cost less for upkeep. 
Lower cost —there’s a Worcester mower to fit 
your needs at the price you want to pay! 

Visit your dealer today and see the newest 
models of Worcester lawn care equipment. Write 
for colorful free booklet showing the complete 
Worcester line (including 7 hand mowers, 2 lawn 
sweepers). Worcester Lawn Mower Company, 
Division of Savage Arms Corporation, 73 Broad- 
way, Chicopee Falls, Mass., U.S.A. 


Worcester LAWN SWEEPERS 
Large capacity hoppers. Large 
wheels for easy rolling. 24” & 30” 
sweep. Fold for easy storage. 


2. bp Briggs & Stratton engi 
Poe pene igs Sn ody 





Worcester ROTARY-TYPE 


4 models (3 gasoline, 1 electric) 
18” and 20” cut. Trims close to 
fences, gardens. Quickly cuts 
through tall grass. Handle easily 
adjustable to your height, and 
for parking. Leaf-mulcher at no 
extra cost on gasoline models. 


: The New Worcester 7 ‘ 


maneuverability. 20” cut. 
Leat-mulcher included, no extra 














four-cycle and should be checked 
throughout the season and changed at 
least once a year. 

It goes without saying, a tractor’s 
performance will only be as good as 
the condition of the engine. Although 
the engines are small, they are rather 
complicated and shouldn’t be treated 
lightly. In fact, they should get as good, 


j 


SPINAWAY. Self- and hand-propelled 
models available. It has a curved blade. 


if not better, care than your automobile 
engine. If one cylinder goes out on 
your automobile, it will still operate, but 
if one cylinder goes out on your tractor 
or mower engine—that’s it. 

Many makes of engines are offered on 
garden tractors. In some instances, the 
purchaser has his choice of engine. 
Among the four-cycle engines com- 
monly seen on garden equipment are 
CONTINENTAL, BriGGS & STRATTON, 
CLINTON, KOHLER, LAUSON and WiIs- 
CONSIN. The largest manufacturer of 
two-cycle engines is POWER PRODUCTS. 


MOTO-MOWER. Rotary-type, self-pro- 


pelled, with three-speed gear available. 
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is EASY to “handle”! | 


Raise your arms slightly 
up and forward—notice 
how your hands con- 
form to the angle of the 
Eclipse Natural Grip 
Handle. No other 
mower has this feature. 
It reduces muscular 
strain, fatigue. Proof? 
Ask the family that has 
an Eclipse—then try 
one yourself! 


\ 


Your arms remain 
in relaxed posi- 
tion. No Arm, 
shoulder or back 
strain. 


Write for free folder describing our 


| 


As we all know, engines come in 
sizes or horsepower. The lower the 
horsepower, naturally, the less power | 
or pull it has. You should make sure 
that the engine on your mower will be 
powerful enough to do the job. An| 
engine of 1% horsepower should be | 
ample on a 17-inch mower. For a| 
mower in the 20-inch bracket, the en- | 
gine should be 2 to 2% horsepower. 


_— 
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/ 
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EXCELLO. Two models, 18- and 21- | 


inch cutting widths. Side ejection chute. 


The type of grass you are going to cut 
also has a bearing on the size of the 
engine. In the South, where St. Au- 
gustine and Bermuda grass. are both 
very tough, an engine with a larger 
horsepower is necessary. For the av- 
erage or bluegrass lawn you can get 
away with less power because they are 
easy to cut. Incidentally, STEARNS has 
a mower made especially for St. 
Augustine grass. 


Mower Attachments 


Generally, a power mower is a one- 
purpose tool. The two accepted attach- 
ments are a leaf mulcher for a rotary 
and a grass catcher for the reel-type 
mower. There has been interest lately 
in sulky attachments for mowers. They 
can be applied to the self-propelled 


He’s really living...he has a 


racobsen 


For all-round cutting ability, 
combined with ease of han- 
dling, the Jacobsen 18 in. man- 
ually-operated rotary mower is 
tops in the small rotary class. 
Wheels are offset to prevent 
scalping ... inset to trim clean- 
ly around trees, flower gardens 
etc. The 18 MA is powered by 
the Jacobsen-built “Hi-Torq” 
engine to insure double-quick 
starting, positive fresh lubrica- 
tion, long life and quiet opera- 
tion. 


| Exclusive Suction-Lift Rotor 


Jacobsen’s exclusive 
y suction-lift rotor uses 
| Wy four cutting knives to 
ied double the cutting 
a frequency of conven- 
| v tional bar-type mow- 
ers. Pitch of blades 
is scientifically determined to 
provide the lifting action essential 
for a smooth cut on long tender 
grass. Leaf mulcher is standard 
equipment. 





JACOBSON. Reel-type mower, 20-inch | 
cut. Has electric starter and battery. Jacobsen Mfg. Company 


Dept. W-4-5 © Racine, Wisconsin 
rotaries and all reel-type machines. 


reel, rotary and sickle bar power 
mowers and hand models. 


THE WORLD'S BEST LAWN MOWERS 35 years of leadership in mechanized lawn care 


Div. of Buffalo-Eclipse Corporation 


MI 


APRIL 1955 
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| These, though, are only recommended 


THE ECLIPSE LAWN MOWER CO. | 


on the larger machines because you 


| would need a heavier engine to pull 
4505A Railroad Ave. @ Prophetstown, Ill. | 


the weight of a man as well as the 
mower. Most concerns make sulky at- 
tachments for their mowers. For all 


Prices start at $64.95 for the electric 
rotary. See the yellow pages of your 
| classified telephone directory under ‘Lawn 
Mowers” for your Jacobsen dealer. Ask 
for a free home demonstration. 
Prices include Federal excise tax where applicable and 
} ore slightly higher west of the Rockies 




















"Mow ALL" the grass and weeds with MIOZALZ ¢ a” 
Get Going to Better Mowing on hard to mow j 
lawns, ditches, rough fence rows, unsightly 

weed patches with litte effort - maximum 

safety. Try AJOZALL ot your 5 

hardware or implement dealers, ; 

or write for free informe: ji { 


benim 
Rain Kin ng 


The BEST SPRINKLERS MADt 


Exclusive 
Finger-Tip 


Controt Set Dial to Sprinkle 


Gives you conveniences you've always 
wanted in a sprinkler—desired distance 
and spray with a turn of the control dial. 
Whether set for small or large areas, the 
spray is always broken up by the speed of the revolving 
arms to give a natural rain-like shower. Delivers plenty 
of water for deep soil saturation to give rich, healthy lawns. 
Built-in, long-lasting Sunbeam quality. Model K. New, lower 
prices, $8.75 (Colorado and West, $8.95). 

AUTOMATIC TRAVELING SPRINKLER has the same 
fnger-tip control dial as the Model K and travels, too. Winds 
up stainless steel tape to pull itself across lawn. Travels any 
course up to 100 feet—shuts off automatically. Model K20 
at new, lower prices, $35.00 (Colorado and West, $35.50). 


IRIS cape 
For NARROW 
Parkways 


Sunbeam CORPORATION 





ROTOTILLER 
OWNERS 


Valuable Information r a EE 


Write the Factory jj 
Today CUT OUT AND MAIL TODAY 


P rs Catalog, Operating 
Manual. Technical 

Frazer Farm Equipment Corp., Auburn, Ind. 

(Dept. 19) 

SO PLEASE SEND ME: 

"DO sot to secure C) Parts Catalog sscitiiatea 

R una’ send your L MY RoToTI 

lers direct to the factory. ‘| Operating aeiciadl 
orac 

FRAZE R 
EQUIPMENT CORP. 


FARM [) Technical Information coccovansncsncanensnanase 
Name 


' Address 


Dial mew) 5 to 50 Feet Automatically | 








ECLIPSE DUO-MASTER. 19-inch ro- 
tary with a new type of suction blade. 


RIDE-A-MOWER. Riding mowers. 3 
models available, rotary and reel-type. 


reel-type mowers there is now the 
Mower-CYCcLeE, a seat and handlebar 
arrangement which fits on top and in 
front of the mower. 

This year at the Garden Supply Trade 
Show I noticed several accessories on 
mowers. JACOBSON has come out with 
a reel-type mower with an electric 
starter. At present this is only on one 
machine but it is expected that it will 
be available as an accessory for other 
mowers in time. MoTto-MOwER has a 
sickle bar arrangement on the front 
of one of its reel-type mowers which 
cuts off tall straggling weeds before they 
go into the reel blades. Several rotary 
self-propelled mowers also have a high 
and low gear speed change. The reason 
for this is that when cutting tall or 
heavy grass you want the cutting blade 
spinning at high speed yet the forward 
speed of the mower lower. 


Safety Code 


With a power mower you can cut 
your grass better, quicker and without 
too much physical exertion. However, 
since it is a power tool with whirling 
blades, you should practice caution 
when operating it. Listed below are 
ten simple suggestions for power 


FLOWER GROWER 





lawn mower safety as recommended by 
the Lawn Mower Institute. 

1. Start safely. Stand firmly. Make 
sure your feet are in a safe place. 

2. Keep in step with your mower 
for perfect control. If you lag behind 
or let it pull you, you won’t be in full 
command of the machine. Don’t run. 

3. Learn how to disengage the clutch 
or stop the motor quickly in case of any 


GREEN’S MOWER. English product, 
designed for fine lawns and golf greens. 


emergency. Stop the motor whenever 
you leave the mower. 

4. Keep the way clear of little tots 
and pets. Don’t let them play around 
the mower while it is in operation. 

5. Always be sure of your footing 
and balance when mowing on inclines. 
The steeper the incline the more care 
required. 

6. Inspect the lawn that is to be 
mowed before mowing begins. Clear it 
of all stones, wire, sticks and debris. 

7. When grass is wet or when it is 
raining, it is best not to use an electric 
power mower unless you are certain 
the entire mower and cord are in per- 
fect order. 

8. Disconnect the spark plug wire 
whenever you want to work on the 
underside of a mower. Tip mower over 
by means of the handle. Don’t reach 
under the deck, chain guards or belt 
guards of any mower. Keep hands, feet 
and clothing away from any moving 


TRIM MASTER. 
edger. 


Electric trimmer and 
Two models are available. 


APRIL 1955 
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The power mowing machine 
that does EVERYTHING 


@ CUTS GRASS © REMOVES SNOW 

@ SWEEPS UP LEAVES © ROLLS LAWNS 
® SPREADS SEED, FERTILIZER, ETC. 

@ CARRIES LOAM, STONE, WOOD, ETC. 


The amazing Ride-A-Mower takes 
the work out of all your gardening 
chores—no matter how large 

your lawn area .. . and lets you 
do it all sitting down. It’s so easy 
to operate, with fingertip throttle, 
foot pedal control, forward and 
reverse speeds. Powerful 4-cycle 
2" or 3142" H.-P. air cooled 
gasoline engine gives you extra 
power for every task. 


“ ean 


ee Ae 


Send coupon for complete information and the 
name of the Ride-A-Mower dealer nearest you. 


| The Ride-A-Mower Co., Div., Midwest 
FA 


: , F , Mower Corp., Hannibal, Mo. 
Available with economical acces- Please send me FREE information about 


series that make all your work 

easier. In rotary and reel type mod- 
els with 20” and 24” cutting widths. | 
Priced as low as $252.50. 





The Ride-A-Mower Co., 
Div., Midwest Mower Corp., 
Hannibal, Mo. 


|the Ride-A-Mower. Also the name of my 
j nearest dealer. 





Name. 
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Caretakers of the 
Nation’s Lawns 


America’s Most Popular 
Reel Power Mower. 

Full 21” cutting width. 

1.6 H.P. 4-cycle Briggs 

& Stratton engine. 

A quality prod- 

uct throughout 

known for years 

of trouble-free 

service. Factory guaranteed. 


America’s Trouble-Free 

Rotary Power Mower. 

Full 21” cutting width. 2 H.P. 
4-cycle Briggs & Stratton engine. y 
High velocity side ejection 

chute to prevent “‘load- 

ing’ and e’ :ry other 

wanted qua.ity 

feature. Factory 

guaranteed, 


/ Nation. 
Wide 
Service 


Model 
251 


6 Models— 
One for 
Every Lawn 


aant/ HEINEKE & COMPANY 
. Since 1902 Springfield, UR, 


| 





[sae | Thtiple-M TOOLS 


built for long life! 


* Sturdy and strong for a lifetime 
of service 


* One Multi-Purpose Power Unit for 
tiller, mower, mulcher and snow throwe! 


* Change attachments in seconds, 
without tools 


* Triple-M saves money, time, work 
and storage space 


e See your dealer or write for details. 


Thiple-M PRODUCTS DIVISION 
WR ASTOR GARRIOTT, Mpc: (0. 


45506 Brigham Road, Gates Mills, Ohio 
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Do YOUR gardening 
the EASY power way 
BOLENS 
POWER-HO 


GARDEN TRACTORS 
featuring amazing 


POWER-HO 
SUPER 
VERSA-MATIC 
MODEL 1S FD 


With this one-lever Versa-Matic con- 
trol, a Bolens owner can choose any 
desired forward speed or reverse, with- 
out shifting, clutching or belt changing. 
All at full engine governed speed with 
no throttling down and loss of power. 
If operator releases handle when in re- 
verse, tractor automatically goes into 
neutral—a great safety feature .. .Bolens 
111 attachments for year ‘round use 
include cultivators, lawn mowers and a 
rotary snow caster. Other tractor models 
from one wheel to 8 h. p. Ridemaster. 


America’s Finest Outdoor Power vena 


_ MOWERS 
9 Models — 


- 
ROTARY TILLERS 
7 Models 








"mimi eee 3 
2 7 


SEAniCT: 


MAIL COUPON TODAY! 








City 


Soteeeatiennttadieandieeiaaestinae 














| parts. Never attempt removal of any 


| Object from the mower until motor has | 
| been completely stopped. 


| 


9. Keep fuel stored in an enue 


tightly sealed container. 


10. Respect your power mower and | 


teach this respect to the younger mem- 
bers of the family who use it. 

11. Excessive cutting blade speed is 
dangerous—do not overspeed the en- 
gine by tampering with the governor. 


From the Mail Bag 


“Just the thing for lawns” 
the Swift people say about their new 
GOLDEN ViGoRO. This new product, 
which will be a companion to their 
regular ViGoro, has two features which 
make it good on lawns. First, it won’t 
burn the foliage; second, it lasts a long 
time in the soil. 

Another plant food that is said to 
do a good job on lawns is GLORION. 
This product, designed to do several 
jobs, fertilizes and conditions the soil. 
It is made of natural minerals. 





Lawn Mower Information 


@ Illustrated information on _ the 
power mowers pictured in FLOWER 
GROWER can be obtained from the 
various manufacturers. Their names 
and addresses are as follows: 


ALL-IN-ONE, Parker’s Products, 
Portland 1, Ore. 

COOPER KLIPPER, Cooper Manu- 
facturing Co., Marshalltown, 
lowa. 

ECLIPSE DUO-MASTER, Eclipse 
Lawn Mower Co., Prophetstown, 
Ill. 

EXCELLO, Heineke & Co., Spring- 
field, Ill. 

GOODALL, Goodall Manufactur- 
ing Co., Warrensburg, Mo. 

GREEN’S MOWERS, Hiram F. 
Goodwin & Son (distributor), 
22366 Grand River Ave., Detroit, 
Mich. 

HUFFY, Huffman Manufacturing 
Co., Dayton 1, Ohio. 

JACOBSON, Jacobson Manufactur- 
ing Co., Washington Ave., Racine, 
Wis. 

MOW-A-MATIC, Mow-a-Matic Di- 
vision of Food Machinery Chemi- 
cal Corp., Port Washington, Wis. 

MOTO-MOWER, Moto-Mower Co., 
Richmond, Ind. 

RIDE-A-MOWER, _Ride-A-Mower 
Division, Midwest Mower Corp., 
Hannibal, Mo. 

SAVAGE, Savage Arms Co., Chico- 
pee Falls, Mass. 

SNAPPIN’ TURTLE, Power Imple- 
ments Division, Southern Saw 
Works, Atlanta, Ga. 

SPINAWAY, Hal-Gan Products, 
Inc., Blue Mound Rd., Elm Grove, 
Wis. 

TRIM MASTER, E. F. Britten & 
Co., Cranford, N. J. 














is what | 


EVERYTHING YOU NEED 
for complete plant 
and soil control 


Don’t let hidden soil deficiencies rob 
you of the beautiful breath-taking garden 
and lawn you can grow this season. The 
De Luxe MASTER GARDENER will 
enable you to feed and treat soil, foliage 
and roots as needed, throughout the 
spring and summer. It ‘includes: (1) The 
spherical Lifetime FLOW MIXER, for 
easy, uniform application of plant food, 
lime, weed-killers, pesticides and even 
Blue Grass seed all in effective water 
solution or suspension; (2) The T-shaped 
Lifetime ROOT FEEDER, for direct 
sub - irrigation and (with Flow Mixer) 
root feeding of trees, shrubs, roses, lawns, 
etc., (3) The 18-lb. Economy Box of 
soluble FERTILEZE Plant Food. Sup- 
plying balanced amounts of all 14 essen- 
tial food minerals; (4) the Sudbury 2- 
Minute SOIL TEST KIT, for accurately 
determining lime requirements; (5) 20 
Ibs. of the finest dolemitic lime for clean, 
quick spray application by Flow Mixer; 
and (6) a copy of “The Modern Method 
Lawn Builder.” Gratifying results AB- 
SOLUTELY GUARANTEED! 


FLOW MIXER: Just attach to outside water 
fap, apply desired material through your 
hose, automatic sprinkler, soaker or Root 
Feeder. Lifetime-built of heavy gauge Alcoa 
aluminum, exclusive Hydra-hose agitation 
ROOT FEEDER: Rugged lifetime construction 
Molded aluminum handle has handy OFF 
ON valve; steel feeding spindle inserts 
easily into soil, 

FERTILEZE ECONOMY BOX: Concentrated, 
all-nutrient formula for complete and sup 
plemento! feeding. Full-season supply for 
3,000-ft. area 


419" 
$795 


$415 


A complete guide to 
Successful Lawn Building 
and Maintenance. 


New, effective techniques to 
assure grotifying results in 
building new lawns and re- 
ivvencting old ones; how to 
save time and money. Just 
Published. 


ots S58 
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SNAPPIN’ TURTLE. Self-propelled ro- 
tary mower. Riding sulky is available. 


insecticides this year. It’s called DreL- 
DRIN. This material will kill most all 
the common insects which attack lawns 
and will last a long time in the soil. 
Last summer, during one of our many 
droughts, I'll bet you wished for some- 
thing that would make the water you 
put on the garden a little wetter. Well, 
there is something now that does—in a 
sense, anyway. The material is Aqua- 
Gro and it is applied to the soil. What 
it does is this: it allows water to enter 
the soil easier and makes the water more 

available to your plant roots. 
—WILLIAM L. MEACHEM 


GOODALL. Heavy-duty rotary, 20-inch 


y 


cut. 2 or 2% H.P. engines available. 


COOPER KLIPPER. Reel-type, 18- and 
20-inch cutting widths, recoil starter. 


APRIL 1955 





Roller and skid pan drive 
It glides — It’s safel 


cuTs CLEAN eee 
TRIMS CLOSE LI CLIMBS BANKS 
pan oe , 


MULCHES 


PULLS A $ LEAVES 
SULKY bs: 


The “ultra” in power lawn mowers. Write today for free literature. 





Power Implement Div. 
Southern Saw Works, Inc. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Please send me without cost or obligation, data on Snappin’ Turtle mowers. 


Name 


Address. 
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Here’s the easy 
way to doa 
multitude 
of chores! 









ROTARY 
TILLER 


Onl 


EDGER Gear Round, Muli-Purpose 
SCRAPER 
med POWER TOOL 


Now, anyone can do those difficult chores around the 
home easily and effortlessly. And it’s fun, too—with 
Shov-0-Matic. This new lightweight, compact power 
tool cultivates, edges, tills, shovels the walks, etc. You 
saey guide it. No push, no strain. Attachments 
quickly changed in minutes. Y% H.P. (40 to 1 geared) 
p GE motor provides tremen- 
dous power. Just flip the 
switch and you're ready to 
go. Quality built and guar- 
anteed for years of service. 
No other tool will do so 
many jobs so well for such 
a small investment. f 


OTHER 


ATTACHMENTS 
AVAILABLE SOON 








Only Cc lete with 
‘omplete wi 
wi) iw Se 
9BQ50 Sra 
WRITE FOR FOLDER 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 
SHOV-O-MATIC DIVISION 
DUO-CONTROL SPRING CO. 
East Lansing 4, Michigan 
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| POWER SPRAY... 
; Fine Mist or 25-foot Stream 
with the NEW medium-size 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| 

| 

| 

| 
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| 

| 
CHAMPION “700” | 
When heavy-duty sprayers are too 
big and hand sprayers too small, | 
you'll find the “700” just right. | 
All-brass nozzle adjusts with a turn | 
from mist to 25-foot stream. 1%- | 
gal.-per-min. pump gives steady | 
pressures up to 200 lbs. Galva- | 
nized steel tank holds 8 gal. Unit is | 
lightweight, portable, easy to use. | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

I 

| 


Write for literature 
CHAMPION SPRAYER CO. 


! 

| 

| Mfr. Portable Sprayers and Dusters 
| 6517 HEINTZ AVE. * DETROIT 11, MICH. 
| 
J 





Distributorships available — write for details 











How new Sodar 


kills crabgrass 


N TESTS I OBSERVED all over the 
[counts in 1954, by far the best 

chemical control for crabgrass was 
Sodar. Sodar is the proposed official 
name for disodium monomethyl ar- 
sonate. In tests, it did as good a job 
of killing crabgrass as potassium cyanate 
at its best, yet was never erratic in its 
action. It worked as well at 50° as it 
did at 90°. Sun, clouds, temperature 
and other variables did not affect its 
kill. 

It also overcame the weaknesses of 
other chemical crabgrass controls like 
phenyl mercuric acetate, sodium ar- 
senite and others. In no instance did it 
damage permanent grasses at the rates 
recommended for use. At double recom- 
mended rates, it caused slight yellow- 
ing on Zoysia Meyeri, but the grass 
recovers normal color quickly after 
feeding and watering. 

In action, Sodar is similar to potas- 
sium cyanate. That is, it is a contact 
killer, does its work and loses its killing 
power within a day or two. It has no 
residual effect whatever, and seed can 
be sown successfully immediately after- 
wards. 

Is Sodar the perfect crabgrass killer? 
Perhaps not. The ideal material would 
have the following specifications: 1. 
Kill only crabgrass and other annual 
weeds; 2. Leave permanent grasses un- 
harmed; 3. Be harmless to newly seeded 
lawns; 4. Have a residual effect on 
crabgrass seed; 5. Work consistently at 
all temperatures; 6. Be non-toxic to 
man. and warm-blooded animals; 7. 
Low in cost. 

Taking these specifications one at a 
time, Sodar does a clean-out job on 
crabgrass. I saw patches of solid crab- 
grass sprayed in 1954 which were com- 
pletely dead a week after treatment. It 
comes about as close to doing a 100 
percent job of killing as any material 
I have seen, equal to sodium arsenite 
in this respect. 

Whether Sodar will be the country- 
wide control for crabgrass we are look- 
ing for cannot be definitely stated at 
this time. It certainly looks like the 
best to date on Kentucky Bluegrass, 
Merion Bluegrass, Fescues and even 
Bents. The one instance where it caused 
yellowing of Zoysia Meyeri at double 
normal dosage might indicate caution 
when treating this species. Tests on 
Bermuda were limited to California, 
and were not extensive enough to give 
all the answers. It did not injure this 
grass, however. More tests are needed 










BRECKS ; 
NEw a oe 


Rellyn Ye 


Amazing Garden Tool! * 


ITHOES! IT ROOTS! IT WEEDS! 4% 
IT EDGES! IT TRENCHES! IT DIGS! 
IT REMOVES STONES! IT AERATES SOIL! 











One simple, perfect tool to do all your gardening 


| jobs! Takes the place of hoe, pick, trowel, hand 


ax, or small spade. 
SAFER — HANDIER — LONGER LASTING 
The 15 hardwood handle can’t slip off — unique 


| design keeps it permanently positioned! So light 


and perfectly balanced a child can use it without 


| growing arm-weary. Drop-forged heavy steel 
| ‘blades hold keen cutting edges indefinitely. 


Guaranteed for a lifetime by the maker and 
backed by Breck’s 137-year reputation for the 
best in garden tools. Ideal for planting bulbs, 


| seeds or shrubs. It’s useful every trip you make 


to the garden. Only $3.00 postpaid, 


ORDER YOURS TODAY! B RE r@ KS 


BRECK’S oF Boston 
531 Breck Building OF BOSTON 
Boston 10, Mass. SEEDSMEN SINCE 1818 








Rotary Plow 
is only one of 
21 sturdy tools 
Tractor does every lawn, 





... 5-HP Gravely : 
garden, field job easier, better! All-gear Drive, 


Power Reverse. New ‘‘Power vs Drudgery” 
Booklet FREE! Write today . . . and ask about 
the NEW EASY PAY PLAN. 


‘GRAVELY: 


BOX 416 _ DUNBAR, W. VA. 
FIELD-TESTED FOR 34 YEARS 









Meyer’s ZOYSIA GRASS 


Most amazing lawn grass ever seen. Builds beautiful 
lawns. Not a seed, but plugs. Spreads rapidly. 1 per sq 
ft. carpets area completely in about 2 seasons. Crowds 
out crab grass, water grass, weeds. Loves hot weather 
Sold bu. lots only (300 to 350 plugs). $30 a Bu. Send 
check or M.O. Shipped Exp. collect. FREE! Plugger for 
planting with each order. Write today to: 


AMES GRASS NURSERY 
4308 Ames Ave. Omaha, Nebr. 


LUCKY 10 om 


7? " 
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If You Want Quality— 





Mery Tiller. 


Basic machine is combination 
tractor-tiller. 2-in-one unit 
Saves you money! As tiller— 
prepares seed beds, mulches, Jf pirentea 
tills. As tractor—powers plow, 
sickle mower, grader, weeder. Also 
Rotors give maximum traction. 
Sno-Fly attachment available. 


Ask for Free Demonstration 5 
Works any- a 
where. Tills up 
to 10° deep in 
rocky soil, clay 
with patented 
‘Gripper-Leverage’. 
Tines guarant 
Proved low mainte- 
nance. Famous 2! 
h. p. engine. 












Pe 
P enline 


We challenge an 

comparison wit 
cheaper, bulkier 
or single-purpose 
machines. Insist & 
on the original. 


Get Free Folder! 
MERRY TILLER, 813 Skinner Sellding 
P. O. Box 1835, Seattle 11, Wash. 


Every Garden Needs 


linylitter 


ALL ELECTRIC a $ 4950 
Ja Post Paid 











* Till 











* Cultivate Weighs Only 

* Mulch oo ORDER NOW! 
Gi teed 
iad bi Lowest Priced Attachments 


for Every Gardening Need 
* Mow * Trim * Edge 
* Cut Tall Weeds 


L. M. BROOKS Co. 
129 South 206th Street Seattle 88, Washington 
FREE LITERATURE 


Economical 
Powerful 4 





Right Power Mower” 


Gives you the facts you need be- 
fore buying any power mower — 
electric, rotary or reel. Answers 
22 important questions about en- 
gines, starting, safety, cutting 
sizes, advantages and disadvan- 
tages of various types. Includes 

basic check chart for use when you inspect mow- 
ers. Tells features to look for. Thostrated. F Foctesl. 
Write for your copy now. No obligation. 


GOODALL MANUFACTURING CORP. 
Dept. F4 Warrensburg, Missouri 





Guaranteed 
2% HP engine or 4 HP Blectrie 7 = ” 
Direct factory price . . . (less motor) 
Order today! Send for free —~§ 39: 95 
RED-& TRACTOR co. 
Richfield 8, Wisconsin 


SAVE YOUR GARBAGE! 


Leaves, garbage, grass—even sawdust and soot 
—can be moa cheaply into rich garden fertil- 
izer with science-discovery, ActivO. Quick, Easy. 
Any season. $2.95 size (ppd.) treats up to 2000 
Ibs. compost. See eae -supplier and rush post- 
card for free details. 

ACTIVO COMPANY, Bridgeton 36, | 





di 


| ing produces a crown, 


on Southern species like Centipede and | 


St. Augustine. 
Where Sodar (and all other crab- 


grass killers) fail to live up to the ideal | 





| 
now —cultivate ‘and weed 
with easel os 


is when it is used on newly seeded lawns. | 


The individual plants in such a lawn | 


are actually annuals until they have 
been mowed several times. The mow- 
the perennial 


| . 
structure which enables the permanent 


seeds of the permanent grasses we are | 





grasses to resist chemical sprays. Until 
a crown has developed, however, all 
chemical weed killers will injure young 
grasses. 

The question of the value of residual 
effect on crabgrass seed is a moot 
point. The difficulty here is that I can- 
not see how any chemical will kill 
crabgrass seed without being equally 
destructive to the newly germinating 


trying to save. 

Since crabgrass only invades a lawn 
when it thins out, reseeding is prac- 
tically always necessary. It doesn’t 
make sense to kill out patches of crab- | 
grass and leave these bare. The pur- | 
pose of our spray program is to 
rejuvenate the lawn, not to kill crab- 
grass. 

Chemicals like 2,4-D (which is an 
excellent control for crabgrass if spray- 
ing is done early and every three weeks 
thereafter), phenyl mercuric acetate, 
and lead arsenate are all active residual 
chemicals. One crabgrass killer which 
works by residual effect is sodium di- 
chlorophenoxyethyl sulfate, which will 
kill all seedlings under six weeks old. 
Obviously, if these chemicals are used, 








Merion Inspection 


®@ The interest in the above picture 
is centered on the original parent 
plants of Merion bluegrass growing 
in the plant nursery at Pennsylvania 
State University. It was here that the 
new grass was researched and de- 
veloped. The onlookers are, left to 
right: H. B. Musser, Penn. State pro- 
fessor; Arden Jacklin, president of 
the Merion Bluegrass Association; 
and Al G. Law, Washington State 


College. Standing is Joseph Duich, 
in charge of the Merion experi- 
mentation. 
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a NEA Ps: furrows tor bulbs ond 
seeds quickly! 


mew — work ii ‘soil. conditioners! 










No. 250 


$ s22° 


Powered by { 
any popular 
V4” electric drill. 





See how crumbly 

and friable soil gets 
when you run over it 
with Electro-Hoe. 





Now you can convert your electric 
drill into a marvelously handy, energy-saving 
garden tool! Electro-Hoe effortlessly digs, cul- 
tivates and weeds the average garden or flower 
bed in a fraction of the time required by spade 
and hoe. Quickly digs furrows for seeds and 

| bulbs. Mixes into the soil manure, peat moss, 

fertilizers and conditioners more thoroughly 
and effectively than by hand. Costs far less 
| than any powered garden tool, because it uses 

your 1/4”’ electric drill, which clamps on in a 

jiffy. Light, safe, durably built with spring steel 

blades. Get an Electro-Hoe! It takes the work 
out of gardening—leaving you just the fun! 


| Sold by leading hardware, avto and gardening 
| supply dealers. If your dealer hasn't yet received 
Electro-Hoe, we will fill your order direct, if you 
| give your dealer's name and address. 


Write for literature. 


W. RR. BROWN CORPORATION 
2681 N, NORMANDY AVE,, CHICAGO 35, ILL. 
Makers of Famous Speedy Paint Sprayers 











Kilis weeds. with a squirt! 


KILLER KANE 


No stooping! No digging! Kills weeds as fast 
as you walk. Just place tip on weed, press, re- 
lease and 2,4-D weed killer drenches weed. 
Hollow handle holds one pint of solution for 
dandelion, plantain etc. Bulls-eye control saves 
your clover. Durable plastic and brass. 


At stores everywhere 


Spray the easy way 


SPRAYER KANE / 















“ 





Be i - 
No tank to pump up ... No pack to carry! 
Weight rests on the ground. Just push 
down to spray. Right angle turn on 
nozzle directs spray up or down... 
covers all parts of plants. Holds half- 
gallon. Made of durable plastic ¢ 

and brass 6.95 


See your hardware or garden store. If not avail- 
able locally send check for postpaid shipment. 


DONALDSON CO., INC. 


662 Pelham Boulevard ° St. Paul 14, Minnesota 


KILLER KANE 
2,4-D WEED KILLER 


KARTRIDGES 


Dissolve with a fizz! Drop one 
pellet in Killer Kane for proper 
solution, Dissolves and mixes 
itself, Easy to use. 


Vial of 12....... 5 9¢ 














this means all spraying must be done 
from three to six weeks before reseed- 
ing can be started. This seriously cramps 
the efforts of the lawn maker, since in 
the North he may not finish crabgrass 
spraying until August 1. Latest work on 
grass-seed germination seems to point 
to mid-August as the best time for 
seeding most of the permanent lawn 
grasses. With Merion bluegrass, for 
example, germination in mid-August 
was enough better than of grass seeded 
in mid-September to make the difference 
between a thick, healthy lawn the first 
year and one which was too thin to 
prevent weed invasion. 

Temperature plays an important part 
in chemical weed control. For example, 
2,4-D works poorly at readings below 
70°. In the case of crabgrass, the prob- 
lem is usually one of high, not low 
readings. Potassium cyanate, the best 











An Invitation 
to share with FLOWER GROWER 
THE PLEASURES OF OUTDOOR LIVING 


A special 12-page section in the May issue of Flower Grower will 
explore the delights of living in your garden, with features on 
Terraces, Outdoor Living Rooms, Fireplaces and Grills, Garden 
Rooms and Shelters, Gantien Furniture and A Waterfall Garden. 


Also... 
“The Healthy Garden’ 


All the ways to make a garden healthier, more fun to live in: New 
insecticide and pesticide developments, new tools for healthy gardens, 
instructions on using garden chemicals wisely, and a Thee oad simple 
schedule of garden pest control. 


IN THE BIG MAY ISSUE OF 
FLOWER GROWER, The Home Garden Magazine 


























Slope Problem Solved 


@ Getting a lawn to grow on the 
steep slope of poor soil in the top 
picture was quite a problem. But it 
was done, as you can see in the 
bottom photograph, and here’s how: 

A good seed bed was first pre- 
pared and properly fertilized. The 
slope was then seeded with a good 
quality grass seed which was raked 
in lightly. A chemical soil condi- 
tioner was then uniformly applied 
at the rate of % pound per 100 
square feet (Krilium, Loakaker 
formulation). The surface was then 
lightly compacted with the back of 
a shovel and sprinkled with a fine 
mist. 

The soil conditioner supplied a 
temporary action on the surface and 
held the soil in place until the grass 
seeds germinated—the roots of the 
grass plants did the rest. 
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tity to these many 
exclusive features for 
fine grass cutting and 
convenient easy oper- 
ation. 
Moderate in cost for 
——— high quality, 
LIPPER” power lawn mowers are built to give many 
voms of P ible and trouble-free lawn 
mowing service. 
Fully powered by Briggs & Stratton 4-cycle engines. 
Gyelo-meo win POWER MOWER 
*18" 
These new wr tra a Type acome 4 “Cyclo- 







































cutting 

added ene of NON- 
SCALPING and free even grass 
distribution without piling up 
or windrowing cuttings 

Built for Those who Want the BEST! 
Ask your dealer to 
demonstrate one of 
these outstanding 
COOPER Power Lawn 
Mowers. Write for his 
name and attractive 

literature TODAY. 


COOPER MANUFACTURING CO. 


753-755 South First Avenue @ Marshalltown, lowa 





LOW IN COST- HIGH IN QUALITY 


COMPACT IN SIZE - A POWERHOUSE 
4 IN PERFORMANCE 


Ride while you 


work with the © Husky 3 HP. Clinton Engine 
— © Convenient Recoil Starter 

© 2 Forward — 2 Reverse Speeds 
Write — y © Heavy Duty Traction Tires 
wee A © Compact — Easy to Handle 
information © Automotive — Type Steering 


This rugged, versatile tractor is ideal for farms, estates, schools, 
nurseries, institutions, parks, etc. Tackles every tough chore on 
the farm. 12 quick-hitch attachments available, including Snow 
Plow, Sickle Mower, Gang Mowers, Trailer, Turning Plow, etc. 








NATIONAL FARM EQUIPMENT CO., inc. 


NEW YORK 12, N. Y 





142 GREENE STREET ° 















You can afford this 
new low-cost riding 
lawn mower. Ride 
while you mow, 
seed and do 
all lawn 
chores. Save 
time . . . Ride in Comfort . Have Fun while 
your RIDE-TRAC does the ‘work, This riding 
mower is safe and easy to operate. Write today 
for low prices. 
BELSAW RIDE-TRAC DIVISION 
9042 Field Bidg 

315 Westport Rd., Kansas City 11, Missouri 
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of the contact herbicides up to the in- 
troduction of Sodar, is erratic in its 
action. At high temperatures, it may 
cause as much injury to permanent 
grasses as it does to crabgrass. Sodar 
seems to work as well at 50° as it does 
at 100°, and is consistent, time after 
time. Dosage should be adjusted (less 
of the chemical is needed at higher 
temperatures) but otherwise it is com- 
pletely without temperament. 

As its name indicates, disodium 
monomethyl arsonate contains arsenic. 
However, it is considered relatively non- 
toxic, so that the Post Office Depart- 
ment does not require a poison warn- 
ing label on the package when mailed. 


Cost is about the same as potassium | 
cyanate, per square foot of lawn. Since | 
the need for repeat sprayings is re- | 
costs are | 


duced, labor and material 
lower than for those of other effective 
chemicals. 

The matter of controlling other weeds 
needs to be discussed. At the present 
time, Federal authorities are not recog- 
nizing it as a control for any lawn pest 
other than crabgrass. In limited tests, 
it has proved deadly to such serious 
pests as Knotweed, silver crab or goose 
grass, purslane and others. In fact, 
more extensive tests in 1955 may show 


| it to be a specific control for all annual 


weeds without affecting perennials. It 
wiped out chickweed like a sudden frost. 

It is non-corrosive and can be applied 
with regular spray equipment. 


tion is required to cover a given area. 
—R. MILTON CARLETON 


Does a lawn need to be raked every 
two weeks? 

More often than that! Your lawn 
should be clear of all debris at all times 
—not only for the sake of appearance, 
but for the health of the grass and ease 
of mowing. Anything lying on the 
grass prevents light from reaching the 
blades. In time, this will bleach all 
the green out of the grass and will 
eventually kill it. Before you ever 
put a mower on a lawn inspect the 
lawn carefully and remove all sticks, 
stones and wire. A stone caught in 
the blades of a hand mower will give 
you quite a jolt while pushing; a stone 
caught in the blades of a power mower 
could ruin the machine. Make lawn- 
raking as regular a job as mowing. 


Do worms in the soil hurt a lawn? 

The worms themselves won’t hurt 
your lawn, but they have the nasty 
habit of throwing their castings. 
These can be unsightly and if the piles 
of castings are large enough, they may 
smother the grass plants immediately 
below. 








It works | 
well in a sprinkling can, but more solu- | 
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New low price! 


+166°° 


Ariens Yordster 
Rotary Tiller 


HM ATTACHMENTS 


FOR EASY GARDEN, YARD 


AND LAWN CARE! 


Now! Only $166.50 buys the fam- 
ous Ariens Yardster rotary tiller— 
prepares garden without spading; 
cultivates all season without hoe- 
ing! Quick-hitch, work-saving at- 
tachments: rotary mower to cut 
weeds, keep lawns velvety smooth 
. heavy duty sprayer for trees, 
plants ... rotary sno-thro to clear 
walks and drives. Famous-make 
2 h.p. engine. Self-propelled with 
2-speed wheel drive—merely guide 
it! Unequalled for construction, 
looks, performance, price — see it 
soon! Try it and you'll buy it! 


; _ LOOK! Only $129.75 







for the amazing 


trietis 


ROTARY TILLER 


with new, curved 
“Paring Knife” Tines 


4 


Tills 12” wide up to 6” deep! 
All steel construction — priced 
amazingly low at $129.75. 
For details, 

see your dealer or write: 


ARIENS COMPANY 


137 Calumet Street Brillion, Wisconsin 


MCA 


.. America’s first and foremost name 


in rotary tillage 
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Glenn Dale Azaleas 
[FROM PAGE 87] contradiction. It may 
be that those of borderline hardiness 





LIFETIME PLASTIC MARKERS 


Made of durable, heavy gauge, molded white plastic. Guaranteed to with- 
stand all kinds of weather. Permanent, will not rot, curl, or mildew. Write 
on with ordinary pencil. Easy to read, Writing will be legible for many 
seasons. 








| 
| 
LIFETIME MARKERS may be easily bent. Dip in boiling water for a few sec- 
onds until pliable. Then bend to angle desired. 








| 
| H. 24%." x 8” Tee Stake. 
i J. 3” x 12” Tee Stake. 






















; wr for Catalog of Other Styles and Quantit 
Dept. 2A, 10342 Lanark, 
| GR O ts Q TIT 4 SA L ES Detroit 24, Michigan 
| Markers Available in Canada From C. A. Cruickshank, Toronto 12, Ont. 


50 
$3.00 
5.40 
Prices 


10 100 
$1.00 st 75 $5.00 
1.80 3.00 9.00 











Silver 


BROWNEL 





Enjoy Beautiful English HOLLIES 


e Brownell pot-grown hollies 
create a strong root system as 
they grow in the scientifically 
developed mixture of Oregon 
soil. For years we have shipped 
our pot-grown hollies, in all 
sizes, and they are successfully 
growing in most all sections 
of the United States today. 


Throughout the Year 


e Our new 48-page booklet, 
Hollies fromall over the world, 
fully describes more than 100 
named varieties of English, 
Asiatic and native American 
hollies. Thirty varieties illus- 
trated...8 pages in full color. 
Send for your free copy now. 


HOLLY ARBORETUM & NURSERY, 
P.O. BOX 5965-F § MILWAUKIE, OREGON 











The 





BASKET 


Now your garden wheelbarrow does double 
with the Barrow Basket 
easily and rigidly attached in seconds with clamps 
to standard sized garden wheelbarrow to give 17% 
bushels of carrying space. Barrow Basket collapsible 
to 2” width for easy wall storage. Every home owner 
needs BARROW BASKET for ground clean up of 
leaves, trimmings, brush and weeds. Made of gal 
vanized wire on tubular steel frame, 
bottom burning grate. Order yours 
$9.95. Shipped express Collect 
GARDEN CART BASKET (To fit. 2-wheel Cart) 
complete with Sarena grate only $8.95 Postpaid. 
Order yours toda 
THRESHOLD HOUSE 
Dept. FG-i, 1133 Sheridan Road, Winnetka, Illinois 


complete with 
today. Only 














duty 
A leaf basket and burner | 





W ec Iron Pot Holder Rings . 


A graceful adornment for your ornamental 
iron bars outdoors and in. Snaps on 4 inch 
square vertical rails ; 4-inch openings fit stand- 
ard flower pots. 79 cents each or 6 for $4.50 
postpaid. Send your order today to Welzart, 
4117 W. 67th St., Prairie Village, Kansas. 





birch 


Net 90 


Catalog No. 
; slightly ++ 
in far west 





ROOT SOAKER 


Gets to the Bottom of Things 


@ Allows more water saturation around roots for 
@ Carpet 
Lawns—Lush Flowers—Better Shrubs—Finer Trees— 


better, sturdier, healthier growth and life. 


More Productive Garden Crops—More Beautiful 
Roses. @ Heavy Extruded Aluminum 37” Overall 
Length. 


BIRCH MANUFACTURING CO. 


128 


RAIN MATE 


With the Sensational Panoramic Head 


@ Each arm may be individually adjusted 
instantly to any position in a complete 360° 
circle. @ Fine Mist Spray coverage from 
only 10 sq. ft. up to 2000 sq. ft. @ Operates 
efficiently whether water pressure is high or 
low. 






‘Catalog 
No. 203 


$4.95 


in far west 


1523 Sedgwick St. Chicago 10, Ill. 











become unsatisfactory only when they 
are subjected to growth-forcing neces- 
sary to produce plants quickly in com- 
mercial nurseries. Farther north, the 
reason for the apparent contradiction 
lies, perhaps, in a combination of in- 
judicious fertilizing and the natural lack 
of cold resistance which is characteris- 
tic of very young plants, as the hardi- 
ness of specimens several years old in 
private gardens is known. In any case, 
the Glenn Dale azaleas were not in- 
tended for a climate more severe than 
that of Washington, D. C., and those 
which prove hardy farther north can 
be considered an unearned bonus. 

Pink azaleas are great favorites with 
the public. The Glenn Dale group is 
not particularly strong in this color 
but there are a few exceptionally fine 
ones which are achieving prominence. 
DAYSPRING has already become a 
classic with its unusual blossoms shad- 
ing from white in the center to pink 
margins. It is one of the few early- 
blooming Glenn Dales and one of the 
very best. Next come Joya and FAsH- 
ION, the latter with hose-in-hose flow- 
ers. The season for pink continues with 
MarTHA HITCHCOCK which has unique 
reddish-purple margined flowers with 
white centers which are 3 inches in 
diameter and give a pink garden effect, 
and with CRINOLINE, one of the best 
of all the Glenn Dales with ruffled 
Tyrian-pink blossoms which flare out 
even wider than 3 inches. L1LLIE MAUDE 
is almost a duplicate of it, but blooms 
about two weeks later. SaGa is the 
best of the late-blooming pinks, with 
3-inch, fringed flowers on a low, spread- 
ing bush that matures to 3 feet. 

The deeper shades of rose pink are 
also popular, and there are three va- 
rieties in this group on which there 
is general agreement as to their out- 
standing qualities. SUWANEE comes 
first (in mid-season) and it is one of 
the most luminous stars in the con- 
stellation of fine Glenn Dale hybrids, 
with bright, crisp flowers 3 inches 
across. Then come the two late-season 
sorts, PEARL BRADFORD and SaaiItT- 
TARIUS—the first deep rose-pink, the 
latter salmon-pink. Both are of extraor- 
dinary value for their low, 2-foot 
stature. The blossoms are 3 inches. 

The Glenn Dales are outstanding in 
shades of lilac to purple, and I hope 
that gardeners will hold in abeyance 
their prejudice against this color range 
until they have seen these stunning hy- 
brids. CONTENT is a good one, with 
3-inch blossoms of pale purple in mid- 
season, but it is overshadowed by ZULU 
with even larger flowers of sleek, rich 
mallow purple. A little later is Noc- 
TURNE with big, aster-purple flowers of 
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NEW! AMBER 


RASPBERRY 


First time offered! Large, 
cone-shaped amber-col- 
ored berries are sweet 
and fine quality. Plants 
are very vigorous and 
grow taller than other 
raspberries. Ripens July 
20-25th. 





















INTERLAKEN — Golden 
yellow berries very sweet Selected Vines 
with delightful, ta 
flavor. ABSOLUTE- 5 
LY SEEDLESS. Eat 

them whole. Vine 
hardy, vigorous, dis- 
ease free. Ripens 
Aug. 15 to Sept. 1. 
ROMULUS — First 


each 


time offered. Similar 
to Interlaken but 
ripens 2 weeks later. 


64-PAGE FULL COLOR CATALOG 


Ornamental and Flowering Trees 
ond Shrubs, Fruit Trees (Dwarf and 
Standard), Berries, Shade Trees, 
Roses, Evergreens, all in gorgeous 
color. “HOW TO” suggestions for 
best results. DIAMOND JUBILEE 
SPECIALS give Extra Values. Send 
postcord today. 


2 for $3.25 


KELLY Bros. Nurseries, Inc. 
293 Maple St., Dansville, N. Y. 


GROWERS OF FINE NURSERY STOCK SINCE 1880 








Air power — plus | 
Liquid spray — 


from a single source! 





TOOL OF 
100 USES 


Here are the combined advantages of a 
high-capacity sprayer and air com- 
ressor, designed by Tokheim to 
ighten work for suburbanites. Delivers 
up to 100 Ibs. pressure, 8-gallon spray 
capacity. Electrically pressurized, oper- 
ates 30 minutesaway from powersource. | 


SPRAY POWER | AIR POWER 
einsecticides, weedkillers| «for inflating tires | 
¢ paints and whitewash/ «greasing cars, tools 
e deodorants, disinfectants} and garden equipment 
ewater ...a handy aux-| dusting and many other 
iliary fire-fighter| maintenance jobs 


See your dealer! Write for FREE folder. 


General Products Division 
TOKHEIM CORPORATION 
1640 Wabash Ave. Fort Wayne 1, Ind. 
Factory Branch: 1309 Howard St.,San Francisco 3, Cal. 
In Canada: H, Reeder, 205 Yonge Street, Toronto 
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remarkable brilliance. It seems cv.iain 
to become a universal favorite. It is 
followed by YouTu, another of the 
truly resplendent hybrids with fragrant 
purple flowers. 

The red-flowered Glenn Dale hy- 
brids are noteworthy for their purity 
of tone but, like almost all azaleas of 
their color, they bleach in the sun and 
they should have some protection, espe- 
cially at midday, if it can be arranged. 
REDBIRD makes a splash of pure scar- 
let in early mid-season, followed by 
GALATHEA, in a shade of red not too 
different, which is also notable for the 
luminous burnish of its blossoms. Cop- 
PERMAN is the chief of the red-flowered 
group, a flaming achievement with 
3-inch flowers of glittering purity which 
come in late mid-season. 

The white-flowered hybrids are 
azaleas of triumphant fairness, with an 
elegance of unadorned beauty which 
beggars description. If no other Glenn 


Dale azaleas existed these alone would | 
make their mame secure in the annals | 


of horticulture. GLACIER is regarded by 
many specialists as the finest in the en- 
tire hybrid group, combining as it does 
large white flowers of immaculate 
purity with lustrous, dense foliage 
which would be extraordinarily hand- 
some if there were never any blos- 
soms. My favorite is TREASURE, which 
also blooms at mid-season. It has huge, 
opulent blossoms which open from 
blush pink buds and retain just a hint 
of flush to warm their whiteness. 

How hardy are these Glenn Dale hy- 
brids which are here recommended? 
They are among the hardiest and most 


adaptable of this entire race of azaleas, | 


but no one can give positive assurance 
that they will thrive in any specific 
situation north of Philadelphia. 


Gardeners experienced with the | 
Glenn Dale hybrids agree that they | 


thrive best with some shelter, as in the 


high dappled shade from hardwood | 


trees and on the north and northeast 
sides of buildings and evergreens. Their 


growth should not be forced. An appli- | 
cation of cottonseed meal in April | 


and again in mid-June, but not later, is 
ample. They should not be irrigated 
after mid-August so their tissues will 
safely harden before the advent of 
cold weather. Like all azaleas, they re- 
quire an acid soil which is loose and 
porous in texture and which is liberally 
fortified with peat or other humus. 

A complete collection of Glenn Dale 
hybrid azaleas can be seen at the 
United States National Arboretum in 
Washington, D. C., and the Superin- 
tendent of Documents at the United 
States Government Printing Office in 
Washington supplies, for forty cents, 
Agricultural Monograph No. 20 by Mr. 
Morrison, which describes and gives 
the parentage of every Glenn Dale 
hybrid.¢ 
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of 
Garden Pests 


KILLED BY 


Chlordane 





KILLED BY 


Chlordane 


KILLED BY 


Chlordane 





Sod Webworms 
(lawn moths) 


KILLED BY 


Chlordane 


KILLED BY 


Chlordane 





Cutworms 


Keep your garden bug-free with 
Chlordane . . . the proven insecticide 
that gives quick-kill and effective 
long-lasting control of insects that 
destroy lawns and gardens. Be sure 
the brand of insecticide you buy 
contains Chlordane. Look for Chlor- 
dane on the label! Write for FREE 
Booklet on Control of Garden Pests. 


VELSICOL CORPORATION 
go Mtoe, 
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330 East Grand Avenue 
Dept. FG-4 
Chicago 11, Illinois 
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Send 25¢ for America’s Finest . . . ALL NATURAL COLOR 
: Peony — Iris — Daylily 


CATALOG 


- + - OR GET IT FREE WITH THIS 
Introductory DAYLILY Offer 


Big, Lovely, 5” to 12” Blooms THIS 
Year! For hardy, easy-to-grow peren- 
nials that give a galaxy of gorgeous 
garden color, May ’til frost, order these 
Daylilies today and have blooms this 
summer! Creams to deep reds and all 
shades of yellow. Lovelier each year. 
Collection of 4 luxurious varieties, ppd. 
; ; in U.S., only $1. (no COD). Order Now! 
The biggest, most beautiful 


book of Peonies, Iris & Day- Specicl Low Price! 
lilies ever offered. Giant 64- ae OATLILIES 
page 1955 edition has natural f Vi 

color on every page! Pictures = ae 4 plants 
& descriptions of more than a ; ' meg 5 
1300 popular perennials plus ced © ma ™ AM) 
many new varieties. Packed ‘ / 
with money-saving offers, 
helpful information & advice. 
Our greatest catalog! Order If you order before April 30th, we can ship in time 
Now: for you to have blooms this year! WRITE TODAY: 


Free sn su Gilbert “He Wild & Son 


j DEPT. FG-45 SARCOXIE, MISSOURI 



































THE HOME OF RARE TREES | HANDY GRAFTING KITS 


Tricolor Beech 2'/3’ Graft fruits, nuts, roses, ca- 


mellias, etc. 
, ae 
ong | Leaf Beech 3 - | y ALL-SEASON materials and easy 
— Leaf Beech 2 - ° eG instructions. New cold grafting 
‘sq? 3 saste. Summer budding strips, 
Crested Leaf Beech 2/3" 5 te. Book, GRAFTING MADE 
= | a /3 - | LASY, included. Kit shown, 


BRIMFIELD GARDENS NURSERY Posinald or C.0.D. Free bulletic. 
245 Brimfield Road Wethersfield, Conn —— GREEN THUMB PRODUCTS 


Box 6273-F, Memphis, Tenn. 




















PLANT SEED with CONFIDENCE 


They HAVE to grow in FERTL-CUBES 


Gardeners in England Plant your seeds in Fertl-Cubes. They root in ORGANIC plant 


use Fertl-Cubes by the 
millions. We _ import 
them for you and there’s 
nothing can _ surpass 
them—nothing! 


food and always have just the right amount of nourishment— 
no matter what type of soil you have in your garden. Because 
Fertl-Cubes hold moisture, are completely sterile and free of 
larvae and weed seeds, they provide perfect conditions for rapid 
Ee. with no damping off. Nothing to hamper their growth. 

ig healthy root systems develop. You get wonderful plants with 
no setback. 


SO SIMPLE TO USE 


You plant, manure, feed and avoid thinning out and transplant- 
ing—all in one operation. There are no lost plants due to soil 
ay mee Nothing left to chance. Clean, odorless. No manure 
to handle. 


Place soil in 
hole. 


ROOTLETS GROW FAST— 

Your Luxuriantly Healthy Plants Yield “Bounty Crops”! 
With Fertl-Cubes to start your 1955 garden it can be equal to 
the finest in England. You'll grow flowers so large and glow- 
ingly lovely they'll amaze your family and friends. You'll have 
vegetables so big and bursting with lusciousness they'll be the 
talk of the neighborhood! 


DON’T WAIT. Send $2.00 today for kit of 40 si Reg. Size Kit 


Press seed 
into soil. 


Cubes, packet of Vermiculite, instruction folder. (40 Fertil 
uce 40 of the biggest, most beautiful flower and Cubes) 
|: age plants you've ever grown. Immediate de- Dod. 
very. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK 


Mail Orders Filled Immediately 
FERTL-CUBES — ORDER FROM pepT. 12, 


eS & = © NEW CANAAN 
Sibaabbdsnbaccoel BONNY THINGS a 
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Bowman’s Hill 


[FROM PAGE 107] one could use several 
pairs of eyes and ears to note for the 
record all the interesting wonders of 
the woodland on this glorious day. 

We slowly sauntered back to the road 
to take another trail. The entrance to 
Blue Bell Trail was in sight with large 
clumps and patches of Mertensia 
virginica in full bloom. The Doyles- 
town Nature Club sponsors this trail. 

We next reached the Marsh Marigold 
Trail, also called the Spring Trail, as it 
is considered one of the best at this 
season. Just off the road at its entrance 
and at our feet was growing a large 
colony of blue-eyed Mary. 

As we entered the trail, blue phlox, 
Phlox divaricata, was everywhere in 
evidence, but a small clump growing 
against a tree background was a pic- 
torial possibility too good to be missed. 

On July 21, I made my third visit 
and my principal objective was the 
Sphagnum Bog Garden. This little bit 
of marsh terrain and its surrounding 
area is sponsored by the Old York 
Road Garden Club. 

This plot, 50 feet long and 25 feet 
deep, has a happy spot on the pedestrian 
path along the main drive. A_ rustic 
fence protects it from the invasion of a 
probably careless visitor. 

As I approached, my attention was 
first attracted to a colony of meadow: 
beauty, Rhexia virginica, its bright ma- 
genta pink enlivening the little area 
Nearby a good-sized clump of orange 
milkwort, Polygala lutea, furnished 2 
lovely color contrast. I noticed several 
stalks of the white-fringed orchis, Ha- 
benaria blephariglottis, a welcome vari- 
ation in shape and color. Here and 
there were several clumps of pitcher 
plants, Sarracenia purpurea, their flower 
stalks past blooming, but still beautiful. 

To run the whole gamut of the con- 
tinual changing surprises of this wild 
garden would require weekly visits 
from March 15 to October 15, a full 
seven months’ period, but even on any 
occasional visit, there is always some- 
thing of interest in bloom. After I had 
exhausted the photographic possibilities 
of the Sphagnum Bog Garden, Mr. 
Fisher suggested that the Gentian Trail 
had something to offer. Growing along 
the south edge of the pond was a large 
stand of lizard’s tail in flower. 

There were large clumps of Oswege 
tea, Monarda didyma. The curving 
banks of the little brook that feeds the 
pond always attract, but particularly so 
today for these curves led to a large 
patch of these brilliant flowers growing 
near the entrance of the trail. 

It soon was leaving time for my two 
and one-half hours’ trip back to New 
York. As I turned to take a last look 
at the Gentian Trail entrance sign, I 
could not resist one more picture.® 
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alathion 
solves 
arden 
TiNaH 
problems! 


No other garden insecticide controls 
so many kinds of insect pests. No 
other garden insecticide has so 
many uses. With this one insecti- 
cide you can control practically 
all major garden insect pests, in- 
cluding flies. 


Malathion protects your prized flow- 
ers, shrubs, other ornamental 
plantings, home vegetables and 
fruits from aphids and mites and 
over 75 other pests. And malathion 
makes your outdoor living more 
enjoyable because it protects 
patios, breezeways, barbecue areas 
and other family gathering places 
from flies and other annoying 
insects. 


Malathion is available in liq- 
vid or dust forms, alone or 
with fungicides. See your 
Garden Supply Store dealer. 
Look for MALATHION on the 
label of popular brand insec- 
ticides when you buy. 


> 
AMERICAN OTA OMPAN) 


30 Rockefeller Plaza, 
New York 20, N.Y 








APRIL 1955 


Weathervane 


[FROM PAGE 79] on plants, as men- 
tioned in my column, has been ap- 
proved by readers in about eighty per 
cent of the cases. I suppose one should 
be satisfied with that average. There 
is not room to drag out much cor- 
roborating evidence but I would like 
to mention a few cases. 

In 1942 1 enthusiastically recom- 
mended campanula Six HILLs GIANT as 
a towering giant 3 feet high, with stems 
“bearing large saucers throughout their 
entire length,” the flowers being some- 
what “star-shaped and of a nice shade 
of blue on the light side.” The 1954 
catalog of Wayside Gardens bears out 
my description. 

In August of the same year I was 


enthusiastic about dianthus Tiny RUBIES | 
and launched it upon a career of use- | 


fulness that has lasted to the present 
and will no doubt continue for years 
io come. 

Everything that I said about Bur- 
PEEANA HyYBRID tomato in the Decem- 
ber 1948 issue, including the statement 
that “most of the common faults of 
extra-early varieties seem to have been 
overcome in this new Burpee variety,” 
could be repeated with emphasis now 
after six years of testing. Mild flavor, 
instead of the high acidity characteristic 
of most extra-earlies, nice healthy foliage 
and earliness (in 1948 I compared it 
with VALIANT, which it beat by a week 
in our trial) have brought it to the 
front rank of early-ripening hybrids. 


Signs of Progress 


I'll admit that horticulture has made | 


great progress. During the past twenty 
years the African-violet has come to 
occupy a dominant position in the 
house-plant field. The day-lily has 
grown from the species and a few 
Betcher, Stout 
(and perhaps others which now escape 
my memory) have been added to the 
imposingly long list now available from 
nurserymen. 


The Garden Catalogs 


I wish I could sincerely agree with 


one writer who stated in the December | 
1952 FLrowerR Grower, “How stuffy | 


and dull old garden catalogs appear 
compared with the beguiling ones that 
tempt us today!” A profusion of color 
illustrations leaves me cold, but I am 
a sucker for the quaint old woodcuts. 
My favorite of all garden catalogs of 
the past half-century was that of 
Maurice Fuld. It was printed on heavy 
text paper in the Caslon types, with 
not a single illustration in the entire 
book (if we except one or two line 
drawings from year to year), but with 
plenty of careful cultural directions, 
appraisals, culinary ideas and lore.® 








and English hybrids | 





Grow Lovely 
COLEUS from SEED 
The Plant of Many Uses! 


COLEUS BALL RAINBOW MIXED 


Coleus from seed! 
Yes, and easily | 
grown (complete 
directions on each 
packet) to a mar- 
velous variety of 
leaf colors and 
combinations. 

Pkt. 75¢ 


CELOSIA TOREADOR 


“Fashion Flower for ‘55” 


Ball’s Bronze Medal All-America winner 
for *55—an entirely new Cockscomb. 
Huge red combs up to 12 inches across 
on 20 inch stems provide weeks of 
glorious late summer color. Pkt. 50¢ 


All Ball Seeds are Florist Specialty Seeds— 
formerly sold to commercial growers and flor- 
ists only—now available to help you grow the 
most beautiful flowers in your neighborhood. 


Presenting SEEDcraft 
World’s Most Beautiful Seed Catalog. 


SEEDcraft — Printed in Switzerland by 

master Swiss craftsmen — outstanding 

for authentic, beautiful color reproduc- 

tions. SEEDcraft is a real treasure of 

gardening pictures and information. 
25¢ — (Free with seed order) 


NOTE: For home gardeners who would like to 
“brush up” on fundamentals of gardening, 
our head grower has prepared a valuable 
information booklet—SEEDcraft Manual—Free 
with each copy of SEEDcroft. 


Ball Rainbow Coleus 


Special Combination Offer 


A packet each Celosia Toreador and 
Coleus Ball Rainbow, plus SEEDcraft 
and SEEDcraft Manual. 


$1.25 Value—only $1.00. 


. FGS, West Chicago, Ill. 


I enclose $n» Please send me: 
C) SEEDcraft Catalog and Manual. 25¢ 
[) Celosia Toreador. Pkt. 50¢ 
) Coleus Ball Rainbow. Pkt. 75¢ 
C) Special Offer: Pkt. each 
Toreador, Coleus and SEEDcraft. $1.00 
Minimum order, $1.00 


(please print) 
ADDRESS 
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“For more pleasant home 
gardening read Flower 
Grower's helpful hints. 


GET ACQUAINTED OFFER! 


HEAVY BEARING, FAST GROWING 
, Cig] 


BLUEBERRIES 


Certified, early, mid- 72 
season, late varie- 

ties. FREE LITER- 

ATURE. Whole- 

salers, write for 

prices. 
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then trim 
your lawn 
this easy, 


werk 


AS iA Ler” PMG TP 


Now it’s easy to have 
a lawn so trim you'll 
be proud of it. No 
more scraggly long 
grass and weeds 
around trees, fences, 
walks, flower beds, etc. 
Seymour Smith lawn 
trimmers really do the 
job—even on tough grass. 


New, No. 700 de iuxe 
model (illustrated) has 
powerful, custom built 
motor, safety trigger 
switch at handle, hard 
rubber wheels, quick- 
release extension cord 
holder, auxiliary handle § 
grip and it carries the ay oe ad 
seal of the Underwriter¢ $25 “an 
Laboratories. If you 
want the finest, this is it. 


New, No. 70 standard 
model hascustom buiit 
motor, foot operated 
switch, rolls easily on 
large, hardwood roll- 
er. It cuts with the 
best of them —a tre- 
mendous value! 


No. 700 
De Luxe 
Model with 


Also No. 70 


Written guarantee 
with every trimmer. 


<Suwop Git® Pruner 
out-cuts them all 


Millions of users will agree — 
here’s the easiest, smoothest 
cutting pruner available. The 
sharp blade acts on a soft, 
non-dulling, brass anvil for a 
clean, quick-healing cut. All 
parts are easily replaceable. 
But be sure you get a genuine 
No.119-8” Seymour Smith “Snap-Cut” 
$2.95 with the coupon that brings 
. you a 28-page book on “How 
To Prune.’ 

Most dealers have Seymour Smith Electric 
Lawn Trimmers~also Seymour Smith 
Pruners, Grass and Hedge Shears — or can 
get them for you. If not, please write us. 


Slualiiley 7m I 


SEYMOUR SMITH & SON, INC. 
304 Main Street, Oakville, Conn. 











Modern Gardener 


[FROM PAGE 113] to fungus para- 
sites. Red fescues are easily killed by 
over-watering. 

Unless your lawn contains lots of 
bent grasses, fungus diseases will rarely 
be a serious problem. If your lawn 
contains bluegrass and fescue, how- 
ever, it is subject to one or more of 
the so-called “out” triplets: “going- 
out,” “melting-out” and “fading-out.” 
These names have been given to fungus- 
induced diseases which have become 
rather common and destructive in re- 
cent years. 

Kentucky bluegrass may be attacked 
by the “going-out” disease at any time 
from mid-April to late May. Merion 
bluegrass appears to be quite re- 
sistant to the disease. The “melting- 
out” disease may strike Kentucky blue- 
grass, fescue and even bent between 
early spring and the arrival of hot 
weather. The “fading-out” disease at- 
tacks nearly all species of grasses after 
the hot weather arrives. 

Unfortunately no single chemical 
treatment will control all the fungus 
diseases of lawns. The “out” diseases 
can be controlled with either phenyl 


“ 


mercury or cadmium compounds. Your | 


state plant pathologist will advise you 


which is most effective in your area | 


and how to use it. 


Control of Insects 


Perhaps the most common cause for 


lawn failure in many parts of the coun- | 
Lawns dam- ; 


try is invasion by insects. 
aged by insects are brown, thinned out 
or ragged. Of course the only 
be absolutely sure that insects are re- 
sponsible is to find them at work. 
Grubs of various kinds, 


grass roots. They can be found in late 


May and June and again in late Au- | 


gust and September beneath rootless, 


| dry sod, which can be easily lifted. The 
grubs, creamy white with brown heads | 
and three pairs of legs, are usually | 


“99 


curled in the shape of the letter “c”. 
Cutworms, chinch bugs and web- 


| worms feed on the stems and leaves | 


of grass*s rather than the roots. These, 
too, can be detected only by examining 
the browned grass carefully. 

In recent years both chlordane and 
dieldrin (pronounced “deel-drin”) have 
proved very effective in controlling prac- 
tically every kind of insect that infests 
lawns. Both insecticides are available 
in powdered, liquid and granular form. 
The latter is best for lawn treatments 
because it can be applied with a lime or 
fertilizer spreader. The material sifts 
down through the grass plants where 
the active ingredient comes in con- 
tact with the insect pests. Follow the 
manufacturer’s directions as to the 
amount to spread over a given area.* 








way to | 


including | 
those of the Japanese beetle, chew off | 








How To Grow More 


Beautiful Flowers 


Two Precious 


SECRETS 


Pl.cRims 
learned from 
INDIANS 
to use FISH 
FERTILIZER 


—one 
from 
the 
- INDIANS 


eee one from 
Nature herself 


Zhe Indians knew how to make things grow—with 
fist 


And Nature added her secret . . . the LIVING 
ENERGY of the dynamic agencies —those wonder- 
working micro-organisms, enzymes, biotic factors, 
hormones and vitamins . . . without which you can- 
not grow even a weed! Yet, 10 to 1 YOUR SOIL 
lacks this priceless energy. 

But now this sure-fire combination of fish fertil- 
paged Lapa dynamic energy is yours to use... . EASY 

. . for amazing results 
Atias Fish Emulsion is the Indian’s ag 

izer, but refined, deodorized, concentrated . 

and 100% ‘organ ic. 

ActivO is a concentrate of the dynamic 
agencies. 

To get the remarkable results the experts discov- 
ered with this combination, here’s all you do: Just 
stir a spoonful or so of ActivO into the soil around 
your plants—anywhere, indoors or out. Then water 
them with Atlas solution. A tablespoon makes a 
gallon of fertilizer. 


See the extra ae rowth and vigor! 
Vegetables and fruit, too, are bet- 
ter, more healthful, richer flavored. 


UNQUALIFIED GUARANTEE: If, with the Atlas- 
ActivO a oy you don’t get STURDIER 
GROWTH, MORE AND BETTER BLOOMS, AND 
BETTER FRUIT AND VEGETABLES, we'll refund 
every cent of the money you paid for the products! 


Remember—you can use 
ActivO in many ways, 
including compost-mak- 
ing; and you'll want to 

% use Atlas Fertilizer for 
fruit trees, lawns and 

3] shrubs as well as for 
flowers and vegetables. 
Take advantage of this 
unusual money - saving 
offer. 


GARDEN CUPBOARD, Div. N.G.S.M., Box 61 
Terre Haute, 12 P, indiana: RUSH— 


Z. One Gal. Atlas Fertilizer (regularly $6.25) and 
20 ActivO (reg. $5.95) . . . BOTH together, 
POSTPATD. only $9.9! 95 


C) Free catalog and garden guide 


ADDRESS ...... 


There is only one genuine, 100% organic fish fertil 
izer—Atlas. There is only one genuine composition 
of dynamic agencies—<ActivO. There are no substi 
tutes. 
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Garden Lighting 


[FROM PAGE 84] on. You are in com- 
plete control of the garden stage, fo- 
cusing attention on what you want to 
be seen and allowing undesirable ob- 
jects to melt into darkness. 

In lighting for beauty it is best to 
concentrate on one or two points of in- 
terest to be seen from your terrace or 
picture window. You may pick up an 
interesting group of trees or shrubs or 
pinpoint a light on geraniums growing 
in an old urn some distance away. Ex- 
periment: the effects you will be able 


to achieve are unlimited. Remember. 


that you are not striving for a day- 
time effect but for a nighttime one. To 
avoid flat effects that destroy a feel- 
ing of depth and form, you may want 
to light flowers and other objects from 
the side rather than from directly in 
front. Flowers are best illuminated with 
white light, but for water features and 
garden structures, yellow, blue, red 
and green bulbs or lenses are available. 

Remember that the farther the ob- 
jects to be lighted are from the light 
source, the fainter the illumination will 
get. Solid objects, such as trees in full 
leaf or structures, will be illuminated 
more effectively than bare trees. Take 
advantage of light reflected from light- 
colored buildings, fences or other struc- 
tures; decorative lighting may throw 
reflected light on your parking area. 
Remember, too, that scenes to be 
viewed from a lighted room require 


LUDLOW STUDIOS 





ORNAMENTAL FIXTURES by Ludlow 
Studios include a frog that conceals 
a bulb in his mouth and a pool light 
that resembles a lily-pad. About $6. 


more wattage, which means more fix- 
tures or bigger lamps, than if the same 
illumination were observed from an 
unlighted room or dimly lit terrace. 
Point the light beams of your fix- 
tures toward the area to be lighted and 
then adjust the position of your fixtures 
so the light does not shine into your 
or your neighbor’s eyes. If fixtures are 
mounted high on a building or tree, the 
adjustment is somewhat more difficult 
but is effective since you can light 
up a large area. You may want to 
use a combination of flood and spot 


APRIL 1955 





Here's the newest chemical magic to give you a velvety, 
weed-free lawn. . . “show-quality” flowers and shrubs. . . 
bumper crops of giant vegetables, berries and fruits ... ina 


bug-free garden. 








GARDEN BUG FIX 


GARDEN BUG FIX Bomb 
offers newest, most spectacular 
method of killing garden and 
household plant bugs & in- 
sects. Safe. Approved for use 
on vegetables, African violets, 
roses, other flowers, etc. No 
“bug juice’ odor. Unequaled 
for fast, positive results. Last- 
ing residual killing action. 12 
oz. $1.50 


WEEDABOMB 


It's farewell to weeds with trigger 
action Weed A Bomb. Helps you 
weed an average lawn in 10 min- 
utes or less — without backache 
or stained hands. Improved new 
Weed A Bomb, contains Weedicide 
2,4-D plus 2,4,5-T — positively 
kills dandelion, ragweed, pig- 
weed and plantain—roots and all. 
12 oz. only $1.50 

















TOMATO FIX BOMB 


Here's new magic for you tomato 
growers. With Thompson's To- 
mato Fix Bomb you grow really 
tremendous, meaty tomatoes, 
that ripen weeks earlier. You'll 
get up to one-third larger crop, 
too, of any variety. Just a squiff 
and a squirt on the blossom does 
the trick. 


11 oz. Bomb only $1.50 


at good garden stores every where. 
If not available in your locality, 
order by mail, direct. We pay 
postage. Money back guarantee. 


3030 Locust St., St. Lovis 3, Mo. 





ANT-ROACH 
FIX 


Get rid of ugly, on roaches, 
water bugs, ants & ies, etc. 
with effective ANT-ROAC Hi FIX 
Bomb. It's power packed with 
chlordane to do the job—right! 
Where other so-called all-purpose 
insecticides fail -— ANT*ROACH 
FIX really kills the loathsome 
critters. 10 oz. Bomb only $1.50 











OMP 
CMICAIS 


3606 Monon St., Los hh 27, Calif 
made by the makers of WEEDICIDE, BRAMBLE-WEEDICIDE & BRAMBLCIDE 








10 TIMES FASTER 
THAN RAKE AND HOE! 


Grow better crops, 
have more fun, 
save gardening 
work! 40 rotating 
hoe points, scuffle 
knife, and 5 culti- 
vator teeth kill 
weeds, mulch soil, 
make extra-fine 
seed beds. ‘‘Every 
tooth in every 
blade digs the soil 
like a spade.” Easy 
as mowing a lawn, 
RO-HO GAR- 
DENER works as 
you walk. 
Write for FREE Folder 


ROWE MFG. CO. 


1251 Adams St., Galesburg, Ill. 


HARDY FERNS 


GRACEFUL and LOVELY 


You will be delighted with these hardy ferns. 
They brighten difficult shady areas where most 
flowers and grasses fail. Beautiful in shady 
perennial borders and rock gardens. Ideal for 
northern exposures or woodland naturalizing. 


Osmunda Ci 





Fern) 


Maidenhair Fern—(Adiantum pedatum)—14 in. 

Lady Fern—(Athyrium felixfemina)—24 in. 

Teothed Wood see ne ye spinulosum)—18 in. 
Fern—(O )—36 in. 

me Fern—(Osmunda regalis) 

Christmas Fern—(Polystichum eens in. 

Ostrich Fern—(Pteretis nodulasa)—36 in 

Chain Fern—(Woodwardia virginiana) —20 in. 


leach or 8 plants for $2.50 
5 each or 40 plants for $12.00 


Add 10% on all orders of $2.00 or more for 
postage and handling. Orders for less than 
$2.00, add 25¢. 

Write for catalog of Hardy Wildflowers & Ferns, 
Hardy Perennials, Rock Plants, and Gladiolus Bulbs. 


LOUNSBERRY GARDENS — oakford, Illinois 








y CLIMBING RED ROSE 


A New! Everblooming! Produces giant 
clusters of blazing 2” to 3’ RED 
ROSES which literally blanket the 
rich green foliage from spring to 
frost! Framed over windows or 

trained over arches, fences, walls 
posts, garages; the BLAZE will 

odd STU NING BEAUTY to your 

ome and yard! Special ‘GET 
ACQUAINTED” offer saves you up 

to $3.50! Regular catalog price 

$1.50 each, BLAZE NOW ONLY: 

ey. $1.00 - ped. 3 for $3.50 ppd. 

6 for $4.50 ppd. 

‘e® Send cash, check or money order 
and your BLAZE climbing roses will 

be rushed postpaid ready to 

plant! C.O.D. orders plus charges. 
BLAZE MUST LIVE AND BLOOM 

OR YOUR MONEY BACK. 


OFFER LIMITED . . . ORDER TODAY! 
TY-TEX. Box 532 FG-2 © Tyler, Texas 


eM Titte catering to Amateur Rose 
Growers for Over 21 Years! 





| placed near the base of buildings, the 


bulbs for soft general illumination, the 
spot lights to pick up an interesting 
detail and help you to avoid a “white- 
wash” or ghostly effect that would defeat 
your purpose of having an attractive 
garden. 

If flood- or spot-lighting fixtures are 
used at ground level pointed up into 
a planting of shrubs or trees or are 


important thing is to point them away 
from the direction of your and your 
neighbor’s walks, and from the windows 
in your house. One of the simplest 
ways to utilize flood lights is to place 





| them in the front of bushes with their 


backs to the picture window or ter- | 


| race. The real art in lighting for beauty 


comes from your ability to conceal the | 
source of light. 

All this is well and good, you may 
say, but with all these lights won’t the 
insects they attract prevent me from 


| even stepping outdoors at night? Re- | 


member that yellow lights discourage | 
night-flying insects and come in 60-, 
100- and 150-watt sizes so you can | 


still have ample illumination for your 


terrace and play areas. Game and | 
work lights are adjustable and can be 


| set high enough so that the insects | 
| attracted to the lights fly well above 
your head. Mosquito-repellent candles 


and lights that attract, trap and kill 


| insects are also on the market; for ex- 
ample: the Detjen Insectocutor Lantern. 
to come to | 


A question certain 
FLOWER GROWER readers’ minds has 
to do with the effect of lighting on 
plant growth. Southern readers will 


| naturally avoid lighting their poinsettias 


until the bracts show color; Northern 


readers will not light their chrysanthe- | 
mums indiscriminantly. Little research | 
| has been done on this phase of garden | 
| lighting, but reports from readers who 

| are already enjoying their gardens at | 


night mention no ill effects. A_ re- 
search program is underway at Michi- 


gan State College now, but no re- 


sults have been published. According | 
research as- | 


to Charles C. Fischer, 
sistant, various deciduous 
broad- and narrow-leaved 
and annuals are being grown in green- 
houses under various colored lights and 
under varying conditions. This expe- 
riment 


shrubs, 


hardiness of these 


The work will 


winter 
plants. 


lighted 


and repeat the seasons of the year. 

It is possible that the effects of light- 
ing will prove beneficial to plants; so if 
you want to enjoy your garden after 
dark, go ahead and light up this spring. 
Here is a bonus feature of lighting: 





evergreens, | 


is being conducted to study | 
the growth, flowering, dormancy and | 


continue over | 
an extended period of time to include | 





with the flip of a switch, you can light | 
your garden and scare prowlers into | 
outer darkness! 


e<e PLASTIC <<<e<<<<<< 
PLANT MARKERS 


and Lincoln Waterproof Ink 


Successfully used in Private Gardens, 
Nurseries, Public Parks, Experimental 
Stations. Shipped to all parts of the 
United States and Foreign Countries. 


es 


Artistic, easily read, 
All-weather resistant, 
legible for years. 
PRICES include 12” 
metal supports, ink, 

postage. 


Vertical 1‘’x3’’ 
Full View 12” 
do 144”x3” 24” 

Snap-On 

AFRICAN “es assorted 

sizes: %’’ %’ wide 

by 3’ and 4" jong. $1.50 

per 100 including postage, 

pen and ink. 

For 25 cents in coi 

stamps——LINCOLN SPECIAL 

WATERPROOK INK, enough 

to write over 200 labels. 

EXTRA LABELS—Banner Markers $3.00, Vertical $3.00 
and Full View $3.50 per 100. 


rpo-4aDM< ws 





ONE DOLLAR SPECIALS 

1. 100 POT LABELS, assorted widths and lengths for 
AFRICAN VIOLETS, for other small house plants, and 
to identify many small outdoor garden plants, water- 
proof pencil included. 

2. 12 FULL VIEW MARKERS or your choice of 16 BAN- 
NER MARKERS or 16 VERTICAL MARKERS with 
metal supports and waterproof pencil included. 











LINCOLN LABORATORIES 
NORTHFIELD, MINN. 


GARDEN POOLS & LIGHTING 
/ 


ENJOY a GARDEN POOL electric- 
ally LIGHTED at NIGHT! UNDER- 

ATER,‘ GARDEN and PATIO 
ee SPOUTING 


Cc Rey WATER. 
aera for POOL and HOMES 
NS with complete in- 


LIGHTS 
STATUARY 


iereatens. 

ing wiring of pox 

and garden lignt- 

ing, care of water 

plants and fish life 
Also WESTERN KNOTTY PINE 
FURNITURE and iron horse- 
shoe lamps and hardware from 
oss up in the Rockies 


re 
(06, 
=» 


oy Completely Illustrated Catalog send 10¢ 


ANDRES « 234-F Commonwealth Bidg. * Denver 2, Colo. 





GLADIOLUS UNLIMITED: 


IT’S FREE 


16 full color plates plus 7 glad arrangements in 
color by that leading exponent of flower arrange- 
ments, Andy Be 

Over 300 variety listings with full color descrip- 
tions, time of Moom, growth habits, etc.—a veri- 
table encyclopedia of gladiolus. 

Not only one of the most beautiful but the most 
authoritative guide to the finest varieties ever of- 
fered at prices ayone can afford to pay! 

Send for your copy of this colorful catalog today! 


BIRCHVILLE GARDENS 


Plainville Connecticut 
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Silver Bell 


[FROM PAGE 86] tan on the thicker 
branches. At this season you will also 
be intrigued by the singular winged 
seed pods, usually about 2 inches long. 

In case your situation calls for a 
larger tree than the Carolina silver- 
bell, by all means consider the mountain 
silver-bell (Halesia monticola). This 
closely related species comes from the 
mountains of North Carolina, Tennes- 
see and northern Georgia. Here I have 
seen it towering nearly 90 feet above 
the 3-foot base of its trunk. In the 
North this species grows about half as 
tall and it is not quite as hardy as 
the Carolina silver-bell. However, the 
blooms of Halesia monticola are larger 


than its smaller cousin, being around | 


an inch long. The flowers are similar 
except for size. However, there is a 


pink-tinted form of the mountain silver- | 


bell, H. monticola rosea. Both of the 


species of halesia are obtainable from | 


the best tree nurseries. 

Autumn is the preferred planting 
season, as with most spring-blooming 
woody plants. If you live north of the 
tree’s natural range, better play safe 


and mulch substantially after the ground | 


has frozen a couple of inches deep, at 
least for the first winter. As a matter 
of fact, permanent mulching with sev- 
eral inches of leaves is a good idea 
anywhere outside of the tree’s native 
haunts, since the mulch will conserve 
moisture and promote good soil texture. 





COMING IN MAY 


© Outdoor living begins in earnest next 
month when FLOWER GROWER gives 
you a special section—“This is Out- 
door Living.” We will cover every- 
thing from terraces connected to the 
house—really extensions of your living- 
room—to actual “garden rooms” and 
shelters that are practical as well as 
. attractive. Part of the fun that comes 
from living (as well as working) in 
the garden includes cooking; therefore, 
barbeques and a picnic table you can 
make will also be featured. 

A Healthy Garden is a necessity for 
enjoyable outdoor living. FLOWER 
GROWER for May will give you up-to- 
date information on pest controls (also 
controls for chiggers and mosquitoes!) 
and a program for garden maintenance 
that will keep your garden healthy. 


Readers who improved their salad- | 
making technique as a result of Ruth | 


Matson’s “Never a Tomato in a Tossed 
Salad” in our February, 1955 issue will 
like “How a Gardener Should Eat 
Tomatoes” next month. 

Also in May: What to Do with 
Amaryllis for Bloom Next Winter; A 
New Plan for Color Succession Among 
Perennials; and How to Start a Collec- 
tion of Containers. 
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for the Modern 
LAWN and GARDE 


For everything it takes to give the luxuriont growth you are looking for, don't 
miss seeing Sherman popular hose accessories. You'll find just whot you need ot 
better dealers everywhere. Modern-designed sprinklers, nozzles and fittings — oll 
d dable ond g d by Sherman's 60 years of engineering and manufac 


? 





turing experience 


Sherman 


To keep your equipment complete, and hose in tip-top condition, 
shop the Sherman Self-Serve ot your hordwore or gorden supply dealer 
For all types of hose — plastic or rubber. Look for the Self -Serve or 
write direct to 


H. B. SHERMAN MANUFACTURING CO., Battle Creek, Michigan 














*FREE COLOR 
CATALOG 
= Tall Bearded Inis 
<—BEDEN ROAD 
IRIS GARDEN 
P.O.BOX li7 = | 


« WENATCHEE, WASH or write direct! - 
| DEPT. A, WESTERN GROW! 

















For More 
Beautiful 


ROSES 


and other 
FLOWERS 


COLORED GREEN To Blend With Foliage 


DUST and SPRAY A highly effective combination insecticide- 
Guibe... FREE! fungicide. Works quickly to control black spot, 
Ask your dealer mildew, rose chafer, aphids, other chewing 
or write us. and sucking insects. Buy at your dealer’s. 


* 
Niagara crenicar orvision 


FOOD MACHINERY AND CHEMICAL CORPORATION (7 
L 


DEPT. 20-D, MIDDLEPORT, N. Y. 





DNELIS SPECIALS! 








BRILLIANTLY COLORED 
FANCY LEAF 


CALADIUMS 


Outdoor and indoor color in profusion with big- 
leaf fancy Caladiums. Ideal garden companion for 
Tuberous Begonias. Easy to grow; full planting in- 
structions supplied. Order a variety from these out- 
standing cotor leaders: 


CANDIDUM. White leaf, green ribs. 
CRIMSON WAVE. Red, green border. 

DR. GROOVER. Leaf of red and green. 
HORTULANIA. Red leafed, green border. 
ITACAPUS. A leading red. 

LORD DERBY. Rose color, green edge. 


MACAHYBA. Bronze, green and red, pink 
and white. 


MRS. F. SANDERS. Rose, dark green. 
RED ENSIGN. Green with red. 
TRIUMPH DE L‘EXPOSITION. Red, dark green 
edge. 
Each 60¢ 3 for $1.75 12 for $5.50 
Above Ten Mixed for $4.85 


HANGING BASKET BEGONIAS 
BELGIAN BEGONIAS 


Plant gorgeous imported Begonias with your 
Caladiums. Large Blooming Size for $2.00 per 
doz. mixed; Jumbo size, $3.75 per doz., mixed. 
Include some Hanging Basket (Pendula) Be- 
Sages pink, red, yellow, and white, for pro- 
ific blooms. 3 each of 4 colors for $4.00; 
1 each of 4 colors for $1.50. 


ORDER BY MAIL DIRECT FROM 


NELIS NURSERIES, INC. 


Dept. FG-4 Holland, Michigan 
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Caladiums 


[FROM PAGE 93] where a temperature 
of 65° to 75° is maintained and where 
the air is not excessively dry. After 
growth has begun sufficiently, the soil 
must be kept moist at all times. Spray- 
ing the foliage with clear water two or 
three times a day stimulates growth. 

Prepare the soil outdoors by spread- 
ing it deeply and mixing with it very 
generous amounts of compost, peat- 
moss, rotted manure, leafmold or 
other decayed organic matter. Also 
mix in % pound of bonemeal and 
¥Y% pound of a 5-10-5 or some similar 
complete garden fertilizer to each 
square yard of surface. 

Caladiums thrive best in soil that 
is loose and lively with organic matter. 
Moisture they must have, but low-lying, 
poorly drained or waterlogged ground 
is not to their liking. By the same 
token, window or porch boxes and tubs 
in which caladiums are grown must 
be adequately drained. Set the plants 
12 to 18 inches apart and water them 
thoroughly. 

Summer care is simple. Water the 
plants copiously whenever the soil ap- 
proaches dryness; it must never be al- 
lowed to become really dry. Every 
two or three weeks give a light appli- 
cation of a complete fertilizer. 

When frost damages the foliage, dig 
the plants and keep them in a warm, 
dry place. When the foliage has dried, 
clean it off and store the tubers over 
winter in dry sand, peatmoss or vermic- 
ulite in a temperature of 60° to 65°. 

For pot culture the started tubers 
may be planted singly in 5-inch pots 
and later be repotted into larger con- 
tainers; or they may be set three or 
four together in 8- to 10-inch pots or 
pans to begin with. 

Once the pots are well filled with 
healthy roots, apply dilute liquid fer- 
tilizer once a week. 

Potted caladiums grown indoors are 
not ordinarily subjected to frost. De- 
spite this, when fall comes their leaves 
will begin to yellow and die down with- 
out new leaves replacing them. When 


this happens, gradually increase the | 


spacings between waterings and finally 
withhold water altogether. Clean off the 


tubers and store as advised for out- | 


door-grown specimens. 
Six good caladiums are: 
veins and an irregular green border; 
CANDIDUM, snow-white with green 
veins; CRIMSON WAVE, transparent red 
leaves with deep green border and 
spots; EpiIrH MEADE, white with nar- 
row green border and red main veins; 
JOHN PEED, moss green with conspicu- 
ous red center and red veins; Key- 


| STONE, Olive green, speckled light pink 


and with light pink veins. 


Make your roses 
and gardens 
thrive! 


Use these proven 
Pratt insecticides— 
for gardens of every size 


Pratt's DX Insect 
Spray —the leading 
garden spray — gives 
you the extra power 
you need to control 
sucking and chewing 
insects on flowers, 
shrubs and trees. Non- 
poisonous to people 
and pets. Dilutes 1 
to 600. 


1 oz. bottle 


Pratt’s Rose Dust 
gives you — in a con- 
venient dust gun —a 
non-poisonous insecti- 
cide that controls all 
of the common insects 
and fungous diseases 
on roses, flowers and 
vegetables. Also com- 
bines with water. 1 Ib. 
of dust makes 10 
gallons of spray. 


Y2 Ib. dust gun. .$ .79 
1 Ib. dust gun... 1.35 
2 Ib. refills ..... 1.65 


Pratt's Rose and 
Floral Spray—a handy 
aerosol bomb for spot 
spraying — puts pest 
control at your finger 





ACE | 
oF Hearts, deep rose-pink with dark | 


tip. Combines conven- 
ience with terrific kill- 
ing power. Excellent 
for use on house 
plants as well as in 
Ree Gieee the rose or flower gar- 

pus den. Non-poisonous! 





10 oz. spray bomb. $1.49 
Prices slightly higher West of Mississippi River 


Buy now from your dealer, or write 


B. G. Pratt Co., 
197 Twenty First Ave., Paterson, N. J. 


QUALITY 
SPRAYS 


AND DUSTS 
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President 
Eisenhower 


HT. Rose 
PI. Pat.1217 


Gardeners who know, plant Star 
Roses. They know that expert 
care at the nursery assures finest 
quality plants. Every Star Rose 
is guaranteed to bloom, bringing 
new color and beauty to your 
garden. 


ORDER NOW! 


President Eisenhower. HT. 
Vinkd GOB, acs scccccsces $2.50 ea. 
3 FOR ONLY $6.60 ppd. 
FAMOUS PEACE ROSE, 
$2.50 ea. 3 for $6.60 ppd. 


THREE LEADING BEAUTIES 
Tiffany. HT. 

Dainty pink. AARS winner. $3.00 ea. 
President Eisenhower. HT. 

New rose sensation....... $2.50 ea. 
Grand’mere Jenny. HT. 

Pink and gold. .......... $2.50 ea. 
ONE EACH ABOVE PATENTED ROSES 

ONLY $7.25 ppd. (OFFER J) 
INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL: 3 Star Rose 
plants, our selection, reg. $4.50 val. 

ONLY $2.85 ppd. (OFFER G) 


SEND FOR FREE FULL COLOR CATALOG 


THE CONARD-PYLE Co. 
Our 58th year West Grove 403, Pa. 


| 
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THORNLESS BEAUTY 
and other New Thornless 
and rare varieties, Ask for 
our 1955 illustrated Rose 
literature with our 
40th ANNIVERSARY 
SPECIAL DISCOUNT 
*‘Quality Above Price’ 
Roseologist, Dept. F, 
Mitiware, Conn. 





Keep 25 colonies in back 
yard or on flat roof in spare 


N. GRILLO, 
time. Produce comb honey, 


small investment, big prof- 


its, bees greatly increase berry and fruit yields. 
Start small, grow big and spend winters in Flor- 
ida. Free advice from experienced bee men. Sting- 
proof equipment, books, bee hives direct from 
factory. Free catalog. 


WALTER T. KELLEY CO. 
DEPT. E., CLARKSON, KENTUCKY 
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All-purpose Roses 


[FROM PAGE 91] limited to those 
that are obtainable. When the value 
of the special-purpose roses becomes 
more generally recognized, the commer- 
cial growers will propagate them in 
greater numbers. Until that time, how- 
ever, we must confine our selections te 
the following which are the most de- 
pendable of the available ones. 


The Littlest Roses 


The miniature roses comprise a 
versatile group and deserve greater 
popularity. They are at home in the 
rock garden and are well suited for 
edging a bed of larger roses. They are 
especially appealing to the rose lover 
who, due to lack of space or to physical 
inability, must limit his endeavors to 
window-box or flower-pot gardening. 
With little effort a miniature rose gar- 
den can be created in a sunny window 


or on the porch. It will bloom most | 
of the year and will last many years. | 


The following miniature roses pro- 
duce double, well-formed blossoms: 
BaBy GOLD STAR (8 to 10 inches, yel- 
low); Bo-PEEP (6 to 9 inches, pink); 
MIDGET (5 to 6 inches, red); OAKING- 
TON RuBy (8 to 10 inches, deep crim- 
son); Prxie (6 to 8 inches, white); RED 
IMP (6 to 9 inches, bright crimson); 
Rosa Rouletti (5 to 6 inches, rose pink) ; 
SWEET Fairy (6 to 8 inches, apple blos- 
som pink); and Tom THUMB (5 to 6 
inches, crimson with white center). 


The Climbing Roses 


The value of the climbing roses is 
not fully appreciated. Perhaps this is 
partially due to the fact that a variety 
with extremely robust growth is fre- 
quently planted where its vigor is ob- 
jectionable, and the result is disap- 
pointing. It is likewise disappointing 
when one of moderate growth fails to 
satisfactorily cover a large area. Cul- 
ture and environment will greatly in- 
fluence growth but, generally speaking, 
the so-called “climbing” roses should 
be placed in three separate categories: 
climbers, ramblers and pillars. 

The climbers are of rigid, vigorous 
growth and they produce new shoots 
at or near the top of the previous 
year’s growth. A rambler has long, 
thin, less rigid canes which, if not sup- 
ported, are more or less procumbent. 

A pillar rose is an intermediate type 
that is not sufficiently vigorous to be 
classed as a climber and has wood that 
is too short and stiff to permit its being 
classed as a rambler. 

Worthwhile pillar roses are BLos- 
SOMTIME (pink), CITY OF YoRK 
(white), ELEGANCE (yellow) and 
HAMBURG (red). However, the desir- 
able varieties are by no means confined 


| to these four. Where winters are not 








Permanent 
Lawns 


with MEYER (Z-52) ZOYSIA 


Meyer (Z-52) Zoysia is a new hardy 
lawn grass developed in the labora- 
tories of the U.S. Department of Ag- 
riculture and the U.S. Golf Associa- 
This modern grass 
thrives in any type soil or climate but 
flourishes in hot sun or light shade 


tion. not only 


and requires few mowings. For sheer 
beauty, Meyer (Z-52) Zoysia has no 
peer. It is a rich emerald green... 
medium in texture. Meyer (Z-52) Zoy- 
sia is easy to start and develops deep 
spreading roots. In addition Meyer 
(Z-52) Zoysia 


and weeds... 


chokes out crabgrass 
is disease, insect, and 
drought resistant. Your lawn will be 
the talk of the neighborhood and a 
source of real pride when you plant 


with Meyer (Z-52) Zoysia. 
WRITE TODAY FOR FREE BOOKLET 








MERRY GRASS NURSERY 
P.O. BOX 2176° 
SPRING HILL, ALABAMA 


Strong 2-3 Yr. old 
ROSES is 


PAID 


12 for $5.39; 30 for $12.95 
Will Bloom Few Weeks After Peenting 
GOLDEN RAPTURE, clear lemon yel- 
low; MADAME BUTTERFLY, saimon; 
BETTER TIMES, red; POINSETTIA, 
searlet; BRIARCLIFF, pink; TALIS- 
MAN, copper, gold and apricot. 
Shipped at your planting time 
FREE CATALOG—tists Roses for every purpose; 
Perennials, Flowering Shrubs, Trees, Bulbs, 
Hedge Plants. 


REYNOLDS FARMS 
R.F.D. 6 South Norwalk, Conn. 
Honorable Treatment Guaranteed 
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BROWNELL 
SUB ZERO ROSES 


Hybrid Teas, Florabundas, Grandifloras, 
Rose Trees and Creepers for ground cover. 
None larger or more beautiful. All have 
blooms of Supreme Merit. No Roses have 
been more highly acclaimed. Sub Zero 
Roses are large & beautiful as any. Send 
for pictured list in color. LITTLE COMP- 
TON, RHODE ISLAND. 





OBER OW 
- 


The Indians knew that fish made the best fer- 
tilizer. Today, ATLAS Fish Emulsion Fertilizer 
gives the old Indian secret a modern dress. 
ATLAS Fish Emulsion, a concentrated liquid 
fertilizer, is 100% organic with 22 trace 
minerals and plant food essentials. It is 
non-burning AND deodorized, economical 
and easy-to-use. Just mix a tablespoonful 
with a gallon of water, and feed plants as 
you water. Use ATLAS on everything with 
safety—in transplanting, for indoor or out- 
door gardens, flowers, shrubs, vegetables. 
Try ATLAS Fish Emulsion Fertilizer—you'll 
be amazed. No fuss, no digging, no storage 
problem with CONCENTRATED ATLAS. Try 
a quart, a gallon, a pint—but TRY ATLAS— 
and watch your garden grow BETTER! 


Since 1945 
pecesemeee 


Pint .. . $1.00 
Quart . $1.90 
. $6.25 


At your garden supply store or ) 
postpaid from 


| We guarantee 
3| you'll be 
/ pleased, or 
s| your money 
/ back. 


Gallon a 
renriitee§ 
ATLAS FISH FERTILIZER CO. Mili 


Dept. C, No. 1 Drumm Street k) rf: S 
~ 

a 

8 came ry 


San Francisco 11, California 
s 


Plants & Warehouses: Baltimore, e 
' SS 


los Angeles, Oakland. 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 
A balanced organic fish fertilizer 





too severe, the climbing hybrid teas 
may also be planted. 

The climbing types are at home on a 
fence, wall or large trellis. Dr. W. VAN 
FLEET (pink) is desirable where a 
large area is to be covered. Its less 
vigorous but everblooming counterpart, 
New Dawn, is hard to beat. SILVER 
Moon (single white) is often too vigor- 
ous and not sufficiently winter hardy 
but it is exceedingly attractive. BLAZE is 
a very desirable everblooming red 
climber or a vigorous pillar. KING 
Mipas and DouBLOONs are interesting 
yellows but are not dependably hardy 
in many sections of the country and 
they frequently lack the desired vigor. 

The worthwhile rambler roses are 
few, but one, CHEvy CHASE (red), 
arouses some enthusiasm. It may be 
used as a shrubby ground cover or, if 
given adequate support, it may be used 
for any purpose to which the climbers 
are adapted. 

However, as ground covers, 
Wichuraiana (white), Max GRAF 
(pink), CARPET OF GOLD (yellow), 
CorRAL CREEPER (apricot) and LITTLE 
COMPTON CREEPER (deep pink) are 
superior. 


Hedges of Roses 


Rose hedges may be divided into two 
classes: those made from self-support- 
ing bushes and those made from 
climbers which are supported by a 
fence or trellis. The selection of plants 
of the self-supporting type presents 
somewhat of a problem because the 
degree of hardiness, habit of growth 
and vigor are factors to consider. 

Polyantha and floribunda roses are 
ideal subjects in areas where they are 
winter-hardy, for they are available in 
different heights and colors and bloom 
freely and repeatedly. Their selection 
is therefore a matter of preference. 

Varieties suitable for the colder areas 
are rather limited. R. spinosissima 
(such as the variety FRUEHLING’S 
Go.Lp), R. carolina (pink), the R. 
gallica hybrids of various colors and 
NORTHERN STATES (white overcast 
pink and yellow) will form an attrac- 
tive and impregnable hedge. 

Members of the centifolia and moss 
rose groups can be obtained in a wide 
range of colors, are suitable hedge ma- 
terial and are appropriate where an 
early American atmosphere is desired. 
These and R. Harisoni and R. Hugonis 
(both are yellow) will make a hedge 
6 to 8 feet high and, for a rampant 
growing barrier of taller growth, R. 
multiflora can be used. 


Rosa 


[Editor's Note: For over 25 years Mr. 
Shepherd has been collecting and grow- 
ing roses, and for the past 17 years he 
has been propagating and hybridizing 
them. He is also the author of History 
of the Rose.] 
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GROWERS OF 
THE WORLD'S FINEST ROSES 


rite for our illustrated 
| catalog of OREGON ROSES" 
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Give Flower Grower 
Gift Subscriptions This Spring 
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Can be bent 
to any angle \) 
for easier reading 


The non-corrosive, 
bright aluminum 
marker you can use 
over and over again, 
year after year. Finest 
markers ever made, 
dozens of uses in home 
garden, nursery, green- 
house. Aluminum nameplate is 3144" x 
1”. Standards are heavy gauge, gal- 
vanized steel wire, either 12’ or 24”. 
Nameplate locks on standard either 
vertically or horizontally. For extra 
wording, several nameplates may be 
mounted on a standard. Write on both / 
sides of nameplate with weatherproof 
red or black pencil. Lettering won‘t 
wash off, but is readily wiped off for 
re-marking. 

Also bright aluminum tree and shrub 
labels of exclusive slotted design; and 
aluminum flower pot labels. Order to- 
day. Use coupon below. 


Wholesale Territories Open. 


| eeuron ro Order Today! 


COUPON 
Ray J. Goetting Company 
P.O. Box A-191, Kalamazoo, Mich. 


Please ship at once by prepaid parcel post the 
following: 


Marker with Name 
Plate Attached 
Vertically 
Multiple Name 
Plates on One 
Standard 


No. 104 
PAT 
PEND. 


No. 101 Garden Markers with 
12” Standard @ 10 for 
$1.00 or 100 for $8.50 $ 

No. 102 Garden Markers with 
24” Standard @ 10 for 
$1.50 or 100 for $12.25 $ 

No. 103 7” All-Purpose Alu- 
minum Labels @ 100 for 
$2.50 or 1,000 for $16.75 $ 

No. 104 4” Aluminum Pot and 
Box Labels @ 100 for $2.00 
or 1,000 for $12.75 $ 

No. 105 Weatherproof Pencils 

Red Black @ 20¢ each $ 


Total Remittance Enclosed $ 
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African-violets 


[FROM PAGE 73] 

BLUES In this year of double 
pinks, let’s not overlook the original 
blues which have been in for their 
share of changed form and size. A 
silver dollar held up to your present 
nuskies will indicate how poorly they 
would compare with the size of today’s 
giants—if size is an important factor 
to you. A fine dark purple-blue of 
slightly irregular form, measuring 2 
inches across, is CONFEDERATE BEAUTY, 
pride of the Nashville convention. A 
medium light, beautifully soft blue with 
large blossoms slightly incurved and 
waved is Tinari’s CHRISTINA. Ulery’s 
new WINTRY NIGHT sounds like it ought 
to cut a cool slice of popularity as a 
dark blue with emphasis on its varie- 
gated patterns of green and white foli- 
age. If this variegated foliage intrigues 
you, another dazzler due for popularity 
is Ten Hagen’s new SHOW QUEEN, a 
ruffied lavender. A new light violet 
introduction of Houdyshel is HoNEy- 
MOON. Oppen Greenhouse is intro- 
ducing a “small girl” with the sauve 
name of MotH BLuE—blue single, 
slightly ruffled. It is the softer smoky 
blue shades which have been receiving 
most of the attention recently, but the 
original blue of BLUE Boy will always 
be the African-violet color. 


WHITES A third major color 
category is white, and here is where 
sparkling purity prevails. Just to en- 
joy the glistening brilliance of one huge 
blossom of SNOW PRINCE is worth its 
place in your window. A pure white, 
trilled girl is CLEMENTINE, lovely and 
graceful as the Tinari daughter for 
which it was named. AIR WAVEs is the 
name The Select Violet House has 
given to a full double white, which 
Mary Meeds describes as having large, 
frilled flower petals with very pretty 
light green, semi-fluted foliage; each 
blossom measures over half-dollar size. 
Fischer’s WHITE SURPRISE is perfectly 
named, for you never know whether a 
single, double or semi-double flower 
will result from each bud as it opens. 
If it’s size you want, the new SHOW 
Day (Ten Hagen) promises 1'%2- to 
over 2-inch blossoms shaded blue in 
center. While the “off-whites” will gain 
favor with intense collectors, it is the 
pure white which will do most to accent 
the smaller collection. 


MIXTURES The intermediates of 
blue and “red” form a broad spectrum 
ranging from tinted mauves to rich 
plum tones. I would include the so-called 
reds here too, because they are gen- 
erally saturated with some blue. The 
West Coast seems to favor the plum 
colors, such as CALIFORNIA PLUM, 
which Harvey Cox describes as “an 
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VEWS finc’or ct 
TIME OF BEAUTY 
Voted the best evergreen by the 


American Nurserymen’s Association 
HATFIELD YEW—Upright, 


Illustrated 


FREE cititoc 


describing in detail the newest. and most popular varieties 
of colorful Perennials, Roses, Flowering Shrubs, luxuriant 
Evergreen Ground Covers, Hedge Plants, 
Flowering Trees, Shade Trees, Fruit Trees, Berries and 
hundreds of other Garden Favorites. Compare our low 
money-saving prices before you Buy 


Evergreens, | 
compact, rich 


Hicks * YEW—Best Evergreen for Hedges 

SPREADING YEW—Margin of Plantings $ 

$1.75 per 10 00 per 100 
Well Rooted $ 


Not less than 10 of each variety 


of $3.50 or over Postpaid. 
$3.50 add 25¢. 


Write for complete list 
every order. No C.0.D 
PINE GARDENS ; 

49 Pine Avenue Milton 86, Mass. >> 
Specialists in Yews for over 30 yeors $ 

¢ A AAAAAAAAAAAAAL 


ante 


Hardy Evergreen Climbers and Ground Covers 
Large 2 yr. Mature plants sent prepaid 


English Ivy —12 for $1.50—25 for $2.50—100 for $8.00 
Baltic Ivy—10 for $1.50—25 for $3.00—100 for $10.00 
Pachysandra—12 for $1.50—25 for $2.75—100 for $9.00 
Creeping Myrtie—12 for $1.50—25 for $2.50-—100 for $8 


Orders 
Orders under § 


¢ 
Directions with 


PROMPT, Dependable service always. 
BONGARZONE BROS. NURSERY, Dept. FA, Eatontown, WN. J. 


Get the 
NEW LOOK i: in , 








! watering- tools 


+ NEW Design 
+ NEW Finishes 
+ NEW Products 
+ NEW Selection 
+ NEW Economy 
+ NEW Satistaction 
for YOU 
2323 ALLENCO “Suburban"— 
*: rugged, thrifty, all-purpose sprin- 
> kler—covers up to 4,000 square 
.* feet to “parkway” sliver; stream 
: oF spray or combination; change 
without stopping. Only $9.95. 
:. W. D. ALLEN MANUFACTURING CO. 
- New York 7 








ROSE SPECIALIST, INC. 


Introduces the new “RITZ” 
Ee La 
A RED EVERBLOOMING CLIMBER 


The “RITZ” blooms almost continuously through spring, -- 


-. and fall. Lively red blooms are medium sized and 10 t 
ppear in one cluster. The brilliant open blooms produce r4 
striking show . . . add untold charm to any home. 
ELVIN E. WYANT has grown roses exclusively for over 35 
M.. All WYANT roses are carefully field-grown 
for a full three seasons and are recognized as an 
outstanding bargain at any price. 
Write today for the Spring 1955 catalog covering the new 
“RITZ” and hundreds of other popular and famous varieties. 
Entire catalog is in brilliant color. Write for your copy today! 


MELVIN E. WYANT @ 200 Johnny Cake Ridge © Mentor, Ohio 
WYANT ROSES PRODUCE SATISFACTION 





thumbs , 


for your 
garden 


. 89¢ 
-98c 


Hers. 
His. . 


* So much smarter 

than ordinary gloves. 

Dirt-tight but never 

air-tight. 

yet guaranteed to outwear 

any other garden glove of 

similar price. Washable. Nice for paint- 


Chamois-soft 


ing, dusting, driving, too. 
WATERPROOF 


girl friday » 


new hand-beauty helpers 
Make rubber gloves old- 
fashioned. Not affected by 
soap or grease; won’t slip; 
resist snags and tears. Soft 
and flexible; easy on and 
off. And they keep your 
hands cool in hot water. 
$1.19 at stores or write 





40 Contains Everything 
*" to Fertilize, 
Build and Condition 


mineralizes 1000 feet of lawn for about a dollar 


GLORION, new revolutionary ferti- 
lizer, soil builder and soil conditioner 
all in one is the complete plant food 
...the last word in soil fertilizing 
and garden building. It has no filler. 
Now you can own the best lawn for a 
third less. Glorion is used by leading 
nurserymen. It is commended by agron- 
omists, by agricultural college labs. 
Marvelous, in that it can even convert 
sand, hard pan and subsoil into friable 
loam. Its scientifically correct formula 
contains just the right proportions of 
nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium and 
calcium, and the numerous trace ele- 
ments so necessary to healthy plant 
growth. Its humus content, rich in car- 
bon, is a most effective mineralized 
soil builder. Use it freely and be safe. 
One feeding lasts all season. 


+ 50 Ib. bag $5.95... . 25 Ib. bag $3.25 
—at your dealer 

* Send for Free Brochure 

Dealer and Distributor Inquiries Invited 


SOIL BUILDERS INTERNATIONAL CORP. 
33 West 42nd Street, New York 36 + PE 6-6460. 
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| newly 
| true 


| age and its seemingly waxed, 
| frilled blue-on-white flowers. 





intermediate form of purple and pink.” 


New Dawn (glowing plum red) and | 


PACIFIC 


Carolyn K. Rector of San _ Pedro. 


Richter’s Greenhouse will be featuring | 


an unusual seedling from Fantasy. 
Not yet named, this single plum has 
freckled and streaked markings like its 


| parent but exhibits more desirable fea- 
| tures. 


Another: potpourri of dots is 
FANTASIA from Houdyshel. For the 
“king-size” enthusiasts Richter has EL 
CaPITAN, a large lavender-pink. Naomi’s 
introduced RosE DREAM is a 
“rose” color reputed to surpass all 
others in this class in brilliance and fine 
foliage. There is considerable selection 


| in the lightly tinted, crisply frilled, wavy- 


leaf varieties in the Fischer line. Some, 
like Minuet Imp, have a miniature 
orchid appearance. 


BI-COLORS Starting almost as 
novelty varieties, combinations of 
colors have lately been bred in such in- 
teresting forms, colors and sizes that 
they often steal the show from the pure 
colors. Fischer Greenhouses have been 
noted for their fringed genevas which 


. « . . | 
are frilled singles having a sugar-coated 


outer edge of white, SILHOUETTE being 
an excellent large, dark blue in this 
category. Novel BLUE Ice is a personal 
favorite because of its compact, small 
growth of deeply laciniated girl foli- 
lightly 
A re- 
versal in color is Solange Slifka’s new 
SOLANGE, large white with a Y%-inch 
margin of dark blue which, under some 
conditions, will ray into the white for 
a starry effect. 

When the hybridizers mixed the 
colors the way they wanted they in- 
creased the number of petals, and to- 
day we can have such charmers as sub- 
stantial QUAKER Maip (Madison Gar- | 
dens), a semi-double, bright blue with | 
white edge all around each petal; girl 
foliage. Tinari semi-doubled the popu- | 
ar PAINTED GIRL, and DouBLE PAINTED 
GIRL is available as a delightfully re- 
freshing wine on white. All the bi- 
colors introduced so far are blue or 
pink, or their mixture, with white. This 
combination with the dark colors com- 
mands attention through its contrast. 
The “tinted” colors with white are con- 
siderably more subtle—something for 
the connoisseurs. They all represent 
saintpaulia in a gay, festive costume— 
delicately sweet as cotton candy, or 
regally bold as an ermined cape. 

You can have a smorgasbord selec- 
tion by visiting a grower’s display and 
sales rooms—an experience of wonder. 
Next best is to go through their “menu” 
in catalog form; don’t overlook the spe- 
ciality of the house. In any event, get- 
ting healthy, labeled stock is the first 
step in the well-groomed look.® 


SUNSET (plum red) are two | 
more in this category recommended by 


n> sb llth bla 


‘wn Forest of Valuable 
Gree TURE TREES LIKE Tus! 
Growing, Liv- 
ing Miniature 
Trees is like 
growing EX- 
TRA MONEY in 
spare 
time..Two such 


your 


ar shown 
here—you may 
GROW HUNDREDS IN YOUR 
OWN HOME. In fact you can 


grow -as many as you want 








LIGHTED LILY PADS 
FOR YOUR GARDEN POOL! 
You'll want to spend every evening in 
the garden when your pool is lighted 
| with the soft glow of these lovely lily 
| pads. The realistic 74” pads float on 
the surface, are illuminated by con- 
| cealed lights below. 12 foot watertight 
| cord. 
Single 
pad, 


Twin p 
$6-75 (one oriet) $12.50 


Postage prepaid in U. 8S. A. 
We specialize in artistic garden lighting 
equipment. Send 25¢ for illustrated catalog. 


LUDLOW STUDIOS, INC. 


Dept. FG-4 115 W. 23rd St., New York 11, N. Y. 


| a 00 Varieties 
| Ga 


==. CROSMAN’S 


FAMOUS FRESH 


Facket SEEDS 


SOLD AT LEADING VARIETY CHAIN STORES 
8. 8. KRESGE, G. C. MURPHY, NEISNER'S, 
MONTGOMERY WARD, SCOTT, MACY'S, 
FISHER-BEER, BEN FRANKLIN, W. T. GRANT 
CROSMAN SEED CORP. (Dept. F) East Rochester, N.Y. 
Established 1838 





for shopper's 
guide, list of 
varieties and 
uses. 
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iekss SECS 


——— ae grower tells you how 

ng Herbs as hobby IN 

SMALL’ A A ARTMENT and developed 

: fine, nation-wide business. Learn 

© make 101 profitable items at home. 

aie. ‘PROFIT orders come from neighbors, 


ie 


stores, gift sh 
ORDERS. Millions of mot $$ worth 
drinks, cos 


cs, 
GROW indoors or out. Few p window sup- 


half-di undreds. No big overhead. 
SEND ono MONEY. ons including PLANS FOR 
25 WAYS TO ow MONEY. ‘AT HOME with Herbs AND 
LIVING HERB PLANTS sent for no-risk examination. 
FREE—full detailo WRITE NOW! WORLD A HERBS, 
Dept. 14, 601 8. Vermont, Los Angeles 5, Cali 


Rare GLORIOSA 
CLIMBING LILY 


Exotic! Vines grow § feet or 
more — bearing most unusual 
flowers of brilliant red and 
yellow. Long blooming season 
~excellent for corsages and 
startling flower arrangements. 


$1.10 each - 3 for*3.00 
10 for*9.50 %:, 


Send for Spring Catalog 


STASSEN FLORAL GARDENS sox 17, nescyn ncrs., nv. 








These ‘‘Rockgarden”’ pockets, provide that one 
=. -worn effect ole rock garden look as if it 
easy to use, 
adenna Statue, made of durable concrete with beauti- 
ful grotto, rt mR garden. Free folder. 
MURA CO., Dept. FG , 
1627 North. ‘main St. Racine, Wisc. 





TALL BEARDED IRIS 
JAPANESE HIGO, 
and SIBERIAN IRIS 
MODERN DAYLILIES 
Write for free catalog 


Koqueland Cardens Vesrorine 


Grants Pass, Oregos 


E-Z-DIG 


PLANT 
HOLE DIGGER FEEDING 


J i SOIL 
ust step on it, 
pull it up—and WATERING 
Save e neatest ROOTS 

ole you ever saw AE TING 
in the soil! Digs Seas 
down to 7” deep. 
Made of durable 
18 gauge steel. 


2%" diameter 


$395 


1%” diameter $2.95 








FOR 
PLANTING 





Hand Size 

1%” diameter $1.95 
Send check or money 
order (NoC.0.D.’s) te 


PROGRESS PRODUCTS, INC. 


3160 W.32nd St., Cleveland 9, Ohio 
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ya et firms — ALSO MAIL | 
used yearly in sods. | “ 
perfumes, | medicines, etc. EASY TO) wall will depend upon where you live 
ply oe needs. HERBS tetas RAPIDLY —| and what stone is available to you. 





| section of wall its full height. 





Garden on a Wall 


[FROM PAGE 98] with the application 
of the knowledge—gained through ex- 
perience—of the art of tying stone to 
stone, in accordance with their respec- 
tive shapes, for a perfect and lasting fit. 

The type of stone you select for your 


Granite, sandstone, limestone or shale 
can all be employed effectively. Re- 
member that your wall will be more 
interesting in texture and general ap- 
pearance and will be more substantial 
if there is considerable variation in the 
size of the stones you use. The taller 
the wall, the larger the stones should be, 
of course, to keep them in proportion 
to the total mass of the wall. If it is at 
all possible, place your stones so the 
weathered faces are to the front. The 
wall will then take on an aged appear- 
ance quickly. 

One of the great advantages in con- 
structing a dry wall is that it requires 
much less foundation than a masonry 
wall. Even in severe climates, many 
of the old ones go only 6 inches to a 
foot below grade—and they have not 
been heaved by the frost to any per- 
ceptible degree. The answer is that heav- 
ing takes place in small sections, prac- 
tically stone by stone, with each settling 
back into place. The wall below grade 
should be considerably wider than it is 


| at the top, with large stones used to 


give a firm base. Then the wall is built 
up with the bigger stones at the bot- 
tom and the narrower ones toward the 
top. Keep each layer of stones as 
nearly horizontal as possible. Any per- 
ceptible slope from left to right gives 


| the stones the appearance of sliding, 


even if they are actually secure. 

A professional mason usually puts 
the whole foundation course first. He 
then starts at one end and builds a small 
Trying 
to build the full length of the wall in 
layers is likely to result in too regular 
courses, with the horizontal joints 
paralleling each other for too great a 
distance. In retaining walls, long bond 
stones are run from the front of the 
wall through its entire thickness every 
8 or 9 feet to project into the bank be- 
hind. They act as anchors so that the 
pressure of the earth on top of these 
long stones helps prevent the wall from 
tipping. 

The top of both retaining and free- 
standing walls is best made of long 
stones, rather thin, to act as a coping. 
On retaining walls, this coping should 
be at least 18 inches wide and very 
firmly bedded so that there will be no 
danger of its tipping if someone gets 
too close to the edge of the wall. With 
both free-standing and retaining walls, 
the face of the wall should slant (bat- 
ter) in from the bottom to the top at 





i—Black Spot; 2—Mildew; 
3—Harlequin Bug, 4—Red 
Spider-Mite; 5—Thrip; 6— 
Rose Bud Worm, 7—12- Spotted 
Cucumber Beetle, 8—Rose yale 
Cutting Bee; —Rose Midge; ; i3— 
Tarnished Plant Bug: 14—Leafhopper ; 15—Rose Curculio; 
16-—Rose Slug. 


Which Rose Will You Grow? 


It no longer is impossible for you to grow 
big beautiful roses ... if you only (1) feed 
your plants, (2) protect them from fungus 
diseases and (3) kill off the injurious in- 
sects! And there’s an exact Tri-Ogen Rose 
“Grow-er” that will make it very easy for 
you to grow Big, Beautiful Roses. 


TRI-OGEN 3-Way ROSE SPRAY 


Incredibly efficient combination of 
inSecticides, fungicides and foliar 
stimulants. Wonderful results. 

Finest gardens. $1.50 (10 bush 

season supply) up. 


TRI-OGEN 3-Way DUST “GUN” 


Similar highly effective combination 
in dust form. Complete, refillable, 
easy-to-use gun-type con- 

tainer, 98¢ complete. Also 

in cans $1.19 and up. 


TRI-OGEN 3-Way ROSE FOOD 


Richly balanced. Quick tonic-like effect 
and long-lasting benefits assure ( 1 ) more 
active root systems, (2) sturdier growth, 
(3) more dependable blooms. 89¢ (5- 
Ib bag) and up. 


TRI-OGEN FLORAL and GARDEN DUST 


Now! Tri-Ogen PROTEC- >* 
TION and stimulation for = 
vegetables and fruits as Vv 
well as flowers. Contains Malathion and Captan. 
Refillable “Gun” $1.25; 3-ib can $2.98. 


TRI-OGEN ROSE and FLOWER 
GARDEN “BOMB” 

New! A combination insecticide-fungi- 

cide push-button spray for both inside 

and outside plants. Long needed! You'll 

love it! $1.69 each. 


TRI-OGEN, “The Secret of eg Roses,” is avail- 
able at better stores everywhere. Or direct. Book- 
let, “How to Grow More Beautiful a. free 
upon request. Send today. Rose Mfg. Co.—*‘1st - 
Rose Sprays’’— 135-45 Ogen Bidg., Beacon, N. 








the flowers that 

bloom in the spring 

tra-la, charming harbingers that 
help usher in the flowering sea- 
son, blooming with the daffodils, 
ideal for rock gardens or edgings, 
are these low growing early 


DWARF IRIS 


AZUREA—charming light blue 
ATROVIOLACEA-——ceep red-violet 
BRIDE—free blooming creamy white 
BUZZER—light blue with pink flush 
DIE FEE—odd ruffled lavender and yellow 
KEEPSAKE—bright clean yellow 
LITTLE JEWEL—brown-tan blend 
MAROCAIN—rich deep pansy-purple 
NEGUS—dark violet, white markings 
ROSE MIST—-soft rosy mauve 
SCHNEEKUPPE—(snow cup) white 
TAMPA—unusual red-claret 
TINY TONY—rich red-purple 
YELLOW FRILLS—ruffied deep yellow 
YLO—beautifully formed lemon-yellow 
& 


Your selection for July or August planting, 
3 for $1.00, all 15 for $5.00 postpaid. 
oe 


Our 1955 catalog, printed in color, lists hun- 
dreds of choice iris and 


DAYLILIES 


This is THE ONE CATALOG you should have 
to learn about these beautiful easy to grow 
flowers 


ardens 


DIANA 


Edenw For your 
vine 

free copy 
write 


EDENWALD 
GARDENS 


Dept. F.G. 
VINCENNES 


- INDIANA 
IRIS*DAYLILY CATALOG 





| should be as 








—FLOWER GROWER— 
America’s favorite gardening aid 


At Last! AHandsome Outdoor Lantern 


That Kills Night Flying 


Insects Instantly By 
Electricity 


Amazing DETJEN 
INSECTOCUTOR 
LANTERN 


Now enjoy pest-free 
ing room"’ atmosphere — 
outdoors! Safe—econom- 
ical — effective Adds 
beauty to garden, porch, 
outdoor grill, lawn, ter- 
race, Current in vertical 
wires kills insects at mere 
touch. No harm to humans 
or pets. No more smelly 
insecticides. 14” 

92 diameter. 

6% lbs. Aluminum hood, 
Also available in choice of 
gold, black, red, blue or 
green hood. Guaranteed 
one full year. 
your local 








“live 


Only $35 complete 

sheck or ready to plug in 

direct to: (110 volt AC only) 
DETJEN CORPORATION 


ELECTROCUTING INSECT SCREEN DIVISION 
Pleasant Valley, New York 


If not at 
dealer, send 
money order 





least at the rate of 1 inch for every 2 
feet in height. In other words, a 4-foot 
wall should slope at least 2 inches from 
top to bottom. 

Planted walls are made according to 
the construction hints already given, 
with the exception that, instead of fit- 
ting the stones together as tightly as 
possible, earth is placed between the 
joints. Also, at irregular intervals up 
and down the face of the wall, spaces 


or planting pockets 3 to 4 inches square | 


are filled with soil the full depth of the 
wall. 
In this type of wall, it is particularly 


| important to have your stones slope 


toward the back; otherwise, earth, 
plants and stones are likely to be found 
at the foot of the wall after a hard 
storm. The horizontal earth joints 
thin as possible—just 
enough to make the stones firm—but 


| the joints should run the full depth of 
| the wall, the earth in the joints coming 


with the soil behind the 


in contact 


| stones. In this way, you provide space 


STOP 
MOSQUITO 
BITES! 


and bites from 
BLACK FLIES and CHIGGERS 


(512 


TRADE-MARKS 


SIX* TWELVE 


for the plant roots to make their way | 


will dry out in hot weather or heave 
out during the winter. The stones are 
set in place in such a way that rain 


water runs into the planting pockets | 


and not down the face of the wall. 
The soil for a planted wall should be 
specially prepared. If the existing soil 


| is of a clayey nature, it will need equal 


parts of sand and humus mixed with it; 
even if you have good topsoil, it is still 


| wise to add a little humus and sand. 


As you lay each layer of stones, soil 


| is placed and tamped between and be- 
| hind them for 


10 to 12 inches. 
soil may then be used behind the layer 
of good soil. Do not wait until the wall 
is completed before back-filling, as this 


| is likely to result in air-pockets and | 
| poor growing conditions for the plants. 
| It is best to plant the wall as you build 


so the plant roots can be distributed in 


the soil. It is almost impossible to set | 


the plants in the planting pockets after 
the wall is completed. 


The plants that you use in a dry wall | 


are selected according to: the direction 
in which the wall faces; the amount of 
sun or shade they will get; and the 
height of the wall. Some plants are 
better adapted to the top or top third 
of the wall; others belong near the 
base; and others in the middle section. 
It is unwise to select plants that spread 
too quickly, for they will completely 
obscure the stonework. The root sys- 
tem should be fine and fibrous, rather 
than heavy, so that it can make its way 
between the crevices of the rock. 

For general effectiveness, only a few 
varieties should be used in drifts 
throughout the length of the wall. Too 
many one-of-a-kind plants will make 
your wall look like a patchwork quilt.¢ 


| through the wall and establish them- | 
| selves. If you do not do this, the plants 


Insect Repellent 
IN THE FAMILIAR ' oly 19) 


BOTTLE OR THE 
POPULAR NEW STICK 

at drug, sports, and 
variety stores 


\ 


Xx " 


Fill | 








the perfect 
ground cover 
for banks and 
shady places 


100 Big Clumps $13.00 (1000, $98) 


For hard-to-mow places plant Myrtle (Vinca 
Minor), the sturdy, neat ground cover that 
stays green all winter. Beautiful blue flowers 
in May. Resists insects and disease. Our big, 
heavy clumps with 12 or more stems can be 
planted 2 ft. apart on level, 11% ft. on slopes 
You cover large areas for little money. 


KELSEY NURSERY SERVICE 
Highlands, N. J. (Dept. F-7) 














Wicho SEEDLING SPOON 


For Faster, Better Transplanting 


Meko Seedling 


Works like scis- 

sors. Light, 
strong, use in 
either hand with 
natural wrist posi- 
tion. 


$] -79 postpaid 


(No C.0.D.’s) 
7633 Blaisdell Ave. So. 
Minneapolis 23, Minn. 


at just the depth and 
spacing want. 
Transplants without 
setback—does a quick- 
er job—no dirty hands! 


MEKO CO., 





FLOWER GROWER 





Buds are opening now into those 
big, radiant, starry-eyed 


SILVER DOLLAR PRIMROSES 
Originating at 
BARNHAVEN 


They won the blue ribbon in London 
and will win your heart now and every 
year when winter melts into spring. 


Nothing lightens your spirit or the 
shadier spots in your garden like these 
hardy, at least silver-dollar size Prim- 
roses in every shade and tint of Wild 
Rose, Peach, Apricot, Blue, Gold, 
Orange, Purple, Lavender, American 
Beauty, Scarlet, Copper, White and 
countless others. 


Heavily budded and biooming plants: 
$5.75 doz., postpaid 
(Spring delivery to your garden, unretarded.) 


Barnhaven’s equally famous 44-page 
book-catalog (free to you) pictures 
these and many other hardy, easily 
grown Primrose plants, transplants 
and hand-pollinated seed. 


Barnhaven Gresham, Oregon 














AXUH0UN DAYLILIES 


a -¥ NEW COLORS. NEW SEASONS. LARGE. 

i} L? SMALL. LOW. TALL. BLOOM SPRING TO FALL. 
=\ DISEASE AND PEST FREE. HARDY, PERMANENT. 

MORE BEAUTY. LESS LABOR. ALASKA TO BERMUDA. 

SEND /0c FOR ILLUSTRATED BOOKLET OF 

WHEN-HOW-WHERE-WHICH. 


FARR NURSERY CO. 


BOX 355 WOMELSDORF, PA. 


uLY 
DAN KLET 


10 


FOR BETTER GARDENS 


MULCH 


Mul-Tex, the original non- with 
absorptive buckwheat hull 
mulch helps three ways— 


@ RETAINS MOISTURE 
@ SMOTHERS WEEDS 
@ REDUCES CULTIVATION 


Ideal for flower or vegetable gardens, roses, straw- 
berries, shrubbery. Prevents mud splatter when used 
around foundation plantings. Provides a rich dark- 
brown background for flowers and shrubs. Packed 
in easy-to-handle 50 Ib. bags. (200 Ibs. covers 260 
sq. ft. 1 in. deep.) 


Prices F.0.B. Cohocton, N. Y. 
200 Ibs. $ 5.00 500 Ibs. $11.00 
1000 Ibs. $20.00 2000 Ibs. $39.00 
Order from ad or write for free folder. 


LARROWE MILLS, INC. 


Box 44, Cohocton, New York 


APRIL 1955 











North Central Azaleas 


[FROM PAGE 89] reading. To neutralize 
the mineral matter add acidifying 
chemicals to the water through an inex- 
pensive siphon device attached to the 
hose when you water. 

In spring there is sufficient mois- 
ture in the soil, but from mid-June on 
we must apply water liberally and pref- 
erably through one of the fine mist 
nozzles that create a fog around the 
plant. Azaleas are high-humidity plants. 

Fertilization is another 


want beautiful azaleas. Foliar feeding 
regularly in light applications seems 
to be beneficial, but the most important 
fertilizer application of the year is 
made to the soil in mid-August. An 
application of a highly soluble form of 
nitrogen, such as ammonium sulfate or 
ammonium nitrate, 


sure the plant’s ability to manufacture 
and store food on which to begin early 
spring growth before the mycorrhiza 
are active in the soil. Incidentally, all 
acid-soil plants, for reasons I don’t 
know, like their nitrogen in the form 
of ammonium rather than as nitrates. 

Because of the intensity of sunlight 
in the Midwest we must provide light, 
filtered shade for all azaleas both in 
winter and summer. In my experience, 
azaleas grow best on the north side 


| of an evergreen hedge or a building 


but far enough in front of it so spring 
and summer sun just reaches them. 


Variety Selection 


Since we depend largely upon species 
rather than hybrids or named varieties, 
we naturally get them on their own 
roots. However, when the venture- 
some gardener does try hybrids or 
named varieties, he should avoid 
grafted plants as they are not as hardy 
as Own-root plants. 

The list of azaleas we can grow is 
definitely limited. Three of the best 


are Azalea obtusa Kaempferi, A. pouk- | 


hanensis and A. Schlippenbachi. These 


are subject to bud loss if exposed to | 


temperatures below zero, but this can 
be overcome by caging the plants with 
chicken wire and filling the cage with 
evergreen boughs, excelsior, dried oak 
leaves or any other light, airy mulching 
material. Azalea mollis and its hy- 
brids are all hardy with us if protected 
from drying winter winds and sun. The 
native A. canadensis, A. calendulaceum, 
A. arborescens and A. Vaseyi seem to 
survive if kept moist and are grown in 
an open oak woods. Two hybrids, 
ELIZABETH GABLE and HERBERT have 
survived at the Morton Arboretum at 
Lisle, Illinois, but are occasionally 
killed above the snow line. 

—MILTON CARLETON 


important | 
consideration in the Midwest if you 


is recommended. | 
The purpose of this feeding is to in- | 





for more beautiful garden 
use this moisture-holding 
low-cost soil conditioner 


Was last year’s garden disappointing? 
“Locked-up” soil nutrients may be the reason, 
Gardens, flowers, lawns, Send for this 
respond to Hybro-Tite, FREE FOLDER 
low-cost natural rock soil Sens errr 
conditioner containing pot- [7 '*imiy iad 


ash and 19 trace minerals. ™. 
a.’ 


For a free copy of “Build 

Better Lawns and Gar- . 
dens,” write Potash Rock yer. 
Company of America, Inc., : = 
Box FG-4, Lithonia, Ga. &f 


HYBRO-TITE* 


Nature’s Own 20-Mineral 
SOIL CONDITIONER 
*Trademark of Potash Rock Company of America, Ing, 


“Che Sprinkler of Sprinklers’’ 
Automatic Rainmaker, Jr. 


Model N 


With replaceable nozzles 


$17.95 ”,) 


A DELUXE HOME SPRINKLER 
AT A BUDGET PRICE 


LARGE AREA COVERAGE 
Sprinkles a 40 by 60 foot rectangular area 
EFFECTIVE FOR SMALL AREAS, TOO 
Will operate nicely on water pressures as 

low as 20 pounds. 

. TROUBLE-FREE OPERATION 
Completely automatic piston type actuator. 
All moving parts are brass — will not rust. 
Oscillator tube fully adjustable to meet any 
sprinkling requirement. Fixed hose connec- 
tion—will not twist hose as spray tube turns. 
Rubber wheels. One year guarantee against 
defective material or workmanship. 

manufactured MODEL L same as model N 
ms 


except with drilled spray tube in- 
stead of replaceable spray nozzles 
$15.95 


Producers of Superior Sprinkler 
Equipment for 30 Years. 


MARCH AUTOMATIC 
IRRIGATION COMPANY 
Box 43-F Muskegon, Mich. 





SUCT-DRI 
ONLY 


abe 


Postpaid 
Without electricity or moving parts this suction drainer 
pumps 300 gallons of water per hour from flooded cellars, 
pools, trenches, etc. Just attach with a garden hose to any 
screw-type faucet, attach another section of hose to the 
discharge end, turn on the water and it goes to work, 
Non-rusting. 


Suct-Dri Co., Dept. F, 
210 West 101st Street, N. Y. 25, N. Y. 
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Af LIA S$ BY DAHLIADEL 


BEGINNERS’ SURPRISE 
Collection BS 
$ named dahlia roots from regular cat- 
aloged stock, all tagged and different. 
A good assortment of colors and types. Large 
flowering Dahlias only. Postpaid at planting time. 
(Value $4 to $6) $2.85, or 2 Collections $5. 
Our 1955 CATALOG offers 600 of the Newest 
and Best in DAHLIAS with complete Cultural In- 
structions, and 120 of the Finest CHRYSANTHE- 
MUMS, including the Spoons and Spiders. 


CATALOG ON REQUEST 
DAHLIADEL Box 24 


WwW. W. Maytrott Vineland, N. J. 





HOLLY 


it is easy to grow your own 


CHRISTMAS HOLLY 


Our potgrown trees are raring to go and 
perform for you. For year round enjoy- 
ment and beauty the American Holly Tree 
is unique and without equal. It is necessary 
to have both male and female plants, so 
we will ship you THREE potgrown plants, 
ONE male and TWO female, from 3 inch 
pots, POSTPAID, for $5.95; full payment 
with order, 
Write for PREE list. 


CAPE COD GARDENS 
P. O. Box 256-F, 
Falmouth, (on Cape Cod), Mass. 








FENCE ‘EM IN OR OUT 
DECORATIVE 


Indian Cedar Fence, woven Cedar Fence, 
Ornamental Wood Fence, Post and Rail 
Fence, Hurdle Fence, Rustic Cedar Panel 
Fence, etc., also manufacture rustic fur- 
niture, bird houses and feeders. 


Send for illustrated folder and prices 


LINCRAFT, INC. Dept. F3 


—_ ton, N. J. 
udley 6-0763 


Learn GREENHOUSE GROWING 


For Fun—For Profit 














Our course in greenhouse 
growing will help you 
grow better flowers, earn 
spare time money, or have 
a full time job. Write to- 
day for information or 
send 25¢ for newsletter, 
“The Greenhouse Grower” 


FLOWER SCHOOLS, INC. 
Greenhouse Div. F Pacific Palisades, Calif. 


BE A FLORIST 
Learn to make corsages, 
wreaths, centerpieces, wedding 
bouquets, etc. Train at home 
for excellent floral positions, 
or open your own flower shop. 
Write for information or send 
for special illustrated lesson 
“How to Make 25 Florist st 
Corsages” 160 

FLOWER SCHOOLS, im 
Box 386-F Pacific Palisades, Calif. 











East Central Azaleas 


[FROM PAGE 89] 
bloom. 

Equally hardy as the above and also 
early blooming is the Chinese azalea, 
A. mollis, and its hybrids. 

Completely hardy, with purple-lilac 
flowers, is A. poukhanensis. Closely re- 
lated to it is A. yodogawa which has 
double purple flowers. Both these 
species grow rather low and compact, 
suggesting their use as color accents in 
your foundation planting. 

Not as hardy as the above varieties 
but worthy of trying because of their 
wide color range are the A. Kaempferi 
hybrids, ranging from pink to red 
through salmon shades. Some of the 
more common varieties include CLEo- 
PATRA, LOUISE, CARMEN and THEO- 
poRA. These hybrids have a tendency 
to be semi-evergreen, are relatively low 
growing and make excellent subjects 
tor shrub borders or foundations. 

The brilliant Ghent hybrids, which 
are hardy here, are easy to grow and the 
native flame azalea, A. calendulacea, 
while not so easy, is well worth trying, 
tor its magnificent yellow-to-burnt- 
orange flowers will highlight any garden. 

—VicTor RIES 


may damage the 


New England Azaleas 


[FROM PAGE 90] is certainly well worth 
growing. When planted in open oak 
woods, where the high shade may be 
just enough to protect the delicate 
flowers from direct sun as they ap- 
pear in mid-May, it is excellent, for 
in the direct sun they may fade. 

The roseshell azalea, A. rosea, is a 
native New Englander and the only 
azalea hardy throughout the entire 
region (together with its relative the 
Pinxterflower). Growing about 9 feet 
tall, its deep pink and fragrant flowers 
appear in late May. It will withstand 
planting in the full sun. 

The flame azalea, A. calendulacea is 
native of the Great Smoky region in 
the southeastern United States, having 
brilliant orange flowers, usually, al- 
though some plants vary from light yel- 
low to a dark red. The flame azaleas 
bloom in early June and are always de- 
pendable for bright spots of color wher- 
ever they are used. The most impor- 
tant point to remember about these 
vigorous-growing, 9- to 12-feet plants 
is that the flowers will withstand the 
full sun without fading prematurely— 
one of the best of all the azaleas for 
this very important characteristic. 

The sweet azalea, A. arborescens, is 
another native of the northeastern 
United States and can be found in all 
but the coldest parts of New England. 
The flowers are white with colorful red 
stamens and appear in mid-June. 

—DOoNALD WYMAN 











SPRINKLING SYSTEM 


—and enjoy it forever! 
New Tuff-Lite Kits contain all 
parts, complete instructions. No special tools 
needed. Bury flexible plastic pipe 6” below 
ground — no damage to lawn. Only 3 hours to 
install — lasts a lifetime, Won't rust, rot, crack 
or freeze. Brass sprinkler heads lie flush with 
ground — arrange to fit your lawn. 
Kit #103, with 2 sprinkler heads covers -$46"5 
DA NE, é cineancneacease postpaid 
Kit 4102, with 4 sprinkler heads 
Kit #101, with 6 sprinkler heads 
Mail check on M.O. today. Or write for i folder. 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


fe ioe OS 


METUCHEN 1, N. J 





THE HANDY-DANDY ROTARY TYPE 
MULCHER & TILLER 


The new 1955 Model M, field tested, and 
proved all season, all purpose implement. 
Ten Different Snap On—Snap Off Attachments 
© Tills soil 5” to 6” deep. «¢ Cuts 21” wide 
« Perfect mulch in garden or berry patch. 
* Light and easy to handle. 
Tungsten carbide tipped teeth 

assure long wear. 
¢ Sturdy construction chain drive. 
eSeparate 


n 
row cultivation. 
* Three speeds when using tiller attachment. 


Handy-Dandy Attachments for field use available 
are—Disc Harrow, Drag Harrow. Other aftach- 
ments are—Sweeps, Hillers, Shovels, Weed Whack- 
er, Lawn Mower, Snow Plow, Whirl Type Mower. 


Write today for Literature 
LE CLAIRE MANUFACTURING CO. 
LeClaire, Dept. re. lowa 











‘Rare Hardy 


Rock Plants 


Rare and standard hardy perennial plants 
for rock garden or border. Visitors wel- 
come at nursery; weekdays only, please! 
Catalog with road map, on _ request. 


s NEW JERSEY 
PEARCE — CO. “New jersey 





- . famed for their old- 
world charm, are a regular 


| feature of GARDENING 
| ILLUSTRATED, Britain’s 
| leading horticultural 
| monthly. This beautifully- 


produced magazine pro- 
vides a unique, world- 


| wide coverage of horticul- 
| ture, news of the latest 
| European varieties and 


specialist features on 


| scientific plant develop- 
| ment. 


| of American enthusiasts who already enjoy GARDENING 


Join the thousands 


ILLUSTRATED — complete the order form now ! 
ron —— CLIP AND MAIL<-—---— 
Send only $2.50, made payable to our authorized | 
| gun. iva orth — Bookseller (F.1), “ Priendshep | 
ouse ”’, Jamestown, Rhode Island, with this coupon | 
| completed, for 12 consecutive issues, sent direct to your { 
i ess from London. Two years $4.50. Three | 
years $7.00. 


YOUR NAME Lae z= os 
 appress ea 


RSLs TY. sicnsgnetiiiiaoatenl ; 








FLOWER GROWER 





The 
World’s we ; 
. TL. Cy 
most beautiful * Lgl 
anor Lives : | 


Lily Catalog tiitscss-, 


Get the WORLD'S FINEST LILY CATALOG 
offering over one hundred different 
lilies, including DeGraaff’s wonderful 
new Hybrids. Also rare Hardy Cycla- 
men and Hardy Clematis. It’s really a 
cultural HANDBOOK, profusely illus- 
trated in natural color. To get your 
copy, please send 25c, coin or stamps. 


ROMAINE B. WARE canty, oreson 


* 


FLOWER ARRANGERS! GARDENERS! 


i The first and only prac- 
“i tical flower carrier to 
transport your blooms. 
Finished in rust resistant 
bone black lacquer. So 
easy to decorate. Light- 
weight. Two gallon capac- 
ity. Wide base prevents 
tipping. Only $7.95 plus 
60¢ packing and postage. 
Write for quantity dis- 
counts. Pat. Applied For 


BAYLES, 15 ELM COURT 
PLAINVILLE, CONN. 


EVERBLOOMING 
FLAMINGO PLANT 


or Jacobinia Carnea 
Can be grown out-of-doors in semi- 
tropical climates or as a houseplant. 
« Blooming sized plant $1.00 postpaid » 
GRIES FLORAL COMPANY 


Buy Where Flowers Grow 
11110 S$. Wallace Street * Chicago 28, Ill. 











For NATURAL Control 
of destructive 
gorden insects... 


, j S Ys 
a” —_ 
Use PRAYING MANTES 


They eat the bugs that 


would eat your garden : 

aying Mantis egg cases (cocoons) in your garden of 
oeen toake NOW. When air gets warmer each will hatch 
fit or more of these harmless insects which feed on aphids 
and other soft-bodied destructive plant suckers and chewers. 

No poisonous sprays. Order egg cases direct from us. 

2 Egg Cases for $2.00—6 for $5.00 
delivered, prepaid. Complete instructions sent. 
Mail your order to 


BURKLEIGH CO., Dept. 720, Towson, Maryland 


APRIL 1955 





South Central Azaleas 


FROM PAGE 89] had been placed in the 

new environment. Though they had 
had very little water except the usual 
3 to 4 inches per month rain we get in 
July and August, the plants had grown 
well and by late September were well 
set with flower buds. 

I use equal parts of peat, sand and 
soil well mixed in beds 18 inches deep, 
saving Oak sawdust as a mulch since 
sawdust now costs approximately $5.00 
per cubic yard. I have stopped plant- 
ing azaleas in individual holes, for I find 
it is easier to get drainage from an ex- 
cavation that covers a large area than 
to put in drainage for many separate 
wells 30 inches in diameter and 24 
inches deep. 

We must check the pH each spring 
and autumn to be sure it is between 
4.5 and 5.5 because our public water 
supply has a pH of 9.3-9.7, but two 
pounds of copperas or ferrous sulphate 
per 100 square feet of bed twice each 
year will be enough to offset the lime 
added with the county water. During 
last year’s drought, when the tempera- 
ture reached 113.6°, I found that 
simply spraying the leaves for a few 
minutes around 10:00, 2:00 and 4:00 
was enough to keep the foliage from 
burning; that is, when the mulch was 
already damp. Some of my neighbors 
kept a continuous spray running with 
the result that their beds became water- 
logged, the plant roots couldn’t get air 
and the leaves became yellow. Some of 
their plants died. Of course, shade is a 
necessity in this area. Fifty per cent 
lath or high shade from hardwood, 
deep-rooted trees keeps the plants 
happy. I screen my beds from severe 
winds too. 

The roots are found mostly in the 
top 6 inches of the bed. I add 8 to 10 
inches of oak leaves to these beds each 
autumn, and leave them throughout 
the summer, cautioning visitors against 
throwing cigarette butts on the mulch. 

What varieties thrive with this treat- 
ment in the vicinity of St. Louis? 
Many of the evergreen, dwarf Japa- 
nese Kurumes: Snow, A. Hinodegeri, 
Hino Crimson, Hino Mayo, as well as 
the tall-growing, deciduous Kaempferi 
hybrids. which are mostly good pinks. 
In addition, the Mollis hybrids which 
grow from 3 to 7 feet tall also do well 
for six to eight years, but seem to run 
out after that. Their flowers of pale 
lemon-yellow to deep salmon-red will 
make 6- to 8-inch trusses of 2-inch 
florets. I am experimenting now with 
hybrids that have more japonicum 
blood in them and believe they will be 
more resistant to heat. Others that fur- 
nish good blooms are some of the na- 
tive azaleas from the Appalachian 
Mountains, such as A. calendulacea and 
A. arborescens. —C. BARBRE 








Write for your FREE Iris Book: brand new 
this month, it’s packed with glowing, full 
color illustrations, money-saving ideas and 
new selections. You'll enjoy this new Iris 
Book every day and it’s without 
charge. Write for it today! 


Special Offer! 


5 IRIS (including the lovely 
OLA KALA) only $1.95 Postpaid. 


OLA KALA is a golden beauty with flaring, 
lightly ruffled blooms. Each collection of 
five includes one Ola Kala, PLUS 4 other 
high-ranking Iris we will select from such 
favorites as Lady Mohr, Minnie Colquitt, 
Mulberry Rose, Rocket, Cloth of Gold, Master 
Charles, etc. Order your collection today. 


EARL MAY SEED CO. 
5819 Elm St. 


yours 


Shenandoah, lowa 


EREMURUS 


w, exotic hardy perennial 


(Foxtail Lily) 
Grows from 4 to 12 ft 
tall Blooms in May and June WE SHIP ROOTS WHICH 
HAVE PRODUCED BLOOMS all planting 
Postpaid BARGAIN COLLECTIONS “or only 
(A) Three unclassified hy tUrids, 
mostly yellow, pink and orange 
$3.75 
» yellow and orange species: 
Robustus, Bungei & Au- 
rantiacus 4.50 
Pink, yellow and white species 
1 ea. Robustus, Bunge! & Hima- 
taicus 
Pink yellow and orange hybrids: 
1 ea. Rosalind, Buttercup & 


ipha cose 
Yellow hybrids: 1 ea. Buttercup, 
Moonlight and Primrose 
Orange and saimon hybrids: 
each Alpha, Warei and Roford 
t 1_each Rosalind, Pink 


1 ea. Cameo, Moonlight and 
White Beauty o* 
i ea Elwesianus 
Himalaicus and White . 
Labeled, except those in Collection (A) 
SURPRISE BONUS ROOTS FREE WITH ALL EARLY 
ORDERS Number and varieties given will depend upor 
amount of order and how early it is received No t us 
given after July 15th 
Complete price list upon request 
given with orders 


Amltural instructions 


Cash with order. 
Washington customers please add 3% State Sales Tax. 


MONTGOMERY GARDENS 


P. O. Box 246-F Colville, Wash. 


BULES 


From Holland 


Ask for our catalogue with 
prices, offering hundreds of 
varieties of Tulips, Daffodils, 
Hyacinths, Crocus, Lilies, Am- 
aryllis, and Miscellaneous 
Bulbs. 

All bulbs delivered, duty and 
freight paid to destination. 


HEEMSKERK 


c/o P. Van Deursen Ss 




















RARE, EXCITINGLY EXOTIC 


Steyermark 
Trademark 


MAYAN FIRE PLANT 


Columnea Crassifolia (c. stenophylia) 


—From the slopes of Guatemalan Volcanoes | 
comes this refreshingly new plant to grace your 
home with its unique fire red blossoms set in 
lustrous green foliage, this plant offers a rare 
treat in color and character contrast. 


Vigorous young plants well established in soil— 
$2.75 each, 2 for $5.00, postpaid 


Enclose check or Money order (no stamps please) to 


EXOTIC and NATIVE PLANT GUILD 


P. O. Box 100 Addison, Illinois | 


SPECIAL—For $1.00 additional we will ship Postpaid 
sufficient specially prepared Compost for potting your | 
Steyermark, MAYAN FIRE PLANT 








AMERICA’S MOST COMPLETE 
DAFFODIL Catalog 


For the best Daffodils for garden decora- 
tion, cutting, exhibiting, and hybridizing, 
read our illustrated catalog listing about 
_ 100 varieties with classification, approxi- 
blooming time, 


ures the newer varieties including 
oductions sk for your copy 


Box F 


Pan an 
ale JENYCOX Wane 


CANBY, ORECON 





LEARN TO OPERATE 
Your Own Flower Shop 


All types flower arranging PLUS profitable 
operation procedure covered completely in 
JUST FOUR WEEKS IN BEAUTIFUL 
DENVER, COLO. You use fresh flowers 
and receive personal supervision from our 
MASTER INSTRUCTORS. PROFES- 
SIONAL DIPLOMA ISSUED UPON COM- 
PLETION. 

Free Detailed Catalogue—Write: Cliff Mann 


COLORADO SCHOOL OF FLORAL DESIGN 
2106 Broadway Denver (5) Colorado 


WOW! i's EASY To 
REMOVE STUMPS Q 


With “MAGIC” a Avy 
STUMP REMOVER ©~’ so 


ae =>} 

No Digging! No Chopping! iil | 

z, { 

: “ <p Ae ul Ss . 
All you do is pour “Magic” EASY TO USE! 
Stump Remover—a new, S#ves Time. Money! 
quick-acting chemical compound — into hole 
drilled in center of stump. Wood fibres soon 
decompose all way to root tips, making removal 
easy ...evenfor women and youngsters! 
SPECIAL TRIAL OFFER: 8-oz. Can (enough for 
one stump)—$1.50; 16-oz. —$2.50; 3ibs. $5.00 
Send no money! Pay pesumen, plus postage. 
(Or send full amount with order for postpaid deliv 
ery.) Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Refunded! 

FREE Generous sample of ‘GRO 


GREEN ”’, new liquid lawn 
fertilizer, with each Stamp Remover order. 


H. D. CAMPBELL CO., Rochelle 34, I. 











No Blasting! 








Founded 1876 

FREE CATALOG in full color. Tells 

4 how oe —_ plont — Low Calif. 
Ss 74 _aornia Pestpaid prices for big, vigorous, | 
“a TSN flowering roe Sa Water Lily roots. | 
Re A!! colors. Large selection. Speciol | 

Garden pool plants $3 postpaid! Order today. 

JOHNSON WATER GARDENS, Box 3 Paramount, Calif. | 
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West Coast Azaleas 


[FROM PAGE 88] foliage. The Ruther- 
fordiana hybrids become too large for 
the small garden. Glenn Dale hy- 
brids bloom almost continually in the 
fog area. Know your colors and the 
ultimate size of the plant before as- 
signing them a special location in your 
garden. 

The following varieties were chosen 
for adaptability to the Southern Cali- 
fornia area and for the Pacific North- 
west, respectively. The information in- 
cluded here does not apply to the spe- 
cialized growing conditions found in 
the San Joaquin and Sacramento 
Valleys. 

For Southern California try the fol- 
lowing varieties of Kurume azaleas. 
They are evergreen plants and form 
dense shapely specimens: FLAMINGO 
is a double brilliant coral; LAUGHING 
WaTER has single, large white fragrant 
flowers, is fairly tall and large and can 
stand Colorado River water; PALE 
MOONLIGHT has single, large orchid- 
like flowers of silvery lavender. Of the 
indicas, A. Vervaeneana alba, an ever- 
green type, has double, large white 
flowers, blooms profusely for many 
months and will stand Colorado River 
water. The indica-macrantha hybrid, 
Hour!, has single, large wavy-edged 
flowers of light rose-lilac. It blooms 
profusely and blossoms all summer. It 
is evergreen. 

For the Pacific Northwest, the 
Kurume hybrids, which are evergreen, 
have excellent floral display. SNow 
is a semi-double, hose-in-hose type, 
although sometimes it has large 
wavy-edged single flowers. The plants 
are compact and may lose a few leaves 
during hard winters. The Kurume hy- 
brid, HEXE, is a semi-double, hose-in- 
hose type. It has bright crimson flowers 
and forms a dwarf, compact bush with 
dark foliage. It makes a good pot 
plant and in the fog area throws an 
autumn bloom. It is popular because 
of its hardiness and beauty. TWENTY 
GRAND is a_ deep-flowered plant 
and a persistent bloomer. In_ the 
fog areas it may throw an autumn 
bloom. Of the indicas, try PAUL 
SCHAME. Its flowers are double coral- 
salmon flecked crimson. It blooms 
early and lasts through the summer. In 
milder coastal regions of the North- 
west it is popular as a background 
plant for blue primroses. It is ever- 
A deciduous azalea, A. occi- 
dentalis, has single flowers of white with 
a yellow blotch. Sometimes it is pink. 
It is the most fragrant of all azaleas 
with erect, loosely-branched growth to 
10 feet tall. The foliage turns red and 
crimson in fall. In needs moisture and 
will grow in sun or partial shade. It 
blooms from May to July. 

—LESTER ROWNTREE 


green. 











ROTARY TILLER 
FOR BETTER GARDENS 


Replaces plowing, disc- 
ing, cultivating. Turns 
virgin ground into Gar- 
den Bed in 1 operation. 
Women can operate it. 
Write for free Catalog. 


~ 


+ 


Esneiman, Dept. T-174 
109 Light St., Baltimore 2, Md 
333N.MichiganAve.,Chicago-1,T1l. 
6087 Sunset Bivd., L. A. 28, Cal 


MINIATURE ROSES 


Grow 8” to 10” high, indoors and 
out. Perfect tiny blooms 30 to 45 
days. Plant anytime. Easy to care 
for. Hardy, well-rooted fleld grown 
plants. Patented Varieties. Red, 
Pink, White. 3 for $3.95 (one each 
color OR 3 of kind), 6 for $6.95, 
S Postpaid. Cultural directions with 
order. Write for free folder. 


JOHN THUMB, Dept. FG 
Box 132, PORTLAND 7, ORE. 





Lear at home to make Professional 
sprays, wreaths, corsages, table ar- 
rangements, etc. Big demand for de- 
signers Unusual spare or full time 
money making opportunities. Send 
for tEE booklet “OPPORTUNI 
TIES in FLORISTRY”’ 

NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 
Studio F-45, 310 S. Robertson Bivd. 

Los Angeles 48, California 


Introductory Offer 1/3 Off 


All the latest varieties 
Send for FREE Colored Catalog 


WELLS GARDENS 
Box 2B Rialto, Calif. 














SAWDUST ‘coor FERTILIZER 


You can apply 15 tons of sawdust per acre to build 
rich top-soil rapidly, and greatly increase nitrogen 
level, if you use the ActivO process. Cheaper, more 
permanent, and better soil condition than with chem- 
ical fertilizer. No compost-heap making. Apply now; 
anytime. Rush postcard for free bulletin, “How to 
Turn Sawdust into Gold.’’ Buy ActivO at dealers, $1 
to $195.00 


THE ACTIVO PROCESS, Bridgeton 35, Ind. 











Pulls Out The Roots in a Jiffy! 


Built to endure “WEED 
FIGHTER” has a tapered hard- 
wood handle, tubular stem and 
slide-action gripper of heavy 
aluminum. It's light, easy to 
handle, will not tear up your 
lawn or mar it in any way 
Gets the roots and the core in 
\ 2 second, EVERY TIME 


$1.45 
Mens Style $1.95 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


SEND CASH CHECK of MONEY ORDER 


Ladies’ Style 


121 WENONAH DRIVE PONTIAC 19, MICH. 


LIFE-“SAVERS FOR LAWNS 
Moles ruin your lawn, uproot costly 
bulbs, damage plant roots and demol- 
ish seed beds. Don’t tolerate them .. . 
Just drop a few MOLE-NOTS in MOLE 
runways . . . MOLES consume them 
and die. Sold by your local dealer 


MN rotenian. we 


Economy size 


$1.00 


) — 
NOTT MANUFACTURING CO., INC. 
MT. VERNON, N. Y. 
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Holly 


— FREE BOOKLET AND LIST — 
EARLE DILATUSH—Robbinsville, N. J. 














TRIS CATALOG 


Ready about April 15th 








EASY TO ERECT 
ook Like Wood 
Sectional Buildings 
FOR ALL PURPOSES 
Shipped Anywhere 
* 
Write for Folder 
JOHN COOPER CO. 303 2nd St. Hackensack, N.J. 














Unusual Flowers from Far Places. 
and interestingly described. Catal 
Bulbs-Plants, on request, Dept. 


welcome at Nursery. 
MOORESTOWN 


PEARCE SEED CO. “New jersey 


WATER LILIES 


Hardy and Tropical 


Large Goldfish—Pool Plants 
Free Catalog in Color 


BELDT’S AQUARIUM, 


ROBERTSON, 1, MISSOURI 


» COLCHICINE 


= the MIRACLE DRUG 


Causes wondrous plant mutations 
A simple scientific chemical means of creat 


ing new forms in flowers alll plants. Easy to 50 POSTPAID 
use. Complete kit with instruction booklet NO C.0.D. 


ROMAINE B. WARE sox r, cansy, orecon 


illustrated 
of Seeds- 
Visitors 





INC. 





NEVER 
BEFORE 
OFFERED 


4 ry 
ONE BULB EACH si 
RED CHIEF, LAVENDER p< 
Grows 12" to 15"’ flowers on s sturdy 
stems. Separately labelled. Cature ‘included. Send onty 25c 
ay 2, Soc for for 4, $1 for 8 and Seed & Nursery - 


SHUMWAY Seedsman, Dept. 357, Rockford, tinels 


DAYLILIES 


AMERICA’S LARGEST 
GROWER (30 Acres) 
FREE LIST illustrated in 


color. Better varieties — 
Lower prices. 
/ Gardens 


‘easel 
Spring 1, Texas 








~—POsrpaiD | 
| them at exactly the same level at which 





PERENNIALS 


Pian your 
send for our illustrated perennial 
book 


perennial garden now— 


let. 
it's FREE 


PITZONKA’S PANSY FARM 
AND NURSERY 


Box 145 Bristol, Pa. 
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Mid-Atlantic Azaleas 


[FROM PAGE 90] Barber’s at Ex- 
bury, of the American distributor’s and 
of mine. Best of all, it is also among 
the most vigorous. It gives every indi- 
cation of possessing the stamina to 
thrive through our torrid summers and 
frigid winters. 

Everybody likes red azaleas 
brid which grows so strongly that its 
adaptability to our climate seems as- 


sured. 


I imported my Exbury hybrids from 
England, and when they first blossomed, 
I was disappointed in them. It is not 
until they have been established for 
three full years that they develop the 
flower size, color intensity and profu- 


| sion of bloom which have made these 


superb creations of Lionel de Roths- 
child a legend among collectors. 

The Exbury azaleas were developed 
from another English strain, the Knap 
Hill hybrids, which include a number 


| of very fine sorts. One which has given 
| me special pleasure is TOUCAN, with 
| Opulent 


ivory blossoms emblazoned 
with a startling velvety golden flare on 
the upper petals. It is richly scented. 
The venerable Davigesi has been the 
best white-flowered mid-season azalea 
hybrid for decades. Toucan is in- 
finitely superior in every way. 

All of these azaleas appreciate some 
shade, providing it does not come from 
the limbs of trees directly overhang- 
ing them. Their flowers last longer if 
they have it. About two-thirds sun and 
one-third shade are ideal, but these se- 
lected sorts are accommodating enough 
to thrive under considerably more ex- 
posure. One point on which it pays to 


| insist is that they be properly planted 


in a loose, porous, 
riched with humus. 


acid soil, en- 
Holes for young 


, | plants should be dug 20 inches in di- 
| ameter and 15 inches deep from which 
| the subsoil is discarded. They are then 
| backfilled with a mixture of 50 per- 
| cent topsoil and 50 percent acid peat- 


moss, and the azaleas are planted in 


they grew in the nursery. Unless you 
garden atop a peat bog, don’t com- 
promise with correct planting. Upon it 
depends the health and floral display 


| of your azaleas for many years to 
| come. 
| they 

| leaves, 


After they are in the ground 
should be mulched with oak 

pine needles or similar loose 
vegetable debris. 

Early spring planting is best and they 
should be watered in summer if rain 
fails. The only additional care neces- 
sary is to renew the mulch each 
autumn and pick off any seed capsules 
which start to develop after they 
bloom. This insures the fullest crop of 
flower buds for the next big festival 


| of blossoms.—Davip G. LEACH 





and | 
RoyaL Lopce is another Exbury hy- | 








SUPPORTS 
TALL 
FLOWERS! 


Your peonies, asters 

and other tall plants 

will stay sturdy, 

straight and beau- 

tiful longer... 

with STEEL FLOWER SUPPORTS! 


Made from Heavy galvanized rust-proof steel wire. 
24” high by 14” in diameter. Easy to set up. Col- 
lapsible for easy storage. No rags, strings or wooden 
stakes to distract from beauty of flowers. Neat wire 
hoops and uprights gently hold tall flowers in a 
naturally beautiful position. No broken stems due 
to rain, heavy foliage or mowing. 


Available only by metl! 
6 for only $1.95 Postpaid ‘499,255 West 
Please order your STEEL FLOWER SUPPORTS 
NOW . @s supply may be limited later! 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Refunded! 


IDEAL MFG. CO.  osnersose, tc 


Oskaloosa, lowa 

















Beautiful, Complete 
IRIS CATALOG 


This catalog in addition to pro- 
viding many color pictures in- 
cludes a valuable breakdown of 
IRIS in color classes and de- 
seribes a number of tris Species 
not found in ordinary catalogs. 
for your copy today 
Price .25¢ (includes coupon 


worth .50¢) 
LYON IRIS GARDENS ; 
7041-F Woodman Avenue Van Nuys, Calif. 














PLANTER MIX 


More, much more, than a pot- 
ting soil—and so rich you can 
actually use it to enrich other 
soils. And it’s energized with 
ActivO! Dilute it up to 400% 
for potting. Try it for AFRI- 
CAN VIOLETS, by all means 
It's ALIVE with the dynamic <— 
agencies that make soil ultra-productive. Complete in 
all elements. $1 for big trial package. Postpaid. Deal- 
ers or BENSON-MACLEAN, Bridgton 36, Indiana. 


No Fertilizer to Buy! 





Illustrated In Color 
Everything For ae Ty Pool 


950 Front Street 
inghamton, WN. Y. 





ASSEMBLE YOUR OWN TILLER... SAVE! 


RED-E& TRACTOR CO. 
Richfield 8, Wisconsin 








SUCCULENTS 


y” COLORFUL 
EXOTIC 


Write for our beautiful 
colored catalog picturin 
these bright, odd an 
easily grown house plants 
AFRICAN AND MEXICAN SUC- 

CULENTS. MIMICRY PLANTS. 
SHADE CACTI. SUPPLIES AND 
POTTING SOILS. | 


CACTI | 


HUNDREDS OF RARE FLOWER- _ Orchid Cacti 
ING KINDS DESCRIBED. In Many Colors 


JOHNSON CACTUS GARDENS 


BOX F-4 PARAMOUNT, CALIF. 












AERATOR 


. . aeration of your 
lawn is a must in 
dry summer and fall 
months. Help lawn 
retain moisture, gets 
food and air to 
grass roots. 
ee @eecere@eewee@eddeste & 6 eee 


GID and DUNHAM? 
LAWN ROLLERS 


. a must for Spring 
care of the established 
lawn. Also for new 
seeding and grading 
Adjustable weight. 
Scraper bar. 








- .. saves hours of 
“clean-up time. Saves 
days of backaches. 
Extra large capac- 
ity. Rugged tubular 
construction. 


SVe ee eee eee ereee eee es 


HOME and 
GARDEN 
WHEELBARROW 






-..just the right 
size, ball bearing, 
tubular steel 
frame, heavy 
gouge troy. 
Priced right. 


Manufactured by 


Ohio Machine Products, Inc. 


Columbus 11, Ohio 





For more information write to: 
John H. Graham & Co. Inc., Dept. FG 
105 Duane St., New York 8, N. Y. 
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| popular of the group. 





South Atlantic Azaleas 


[FROM PAGE 90] loam to | of peatmoss 
or by using a half-and-half mixture of 
garden loam and leafmold. 

The azaleas grown in the South may 
be divided into two general groups: the 
large-leaved, large-flowered, fast-grow- 
ing and somewhat tender indicas, and 
the small-leaved, small-flowered, dwar- 
fish and rather hardy Kurumes. Other 
small groups are the “Japanese hardy” 
and the pericats. All of these are ever- 
green in the South. 


Popular Indicas 


PRIDE OF MOBILE is a mid-season 
bloomer of deep watermelon pink. 
LawsaL (Daphne Salmon) is some- 


what like PRipE OF MOBILE in character 





of growth and foliage, but the flowers | 


are a rich salmon. 

GEORGE L. TABOR is a late-bloomer 
and for that reason stands more cold 
than most others of the group. The 
blooms are pink with dark markings. 

SOUTHERN CHARM (Judge Solomon) 


once highly-popular Formosa, which is 
a not too pleasing magenta. 

FIELDER’S WHITE is a very good 
white indica. 


Popular Kurumes 


CorAL BELLS is perhaps the most 
It is a dainty 
hose-in-hose coral pink, shading deeper 
toward the center of the flower. 

HINODEGIRI is perhaps the most popu- 
lar red Kurume. 

PINK PEARL is a rapid-growing va- 
riety with large hose-in-hose salmon- 
rose flowers shading lighter toward the 
center—a color with strong appeal. 

SALMON BEAUTY has large hose-in- 
hose flowers of a striking salmon-pink 
color. It has glossy green leaves. 

SNow has pure white flowers borne 
in large clusters. 


**Japanese Hardies”’ 


There are at least three “Japanese 
hardy” varieties that are dependable 
and showy. 

FLAME is a fast grower of upright 
form, producing a profusion of flowers 
of a bright orange-red. 

LILACINA is a delicate lilac color 
that shows up well in contrast with the 
darker shades. 

MAXWELLI is a vigorous, heavy-foli- 
aged carmine. 

There are two pericat varieties that 


are quite lovely and fully as hardy as | 


the Kurumes—at least that has been 
my experience. GARDENIA SUPREME 
is a beautiful white with gardenia-like 


flowers; SWEETHEART SUPREME is a 
delicate blush pink.—BEN ARTHUR | 
Davis 








EM-T-FILL 


is a pink sport of the well-known and | 


CHRYSANTHEMUM 
CATALOG 


Write for our 1955 
Catalog listing 600 
varieties of Chrysan- 
themums and Carna- 
tions. New introduc- 


imports, 
Exhibitions, 
m Varie- 
Cascades, etc., 
colorfully illustrated. 


_SUNNYSLOPE GARDENS 


8637 Huntington Drive San Gabriel, Calif. 





NO PUMPING 
fom - 7-01 Si, fe 





Delivered 
$3.00 
if West of 
Miss. River 
Drains Outdoor Pools, 


Flooded Cellars, Window Wells, Tubs, Etc. «+e 


Here is an easy way to put your garden hose to work 
for you. Just attach EM-T-FILL unit between your gar- 
den hose and the short length we send with unit. At- 
tach one hose to nearest cold water faucet, submerge 
syphone unit in flood water, and run free end of hose to 
any open drain, sink or other discharge point. Turn on 
faucet water to full extent. On average water pressure 
EM-T-FILL will move an average of 300 gallons per hour. 
No hand pumping; no bailing. Unit is made of life-time 
solid brass; no moving parts to get out of order; al 
ways ready for instant use in emergency. Seven foot 
hose included. Satisfaction or money refunded. 


Mail us your order TODAY 





DRUMCLIFF CO., Dept. 715, Towson 4, Md. 
COLORED CATALOG 
Perennials ¢ Alpines 


FREE Chrysanthemums ® Iris 


It pronounces all names! 
LAMB NURSERIES 
E. 101 Sharp, Box F-451, Spokane, Wash. 














CHRYSANTHEMUMS 


FINEST QUALITY 
Well-Rooted 
Healthy Plants 
NEWEST VARIETIES 
Our specialty, Field-grown 
stock exclusively. FREE 
CATALOG has color illus- 
trations and general cul- 
tural instructions. It de- 
scribes over 300 varieties— 
spider, large flowering exhibition, commercial, cas- 
cade and hardy types, also Holland, Australian and 

English varieties. 


Send today for FREE 1955 CATALOG 


BLANCHARD GARDENS 


503 S. Walnut San Dimas, California 








PRAYING MANTIS EGG CASES 








= 
Each GUARANTEED to hatch over 100 mantes to 
destroy insect pests as featured in gy in ge $ 
" . ppd. 

instructions. Order now. FREE FOLDER. 
AN RIVERHEAD, N. Y. 
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Growing Chrysanthemums 


[FROM PAGE 81] can cultivate the 
soil. If you prefer the latter (which is 
more work!) scratch the surface only, 
tor deep cultivation will injure the 
roots. If a mulch is used, it will not 
only discourage weeds but will also re- 
tard evaporation of moisture from the 
soil. 


Will insects and diseases 
be troublesome? 


There are several insects and diseases 
which might attack your chrysanthe- 
mums, but each one can be controlled. 
Aphids or plant lice may infest the 
plants, sucking the plant juices from 
the tender shoots, but they can be 
controlled easily with nicotine sulfate, 
sold in garden stores as Black Leaf 40. 
Other insects such as the tarnished 
plant bug and the four-lined plant bug 
can be eliminated with a 5 per cent 
DDT dust or a spray of 50 per cent 
wettable DDT. Fungus diseases of the 
foliage, such as leaf spot, can be con- 
trolled with a material containing 
ferbam. 

Sometimes the lower leaves of chrys- 
anthemums turn brown and fall. This 
is usually due, not to disease, but to a 
shock that the plant has received. This 
might be due to lack of water (probably 
the most common cause), or to root 
injury caused by deep cultivation or 
an excess of fertilizer salts in the soil. 

Don’t let this seemingly long list 
of chrysanthemum-attackers discourage 
you, for many times a garden of chrys- 
anthemums will be troubled only by 
aphids, and these are present in every 
garden and are among the easiest of 
insects to control. 


Should | protect my plants 
over the winter? 


The hardiness of chrysanthemums 
differs with each variety, but to be on 
the safe side it’s best to protect all the 
plants during the winter. This protec- 
tion is most commonly in the form of 
a light, porous mulch. 

After the tops of your plants have 
been killed by the frost, cut them off 
2 or 3 inches above the crown and 
burn them. Then, after the ground is 
slightly frozen, cover the plants with 
marsh hay, excelsior, evergreen boughs 
or cornstalks. If chrysanthemums are 
in a poorly-drained bed and are given 
a heavy covering such as leaves, they 
may die out by spring. So it it’s neces- 
sary to use leaves, keep them dry by 
covering them with waterproof paper. 
This mulch can then be removed in 
the spring when growth starts again. 
If you prefer, you can place one plant 
of each variety in a coldframe for the 
winter. These plants will then serve as 
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stock plants from which cuttings may 
be taken in the spring. For more about 
taking cuttings see below. 


Should | divide my plants 
next spring? 


Most garden chrysanthemums (ex- 
cluding the cushion varieties) should 
be divided each spring. Dig up the 
clump and carefully separate the indi- 
vidual plants. Discard the old, woody 
growth that was in the center, and re- 
plant each of the divisions, spacing 
them about 10 inches apart. For an 
illustration of a divided clump see 
page 81. 

Instead of using divisions of last 
year’s plants, some gardeners prefer 
to start each year with rooted cuttings 
taken from stock plants that have been 
overwintered in a coldframe. The ad- 
vantages of taking cuttings are: less 
danger of disease; better quality blooms; 
and growth is less apt to be woody. 

This is how cuttings are taken and 
handled: Using only disease-free plants, 
cut off the top 3 inches of the stem; 
this growth should be soft, not woody. 
Make as many cuttings of this soft 
tip growth as desired. Dip the cut- 
tings into a hormone powder to en- 
courage rooting. Then insert them in 
a flat or bulb pan containing sharp 
builder’s sand, vermiculite or a mix- 
ture of half sand and half peatmoss, 
spacing them 1 inch apart. Firm the 
rooting medium, label each variety and 
water. During the time the cuttings are 
rooting, give them air and some sun, 
but protect them from very strong 
sunlight and wind. Water the flat or 
bulb pan when the surface of the 
medium becomes dry. In about three 
weeks the cuttings will have rooted 
and produced soft, light green growth 
at the tips. At this time pot up the 
cuttings singly in 3-inch pots contain- 
ing a mixture of soil, leafmold and 
coarse sand. In about ten days the 
rooted cuttings can be planted out in 
the garden. For illustrations of how 
cuttings are made see page 81.® 








Students’ Magazine 


e Agriculture students of the Los 
Angeles City schools publish their 
own garden magazine, called Your 
Home Garden. This four-page book- 
let, which appears monthly during 
the school year, is filled with basic, 
timely information essential to gar- 
deners. It is printed through the 
courtesy of Paul J. Howard of Cali- 
fornia Flowerland. 














PLANT EARLY 
GET BUSHELS OF 
BLOOMS THIS YEAR 


8 CUSHIONS .‘*'"r":’. $1 


Dwarf, early, hardy; 8 
Blooms June to frost 


5 for CUTTING Jen") $1 


Fully double, hardy, long-stemmed kinds, 
best for cutting; 1 each red, pink, white, 
bronze, yellow 


3 GIANT FLOWERED. $1 


Giant red, yellow, white, 4”-6" across. 
Spectacular hardy mums of greenhouse size. 


SPECIAL! 17 for $2 


ALL 16 OF ABOVE plus one grand new red 
mum STOPLIGHT, sent for two $! bills. 
Ready now; sent when you say. Postpaid . 
ROCKNOLL Dept. 15 MORROW, OHI 





lovely colors 


SCeccecerstsnseeeesseeeeeeenesees 


FREE/ 
PP ee VE aele 


OF WORLD FAMOUS 


BRISTOL “MUMS” 


Glorious Full Color Illustrations of 
Outstanding Origination: 
and 
Popular Favorites e Choice Perennials 
Flowering Shrubs e Novelties 


SEND TODAY! 


BRISTOL NURSERIES, INC. 
400 PINEHURST ROAD 
BRISTOL, CONNECTICU 

Your catalog will be mailed in February 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS—IRIS 
DAYLILIES—HOSTAS 


Large selections at bargain prices with special offer 


to NEW CUSTOMERS. 
on request. 


NEW GARDEN BOOK Free 


Shoemaker’s Gardens—Dept. F 
Box 26—Overland Park, Kans. 


GARDEN MUMS 
Sensational Landscape Piants 


Hundreds of colorful cutflowers lasting for 
weeks in the home. 


6 Early blooming chrysanthemums $3.00 ppd. 
10 Early blooming chrysanthemums $5.00 ppd. 


You receive growing plants individually labeled. 
FREE CATALOG AND LANDSCAPE PLAN 


ALPINE GARDENS 


77 N. Summer St. Dept. FG Adams, Mass. 
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Best Buy—Wren Home! 


VALUE PLUS in this attractive house 
from its long-life copper roofing to its 
swivel bottom for easy cleaning. Fur- 
nished with both brace and hook for at- 
taching either to a building or post or 
for hanging from a tree or shrub branch. 
Entrance admits only wrens to the 
roomy well ventilated interior designed 
for several broods of this most active 
little songster. $2.85 ppd. Clymer Sales 
Co. Inc., Pt. Pleasant, Bucks Co., Pa. 





Rid Your Home of Insects—$1 


Just light the cone—that’s all! Burns 
like ineense—the invisible vapor de- 
stroys all exposed bugs. No gadgets— 
no after odor—no work! Miracle Bug- 
Rid cones kill flying moths, flies, mos- 
quitoes, spiders, roaches, silver-fish and 


wasps. 14 cones and burner for $1.00 
postage paid. Guaranteed to do the job 
or your money back. Order Bug-Rid 
Cones by mail from Sunset House, 609 
Sunset Building, Hollywood 46, Cali- 
fornia. 








Famous Swedish Bud Vases 


Exquisite hand blown crystal vases as 
only Swedish craftsmen can make. The 
graceful, tapered upper section flows 
from the solid ball base which is flecked 
with natural internal bubble formations. 
Your choice of shimmering blue or ¢ le: ar 
crystal, #1, 5%4”—$1.25; #2, 7 
$2.00; #3, 8” $2.50. COMPLETE SET 
OF 3 BUD VASES $4.00 ppd. Send for 
FREE Illustrated Catalog. Scandinavian 
Imports, Kitchawan New York. 
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FAMOUS HUMMEL MADONNA... 


What nicer Easter gift than a treasure 
original Hummel ceramic figurine of the 
Madonna and Child? 

| 


and exquisitely executed. 9” high. May be 


Prized by collectors 


had in ivory-white at $8.00, or hand-painte 
in delicate pastel colors at $14.00 postpaid 
Six assorted little angels in ivory-white $7.50 
or 3 for $3.75. Hand-painted in color they 
are $12 for set of 6 and $6 for set of three. 
Hildegarde Studios, FG-4, 597 
Ave., Hartford 5, Conn. 


Farmington 


HI-SNACK TRAY... 


Have trouble juggling drink and snack at the 
same time? These smart individual trays 
with built-in coaster to hold glass and snacks 
are the answer. Feather-light; won't chip o1 
break. May. also be used as serving dish 
for ice cream with cake or cookies on the 
side, or shrimp cocktails with crackers, etc. 
A perfect gift! Ivory or black with smart 
gold trim. Set of 4 including your name 
embossed in gold, $4.49 postpaid. Lou C. 
Fox, FG-4, 220 S. State St., 


Chicago 4, Ill. 


AT YOUR SERVICE... 


Beautifully hand-wrought pieces of heavy 
sterling silver that will delight any recipient 
whether it be a gift for Easter, Mother's Da 
or, for the new Bride. A gift to last a life- 
time because it's solid sterling. The dainty 
lily-of-the-valley design is 
44” 


exquisite in every 
detail. Each is long. Set of four pieces, 
jam spoon, lemon fork, sugar tongs and but 
ter or cheese spreader, is $9.95, tax and post- 
Silversmit 


Jamaica 2, N. Y. 


age included The Jamaica 


FG-4, 79-32 164th St., 








A Must for Every Lawn 
It’s called “WATER WARDEN”. It 


takes the guess work out of sprinkling, 
eliminates water waste, reduces water 
bills, registers rainfall; aids in produe- 
ing rich, healthy lawn. Clever blackbird 
perched on brass finished cup indicates 
amount of water. Easily read 50 feet 
away. Order now and receive FREE, 
handy moisture chart. $3.95 postpaid. 
No COD’s please. Trader’s Trend, Dept. 
F., Box 1097, Oak Park, Illinois. 








Order by 
Mail 


i 
a 


Pansy Pots 


Clever vases ... Clever gifts—$2.25 
each. For any  hard-to-handle — short 
stemmed flowers the new criginal 
Pansy Pot is slotted to hold blossoms 
firmly. No frog needed. Candle in top 
makes a novel centerpiece. Glazed grey- 
green, plum brown or summer green, 3” 
high, 354” diameter. Ppd. $2.25 ea. 2 for 
$4.25, 3 for $6 (Add 3% sales tax in 
Calif.) Carmel Work Center, P. O. Box 
T-1, Dept. F-4, Carmel-by-the-Sea, Calif. 
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STORE with Erna W. Cass 


FRENCH BOY AND GIRL ... 


Adorn your mantel with these charming heads 
of French children. Beautifully executed and 
carefully molded in every detail, they are 
made of a solid composition and reinforced 
Each is 
9” high with a felt base. Finished in either 
antiqued ivory or pure white. $7.95 pair, 
postpaid. Mono-Art, FG-4, 50 Delancey St., 
New York. 


with steel rod for extra strength. 


DANISH CANDLE HOLDER... 


The most unusual and distinctive candle 
holder we have seen comes to you from 
Denmark. Of beautiful satin-finish brass, 
skillfully executed and bound with fine 
black leather, it is 5” high and holds 3 
candles. As a centerpiece use a pair—one set 
within the other with a bowl of your favorite 
flowers in the center. It’s bound to cause a 
sensation! $6.50 each, postpaid. Imported 
10” non-drip candles $1.20 doz. Chalmar, 
FG-4, Split Rock Road, Syosset, N. Y. 


TWIN BACKGROUND FANS... 


The perfect background for flower arrange- 
ments, figurines, clocks, house plants, candle- 
sticks, displayed on your mantel or table. In 
fact, they are beautiful enough to stand by 
themselves as a decoration. Each fan opens 
to 64” high and 13” wide. Come in soft 
shades of green, blue, beige and dusty pink 
with gold border, and all gold. State second 
color choice. Packed in pairs. $2.50 a pair, 
postpaid. Dorothy Biddle Service, FG-4, 
Pleasantville 102, N. Y. 





“Jiffy” Hose Coupler Set 


A time saver—a hose saver. “Jiffy” 
hose couplers snap-on, snap-off. Every 
hose needs two sets . .. one at the 
faucet—one at the sprinkler. They stop 
hose twisting. Simplest leak-proof, rust- 
proof, quick connect and disconnect 
hose coupler on the market. See your 
dealer, or order one or two sets by mail 
today, $1.00 each postpaid. Send check 
or money order to Sanco Products Co., 





Box 13FG, Ashtabula, Ohio. 
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American Songbirds 


First perfect sight and sound repro- 
duction of America’s wild songbirds. 
Hi-Fi Soundbook recording (33 or 45 
RPM), unbreakable, made in field by 
Cornell University. Narrator, 24 full 
color photographs and text keyed to 
each bird song, answer all your ques- 
tions about birds. Indicate RPM. $5.20 
ppd. Free Catalogue “Gifts of Distine- 
tion”. No COD’s. World Treasures, 655 
Main Avenue, Passaic, New Jersey. 





Flower Arrangers! ! 
Use Blue Ribbon FLOWER HOLD- 


ERS! Flowers stay firmly in place at any 
angle in these non-rusting holders. If not 
available in your shops send $2.25 for a 
34%” holder and $1.50 for two VASE 
STANDS which resemble teakwood, pro- 
tect furniture and add charm to arrange- 
ments. $1.50 for 2 Stands. Garden Clubs: 
Write for our generous offer. Blue Rib- 
bon Flower Holder Co., 2315-17 Fourth 
St., Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. 





Dutch Water Boy... 


Holds a big 2 quarts—enough to water 
all your plants with only one fill! Beau- 
tiful patented design finished in antique 
flat black or glossy green. Made from 
sturdy terne plate steel, rustproofed and 
finished inside and outside with life- 
time enamel. The biggest bargain you 
ever saw for $2.98. Guaranteed to please 
you or your money ‘back. Specify black 
or green. Wilde Products, FG-4, 2209 
Grandview, Cleveland 6, Ohio. 





Insulated Prefab Greenhouse 


Spacious greenhouse 10’2” x 12'6” 
for Orchids, African Violets, Fuchsias, 
Begonias. No puttying, only a few bolts 
to tighten for erection. Completely in- 
sulated from ground to ridge; warm in 
winter and cool in summer; TWINGLAS 
in roof, sides. No more heating troubles! 
No worry about tumbling temperatures! 
Reg. Price $499.50, WINTER SPECIAL, 
$399.50 fob. Redfern’s Prefab Green- 
houses, RT 1, Bothel, Wash. 
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SLIDE SPRAYER ...- 


Weighs only 24 pounds complete with ex- 
tension for spraying hard-to-reach places, yet 
can develop over 150 pounds of pressure at 
the nozzle. Nozzle adjusts to fine mist or 
: , 30-foot stream. Takes all spray materials, 
Roto Hedge Trimmer—$12.95 . including whitewash, water-base paints, weed- 
” . . . ‘ , or . : : . P > if ne rene 
Your 4” electric drill trims hedges, . : killers, etc. Equipped with a — 
shrubs, hard-to-reach grass easily, ‘ J . hose which when dropped into barrel, or 
smoothly, with this inexpensive attach- . ; dt as pail affords comfortable spraying. $7.25 
ment. Rigid steel and aluminum con- : 
struction; smooth-running hardened 
steel gears and cam in 1-piece case. 10” 
eutting blades designed for maximum 
efficiency. 10 day trial on Money Back 
Guar. $12.95 ppd., or send $1 deposit for : PERSONALIZED BOOKMARK... 
COD. Scott Mitchell House, Ine., Dept. 
7704, 611 Broadway, New York 12, N. Y. 


postpaid. All States Sales Company, FG-4, 
2623 Love Field Drive, Dallas 19, Texas. 


A personalized “golden” metal bookmark 


3 


tore 


that is not only handsome but certainly differ- 
ent! It looks more expensive than its modest 





oe 


Retatee 


price! There’s room for 3 initials on the 


Re 


ie 


Coat of Arms tag with its traditional medieval 


Lis 
Ls 


oe 


= 


design. It never loses its place because the 


OOOO 


chain ends with a clip that snaps fast to the 
inside back binding of the book. A perfect 
little Easter gift! $1.25 postpaid, including 
3 initials. Adriane, Inc., Dept. FG-4, Park 
Square, St. Paul 1, Minn. 


x 2000 


a 
Felons 


% 


*, fF 
eee OTT 1 bd 


PLANTS for ‘ 
. Easter 


ee ee ee 


ALUMINUM PLANT STAND... 


Rolls on noiseless plastic wheels from 


window to window or into the kitchen for 


' F 
Now! Grow Your Own Corsages! ; watering. Unbelievably light, sturdy; can't 
For your favorite lady, retired Dad. rust or tarnish. Three 12 x 31” trays hold 20 
your church, give a prize orchid plant to 30 large plants. No-drip rolled edges 
from world’s largest collection for home. 
Blooms year after year, home or office, ” 


catch surplus water. 37” high; folds flat to 


: : 3 Natural etched aluminum finish, $12.95 
auywhere, with little care! Mature pot- 


ted plants-in-bud $7.50 (2-4 buds) De- : ‘ postpaid Decorated baked enamel finishes 
luxe (3-6 buds) $10.00 f.0.b. S. F. Money te 7 in red, green or black with hardwood handles, 
back guarantee. Budget Accts. “ACRES eee 
OF ORCHIDS” Rod McLellan Co.. 
11504 El Camino, So. San Francisco. 
Cal. 


$15.95 postpaid. The House Plant Corner, 
FG-4, Box 810, Mundelein, III. 

















Walkie Aerator Comfy Cultivator “L-0-V-E My Flea-Scat-Pad!” 


Aerates your lawn the easy way; no First garden tool to win Museum of “It kills fleas and doggy odor while I 
pushing or pulling heavy equipment. Modern Art Good Design Award. Culti- snooze. | love its cedar aroma, its bil- 
Your weight does the work. Walkie vate in half the time with no strained lowy comfort.” Protects children. Stops 
Aerator is am aluminum sandal with 2” wrists—no aching muscles—no cramped scratching. Keeps pets off chairs, sofas. 
prismatic spikes. Strap over your shoes; fingers—no blisters! COMFY fits your Pleasant in any room. Flea-Scat-Pad, 15 
walk over your lawn—that’s all. Opens hand so easily it seems part of you. You x 28”, $2.98. Super-size, 28 x 36”, $4.98. 
small pores in lawn enabling air, water, get 10 times the power of an ordinary Money-Back Guarantee. Also try Liquid 
chemicals and seedlings to reach into tool. Of hardened plate steel, plastic han- Chaperone, keeps pets out of gardens. 
soil. Loose Soil Aids Growth. $5.95 pr. dles, sponge rubber arm cushion. $2.95 $1. Send no money—order C.O.D. or 
ppd. Walkie Aerator Co. Ine., 2063 E. ppd. Western Home Products Co., FG-3, send check—we pay postage. Sudbury 
18th St.. Brooklyn 29, N. Y. 475 Franklin Tpke, Allendale, N. J. Laboratory, Box 959, Sudbury, Mass. 








152 FLOWER GROWER 





=, TORE with Erna W. Cass 


HAWAIIAN LAWN TORCH... 


Add a touch of “The Islands” to your summer 
entertaining! Singly or in pairs, torches 
furnish dramatic illumination for patio, Jawn 
or beach parties. Economical too; burns 8 to 
10 hours. Easily mounted on any 1-14” square 
or round pole. Galvanized steel, spot welded, 
with dull black wrought-iron finish. Base 
7x7”; height 9”. Complete with wick and 
snuffer, $5.95 postpaid, W. of Miss., $6.45. 
Searle of Chicago, FG-4, 216 W. Jackson 
Blvd., Chicago 6, III. 


CHEESE SERVERS ... 


Individual ceramic cheese servers that are 
bound to cause comment at the dinner table. 
Each is gaily decorated with colorful cheese 
motif and measures 33” x5”. The stainless 
steel spreader has make-believe Swiss cheese 
handle. $1.50 for the set, 4 sets, $5.75, plus 
25¢ postage per set. Jeanne Shop, FG-4, 504 
Richey Ave., West Collingswood 6, New 


Jersey. 


NAME MEDALLION... 


Identify your door or desk at home or in 
the office with an engraved name plate. Any 
name, or wording up to 15 letters and num- 
bers, engraved in black on a bar of polished 
Style F 
goes on any flat surface such as door or wall 


solid brass, with anti-tarnish finish 


without screws, nails or holes. 7” long x 1” 
high, $1.95 postpaid. Style KW for desks, 
etc. is set out from a block of solid hand- 
rubbed dark walnut. 83” x 2”, $3.95. Spear 
Engineering Co., FG-4, Colorado Springs, 
Colo. 





A Sprayer You “Dunk” 


It’s that simple . 
spray with double-action Airosprayer ... 
the miracle way for spraying flowers. 


. just dunk and 


fruits, trees, animals - any and all 
spraying jobs, under foliage or way high 
up, fine mist or coarse stream. Operates 
with amazing ease. Unconditionally 
guaranteed. If not at your dealer, order 
direct, only $7.45 (W. of Rockies, $7.95). 
Orders filled promptly. Airosprayer Co.. 
Dept. F-42, Neodesha. Kan. 
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Show While You Grow 
The GARDEN LAMP adds living 


charm to any room, End plant cluttered 
windows by growing under fluorescent 
light. Perfect for African Violets. Top 
finished in wrought iron black or dark 
leaf green. Legs in non-rust aluminum. 
Table space 30’x14”. Complete with 
switch, cord, plug and one 20 watt 
fluorescent fixture—$13.75; with two 
fixtures, $18.60 f.o.b. Craft House, Wil- 
son, N. Y. (Lit. on other models). 





The Floracart 


The original, most popular Garden on 

heels. Two models available, 3 Tray, 
$52.50, 2 Tray $41.50. Practical, sturdy 
guaranteed construction. Large capacity 
water tight trays 19” x 49”, Ball bearing 
wheels. Designed for use with Fluores- 
cent fixtures. Write for literature and 
complete description of accessories 
available. Tube Craft, Inc., Department 
D, 1950 West 114th Street, Cleveland 2, 
Ohio. 





Automatic Digger “Terrex” 


New invention makes digging a pleas- 
ure, even for women and children. No 
stooping; no lifting; push TERREX in 
ground, then with slight twist of hands 
soil is loosened, raised and falls, top soil 
to bottom. A boon to aged or handi- 
caped gardeners. Guaranteed. Spade mo- 
del (illus.) $17.60; Fork $20.00; C. m- 
bination $22.50, pp. Free catalog other 
garden tools. Trainor Trading Co., P.O. 
Box 495, Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 





Grinds Leaves, Compost, Soil 


Portable W-W Grinder shreds, screens, 
grinds or mixes compost, sod, leaves and 
cuttings. Prepares organic matter for 
composting and mulch. Makes potting 
soil without additional attachments. Sep- 
arates trash. Gas or electric powered. 
$124.50 less motor and belt guard; $1 8. 
with 2 h.p. Briggs & Stratton engine and 
belt guard, FOB Wichita. Write for 
literature and name of dealer. W-W 
Grinder Corp. Dept. G. Wichita. Kan. 
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HAND-PAINTED PLACE MATS... 


Created by a woman of taste for women who 
Made of 
pure Belgian linen, smoothly textured and 


know and appreciate fine linen! 





finely woven they measure a liberal 13 x 18”. 
Mats may be had in gold, blue, rose and 
natural cream, beautifully painted in free hand 


Self-Propelled Terro-Tiller 

Perfect for soil preparation and culti- 
vation. Adjustable depth. Clutch for sep- 
arate control of rotor and engine. V-belt 
drive to chain and sprocket on rotor. 2 postpaid. 
Horse Power Briggs & Stratton, or Clin- Box 94. 
ton engine with automatic throttle con- 
trol. $114.95 F.O.B. Factory. Foliage 
guard and dirt shield, optional—$5.50. 
Order now or write for folder. George 
Garden Tools, Department FG, Sullivan, 
Illinois. 


by prize winning artist in a variety of flowers 
including wild roses, daisies, daffodils, roses, 
Set of four, $7.95 
FG-4, -3, 


autumn leaves and cattails 
Home 
Be nd, Oregon 


Enterprises, 


WINDOW WONDER WASHER... 





A new window-washing tool that washes 


inside, outside and between double-sash 
No more need to sit on window 


sill or climb ladder. 


water because there’s a sponge on one end 


windows. 


Hands need never touch 


and a squeegee on the other. Just dip in 


water, wash, wipe and, presto, window will 
be sparkling bright. Rustproof; will last for 
years. $2.49 postpaid. Huss Bros., FG-4, 
100 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago 10, Ill. 


es HOSE-MINDER ... 
Redimix Garden Hose Sprayer 


2 nozzles—l fine and 1 coarse. Built- 


in speed control plus shutoff. All brass. 
Swivel hose connection. Spray any ma- 
terial, liquid or powder, mixed with wa- 
ter. Insecticides, soluble plant foods, 
weed killers; also Bordeaux, lead arsen- 
ate, etc. Tree nozzle for 20-30 ft. heights 
75¢ extra. Other models in free catalog. 
If not at dealer send $4.95 (Florida add 
3% tax) to Sprayers & Nozzles, St. 
Petersburg 4, Florida. 


Converts your lawn sprinkler into a children’s 
shower in seconds. Attach any size garden 
hose to the Hose-Minder and force unit into 
ground. When water is once on, unit may be 
moved about and spray adjusted without 
shutting off water supply. It reaches hard-to- 
get-at- shrubs and trees. $1.00 postpaid. Eazco 
Specialties, FG-4, 2665 Hord Ave., St. Louis 


21, Mo. 








Mrs. Arthur H. Robinson 
1035 Thurmal Avenue 
Rochester, New York 


Arrangement Plaques 


Ever wish for a pair of multi-purpose 
plaques? This attractive pair of unfin- 
ished and simply designed plaques is 
your answer. The larger is about 10 x 18 
inches with a beaded edge, the smaller 
has a rounded edge to match its free de- 
sign. May be used together or singly. Of 
beautifully grained mahogany and im- 
ported corissa. Finish them any way you 
choose. $3.95 the pair ppd. Kettlesprings, 
R. D. 1, Alliance, Ohio. 
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1000 Name & Address Labels $1 


Your name and address printed on 
1000 fine quality gummed labels. Packed 
with plastic box. Use them on station- 
ery, checks, books, greeting cards, rec- 
ords, etc. Your choice of 3 lines. 1000 
labels for only $1.00 ppd. Six orders for 
$5.00. THIS IS A SPECIAL OFFER. A 
sensational bargain! Makes a wonderful, 
useful present. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Handy Labels, 408 Jasperson Bldg., Cul- 
ver City, Calif. 





Varn’s Crabgrass Knife 


Use Dixie Varn’s Crabgrass Eradicator 
Knife to rid your lawn and garden per- 
manently of crabgrass, chickweed and 
other pests. Also useful for cultivating 
around small plants. Has a razor sharp 
6” stainless steel replaceable blade with 
hickory handle. Simple instructions in- 
cluded with each knife. $1.79 postpaid. 
Extra blade 85¢ each. Write for leaflet. 
M. H. Varn, P.O. Box 4092, Chevy Chase 


i5, Maryland. 
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PRES-FLO DISPENSER .. . 


A new push-button measuring dispenser for 
sugar, salt, soap powders or detergents. 
Made in colored and clear plastic, it is 
operated by pressing the button on top which 
releases a level teaspoonful at the bottom, 
eliminating waste. Convenient dispenser for 
soap powders and detergents when kept on 
sink. Comes in coral, chartreuse, grey, red 
and yellow. $1.00, 3 for $2.75 postpaid 
Ultra Tone Co., FG-4, 700 Fort Washington 
Ave., New York 40, N. Y. 


BACKSAVER BRACKETS ... 


Worth their weight in gold to the handyman 
in your house who has the job of washing, 
painting or repairing storm and screen sash! 
These clever steel brackets readily hook on to 
the rung or step of any size stepladder to 
support the sash, thus making a tough job 
easy! $1.00 pair, postpaid. Wm. B. Foster 
Co., FG-4, 3340 48th Ave., South, Minne- 
apolis, Minn, 


PLATE COVERS ... 


Keep dishes clean and dust-free when not in 
use by covering them with plate covers, 
eliminating the chore of washing before 
every use. The largest of these plastic cov- 
ers will cover 12 dinner plates; other sizes 
cover 12 salad plates, 12 bread-and-butter’s 
and 12 dessert plates. Well made of long- 
wearing heavy vinyl, with bound edges. $1.00 
for set of 4, postpaid. Geneva House, FG-4, 
670 North Michigan Ave., Chicago 11, IIl. 





Multiple Root Soaker 


Now soak 5 plants at once with your 
garden hose. Grow finer shrubs and flow- 
ers. SOAKEZE attaches to garden hose 
or faucet. Has brass hose connection and 
5 lengths of durable green plastic tub- 
ing; three 9 ft. and two 12 ft. Weighs 
only 11% lbs. 5 yr. guar. Complete unit 
now only $4.95 ppd. 10 days FREE trial. 
With sprinklers, order SPRINKLEZE, 
$8.95. Jons Mfg. Co., Dept. A-30, 405 
Dantzler St., Saint Matthews, S. C. 
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Suburban & Country Dwellers 
NORTHEL Reactivator keeps septic 


tank and cesspool clean. A bacteria con- 
centrate breaks up solids and grease— 
prevents overflow, back-up, odors. Regu- 
lar use saves costly pumping or digging. 
Simply mix dry powder in water, flush 
down toilet. Non-poisonous, non-caustiec. 
Guaranteed to reactivate septic tank. 
cesspool. 6 mos. supply (23 ozs) only 
$2.65 ppd. Northel Distributors, FG-4, 
P. O. Box 1103, Minneapolis 1, Minn. 











Garden Tractor With Reverse 


“George” does the work faster, easier. 
10 quick-change “add-tachments” avail- 
able (rotary mower and tiller shown). 
2 Horse Power Briggs & Stratton or 
Clinton engine transmits power direct 
to the traction tread tires. 2 clutches— 
one for forward and reverse, one for 
“add-tachments”. $134.95 F.O.B. Factory. 
Order now or write for folder. George 
Garden Tools, Department FG, Sullivan, 
Illinois. 
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Little Giant Garden Sprayer 


Protect your home and garden from 
insects. Use any type spray for flowers, 
plants, trees. All brass. 2 qt. Mason jar. 
Continuous spray with double slide ac- 
tion. Adjustable-mist to full stream—by 
rotating nozzle cap. Save unused spray 
in other jars. Swivel nozzle sprays hard- 
to-get-at places. If not at dealer send 
$5.95. Without swivel nozzle, $4.95. Fla. 
add 3% tax. Sprayers & Nozzles, St. 
Petersburg 4, Fla. 








Fancy Leaf Caladiums 


All the old and many new varieties of 
this colorful plant. More than 100 vari- 
eties to choose from. The perfect color 
plant for your garden. The cut leaves 
make fine table decorations. Prices in- 
clude delivery. No. 1 size bulbs, 6 for 
$2.85; 12—$5.60; 24—$11.00; 50— 
$21.00; 100—$39.99. Complete variety 
list available on request. Joyner’s, Ca- 
ladium Specialists, 5102 Seminole Ave., 
Dept. FG, Tampa 3, Fla. 
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DRIVER’S LICENSE HOLDER ... 











For those who cannot or should not 
climb stairs — here is ‘‘one-floor 
convenience.’ Safeguard your 
health, enjoy your home and / 
garden more with Sedgwick. / 
Easily, quickly installed; electri- 
cally operated; moderate cost 
Recommended by doctors. 


You will never again leave your license in 
your other clothes or your other pocketbook 
with this holder on your key ring! Remove 
the cap from the unbreakable plastic tube 
attached to key chain, roll up your driver's 
license, and place it inside. Cap is rein- 
forced with brass. $1.00 postpaid. Gay- 
lord Wood, FG-4, Dept. 96, Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida. 

Write for 
illustrated 
booklet 





“LAZY JOE” HOSE HOLDER .. 


Every gardener will want one or more of these 


convenient hose holders! Practically does the 


watering, especially where deep soaking is 
necessary. It holds the hose at any angle for 


uphill or downhill watering. You can water 


x 
Sedgwick machine works 


. high or low simply by changing the angle of 
158 WEST 15th ST., NEW YORK 11. N. Y. 









the spike. Made of fine grade, durable steel, 
‘ Specialists & Vertical Transportation Since 1893 it fits any standard hose and nozzle. 2 for 
i f pp, : us $1.00 postpaid. Ray Sanders Company, FG-4, 
133 North Santa Anita Ave., Pasadena 8, 
Calif. 
SOME OTHER SEDGWICK PRODUCTS: 
RESIDENCE FREIGHT- SIDEWALK CORRESPOND- 
ELEVATORS WAITERS ELEVATORS ENCE LIFTS CAR SEAT COVERALL ... 








Why hide the beautiful upholstery in your 


SPUNALUM’S NEW “Swing-a-Way” 
“* PLANT STAND 


For African Violets and 


car? Keep it clean, yet visible, with a polye- 
theylene coverall designed to fit all cars. No 


tacking, no sewing, no fitting—just slip over 





other Plants — Arms 


ag Hi rotate for Sunning and 
- i 
a . 


ysrn display appearance 


. STUNNING! Holds ti 
plants in 5-inch trays 
—each tray holding 
pot up to 6-inch 
standard. 48” High. 
Distance from floor to 


oe 
{ bottom arm is 15- 
inches. Arms can 
| ——m = t. 
; >* 
! 


be ‘‘swung-away"’ 
for best arrange- 
ment in appear- 
ance or for sun- 










ning. Base and 

= : ar trays are 
shining spun aluminum easily 

kept like new. Stand made 

$ 95 entirely of rust-proof alumi- 
ns num... light and easy to 
paid handle. So perfectly balanced, 


it’s difficult to tip. 


Canadian Orders add 
$1 for postage 


Write for FREE CATALOG 


OZARK SPUNALUM CO., ,89x,3?-8¢ 


Jackson, Mo. 











“GUMFINGER? 


The ONLY LAWN RAKE with Flexible Rubber Teeth 


Ideal for “combing” the lawn free of 
leaves and clippings before ding 








seat, 
Specify 


that’s all. each; 2 for $5.50. 


whether 


$2.98 


solid or split type 
Sta-Dri, FG-4, 147-47 Sixth Ave., Whitestone 


at, . X 


seat. 








MAKE A BIRD VILLAGE > 


Brighten the day with joyous song of merry little birds! 
Welcome them to your garden in ‘their very own village. 
3 cunning little Bill-Dit housese each of different design, 


attract Wrens and other small birds. They're expertly 
crafted of natural finish wood. Fun to put together; paint 
them if you choose. Complete with easy directions and 
tips for hanging to attract our little feathered friends. 
All 3 bird houses at an AMAZING VALUE! Only $1.89 
Postpaid. No C.0.D. Guaranteed, of course 

ELRON 

Dept. 341 


219 W. Chicago Ave. Chicago 10, Il. 








or applying fertilizer. 
Will not tear grass roots, 
— Safe if stepped on. 
Sturdy hardwood handle. Lightweight. 


Sizes -— 16”, $2.69; 20”, $2.95. Aiso 12”, 24” and 32” sizes. 


KAY PRODUCTS INDUSTRY 
1389 Sloane Avenue e lakewood 7, Ohio 
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AQUA—SAVE “SCOTCH MIST” 


Cools, humidifies, irrigates. Promotes luxuriant growth, 
greener foliage, larger blooms by giving plants water all 
the time as they require it. Easily, permanenfly installed. 
ideal for steep hillsides, flower beds, patio planting, etc. 
Endorsed by professional gardening authorities. $9.95 for 
100’ unit. Send for free literature. 


CALORD CORP. Box 1196, Hemet 2, Calif. 








NOSEGAY CONTAINER 


For a real old-fashioned nosegay effect, arrange your 
small flowers in this delightfully different metal lace con- 
tainer. Its dainty, delicately designed sloping brim, sim- 
ulating a lace doily, is 8” in diameter and the water cup 
is 134” deep. Pure white enameled. 

Sloping Brim F-2044 $2.50 
Flat Top G-204 $2.50 
(not shown) 2 for $4.80 postpaid 


as a gift! Write for free DBS Highlights 
"or Flower Arranging Fans.”’ 


Postpaid 


postpaid 
Fill.one and use 


ah 
“0 


Dorothy Biddle Service 


Pleasantville 32 New York 
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PERFUME STICKS ... 


A delightful Easter gift! A fine 
in solid, stick form 


perfume 
Perfume that can’t spill, 
won't evaporate and as easy to use as a lip- 
stick. 
a cologne—has 


This concentrated perfume stick—not 
a delightful fragrance that 
will last all day. Gaymour Perfume Stick 
comes in 
lipstick. $1.25 including tax and postage. 
Crown Sales Company, FG-4, P.O. Box 1028, 
Elmira, New York. 


a gold-colored metal case like a 


BEAD STRINGER KIT... 


Restring your own pearls or beads by making 
them longer or shorter, with or without a 
knot between each bead with this ingenious 
instrument. It ties knots close to each bead 
and to the clasp, which is usually very dith- 
cult to achieve. Set consists of bead cord with 
metal stringing needle and instrument for 
tying knots. $1.00 postpaid. Post El Com- 
pany, Inc., Dept FG-4, Box 335F, Andover, 
N. J. 


PARAKEET TEACHER! ... 


“Your Parakeet’s Teacher’’ 
keet from kindergarten through college—bird 
album repeats 
over and over again with just the right timing 


style. 3-record 12 phrases 
to make memorizing easy. He'll soon learn to 
say “Good Morning, Folks”, “I'm Getting 
‘Hello, How Are You Today?” 
and many other phrases. Album of three 78 
rpm unbreakable $3.95 
Ficker Recording Service, FG-4, 
Road, Old Greenwich, Conn. 


Hungry”, 


records, postpaid. 


Arcadia 


takes your para- 








For Delightful Hours Indoors and 


In Your Garden .. + 


275 WILD BIRD SONGS ON 
2 LONG-PLAYING HI-Fi RECORDS 


Now enjoy nature’s sweet-voiced songsters of 
dooryard, field and forest any time you wish! 
Each of these two full 12’ long-playing High 
Fidelity records brings you 44 minutes of won- 
derful listening. Together the two volumes con- 
tain 275 authentic songs and calls of populor 
American species, all recorded in their native 
habitats. Every one introduced by the famous 
Stillwells, who made these remarkable and in- 
structive contributions to nature lore over a 
5-year period. Endorsed by the American Na- 
ture Association. Unbreakable Vinylite. 331% 
RPM. “Bird Songs of Dooryard, Field & Forest’. 
Volume 1—135 songs and calls of 49 species 
Volume 2—140 songs and calls of 58 species 


$7.95 per volume, ppd. 


ALEC TEMPLETON AND HIS MUSIC 
BOXES ON A LONG PLAYING RECORD 
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Personalized 
HAND PAINTED 
CHINA THIMBLE 


& 


A TREASURED GIFT. Jewel-like china sewing thim- 
ble, decorated w . 

trim. y 
oh, so pi 
finish inside, $2 or 3 for $5. yy 

large sizes. Request full color folder. 

KITTY’S KEEPSAKES, Box 305, E! Monte, Calif. 





DRAINS cellars, cisterns, wash tub 
IRRIGATES - CIRCULATES - SPRAYS 
“ igina’ P 


Orig p Pump has 1 
house, garden, farm, Pump: 4 : 
450 GPH 80’ high; or 1800 GPH from 
25’ well. Use % to 34 HP motor. 
or couplin included 1” inlet; 
utiet. 1 tee! aft 
! t Won't Clog! 
paid if cash with order. 
(West of Miss. 


MONEY cE 
Centrifugal and all sizes 





Gear Pumps in . 
LABAWCO PUMPS, Belle Mead 60,N.J. 


TRIM AS YOU MOW 


New trimming wheel attachment fastens to cross 
bar of hand lawn mowers. Permits mowing without 
arm strain while one wheel is suspended (out of use) 
over edge of turf. Eliminates most hand trimming 
along raised curbs, driveways, sidewalks, trees, 
shrubs, and flower beds. Makes mowing easier, 
improves lawn appearance. Raises up out of the 
way when not in use. Anyone can attach it—no 
drilling, no cutting, no fitting. Durable steel con- 
Struction, easy-rolling ball bearings, 534” diameter 
rubber tire. Fits all popular makes of hand mowers: 
complete with instructions. At your local Eclipse 
dealer's, or postpaid (no C.O.D.) at $3.98 with 
money-back guarantee from: 


ECLIPSE 


Makers of the World's Best Lawn Mowers 
DEPT. 201 Prophetstown, Illinois 








For the first’ time, Alec Templeton puts the 
charming music of his famous collection of 
rare music boxes on a record. And what a 
record it is! 44 minutes of sheer enchantment! 
You'll hear a strange music box with drums 
and bells . . . a tiny replica of Mozart’s piano 
. . . 24 different music boxes in all, giving 
forth with the nostalgic music of not so long 
ago. There are 45 delightful melodies, ranging 
all the way from folks songs like “Comin’ 
Through The Rye” to operatic selections like 
the “Anvil Chorus’. High Fidelity. A master- 
piece of reproduction. 33% RPM. Also avail- 
able on 45 RPM, same price. 


$5.95 ppd. 


THIS GIANT BUTTERFLY IS A 
FLUTTERING WEATHERVANE 
FOR THE GARDEN! 

Here's ‘Windy Cindy”, the big beautiful but- 
terfly who'll brave any weather to brighten 
your garden year ‘round. Mounts easily on 
garage, fence, garden stake or lawn. Always 
— into the wind. Moves wings like a giant 
iger Swallowtail alighting. Authentic color- 
ing. Wingspread 16°. Responds even to gentle 
zephrys, flies out a hurricane! Made of alu- 
minum, brass, stainless steel. Rustproof. Comes 
with post for lawn mounting and strap for side 


mounting. 
$9.95 ppd. 


Mail Orders Filled Promptly 
Each item carries our Money-Back Guarantee 


FICKER RECORDING SERVICE 


1010 Arcadia Road Olid Greenwich, Conn. 
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PROTECT YOUR HANDS 





GLOVES 


© PERFECT for Gardening 
© IDEAL for Household Use 
* DESIGNED for Many Hobbies 


Keep your hands lovely 
and retain your sense of 
touch for delicate garden 
jobs with spacnns SOFT 
TOUCH glamour gloves. 
Tough for rough jobs too, 
yet smart and colorful in a 
choice of three beautiful 
pastel shades: Azure Blue 
—Mint Green—Maize Yel- 
low. WASHABLE. Snag- 

» resistant, ideal for hobbies 
and household use. Unique 
design makes one standard 
size fit all women. 


RETAIN SENSE OF TOUCH 


SOFT TOUCH gloves for women and 
MISTER SOFT TOUCH for men allow 
greater dexterity while protecting your hands. 
Ask for them at my en supply, hardware, 
drug stores or order direct from us—$1.00 
per pair—$2.75 for three pairs postpaid. 
Sosety color. Mister Soft Touch, dark green 
only. 


BROOKVILLE GLOVE COMPANY, INC, 


Brookville, Pa. 








Free COFFEE URN 


For Your Organization 





DRIP-O-LATOR 


Your church group, school or club 

can easily earn this $40 electric 

urn by selling only forty-eight $1 

bottles of M-K Vanilla. 

Other equipment available 
WRITE TODAY! 


M-K Vanilla available 













ee 
S" Guaranteed by > 
Good Housekeeping 
“a on . 





* 
45 apycansto WOE 


MARION-KAY 
PRODUCTS CO., INC. 















shop in 








HKlower Grower's 


GENERAL 


“WINK” NEEDLE THREADER ... 


quick as a wink! 


temper! 


wool. 


kit for thread, needles, thimble, etc 
postpaid. 


Vestal, N. Y. 


day use wind silencers on 
reduce wind-roar 


and converse with ease at any speed. 
$2.98 pair, postpaid. 


ce., 
41, 


Thread any hand or sewing machine needle 


Save your eyes and yout 


This miracle automatic threader 


threads any hand or sewing machine needle, 
large or small, with any type of thread— 
cotton, silk nylon, linen, even heavy darning 


Attractive plastic case has mount on 


cap to hold threader firmly and serves as 


$1.00 


Karol’s of Vestal, FG-4, RD #2, 


WIND SILENCERS ... 


For the quietest ride you ever had on a windy 


your 


car, 


They 


and noise to a gentle 


whisper. Listen to your car radio in comfort 


Made 


of strong, stainless steel; simple to install. 


American Homecraft 
FG-2, 3714 Milwaukee Ave., Chicago 


Ill. 

















_— 


, 


—_— 





use it 
asa 





MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE 

Use the flower wagon at home. If for any reason you wish to 
return within 10 days your purchase price will be promptly 
refunded. Don't wait—send your order today. 


use it 
asa 


LOWER WAGON 












HOSTESS CART, 


ll 


aS 
ai 


FOR TV SNACKS 





PLANTS 
ANYWHERE 
Exquisite Wrought Metal—fFor Lasting Loveliness 
Bring “gracious living” te your home with 
this new decorator hit—superbly designed for 
many, many uses. Filled with favorite plants it 
adds glamor to a picture window. Easy to sun 
plants—smooth, full-swivel casters roll them 
to sunny spot. Roll to kitchen for watering, 
spraying. In dining room it saves interrupting: 
trips to the kitchen. Solid-bottom shelves—no 
water or crumbs on rug. Busy host will enjoy 
using as beverage bar. Permanent baked-on, 
satin-smooth enamel for lasting beauty. Over- 
all size 28x15%4x32 in. high. 


Sold in stores at $29.95 
State .olor choice: $] 495 
* 


Wrought tron Black, Tropical 
White, Fashion Pink 


NIRESK INDUSTRIES 


Dept. FW-2, Chicago 40, I!inois 





1.00 
ons postage 








an NOW, Build Your Own 
deena OUTDOOR FIREPLACE 
ae a) 











\T J 
cz 






You can enjoy luscious steak frys, roasts 
becues economically in your own 
backyard with the revolutionary new ROS- 
TRO “Build-tt-Yourself” grill unit. tn- 
24), formation FREE—or send @ dime for six 
.2* ornamental outdoor designs end 25 de- 
Pa lectable outdoor cooking recipes. Dealer 
‘ inquiries invited 


LS ROSTRO SPECIALTIES CO, fcc 











HO-BACK 
RETAINERS 
Improve Window Ventilatio: 
and Protect your Curtains 
and Drapes from the 
Wind and Rain. 

2 pair $1.00 ppd. Guaranteed 
(No COD'S please) 
HO-BACK 
3216 Westgate Parkway 

Rockford, Ilinois 











FLOWER GROWEE 


SiGRE with Erna W. Cass 


RE-COVER CHAIRS AT HOME! ... 
With 


patterns, no 


‘Seal-it-on” no sewing, no tacking, no 
are necessary. You 
fabric you desire. 
Just apply new material directly over the old 
by brushing adhesive on the edge. New 
fabric Easy illus- 
trated how to do an 
expert job in One jar will do 
a chair; $2.49 a jar, post- 
paid. Sunset House, FG-4, 92 Sunset Bldg., 
Hollywood, Calif. 


tools can 


recover ¢ny chair in any 


is welded to your chair. 


directions show you 


a few hours. 


two jars for a sofa. 


COLONIAL KETTLE RACK ... 


Perforated hardboard combined with wrought 
iron in a dramatic wall decoration for your 
kitchen. Rack is 16” 
which 


wide; has utensil clips 
can be placed anywhere on_ board. 
Available in dull black, yellow, turquoise and 
silver gray. $2.98 postpaid. 
FG-2, 7736 Run, 
Ohio 


Shawnee House, 


Shawnee Cincinnati 27, 


x 








BURN REFUSE 
SAFELY OUTDOORS 


Tilt back hood—pour in 
refuse—ignite—close and 
safely burn damp, green, 
dry, garbage and refuse 
to fine ash in any 
weather. Scientific draft 
design ends neighbor-an- 
noying nuisance and the hazard of flying ash, 
sparks, burning blowing bits of paper. Mini- 
mizes smoke, smell. Needs no watching. Ends 
refuse hauling and fire hazards to quickly pay 
for itself. Sturdily made of RUST-RESISTANT 
ALUMINUM BONDED TO STEEL. Recom- 
mended by Bureaus of Fire Prevention nt 
100,000 satisfied users. Model A—21%” sq. 
29” high—2 bu. cap.—$12.95 postpaid ($13 ‘95 
W. of Denver). Model B- 24” sq. x 34” high- 
3 bu. cap.—$16.95 postpaid ($18.95 W. of 
Denver). Money back guarantee. 


ALSTO COMPANY 


Dept. FG-4, 4007 Detroit Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 











Windover Flower Pots 
The Most Beautiful 

Red Clay F lower 

Pots Made 


Our 

Customers 

Say, “The Best 

1 have ever seen!” 


Squatty : 

3” 14 for $2.20 New stepped Gectem, except 1%”, 3” 
2.20 and 4” std., 5%” and 6” semi- 
squatty and roe ore hid pots which have 
straight sides. All have treated rims 
*. rotect stems and leaves of plants. 
ECIAL ORCHID POTS (CLAY) 

For better drainage, 4” only, 5 

Best comune fiber, 1% i 

Stan CLA LOWER Pots | 

1% ” 40 for be 4 Green, yh yellow, or ~ And baked-on 

36 for 20 enamel. Following sizes only: 

30 for Y 20 3” semi-squatty 10 er $2.20 
2%” 24for 2.20 4” squatty r $2.20 
2%” 18for 2.20 PLASTIC POT SAUCERS 
3” 14for 2.20 In lustrous black only. 3’—14 for $1.80 
a” 9for 2.20 4”°—10 for 5”’—6 for $1.60 
Postpaid east of Denver. If west of Denver add 35¢ 
postage for each listed unit ordered. No C.0.D. Break- 
ose replaced or insured. For 100 or more pots write for 

ices. 


THE WINDOVER CO. Inglefield, Indiana 


APRIL 1955 











TAKE THE 
WORK OUT OF 
BULB PLANTING 
and TRANSPLANTING 
With NEW Dandy Digger! 


Now no more hard labor! 
No back-breaking work be- 
fore you can put your bulbs 
and plants in the ground. 
Just press your foot on the 
lever and this unique new 
garden aid digs a hole 8” in 
diameter, to any depth you 
wish from 2” to 8”. Clear 
scale shows exact depth of 
hole. Then place bulb in hole 
and replace earth fast just by 
reinserting digger! All steel, 
lightweight, durable. Fine for 
transplanting, too. 


f Mail Orders Filled Promptly 
z —Money-Back Guarantee 


Only $2.98 ppd. 


“Max Schling Seedsmen. Inc. 


538 Madison Ave., Dept. 635, N. Y. 22, N. Y. 











TNOnhoe FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 


If you are on the em Committee of some 
Church, Club, School, ete., in your town you 
will be interested in this modern Folding Ban- 
quet Table. Write for Catalog and special dis 
counts to institutions and organizations. 


¥ey 1.10] wae | 29 CHURCH ST. Beet 7 Sale Es 











THE IDEAL MOTHER'S DAY GIFT 


STURDY! 
NO TIP 
NO TILT 


New All-Steel Vio Holda 


PLANT STAND 


®@ Holds 11 plants, 10 on 
Revolving Arms 

A wonderful stand for flower lovers! 
all-steel welded construction. 40 inches 
White or green enamel, or antique black 
choice). The 10 revolving arms, extending 
6 to 12 inches from sturdy center shaft, may 
be moved with a touch to enhance arrange- 
ment or allow even sun and air exposure, 
Light weight. Easy to clean. Requires little 
space—and a grand gift idea! 

ORDER by mail today for only $14.95 plus 
$1.00 for packing and postage. ($2 for Can- 
ada) Specify color. Send check, money order. 
C.0O.D. if desired. Satisfaction guaranteed, 
Circular on request. 


Vi0 HOLDA MFG. CO, 


Finest 
high. 
(your 


Box 915, Dept. 10-A 
Topeka, Kansas 


LINCRAFT RUSTICS 





SPECIAL 
OFFER! 
Sheltered Feeder 

and Wren $k 00 
House both ppd 
Separately, Feeder 
is $3.50, Wren 
House, $1.75. 


woe gor 8 please! 
r Free Circular 


LINCRAFT, iNG., Burlington, N. J. 











IT’S NEW—IT’S TERRIFIC 


For greenhouse and garden. 
The perfect defense against . . . 


SLUGS AND SNAILS 


Clean, simple, safe. a ay after repeated wettings. 
On -00, post paid, for 40 ft. Guaranteed. Send 
for Dead Snail Tape now! 


CALORD CORP., Box 1196, Hemet 2, Calif. 

















_ Flower Grower (Grsajfeed Advemisi 


nisin tana li ai. 


RATE 65 CENTS PER WORD: (55 cents per word for 
three or more consecutive insertions using same copy). 
Minimum order accepted in the Classified Section—$13.00 
er single insertion, $33.00 minimum for 3 consecutive 
pametens, Special Headings $1.50 extra. ca itt 


1 2nd pre ng —- 
ORDER. No 4 F Flower 
Grower, Classified Dept., 99 N. Broadway, Albany 1, N. Y. 











African Violets 





SEE MY ADVERTISEMENT page 71. Illustrated cata- 

log contains valuable cultural advice. FREE! MRS, 

Michieat SPOUTZ, 34300 Moravian Drive, ° 
chigan. 


LEAVES, GROW YOUR OWN PLANTS, guaranteed 
new and old varieties. Request list. PRISCILLA 
thieen Cooper), 2339 Grigg, Cincinnati 








Ae ROAn VIOLET Lavine peroeere. Send 
dressed STAMPED LONG PB for price 

trot [> “‘Newest of the New and Best of the old’. 

Book—‘‘How to Grow and Bloom African Violets in the 

Home” 50¢ postpaid. THE VIOLET HOUSE, 828 

more Blvd., Akron 14, Ohio. 


AFRICAN VIOLETS—The best new and old varieties. 
Free price list. RAY'S VIOLET HOUSE. 981 - lith St, 
Bowling Green, Kentucky. 


300 HEALTHY NEWEST VARIETIES. Plants, "rooted 

cuttings, leaves. Send stamp for list. Visitors welcomed, 

FREU DENBERG FARMS, Dept. A, Route 2, Markesan, 
vise. 


LEAVES, 15 for $3.00. Send stamp for new and old vari- 
eties. Also rooted plants, 10—$4.00. AFRICAN VIOLET 
SHOP, Gordonsville, Virginia. 


LEAVES~—-sensibly priced. Request list. Seed, choice va- 
rieties cross pollinated, $1.00. Redwood pas mold, trial 
bag postpaid $1.00. KRAUSE’S AFRICAN VIOLET NUR- 
SERY, 11823 Christopher, Inglewood, Calif 


WORLD'S FINEST STRAIN—300 African Violet Seeds— 
only $1.00. Free expert growing instructions—Free starting 
medium. NORTH Nu RSERY, 1907 Main Street, Niagara 
Falls 18, New York. 


AFRICAN VIOLETS. Complete growing instructions in 
one Method. Seed, Light, Temperature, Watering, insecti- 
cides, Soil, Feeding—54¢ HARRIET REED CLEMO, 
2510-39th St., Des Moines, Iowa. 

FREE LIST AFRICAN VIOLETS—FExcellent Selection. 
We specialize. We hybridize. Wholesale- Retail. OPPEN 
GREENHOUSE, 4330 Auburn Rd., Salem, Oregon. 
AFRICAN VIOLETS: 
the best collections in 
ORCHIDS, $2.00 packet 











Hand pollinated seeds from one of 
Africa, $2.00 packet. AFRICAN 
DELPHINIUM GARDENS, c/o 


10 Francis Street, Yeoville, Johannesburg, Africa. 

AFRICAN VIOLETS (labeled). Young plants 12/$4.50. 
Leaves 10/$1.25 $3.25. Episcias 4 (List 2¢, 
Folder 10¢ Satabenata. ———— seed ‘ ry Daylils hy- 
brids 12/31 35 Seed 50/$1 FFOULKES, Dept. FG, 


610 Bryan, Jac ksonville 2, Fla 


WRITE FOR OUR 1955 LIST of newest and best in 
African Violets. Started plants—Rooted leaves. MADI- 
SON GARDENS, Madison, Ohio 


DOUBLE ARBUTUS PINK AND OHIO BOUNTIFUL 
will be on display at the National African Violet Con- 
vention meeting in Pittsburgh April 14 through 16th. 
COME SEE and COMPARE for yourself. THE SELECT 
VIOLET HOUSE, 2023 Belmont Avenue, Box 1444, Route 
90, Youngstown, Ohio 


AFRICAN VIOLET LEAVES—18 
labeled $2.00. L. FREUDENBURG, 
braska 


VIOLET LEAVES. 


labeled or 25 un- 
Sattle Creek, Ne- 


Hundreds of varieties, featuring 
Miniatures Stamp for list ISLEN MONTGOMERY 

5744 Oak, Kansas City 13, Missouri 

ROOTED LEAVES. Outstanding varieties including dou- 
ble pinks. VPosteard from you to me brings list to your 
door. JAMES R. GILLETTE, Lake Forest, [1 

THE NEW vt gg ad a AFRICAN VIOLET. The 
sensation of 1955 d stamp for list. Visitors welcome 

PREUDENBERG FARMS. KR 2, Markesan, Wisc 

FREE DOUBLE PINK leafcutting with order 
Stamp for catalog of these and other latest 

NAOMI'S, Dept. F, Brockport, New York. 
PLANTS OR LEAVES. Latest varieties reasonably priced. 
Stamp. no envelope for list Wholesale or retail. 
YOUNG'S, 2937 Rutland, Des Moines, Iowa 

10 LEAVES $1.25 POSTPAID. 

Hand pollinated seeds $2. packet 
228 N. Ist Avenue, Canton, Illinois, 


Send 
introductions. 


Healthy new varieties. 
GLADYS KOBLER, 


African Violet Planters 
ALUMINUM PLANTER feeds water and air from bottom. 
4 inch, Anodized Black, Silver, Gold. $2.95 each, two for 
$5.00 postpaid. HERMANN R. ABBRECHT, 822 Suffield 
Road, Birmingham, Michigan. 





African Viclet Plant Food 


STIM-U-PLANT AFRICAN VIOLET FOOD. Proven per- 
fect for violets—used and tested by prominent growers— 
violet booklet and generous package—10¢ coin. STIM-U- 
PLANT LABORATORIES, Box 1195, Columbus 16, Ohio. 
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African Violet Potting Soil 








_Baby Evergreens 





WINDOVER POTTING SOIL, made with flaky leafmold 
especially for African Violets. Will not pack. 

with LARVACIDE to eliminate nematodes and other soil 
borne troubles. Postpaid east of Denver. 4 Ibs. $1.15, 
: . $2.25, 13 Ibs. $2.85. WINDOVER, Inglefield, 
ndiana. 


AFRICAN VIOLET COLLECTOR IS OFFERING his own 
private organic potting soil for sale. Grows better plants 
with lots of blooms. House aan love it, too. Postpaid 
2 quarts $1.75; 5 quarts $3.50. TOPHAM’S, Box 1235 
La Canada, California. 


African Violet Rooting Powder 


WONDERFUL NEW ORGANIC DISCOVERY. Grow 


faster, healthier roots and leaves. Package 25¢ coin. 








BABY EVERGREENS, SEEDS, SEEDLINGS, orna- 
mentals and Xmas tree stock. Azaleas-Rhododendrons- 
Flowering shrub- Blueberries, CATALOG FREE. GIRARD 
BROS. NURSERY. Geneva, Ohio. 





AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY offers twelve issues of 
THE BEGONLAN plus cultural bulletin and seeds, to each 
new member nA - 50. Address Dept. FG, Box 2544, Los 
Angeles 54, Ca 








Bougainvilleas 





BOUGANVILLEAS—Twenty exotic colors; Anthuriums, 
Strelitzias, Ferns, Hibiscus, “* . Orchids. Free Catalog. 
FERN HAWAIIAN NURSE RY, 1551 Avalon Boulevard, 
Wilmington, California. 








5 packages $1.00. EVELYN JAMES, Box 56 A, Davis- 
burg, Michigan. 

African Violet Supplies 
SUPPLIES FOR AFRICAN VIOLET GROWING. Insec- 


ticides, Vermiculite, charcoal, leaf mold, superphosphate, 
plastic labels, wicking, sponge rok, treated plastic ete. 
Catalog. Supplies only. No plants. NEIL C. MILLER, 
Layton's Lake, Penns Grove 2, N. J. 





Agents Wanted 


RUN A SPARE TIME GREETING CARD and Gift Shop 
at home. Show friends samples of our new 1955 All- 
Occasion Greeting Cards and Gifts. Take their orders 
and earn up to 100% profit. No experience necessary. 
Costs —. to try. Write today for samples on ap- 
proval EGAL GREETINGS, Dept. 222, Ferndale, 
en hy 

CALIFORNIA SWEET SMELLING BEADS. Sensational 
sellers. Big profit for you. Particulars free. MISSION, 
2328BD West Pico, Los Angeles 6, Calif. 














i 


Amaryllis 





hand pollinated. Red 
Pink Favorite, Doris Lilian, 
Ludwig Dazzler, Apple Blossom, Sweet 
Seventeen, Margaret Truman, Love's Desire, Roselinde. 
8 seeds $1. BRAESIDE GARDENS, Box 1059, Chicka- 
saw, Alabama. 

EUROPEAN LEAVING COLOMBIA SELLING 
HYBRID DUTCH GIANT AMARYLLIS. 
Make offer DRAPS, Cajica Cund. 
America 


DUTCH AMARYLLIS SEEDS, 
Master, Pink Perfection, 
White Giant, 


20,000 
Bargain price. 
Colombia, South 


American Ginseng 
THE GREAT CASH CROP. Free information. How and 
where to grow—where to sell. Write GINSENG GARD- 
ENS, 861 A, Asheville, North Carolina. 


Annual Flower Seed — 
FREE ILLUSTRATED CATALOG! Grow your own bes 1- 
tiful Annuals and Houseplants from our choice seed, 
IRVING WALKER, Box 33, Bellerose, New York 









Asters 
PERENNIAL ASTERS. English importations. ALPEN- 
GLOW, Rose pink. BLONDIE, Large white. ERNEST 


BALLARD, crimson pink, EVENTIDE, violet blue. 
JANET McMULLEN, petunia pink. WINSTON CHI RCH- 

3 plants $2.75, 6 plants $4.75, 12 
Postage paid. PRATT’S GARDENS, 13032 
Seattle, Washington. Catalogue free. 


ILL, carmine red 
plants $8.25 
80th South, 


Azaleas 


AZALEAS—40 varieties in red, pink, white, purple and 
combinations of these colors. Send for 1955 list. 
BUCKINGHAM NURSERY, Buckingh Pa. 
AZALEAS. Glenn Dale and Gables. C AMELLIAS, Lg 
cluding Williamsiis. RHODODENDRONS in_ variety. 
Sturdy LINERS. Free catalogue. MILLARD HE NNE, 
trooks, Oregon. 

12 GIANT FLOWERED AZALEAS FOR ONLY $3.00 
POSTPAID! 4 Pride of Mobile (watermelon pink), : 
Formosa (lavender), 4 Salmon! Blooming size plants 

to 12 inches tall, branched and well rooted! SPEC veh} 
24 for only $5.00! Planting instructions included! PAL- 
METTO NURSERY, Box 4177-H, Mobile, Alabama. 











Azalea & nenien Special 


AZALEA AND EVERGREEN SPECIAL—3 Azalea Molis 
6-8”, $1.00. 2 Rhododendron Hybrids 4-6”, $1.00. 2 Pfitzer 
Juniper 6-10", $1.00. Japhne Cneorum 4-6”, $1.00. 3 
Gold Plume Cypress 6-10”, $1.00. 3 Spreading Yew 6-10”, 
$1.00. Minimum order $3.00. Six collections for $5.00. 
Send for price list. JOHN R. GIRARO EVERGREEN 
NURSERY, 1743 W. Prospect Road, Ashtabula, Ohio, 





Bulbs 


BULBS FROM HOLLAND. Our catalog offering hundreds 
of varieties of TULIPS, DAFFODILS, HYACINTHS, 
CROCUS etc. etc, will be sent on application. J. HEEMS- 
KERK, c/o P. Van Deursen, Sassenheim, Holland. 


DIRECT FROM HOLLAND. Our descriptive catalogue, 
offering vou the finest HOLLAND-GROWN Tulips, Daf- 
fodils, Hyacinths, Crocus, ete. free on application. Q. 
ELKHUIZEN, Sassenheim, Holland. 











Business Opportunities 


GRow / MUSH ROOMS. Cellar, Shed. Spare, ‘full t 

year round. We pay $3.50 Ib. We paid Babbitt $4, 188. 00 
few weeks. Free Book. WASHINGTON MUSHROOM 

IND. Dept. 157, 2954 Admiral Way, Seattle, Wash 


GROW ORCHIDS at home—profitable fascinating. Year 
‘round, Maine to California. NO GREENHOUSE. Gor- 
geous Cattleyas, Cymbidiums, etc. Successful home grower 
shows you how Full details FREE. FLOWERLAND. 
4622-RS, Wilshire, Los Angeles 5, Calif. 

SPARETIME FIXIT SHOP AT HOME Bere $100. 
monthly. Customers repeat. Experience um 

selling. Free booklet explains. EARL FOLE Y °C OMPANY. 
Columbia Heights, Minnesota. 


GROW HERBS & SPICES AT HOME (many rare & un- 
usual). Make 101 useful and salable products. Big profit 
orders come from neighbors, gift shops, restaurants, etc. 
Also mail orders. Window box supplies household needs, 


Successful home grower shows you how. FREE—full de- 
tails. HERB CENTER, 601-H So. Vermont Ave., Los An- 
geles 5, Calif 

FREE FOLIO “$5,000 to $45,000, Vacations Unlimited 4 





Work home Be... time 
other homework businesses! HA 
California 


GROW EXPENSIVE HERBS FOR US! Big profit Home 
Susiness of your own. Year around profitunity! We sup- 
ply everything age Send for FREE RARE SEEDS 
AND REVEALI PLAN NATIONAL HERB EX- 
CHANGE, Box 308 D, Gardena, California 


CHINCHILLAS YOU RAISE THEM. We buy them. 
Small capital can show terrific profits at home in your 
spare time. Free booklet explains our new lease plan. Box 
le Neck, New York 


WHOLESALE! Huge selection, famous brand products. 
Sensational discounts! Large catalo; Unusual business 
plans included. CONSOLIDATED DISTRIBUTORS, 21 
86 Lafayette, Paterson 15, New Jersey. 

WANT uP tT? a weekly deposited in your mail 
box Details Free ALDENSMITH, 2708-FG Ladera, 
San Bernar rdino, c alifornia 


LEARN FLOWER ARRANGEMENT & dig phd 
art your own business, part or full time. Many go 
paving positions open Earn while learning. Send 
; book. NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUT! 
udio CF-45, 310 So. Robertson Blvd., Los Angeles 48, 


Yo me rchandise, equipment 100 
AYLINGS—FG6, Carlsbad, 








97, Litt 






MAKE MONEY IN LANDSCAPING—Start your own 
business, part or full time. Many good paying positions 
open. Earn while learning. Send for FREE Book. NA 
TIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE, Dept. CF-45, 310 
S. Robertson Blvd., Los Angeles 48, Calif. 

AMAZING PROFITS in specialty farming. Copy and full 
particulars 20¢. SPECIALTY FARMER SERVICE, 1547 
S. Cloverdale, Los Angeles 19, Calif. 








Cacti-Succulents 
TWENTY VARIETIES, rooted, named $1.50 postpaid, for 
pots, dishgardens; By membership. Illustrated 
handbook 50¢. NATIONAL CACTUS-SUCCULENT 
CLUB, 12021 Hallwood, El Monte, California. 
FASCINATING CACTI AND SUCCULENTS: Send for 
our free illustrated price list. LA QUINTA DESERT 
GARDENS, La Quinta, California. a 
CACTUS AND SUCCULENTS in many unusual kinds of- 
fered in our illustrated Jubilee Price List. 10¢ please, 
GATES CACTUS, INC., Box 247-A, Corona, Calif, 


FLOWER GROWER 





Flower G rower 


whine. 





Caladium Bulbs 


FANCY LEAVED—FOUR BULBS #1 size fou 
shades—for $1.00 postpaid. REIGLE GARDE NS, 1675 So 
Floral Avenue, Bartow, Florida. 
FOR SALE FANCY LEAF CALADIUM BULBS, NO. 2 
bulbs 1”-14%%”, named varieties $15.00 per 100, mixed va- 
rieties $13.50 per 100. NO. 1 bulbs 1%4”-244" size, Named 
varieties $18.50 per 100, Mixed varieties $16 50 per 100. 
ie F.O.B. Sebring, Railway Express. NO. 2 bulbs 
1”-1%%” reds, pinks & whites with green $2.50 per dozen. 
1 bulbs 1%”-2%” reds, pinks & whites with green 
75 per dozen. Parcel post paid by us. M. L. SMITH 
NURSERY, P. 0. BOX 563, Sebring, Florida. 


different 


Chrysanthemums 


HARDY CHRYSANTHEMUMS—Send for catalog listing 
new and popular kinds; Perennials for your home; House 
plants in variety, TERRACE VIEW GARDENS, Green- 
castle, Indiana, 


RARE SPIDERY Fuji CHRYSANTHEMUMS 2 each 6 
kinds, dozen $3.00. Single Poms, Buttons, 2 each 10 
kinds. $2.00. Labeled. Prepaid. G: ABLES” NURSERY, 
Haralson, Georgia. 


PRIZE WINNING CHRYSANTHEMUMS: 250 varieties. 
Large, Intermediate, Pompon, Button, Cushion, Spoon, 
Spider, Single, Anemone types. 24 large (4 varieties) 
$2.00. 48 assorted (16 varieties) unlabeled $2.00. List. 
MRS. H. G. WOODS, Route 3, Box 35, Donalsonville, 
Georgia. 
CHRYSANTHEMUMS 170 varieties. Dahlias, Iris, 
lilies, Poppies, free catalog. Don’t miss Hazil, 
Lee. OMAR COLES, Magnolia, New Jersey 

FREE MUMS, Request catalog and receive 3 new Show 
Mums with order of $2.50. Mention ad. ATHALIA GAR- 
DENS, Athalia, Ohio. 

CHRYSANTHEMUMS— Over 300 varieties grown as hob- 
by surplus plants sold each spring, popular prices. All 
types, sizes and colors. Request variety list. F. A. 
SPIVEY, Box 574, Montgomery, Alabama. 

HARDY CHRYSANTHEMUMS. Pompons, Spiders, 
Giants, Anemones, Cascades, Cushions. 15 for $1.00 
mixed, labeled, all different. Write for free list. DAVID 
L. .NORVELL, E. 2525 N. Altamont Blvd., Spokane 32, 
Washington. 


1955 DR. E. J. KRAUS CHRYSANTHEMUM INTRO- 
DUCTIONS, early English, other varieties. Free list. 
GARLAND NURSERY, Route 1, Box 403, Corvallis, 
Oregon. 

CHRYSANTHEMUMS FOR THE HOBBYIST. Flowers 
until December. Spoon, Cushion, Button, Poms and Ex- 
hibition types. 10 assorted $1.00, 25—$2.00. 100 00 
Add 15% first class mailing Cc HRYSANTHE MI MS, 
tox 141, New Jersey. 


Day- 
Wilma 


Hammonton, 


Coldframes and Hotbeds 


EASILY ASSEMBLED KIT MAKING a big insulated 
coldframe. Get your flowers started early. Plant varieties 
you want; sell extras. Easily matte into a gy Sa 
tions included. 3x6 ft. size $39.50, 3x12 ft. $74.50 Fob. 
COD’s 20% down. ROBERTSON maae STRIES, 81 
Fourth Ave., South, Moorhead, Minn 





35 mm Color Slide Programs 


10¢ omnes NEW LIST 120 RENTAL SETS. Roses, Iris, 
Day Gardens, Arrangements, Flower Shows etc. 
PHILIP ‘CORLISS, Box 68, Somerton, Arizona. 





ance Materials 
THE BEST corsage making materials are so inexpe 
Free illustrated catalog. DOROTHY BIDDLE SERVICE, 
Dept. FG-28, Pleasantville, New York. 


Daffodils 
IF INTERESTED IN BLOOMS this Spring or 


for Fafl planting, write for our catalogue. We 
more varieties than any other grower. THE DAFFODIL 
MART, Nuttall, Gloucester County, Virginia. 


DAFFODILS FOR NATURALIZING, CUTTING: 
blooming size bulbs, peck each 4 excellent varieties (our 
selection). separately labeled, $16.00; Fine cutting mix- 
ture, $6.00 hundred. 5% discount before May 15th 
Prices F.O.B. Salem. List, offering 350 choice varieties, 
also Tulips. Hyacinths, on request. WALTZ BROTHERS, 
Route 1, Box 150, Salem, Virginia. 





BULBS 
RAISE 


Rushel 








Dahlias 


DAHLIAS—Roots, pot roots, cuttings, plants. American 
and Australian varieties. Send for list. HANNA DAHLI a 
GARDENS, Dept. F, Clayton, New Jersey. 5 a 
DAHLIAS: Ten large flowering $3.00; twenty varieties 
$5.00. All different. Lists free. REYNOLDS DAHLIA 
FARM, Buttell Ave., Lakewood, New Jersey. 
DAHLIAS—MICHIGAN’S FINEST, 
for Dahlias, 


Your headquarters 
plant labels and other supplies. Write for 
free 1955 list. HILL DAHLIA NURSERIES, 189 Welch, 
Battle Creek, Michigan. 


BEST NEW AND STANDARD DAHLIA VARIETIES. 
The show spot of your garden. Root list free. HAUGH 
DAHLIA GARDENS, Wellsville, Ohio. 


APRIL 1955 





CALIFORNIA'S GIANT DAHLIAS 
largest gardens. Write for list. PETE’ 
DENS, P. O, Box 225, Tulare, Calif. 
DAHLIAS: Best roots, lowe prices, roots and seed, 
Write today for list. PUGET SOUND DAHLIA Gan: 
DENS, 6417 Pacific, Tacoma, Washington ; 
BEST GROWN DAHLIAS, Iris, Daylilies, Chrysanthe- 
mums, Shrubs, Trees, Evergre eens, Fruit, Lilies, Seeds, In- 
secticides. Catalog. ECONOMY NU RSERIES, Box 434 A, 
Duluth, Minnesota 
DAHLIAS: The beat of the New 
Price list. FREE. 
Ironton, Ohio 
DAHLIA PLANTS ANS CUTTINGS New sae c va- 
rieties. Send for list. GAMSTON GARDEN Pier- 
mont Ave., River Vale. New Jersey 
DAHLIAS: Twelve large beauties, different $3 
miniatures, fifteen $3.00; both orders $5. Postpaid. 
ARCHIE MARTELL, 19 Allerton St., Quincy, Mass. =, 
DAHLIAS SEED. No rain until Nov. 9 produced sun 
dried seed. Germination tests proved 85%. Mixture from 
) named varieties. 130 seed $2.00 postpaid. H. POPE, 
3200 Liberty Avenue, Alameda, California. i 
DAHLIAS—FEight large flowering $2.50. All different. We 
specialize in gl ey List free. HOLLAND 
DAHLIA GARDENS, R. 2, Holland, Michigan 
DAHLIAS—Old favorites and new ones for future favor 
ites. American and foreign. List free HAZELHILL 
GARDENS. Rt. 2. Dallas, Oregon 


DAHLIAS—AFRICAN VIOLETS ETC.—-Free catalog 
Special Dahlia Offer—8 giant labeled $2.00; 10 Florists 
mixed $2.00. Postage 35¢. CLARKSBURG DAHLIA GAR 
DENS, Clarksburg, Indiana. 


me of California's 
DAHLIA GAR- 





, the choicest of the Old. 
CRONACHER DAHLIA GARDENS, 


Poms, 


Daylilies Hemerocallis 


DAYLILIES: All of and only Dr Stout’s Hybrids. New 
colors. New sizes. New seasons. Send 10¢ for our illus- 
trated catalog telling Why, When, How, Which and Where 
to Plant. FARR NURSERY CO., Box 3, Womelsdorf, Pa. 
DAYLILY AND BEARDED IRIS price list offering qual- 
ity plants of outstanding varieties sent on request. M. T. 
YOUNG, Tallulah, Louisiana. 
DAYLILIES—<August pioneer, Autumn Red, Bicolor, Ca- 
price, Circe, Crystal Pink, Lustrous. Matador, Margaret, 
Ophir, Patricia, Port, Rosalind. Sachem, Tejas, Triumph, 
Zouave. 10 for 00. Display Garden 400 varieties. Cata- 
log 10¢ HEMKNOLL, Whippany, New Jersey 
DAYLILY COLLECTIONS. Antoinette, Babette, Bouton- 
niere, Cahallero, Dauntless, Fancy Trimmings, 
Golden West, Helen Champlin, Mac ta, Madcar, Mrs. 
Bonner, Mardi Gras, Guenther, Meadow 
. Myrna, On Tour, Patricia, Persian Princess, Pink 
Port, Red Bird, Royalty, Show Off, Seashells, 
Supreme, Susan, Toneka. Trail of Gold. White Lady 
Any four (4) for $2.00: Twelve (12) for $5.00. Spring or 
fall delivery Free catalog. TOM CRAIG, Route #4, 
tox 315, Escondido, Calif. 
A RARE OPPORTUNITY—Arline 
Vestal, Brackei, Copper Colonel, ¢ 
Mirage. Partv Gown. Pickwick, Pi 
Roval Ruby, Salmon Rose, Talisman 


tt, Dancer, Bess 

, Meadew Gold, 

Angel. Redwood, 
1 each of & varieties, 
$5.00, 1 each of 10 varieties $6.00. Postraid. We list 
most. of the 1954 popularity winners Send for free 
catalogue a GARDENS, 754 N. Shaffer St., 
Orang ‘alif 
FINE aT OF “DAYLILIES at reasonable 
prices also Fanev leaved caladiums. Write for catalo 
RAINBOW DAYLILY GARDEN, P. O. Box 644, Lees- 
burg, Florida 


COLLECTIONS. 
Purple Waters, Pink Charm, " 
Elizabeth Wheeler. Choose 4—$7.00: Cellini, Chanticleer, 
Cerise, Colonial Dame, Georgia, Oneita, Museat, Su Lin 
Catalog Free. SAXTON DAYLILY GARDENS, Sara- 
toga Springs, New York. 

DAYLILIES—IRIS. Vigorous Walla Walla 
attractively priced. Send for free list 
FLOWER FARM, Route 1B, 


Choose 5—$5.00; Cahbellero, 


Myrna, 


Dorothea, 
Tiger-eve, Viking, 


grown stock 
WALLA WALLA 
Walla Walla, Washington. 


Delphiniums 
WRITE FOR FREE Delphinium and Mum Gescriptive 


list and price folder. KLEIN'S GREENHOUSE, North 
Salem, Indiana. 





Earthworms 


BIGGER, BETTER flowers, gardens!! Earthworms cut 
costs and labor. Easy, simple!! Free revealing facts, in- 
formation! Write EARTHMASTER SYSTEM, 27F, Fl 
Monte, California. 

LARGE RED WIGGLERS faster easier elcing. better soil 
building, also excellent = bait, 500—$2.50 W—$3.75 
5,000—$17.50 postpaid. Write for prices con poe ng 
ALAMANCE WORM RANCH, Route #1, Haw River, 
North Carolina. 


000—see SOIL BUILDING ... For ALL 
Shrubs to perform terrifically! 

is FIRST essential. CEGA, 
mead, California. 


plants & 
Correct. soil environment 
Box 295, Dept. WC, Rose 





Epiphyllums 


EPIPHYLLUMS IN BUD $3.00, 2 for $5.00 
Tasadena Deadline April 15th. Choose your 
Free catalogue. BEAHM’S, 2686 Paloma, 
Calif 


F.0O.B 
color 
Pasadena &, 


Evergreens 
EVERGREENS, AZALEAS, RHODODENDRONS in baby 


sizes. Ornamental shrubs, trees, hollies. Send for free 


Spring catalog. GREEN RIDGE Nt RSERY, Madison 4, 
Ohio. 


EVERGREEN SEEDLINGS AND TRANSPLANTS. Send 
for free price list. NEUNER’S EVERGREEN NURSERY, 
Dept. FG, 368 Eicher Road, Pittsburgh 2, Pa 


Female Help Wanted 


oeeey EXTRA 
esses, aprons, for established markets. 
t HOMP SON'S, Loganville 13, Wisconsin. 


INCOME SEWING Saey i ag 
letails free, 


Flower Arrangers Supplies 
CAREFULLY SELECTED EQUIPMENT for flower ar- 
rangement and corsages at lowest prices. Free illustrated 
catalog. DOROTHY BIDDLE SERVICE, FG-29, Pleas- 
antville, New York. 


FREE CATALOGUE FG on most complete and varied 
selection of holders, containers, bases, accessories. 
LITTLE SHOP, 343 Metairie Road, New Orleans, Louisi- 
ana 


LOVELY PEACH BLOSSOM TREE KIT: Interesting 
weathered wood with blossoms, free form base adorable 
Figurines, complete, postpaid, $3.50. Hawaiian & Native 
dried material; Ten Commandments for Flower Arranger 

Ming Tree Kits, hand Ceramic containers; Natural or 
Sandblasted gnarled Manzanita; Wholesale or Retail price 
list with photos FREE. MING CRAFT, Loomis, Cali- 
fornia. 

GARDEN CLUBS, Arrangers—Dried flora - 
sories for modern dry arrangements Low pr s, fine 
quality, large variety Free list PALS \ ‘Ai LEY 
RANCH, Box 70, Palm Springs, Calif. 


woot de, aces 


Fruits 


PAPAY AS 


Grow them in the North for beautiful tropical 
effect. In the . 


South health fruit. New crop 
seed of our superior ’ strains now available. 
Large packet about 2 « with cultural directions 
$1.00. SABIN K DER, 2, San Benito, Texas. 


Garden Books 


UNUSUAL AMERICAN, foreign, 
importers. Send today for f list 
STORE, Garden Books Dept., "B36A Olive Avenue, 
4, Calif. 


old and new. Direct 
HORN’S BOOK- 
Fresno 


Gardenia 


WELL ROOTED EASTER PLANTS, Gardenia, Fancy 
Leaf Crotons, Jasmine and Bougainvillea. $1.90 each, 5 
for $2.75, with culture directions. PHILIP PATE, Kis- 


simmee 10, Florida 


Geraniums 


Collectors items 


ANIUMS—Rose Scented, ete 6 
= ie TOTTEN GAR 


cuttings—$3.00, 10 for $4.00 — 
DENS, 7: glise, Rivera, Calif 
229 CHOICE ge oh 
Leaved. Catalog 10¢ LMES ©. MILLER 
Portola Avenue, Los a... California 


including Dwarf and Fancy 
250 West 


Gladiolus 


MINIATURE GALIDIOUS. The newest thing in Glads.! 
Vivid colors! Unusual forms! Free catalog. MAPLETON 
FLOWER & BU Li COMPANY, Mapleton, Oregon. 
GLADIOLUS. Send for descriptive price list. Special: 100 
large mixed bulbs $4.00; 100 blooming size mixed $3.00. 
JORDAN GLADIOLUS GARDENS, Jordan, New York 


TALL CORN GLADS AND PEONIES. Healthy bulbs, 
generosity and satisfaction guaranteed. Catalogue free. 
H. E. MORROW, Dept. N, Monticello, lowa 


GLADIOLUS BULBS—65 lg, 100 med. or 300 small 
postpaid for $3.00. Send for list. DURDELLS, R. 2, 
Appleton, Wisconsin 

GLADIOLUS; 25 variety quality assortment. 110 large 
bulbs, $4.00. Ninety medium, $2.40. Catalog, describing 
200 varieties. GLADVALE GARDENS, Walnut, Ilinoi 

GLADIOLUS NEW AND OLD. 30 years supplying fine 
quality bulbs. Reasonable prices. Free catalog. GELSER 
BROS., Box F, Dalton, N 

GLADIOLUS, 125 Giant Exhibition Varieties. Dahlias 
Tuberous Begonias. Gloxinias. Lilies. Cannas. Money 
Saving Specials. Free catalog. FOLEY GARDENS, Free- 
port, Illinois 

“GROW MINIATURE and SMALL TYPE GLADIOLUS” 
and get a real thrill from these exquisite little beauties 
Free catalog listing about. 300 varieties. ROGERS’ GLAD 
GARDENS, Box 128 K, Greenlawn, L. L, New York. 
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1F YOU WANT THE BIGGEST BULBS order early, 
while stocks are full, Many to choose from our new list. 
Get one! Wholesale-Retail WOODSIDE GLADIOLUS 
GARDENS, Webster, New York. 

SPECIAL OFFER, 25 choice large bulbs, gorgeous rain- 
bow mixture, $1.00 postpaid. List free, retail and whole- 
sa le GLADLAND GARDENS, Plainville, Mass 
GLADIOLUS SrECiAL: 10 bulbs each—5 named varie 
ties; 2 wher garden bulbs. Catalog Free. 
SWAY NE $ G: ARDE NS, Box 109-F, Puyallup, Washing- 
ton 

HOW TO GROW $5,000 worth of gladiolus on an acre 
and $300. worth on a small plot, with our lovely glad- 
land gladiolus. Send one dollar. FRIENDSHIP GAR- 
DEN SHOP, Garden Home, Oregon. 





Gloxinia 
GLOXINIA SEED. Miller's Mix. Self ond Cross polli- 
nated Also Special Colchicine treated, $1.00 for 150 
seeds. REV. MILLER, Wauzeka, Wisc 


Greenhouses 
REDWOOD 9 9” x “12"9" Sturdi Built Greenhouse, 
thing complete above 
$225.00 delivered 
11304 S.W. 


every- 
foundation including glass, only 
STURDI-BUILT GREENHOUSE CO., 
Boones Ferry Road, Oswego, Oregon. 


Greenhouse Heating 
HOT WATER SYSTEMS AT A NEW LOW PRICE, 


packaged to your requirements. Ultra small cast iron 
boilers carry full A. G Approval Simplified com- 
putation sheet allows you to compute your requirements 
and cost A postcard will bring you bulletin H100, de- 
scribing the finest in greenhouse heating wt 
GREENHOUSE SPECIALTIES CO., Sappington 23, Mo 


Hardy Perennial Verbena 


DAZZLING RED, field grown plants not 
tings, 12 for $1.75, 25 for $3.25, 
MRS KATE HARREL: L, 


rooted cut- 
100 for $11.00 postpaid. 
Fayetteville, Georgia 


HERB ‘PLANTS Fascinating to grow. Over 100 varieties; 
culinary, scented and decorative. Send 10¢ for two attrac- 
tive pamphlets listing available plants and seeds plus 
cookery guide for herb and spice use. THE POTTERS OF 
BARABOO, Dept. FG, Baraboo, Wisconsin. 
HEALTHFUL—»profitable nae 10 big 
packets finest Herb seeds. Growing instructions—recipes. 
All complete for only $1.00. NORTH NU RSE. RY. 1907 
Main St., Niagara Falls 38, New York. 
PACKETS OF: DIFFERENT HERB SEEDS 
Elephant Barlic bulbs, Allium Scordoprasum, 6 times 
larger—$1. “‘15 Ways to Make Money With Herbs’’. 8000 
word manual—$1. NICHOLS GARDEN NURSERY, 1190 
N.W. Pacific Hwy., Albany, Oregon 
COOKING HERBS: Tarragon, Rosemary, Thyme (silver, 
golden, common) Sage, Savory, Marjoram, Chives, Balm 
Any 8 for $3.00. MERRY GARDENS, Camden, Maine 


Grow “HERB PLANTS FROM CAREFULLY SELECTED 

EED. Large packet 25¢ Six for $1.00. Large assort 
oan HAPPY APACHE SEED. Box 2953, Terminal 
Annex, Los Angeles, California 








different 


$1.00. 


House Plants 
HOUSE OF RARE PLANTS: Hard to find choice house 
plants. Geraniums, Begonias, Herbs, Perennials. Cata- 
logue Lh¢ MERRY GARDENS, Camden, Maine 


Hummingbird Feeders 


GREGOR'S HUMMINGBIRD FEEDERS, reservoir type, 
used professionally, avoid constant refilling. Two feede rs, 
instructions, $2.50 ppd. LARGE 2 CUP SIZE available, 
JOHN GREGOR, Townline Road, Nanuet, N 


Insectivorous Plants 


COBRA LILY (Darlingtonia Californica) Giant 
eating plant of the Siskiyous. Seeds $1.00 pkt. 18” 
$5.00, two for $5.00 pp. COBRA SALES, Box 1F, 
Pass, Oregon. 


insect 
plants 
Grants 


JAPANESE IRIS (KAEMPFERI). Blooming size. As- 
sorted colors, labeled. COD orders shipped. $4.50 for 10, 
$20.00 for 100. V. W. WILSON, R. 3, Box 184, Savannah, 
Georgia 

MODERN IRIS —Bine Rhythm, 


¢ Chantilly, 1} 
Senorita, Golden Majesty, Great Lakes, 


Elmohr, G Gay 
Helen McGregor, 
Mohr, Lady Boscawen, Minnie Colquitt, Mulberry 
Ola Kala, Res Torch, Redward, Snow Flurry: Any 
$2.00; ten, $3.75; all fifteen, $5.00. A $1.00 packet of 
iris seewds from new pinks included with early orders. Free 
Catalog. DIEHL'S GARDENS, Box 307-F, Alamo, Cali- 
fornia 
tRIS SALE. Buy at wholesale modern iris 
for lists and collections. MT 
Mt. Upton, New York 
IRIS—DAYLILIES. Send for our free catalog listing over 
500 world famous varieties. NORWOOD IRIS GARDENS, 
12043-9 Hallwood, El Monte, California 


Send stamp 
UPTON IRIS GARDENS, 
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FREE COLOR CATALOG. Tall bearded Iris. Finest 
Washington rhizomes. Three new introductions. Almost 
600 varieties. EDEN ROAD IRIS GARDEN, P. O. Box 
117, Wenatchee, Wash. 

tRIS COLLECTIONS. 

Rhythm, Blue Valley, 
Chivalry, Cloth of Gold, 
Song, Desert Sunrise, 


Altamohr, Black Banner, 
Can-Can, Capitola, Carabella, 
Distance, Deep Velvet, Desert 
Francelia, Far Hills, Gold Sov- 
ereign, Grace Ballard, Grand Canyon, Helen McGregor, 
Lady Mohr, Lynn Langford, Master Charles, Moab, 
Morning Blue, New Snow, Ola Kala, Red Torch, Rocket, 
Rodeo, Russet Wings, Sea Lark, Tiffany. Any four (4) 
for $2.00; Twelve (12) for $5.00. Free catalog. TOM 
CRAIG, Route #4, Box 315, Escondido, Calif 

IRIS SPECIALS! 25 finest Iris labelled—$10.00; 15— 
$6.50; 10—$5.00. Postpaid. Catalogue on request. WAL- 
LACE IRIS GARDENS, 417 South State, Orem, Utah 
IRIS OR DAYLILIES. $1.95 dozen unlabeled, $3.00 
dozen labeled Postpaid. Strong blooming size plants. 
Free catalog on request. NORWOOD IRIS GARDENS, 
12043-9 Hallwood, El Monte, California. 

IRIS: 260 Newer varieties at wholesale prices. Send for 
catalog. CANOGA IRIS GARDENS, 8239F Topanga 
Canyon Blvd., Canoga Park, California 

HERE’S SOMETHING NEW! BEAUTY AT A BAR. 
GAIN! To acquaint you with our IRIS that bloom sev- 
eral times a year, right thru to Christmas, we'll send 
you a top-notch TEN-DOLLAR collection of owe IRIS 
for only $5.00 ee gare and include FREE 10—yes, 
10—tiny new dwarf iris plants for your borders or 
rockery. BELLS OF IRELAND SEEDS—100 for 25¢ 
Send remittance to COMBSIE—She will do the res 
Box 84F, Whittier, California. WE HAVE LISTS OF 
UNUSUAL BULBS, CACTI, DAYLILIES, AND 
OTHER ITEMS 

IRISES OF DISTINCTION. Newest 
rhizomes. Free catalog. EASY 
Drawer F, 1421 N. 16th Avenue, Yakima, Washington. 
1,000 VARIETIES: “Tall, intermediate, dwarf; new and 
old, many rare, bargains Free catalogue Dept. F, 
CARDINAL "TRIS GARDENS, Hamilton, Indiana 
MILDRED’S IRIS PATCH offers finest new aris varieties, 
at reduced prices List on request 11308 McGirk 
Avenue, El Monte, Calif 

15 VARIETIES CHOICE IRIS $2.00; 9 Varieties Heme- 
rocallis $2.00; 7 Varieties Siberian Iris $2.00. Each 
labeled 5¢ per plant extra. Catalog Free. L. FREU 
DENBURG, Battle Creek, Nebraska. 

tRIS——The 100 best plus hundreds of the old favorites 
and new creations. Reasonably priced. Write for free 
price list. S. E. De BERRY, Rd. 2, Box 539A, Washing- 
ton, Pa 

GREENHAGEN’S FOR IRIS. 
finest Iris Gardens. 


Blue 











varie ties, fine 
BREEZE GARDE NS. 


One of Utah's Res and 
Write for catalog. GREENHAG ’s 
FOR IRIS, Dept. 1, Bountiful, Utah. “On Ti. Way 91.°° 
IRIS SPECIAL—RBen Bolt, China Lady, Cloth of Gold, 
ire, Franconia, Good Sir, Grace Ballard, Katherine 
Nantucket, Painted Desert, Redward, 
San Pasqual Snow Flurry, Sunny Ruffles, 
. Temple City, Tiffanja, Tournament Queen. Any 
for $3.75, 16 for $5.00 postpaid. Free catalog. LAW- 
SON GARDENS, Valley Center, California 
BEARDED IRIS, State inspected $7.50 value in Tris 
for $5.00. List free. CONNELLYS, B1012 Second Avenue 
Northwest, Puyallup, Washington. 
TRIS AND HEMEROCALLIS. Large Washincton grown 
plants of finest quality, reasonably priced. FREE price 
lists upon request. SCHMELZER’S GARDEN, 731 Edge 
wood, Walla Walla, Washington 





Lilies 


FORMOSANUM LILY. Most beautiful, hardy, fall flower- 
ing, white Easter Lily. Guaranteed to mt bulbs, 15 for 
$2.00 50—-$5.00 Extra large $2.00, postpaid 
WOLF F’S LIL ES , 1389 N. Highland, ‘Springfield, Pa 


Magazines 


FLOWER MAGAZINE—Flowers, gardening, oie ye 
$1.00. 3 different issues 25¢. GARDEN GLEANING = 
Back to Eden, Box A, Baroda, Michigan. 

JOE’S BULLETIN offers bulbs, plants, seed at half regu- 
lar catalog prices. Two years $1.00. Sample copy free. 209 
Basswood Ave., Dayton, Ohio 


Materials & Accessories 


BUCKWHEAT HULL MULCH recommended for ROSES 
SHRUBS and all Flowers. Keeps earth cool retaining 
moisture and eliminating weeding—100 Ibs. $2.50 F.0.B 
Wellsboro, Pennsylvania, DUNHAM MILLS, INC 


Meyer (Z-52) Zoysia 


(Z-52) ZOYSIA. Highest quality. Lowest 
Wholesalers-Retailers of permanent lawn grasses 
Free information. NORDAN’S GRASS FARMS, Abbe- 
ville, Alabama 


MEYER 


prices 


Mimosa 


EXQUISITE PINK FLOWERING ‘ALBIZZIA_ Julibrissin 
Silk Tree. 25 Seeds, Hardy, $1.00. JOSEPH HANN 
BAL, 6732 Windsor ‘Mill Road, Baltimore Ve 


Maryland. 


Ming Trees 
GROW MINIATURE MING TREES 8 for $2. 00, 200 va- 
rieties perennials, shrubs, trees, evergreens 10-25 50¢ 
BARTS NURSERY, 5th Street, Fullerton Pennsylvania, 


Yelisiug | 


POTTED BABY TREES EASY TO DWARF. Redwoods, 
imported trees. Catalog 25¢. Folder 10¢. RARE PLANT 
CLUB, Box 398FG, Kentfield, California. 

DWARFED MING TREES. Japanese Bonsai Method. 
Seed for 200 trees—10 varieties—evergreen, fruit, flower- 
ing. Ancient experts’ instructions—fascinating hobby. 
Make money! Moneyback guarantee. Only $2.00 complete. 
NORTH NURSERY, 1907 Main Street, Niagara Falls 28, 
New York. 











Miscellaneous 

CuTHousss, CESSPOOLS, septic tanks, clogged drains 

c., cleaned, deodorized without digging or pumping cost. 
PEPS- IT reduces masses. —— faulty leachability. 
Restores old systems to a condition approaching newness, 
Postal brings free a ELECTRIC SEWER CLEAN- 
ING CO., Alliston 34, 
SWISS FLORAL POSTCARDS from Switzerland. 500 col- 
orful beauties. List free. Samples 10¢ coin. GLOBART 
COMPANY, Box 219, Madison Square Station, New York 
10, N. Y. - 
INDOOR MOVABLE LOUVERED STOCK SIZE SHUT- 
TERS for windows, doors. Trim to fit. For prices write 
MERRICK SHUTTERS, One Murray Place, Merrick, New 
York 
GARDEN ITEMS. Write for Free Bulletin listing 100 un- 
usual Garden Items. BURGER GARDEN CENTER, Box 
488. Elgin, Illinois - 
PERMANENT, BEAUTIFUL FLOWER ARRANGE- 
MENTS possible with Long-Lyfe Preservative. Fascinat- 
ing, profitable too. Free folder Write immediately 
MAXSON, Falls Church 46, Virginia 


Myrtle 


MYRTLE (Vinca Mino Fifty nice plants $4.50 
paid Hundred $7.00 postpaid Five errant ae ( 
postpaid CHARLES K. STOTLEMEYER, Hancock, 
Maryland 


Nursery Stock 


10 DELPHINIUM—Gold Medal $1.98, 6 assorted Phiox 
$1.98, 6 Assorted Giant Dahli a = 95. All three $5.7 
Offering Minnesota Fruit Trees, adiolus, Roses, Chrys- 
anthemums. Catalog free. SWE DE r “RG NURSERY, Bat- 
tle Lake, Minnesota. 


Orchids 


WHO SAYS YOU CAN’ T GROW ORCHIDS? $1.00 buys 
illustrated folder featuring “‘Black Orchid’’ on cover; 2 
articles on all phases Orchid care. Sowing seed to making 
corsages; dividing, repotting plants to propagating back 
bulbs. Easy to understand. No technical double-talk. Your 
Orchid Folder expands to make room for more articles 
and listings sent periodically DANIEL RYERSON— 
FLORIDA GROWN ORCHIDS, Box 805, Homestead, Fla. 


CYMBIDIUM ORCHIDS Hellebore Hybrids, Hardy 
ferns. Send for interesting plant catalog. HACIENDA DE 
BELLONA, 11720 East Killian, El Monte, Calif. 


GROW ORCHIDS at home—profitable—fascinating. Year 
‘round Maine to California NO GREENHOUSE, 
Gorgeous Cattleyas, Cymbidiums, etc. Successful home 
grower shows you how. FREE full details. FLOWER- 
LAND, 4662-WP Wilshire, Los Angeles 5, Calif 

3 ORCHID PLANTS (one in bud) $5.50 air-mail prepaid! 
Growing instructions included. Pr ’s 4th illustrated 
Orchid book 50¢. Best for beginne double your money 
back if you don’t agree. SAMUEL PRESNER, Box 4550- 
FF, Coral Glables, Florida 


ORCHID PLANTS, gist a -_ BOOK 
Write Dept. 2, FINCK RAL oS 
287, Kirkwood 22, Missouri 


oo GRoMDS Different blooming. periods. 3 plants 

Postage $.50 extra. Free instructions. LEHIGH 
F On AL ¢ ‘OMP ANY, 327 East Church Street, Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania 


SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG 25 photographs of Orchids. 
Discount $2.00 om first $5.00 order. MOORE’S ORCHIDS, 
Pr. Oo. Laredo, Texas 


VANDA SLIPS $2.90 dozen. Epidendrum plants, $12.00 
dozen —— Heloconia roots, $2.00 each Ti logs 
ideal dish 6 for $2.00 Directions, postage in- 
cluded. H Ww AIL AN GARDENS, Box 297 F, Honolulu, 
Hawaii 


SIKKIM ORCHIDS—12 Dendrobium nobile 4-5 stemmed 
plant $10.00; $65.00 hundred. Gloriosa super ba $10.50 
hundred, $100.00 thousand. Fresh seeds of Lilium gigan- 
teum $22.40, Lilium wallichianum $35.00 pound each. 
Postage paid. THE CHANDRA NURSERY, P. 0. Rhe- 
nock. Sikkim, India 


CYPRIPEDIUM ORCHIDS IN BUD. 3 plants $10.75; 
12 plants $40 75 Zest orchids to grow in the home, and 
for corsage flowers. CYMBIDIUM ORCHIDS IN -. D 
per plant $8.00; 4 plants $24.00; 12 plants $60 rder 
now Assorted colors. 50 selected unlabeled iake ieee 
back bulbs $32.50. Other Cym. back bulbs; 3 for $1.50 
$30. per 100. Free cultural bulletin and seedling lists 
SHERMAN ORCHID GARDENS, Grand and Gladstone, 
Glendora, California 


ORCHIDS WILL GROW BEAUTIFULLY alongside » 
African violets! 3 blooming plants, assorted $5 
paid. Growing instructions‘ included. SAMUEL 
NER, Box 4550-Ei, Coral Gables, Florida 


BEGINNERS COLLECTIONS and _ botanicals; 
monthly offers to regular customers listed 
ORCHIDS, 


a specialty HOUSE OF 
N. J 


. Free price 
R212, Box 


30x 757 


) 
PRES 


special 
Cymbidiums 
Pompton Plains, 


FLOWER GROWER 





Oriental Spurge 


ORIENTAL SPURGE, pac hysandre terminalis, a beauti- 
ful evergreen ground cover. 25 for $3.75, 50 for $6 00, 100 
for $10.00, postpaid. HOUCHIN, Flowers, Crown Point, 
Indiana 


Outdoor Lighting 
FREE BROCHURE. New outdoor lamps for gracious out 


door living. Glorify your home, garden, patio 
pool Big savings! Write TODAY 
G-21, North Adams, Mass. 


barbecue, 
GAYLORDS, Dept 


Pansies 
PANSY PLANTS—Super 


Swiss Giants, pained colors 
hardy and field grown, postpaid no C.¢ 0.D.’ 50—$2 . 
100—$3.00, 500—$12.50, 1000—$20.00 RAG SDALE’ 
PANSY GARDEN, 1316 W 5th, Tyler, Texas 
STEELE’S JUMBOS. Gigantic 
Transplanted plants in bloom. 50 for $3.00, 100 for $5.00, 
sstpaid. 1000 for $30.00, express collect. WARD'S 
VANSY GARDENS, 6028 Houston Road, Macon, Georgia 


STEELE’S JUMBO MIXED, the largest flowering Pansies, 
xreat color range; also Steele’s Butterfly Hybrids, in un- 
believably ruffled, fluted flowers, very good for cutting 
All plants blooming size. Postpaid 50 plants $3.00; 100 
— $5.75. PLAIN CITY GREENHOUSES, Plain City, 
Ohio 


flowers, gorgeous colors. 


Phiox 
HARDY PHLOX my specialty 


200 named varieties and 
other “ae Write for list AUGUST LINDE 
MANN, R. 1, Catskill, N. Y. 


Plants 
BLUEBERRY PLANTS (Bearing Age) $1.15 


ries 100 2.75, 
terry catalog Free. 
wich, Massachusetts 
E STRAWBERRY PLANTS— 50 Howard, 50 
era 2 vear Asparagus plants 50—$1.7 
vd Catalogue Free. HOL DRIDG i 
Ledyard, Connecticut. 


gy ge 
everbearing 100—$4.50. Fn Tree & 
COMMONFIELDS NU RSERIES. Ips- 


Pre 
F ARM NU RSERY 


Plant Markers 


50 MARKERS FOR $1.00 postpaid 
identify plants with markers made by 
UCTS CO., Box 100 Bandana, Kentucky 


Thrifty Gardeners 
METAL PROD- 


Potted Annuals 


SALVIA tlaze of 





PET eo Crusader F1 Hybrid, 
Fire, ZINNIA—Mixed or Blaze ‘54 winner’? SNAPDRA- 
GON ra alten giants, Dozen $2.95. 6 each of two varie- 
ties $2.95 postpaid. Sturdy plants grown in pots or hands 
Shipped to following states: Wisconsin, Michigan, Illi- 
nois, Indiana, Ohio, Iowa, New York. BERT ‘RBOS- 
GRAAF GREENHOUSES, R. R. 1, Hudsonville, Michi- 


Praying Mantis Egg Cases 


NATURE'S ANSWER TO INSECT PEST CONTROL— 
Aphids, Beetles—ete. $1.00 each, 6 for $5.00 ppd. In- 
structions enclosed. F. C. DAVIS, P. 0. Box 99, Lans- 
downe, Penna. 





Primroses 


CHOICE PRIMROSES—Polyanthus, Acaulis, Julea, wt 
den Auricula, Orientals. We ship anywhere in the U. S 
Send for our price list. SPRING HILL FARM, Box 2 
Gig Harbor, Washington. 


Prize Awards 


PRIZE AWARDS for Flower Shows. Write for samples 
and prices to THE HORNER PRESS, P. O. Box 8&5, 
Rutledge, Del. Co., Pennsylvania. 


Rock Garden Sedums 


ROCK GARDEN SEDUMS six varieties $.25 each. Two 
dwarf purple Iris $.25 each. MRS. J. W. BERNDT, Box 
90, Stevensville, Michigan. 


THE WORLD'S SMALLEST ROSE, Grows 1% to 2 
inches high, blooms 3 months from seed. It is perfect in 
detail, leaves, stem and blooms. Seeds $2.00 pkt. 
JACK’S NURSERIES, P. 0. De Deur, Transvaal, South 
Africa. 








ROSEBUSHES — POPULAR EVERBLOOMING VARIE- 
TIES, two year old, fresh from growe 
post paid. Free list. McFARLAND’S 


‘Tr, $6.95 per dozen 
NURSERY, Tyler, 


GORGEOUS ARP ROSES—Arp-grown in our own fields, 
1955 All-America Winners and 130 popular varieties, old 
and new. Healthy, husky, 2-year budded bushes, guaran- 
teed to grow. Free colorful catalog. ARP ROSES, INC., 
sox 178-R, Tyler, Texas. 


Seed Magic 


SEED MAGIC. An organic 
xonias, Gloxinias, Double Petunias or any viable seeds 
Designed for amateurs. Used by professionals. Capacity 
350 seedlings. Complete kit $1.85 postpaid. Send 65¢ ad 
ditional for potting soil additive. KEATING GREEN 
HOUSE, 2715 Saline Road, Ann Arbor, Michigan 


Germinates Violets, Be 


Seeds 


HIMALAYAN FLOWER SEED COLLECTION & to 55 
kinds, $1.00 to $5.00. Free Catalogue, G. GHOSE & CO., 
Orchid Specialists, Townend, Darjeeling, India 
NEW! SENSATIONAL! FIRST TIME OFFERED to th 
public Your garden is not complete without this beau 
tiful new flower SUNSHINE ALL DOUBLE SNAP 
DRAGON (pink hybrid) 200 seeds £2.94 Washington 
sidents add 3% sales tax. Send to Yerxa DOUBLE 
SNAPS tox 356, Wenatchee, Washington 
SEEDS OF ADVENTURE. Kare unus wal flowers, vege- 
tables, trees and shrubs. List free ALBERT V. TOP- 
PER, R. 2, Uniontown, Ohio. 


Sempervivums 


COLORFUL HEN AND CHICKS 12 varieties fapeee 
prepaid. $3.00. Over 100 different varieties. ‘“Make 
Hiobby of Hardy Sempervivums’’. MAC PHERSON G ik. 
DENS, 2920 Starr, Toledo 5, Ohio. 


Soil Building 


BE THE ENVY OF YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD with 
professionally beautiful Plants due to PROPER SOIL 
ENVIRONMENT made by CEGA’S Simple, Sospennent, 
Everlasting WORMPOWER CASTLES Quick, E-Z DO in- 
structions included 2 WORMPOWER CASTLES (for 
15 sq. ft.) $1.25 prepaid FREE: Includes Garden Care 
bulletin service CEGA, Box 295 Dept. WC, Rosemead, 
California 


Spaghnum Moss 


SPHAGNUM MOSS, finely ground for germinating seeds, 
growing plants, cuttings. Controls damping-off Peck 
$1.65, half bushel, $2.50, bushel $3.65, postpaid. Infor 
mation included THOMAS G ARLAND, Pen Argyl, Pa 


Sparrow Traps 


DON’T FEED SPARROWS! Catch thousands with orig- 
inal Vail Sparrow Traps. Big cash savings guaranteed. 
Free particulars. Rush! FARM SERVICE COMPANY, 
Box 7921, Chicago 13, Mlinois. 


Strawberry Plants 


STRAWBERRY PLANTS—Allen’s 1955 Berry Book tells 
best varieties for home and market, and how to grow 
them. Free copy. Write today W. F. ALLEN COM- 
PANY, 12 Pine Street, Salisbury, Maryland. 
STRAWBERRIES are ideal family inc ome projects. One- 
tenth acre yields 650-900 quarts. Allen's 1955 Berry Book 
tells the best varieties and How to Grow them. Free copy 
Write today. W. F. ALLEN COMPANY, 12 Pine Street, 
Salisbury, Maryland. 


EVERBEARING NEW CENTURY STRAWBERRY 
PLANTS. Bear large, sweet berries from spring until 
frost 50 fresh dug plants $3.00 postpaid MeNEAL 
BERRY NURYS, Hamilton, Montana. 

CERTIFIED STRAWBERRY—Red, Black Raspberry 
Plants. Fresh dug EUREKA PLANT FARM, Bern- 
hards Bay, New York. 





Strelitzia Reginae 


HAWAII'S =e OF PARADISE (Strelitzia Reginae) 
All size plants available Free Catalog. FERN 
HAWAIIAN NU RSERY, 1551 Avalon Blvd., Wilmington, 
California. 





Th ‘ Beautiful Bent Grass Seed 











Rosebushes 


ROSEBUSHES — Best Varieties. Guaranteed quality. 
From grower to you, Write for prices. McCLUNG BROS. 
ROSE NURSERY, Route 5, Box 275-H, Tyler, Texas. 





APRIL 1955 


MOST OUTSTANDING LAWN GRASS KNOWN. No 
crab grass, no weeds and a lawn like velvet. From the 
North very hardy. Fine textured. Economical. Thomsen’ 
Garden hints gives you complete information. THOMSEN 
SEED STORE, 4720 Hiawatha, Minneapolis 6, Minn 


Tomato Plants 


SEND NO MONEY—PAY POSTMAN. Earliest bloomir r 
size Tomato plants. 50 plants for $1.00, 100 for $1.75, 50 
for $4.00 plus postage. Prompt safe arrival Bancee The 
Order now. Free catalog with each order. P. D. FUL 
WOOD COMPANY, Dept. D, Tifton, Georgia 
SENSATIONAL F,. OF HYBRID CLIMBING TOMATO 
PLANTS. All the tig red, ripe tomatoes a family of six 
can eat. Can be planted in flower bed or under kitchen 
window. They bear until frost. Send $1.00 for 12 of these 
wonderful plants, postage prepaid by us. State when you 
want shipment made Free instructions how to grow 
Order today Pr. D. FULWOOD COMPANY, Dept. D, 
Tifton, Georgia 


Violets 


THREE DOLLARS POSTPAID: 6 Giant purple, 3 dou 
ble White Rose Pin ragrant. CHITTENDEN’S 955 
Orchard Street, Capitola, California 

6 ELK FRAGRANT PURPLE, 2 Rosine Pink, 1 Double 
Blue Fragre $3.00 postpaid. HAPPY VALLEY VIO 
LET F 4150 Old San Jose Road, Rt. 2F, Sant 
‘ 


Water Lilies 


FREE: WATER LILY Catalog. Complete listings and 
planting instructions. How to build pools. Winter care of 
tropicals explained. Closed Sundays. VAN NESS WATER 
GARDENS, Rt. #1, Box 360, Upland, Calif. 


Wildflowers 


NATIVE WILDFLOWERS: Rhododendrons, azaleas, 
evergreens, shrubs, trees, perennials, orchids, ferns, vines 
Free catalog. THREE LAURELS, Marshall, N. C 
WILDFLOWERS AND FERNS, to brighten a shady 

Send today for Free catalogue. WAKE ROBIN F Nite 
R. D. #1, Home, Pennsylvania 


Wren Houses 


Beautiful design As 
erything included. Ideal gift for 
WILLIS FE 1IXON, Mon 


REDWOOD wRen yovexs 
semble with sc 

children $1.50 post bes 1 
mouth, Illinois 


Yucca 
GROW "BEAUTIFUL YUCCA PLANTS from seed. 12 
seeds $1.00. STELLA HENDRICKSON, P. 0. Box 1570 
Ventura, California 





WHEN ORDERING 
BY MAIL 


follow these simple suggestions 


1, Replying to advertisements, 

print your name and address, 
city and state clearly. This 
will mean better service to 
you. 
Be sure the name and address 
and department number of 
the company you are writing 
to is clear and legible. 


3. Enclose all of your requests 
and money for offers of the 
same company inone envelope. 


These easy rules will assure you 
prompt service. 


FLOWER GROWER Magazine 














ite Most Colorful, Earliest 
IGGEST Garden Mums Ever 


Jackson & Perkins Exclusive 


PRODUCE 
BLOOMS 
4°T0 5" 
ACROSS 


KEEP YOUR GARDEN GLOWING WITH BEAUTIFUL COLORS 
LIKE THESE—LONG AFTER OTHER FLOWERS HAVE FINISHED 

















SEE Te, re, :. ® Actually Start Blooming In August! 
HOw coh. | ae 
YOU 


CAN cameron sTrixine effects infront ~=6* »~0 Hundreds of Blooms on a Single Bush— 


Armfuls of Cut Flowers Until November! 








USE ae a Even After the First Frost! 
THEM Dy = Exceptionally Easy to Grow! 
IN YOUR +a x: 4 a © All Guaranteed to Live and Bloom! 
GARDEN rar 











BEAUTIFUL FLORAL ARRANGE. Why These J&P Giant Mums Are Superior to Ordinary Varieties 
MENTS FOR YOUR HOME 


Imagine your garden aglow with brilliant color in August, in 
September, October, even in November when there is frost on the 
ground! Yes, by planting these sensational superblooming Giant 
Mums this Spring, you will be able to pick armfuls of huge, color- 
Please send me. at the 1 platting SAVE MONEY ful blooms long after most gardens are barren of any flowers! 
a bi proper planting 7 f 
time, the varieties and number of J&P (Check Groups Desired) Unlike ordinary chrysanthemums, these brand-new exclusive J&P 
Giant Mums indicated below. Include, (1) GROUP #3-$4.95) varieties are EARLY-BLOOMING—actually begin flooding your 
FREE, your ‘“‘Home Garden Guide.’’ I [] GrRouP #4-$4.95) garden with color in late August. Yet—because they are NORTH- 
enclose $.. ......in full payment. ERN-GROWN (which makes them hardier and more frost resistant) 
| —they actually last longer .. . will bloom even in November when 
| all other flowers have long since finished! And what breathtaking 
FLICKER (P.R.R.) Reddish tan——TANAGER (PI. Pat. 1129)! blooms they produce. Not the small, pale 2” flowers you see on 
buds—4" yellow blooms Cherry red 3/2’ blooms | ordinary mums—but IMMENSE CLUSTERS of vividly colored 
MARTIN (P.R.R.) Cerise to——CANARY (PI. Pat. 1113) Per-| blooms UP to 5” ACROSS! This new J&P strain is exceptionally 
a a sii a ee . ceed easy to grow—guaranteed to live and bloom in your garden! _ 
~— SWALLOW (PI. Pat. 1106)——COCKATOO (PI. Pot. 1171)] member—these Giant Mums are exclusive with J&P —cannot be 
Soft, coral-pink opens into Clean lemon to cream white} obtained from anyone else! So mail coupon NOW! (Prices: $1.00 
buff-colored 434" blooms petals arranged like crest of each; 3 of a kind, $2.50; 6 of a kind, $5.00) 
———SEAGULL (Pi. Pat. 1130) the cockatoo | 


Giant pure white 5” flowers —KILLDEER (Pi. Pat. 1131) — i 
ROBIN (Pi. Pat. 1307) Straw- New color olden: Sabine SAVE MONEY by ordering these groups 
| 


JACKSON & PERKINS CO., 
112 Rose Lane, Newark, New York 


(Please write in quantity of each variety desired) 


berry red bud; strawberry —KINGBIRD (PI. Pat. 1306) 1 Killdeer 1 Seagull 1 Orchard Oriole 1 Flicker 
»9ronze when open. 5” across Ose pink; buff reverse 1¢ 1 Robi 1 Cock 1 Wood Duck 
; anary obin ockatoo 0° uc 
WOOD DUCK (PI. Pat. 1310)———ORCHARD ORIOLE (PRR)| . : i 
Deep rose pink; creamy tan Masses of rich orange-bronze 1 Kingbird 1 Tanager 1 Swaliow 1 Martin 


ace fovers—eech #13""wdel™) ALL 6 cay $4.95 | ALL 6 dct $4.95 


PRICES: $1.00 each; 3 of one kind, $2.50; 6 of one kind, $5.00 ORDER GROUP #3 ORDER GROUP #4 


Jackson & Perkins Co. 








Kingbird 


Ubstd Lat igesl Kise Growetd Ch ‘ 


Fan e4/ 


NEWARK, NEW YORK 





Burpee’s 
Economy Size 
Gladiolus 
» 


AND LARGER QUANTITIES 


So you can plant some indoors for house plants right away, anc 

rest on‘hand for the first warm planting days soon to come, here are the 
Burpee Bulbs thousands of gardeners order every year, for gorgeous 
color all summer and fall. 


Tall Giant Gladiolus Giant Dahlias 


Choice varieties, best colors mixed Huge decorative flowers, each large 
guaranteed to bloom tft is summer. Our ‘ 


I enough to make a bouquet by itsel > 
popular econo size bulbs (1 in. and Ss » colors. red & yellow, value $1.50 to 
more across r large number o $2.50, a big saving! 2 ROOTS 
pil Wc 45 BULBS 


‘a i. 6 Roots (value $6 to $7.50) 6 Colors, $4.50 
100 Bulbs $2.00—250 Bulbs $5.00 cots (value $6 to olors 


Hardy Garden Amaryllis 


Now in great demand. Like a miracle, 


Giant Camellia Begonias 


large double blooms, loveliest strong stalks spring up in late sum 
ill flowers for semi-shade, all sum 


of N mer WwW 1 lavende yink lil flower 

mer and fall. Start now for gorgeous a | Iso walled ara 7 1 Faery hans $ 

house plants. They'll live for years leaves only in spring 2 BULBS 

oe 10 BULBS 6 Bulbs $2.60—12 Bulbs $5.00 
25 Bulbs $2.50—50 Bulbs $5.00 


Mexican Tigerflowers 


Fascinating lily-like flowers in scarlet 


Fancy Leaf Caladiums 


Strikingly eined iriegated Mixed rose, yellow, orange, mixed, Sea-shell 


colors, a spectacular display for shady like centers are jlotched carmine Sy 
carde! pot Unique as house plants purple, mahogany New flowers open 
lasting for months 6 BULBS daily. Grow like glads 6 BULBS 


' 12 Bulbs $2.00—25 Bulbs $4.00 12 Bulbs $1.85—30 Bulbs $3.75 


Giant Trumpet Gloxinias Regal Lilies 


i growing house plants that Huge fragrant pure white bloo 


All rl up to 4 months Glorious shaded lilae-pink, in July Rasy to 
I re Rags i RO a ager tae é . ; } 
mpe flowers 3 to 5 in. across, grou } to 5 ft. tall The bulbs get 
"bulb er ee 3 BULBS larger year by year 4 BULBS 
ulbs 


pie 6 Bulbs $2.00—12 Bulbs $4.00 12 Bulbs $2.75—25 Bulbs $5.00 


Guaranteed 


Any 3 $1 Lots for $2.75 
Any 6 $1 Lots for Only $5.00 


(You may order more than one $1 lot of a ed 


Be Sure to Have Them in Your Garden— 
ORDER TODAY, DIRECT FROM THIS PAGE 


Gladiolus’ 
Bulbs 


Colems 7.) aay ae 


ALL SENT POSTPAID 
Nothing More to Pay! 


ee ea a a a a 
W. ATLEE BURPEE CO., 426 Burpee Building, | 
Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, California 
Send postpaid the guaranteed Burpee Bulbs ordered: 

Tall Giant Gladiolus 8409 | 
0 45 Bulbs $1.00 ] 100 Bulbs $2.00 250 Bulbs $5.00 
Giant Double Camellia Begonias 8797 
© 10 Bulbs $1.00 OO 25 Bulbs $2.50 } 50 Bulbs $5.00 § 
Fancy Leaf Caladiums 838581 
6 Bulbs $1.00 O) 12 Bulbs $2.00 O 25 Bulbs $4.00 § 
Giant Trumpet Gloxinias 8876 ~ 
3 Bulbs $1.00 © 6 Bulbs $2.00 © (2 Bulbs $4.00 S " ul 
Giant Dahlias ope 
is-ano.00 ORT tartan 940 Enjoy These Tremendously Popular “Show Lilies 
ardy Garden Amaryllis 7618 
2 Bulbs $1.00 © 6 Bulbs $2.60 [ 12 Bulbs $5.00 ‘ ower can be more radiant than these aristocratic, exquisitely perfumed Show Lilies 
Mexican Tigerflowers §&58°5 re making such great gains in popularity every year. Easy to grow in mo 
6 Bulbs $1.00 ©) 12 Bulbs $1.85 OO 25 Bulbs $3.75 ] Ths emi-shade 3 ft. or ore tall, several large flowers on each st 
Regal Lilies 7249 ise they lengthen the lily season with August and Sept. bloom, 

© 4 Bulbs $1.00 ] 12 Bulbs $2.75 O 25 Bulbs $5.00 g , » plant some this spring! 

WHITE Show Lily 7252 (1) | Bulb 85 3—$2.35 © 6—$4. . P 

PINK Show Lily 7253 a8 a ad a ecae — = pater WHITE—Speciosum album PINK—Speciosum rubrum 

: ; : , je bulbs, 85c ea.; 3 for $2.35; 6 for $4.50 Large bulbs, 75c ea.; 3 for $2.10; 6 for $4.00 


W. Atlee Burpee Co. seeo anv Bulb Growers 


426 Burpee Bidg., Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, California. 


t any soil 
s all rized 
as well as for their great 


Enclosed is $. 





